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PREFACE. 


The  first  shot  fired  by  the  Southerners  on  Fort  Sumter 
blew  away  all  chances  of  compromise,  and  the  war  spirit 
burst  forth. 

The  Irish  people  in  New  York,  and  throughout  the 
Northern  States,  were  not  slow  in  declaring  for  the  Union 
and  volunteering  for  its  defence. 

I  believe  the  second  regiment  to  leave  New  York  for 
the  defence  of  the  National  Capital  was  Colonel  Corcoran's 
Sixty-ninth  Irish  regiment,  which  was  soon  followed  by 
Meagher's  Zouaves  and  other  Irish  organizations. 

The  Irish^felt  that  not  only  was  the  safety  of  the  great 
Republic,  the  home  of  their  exiled  race,  at  stake,  but  also, 
that  the  great  principles  of  democracy  were  at  issue  with 
the  aristocratic  doctrines  of  monarchism.  Should  the 
latter  prevail,  there  was  no  longer  any  hope  for  the 
struggling  nationalists  of  the  Old  World.  The  Irish 
Boldier  did  not  ask  whether  the  colored  race  were  better  ofif 
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as  bondsmen  or  freedmen  ;  he  was  not  going  to  fight  for 
an  abstract  idea.  He  felt  that  the  safety  and  welfare  of 
his  adopted  country  and  its  glorious  Constitution  were  im- 
perilled ;  he,  therefore,  willingly  threw  himself  into  the 
breach  to  sustain  the  flag  that  sheltered  him  when  perse- 
cuted and  exiled  from  his  own  country,  the  laws  that 
protected  him,  and  the  country  that,  like  a  loving  mother, 
poured  forth  the  richness  of  her  bosom  to  sustain  him. 

The  Irish  soldier  was,  therefore,  a  patriot,  and  no  mer- 
cenary. He  had  just  the  same  right  to  fight  for  America 
that  the  native  American  had.  The  Irish,  the  German,  the 
Pole,  and  all  other  exiles  have*  a  vested  right  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  American  Union.  Several  Irishmen  gave 
up  lucrative  situations  and  business  to  join  the  army; 
they  had  sacrificed  their  interests  to  their  patriotism. 
Many  a  patriotic  young  Irishman  wanted  to  learn  the  use 
of  arms  and  the  science  of  war,  with  the  hope  of  one  day 
turning  them  to  practical  use  in  his  own  country.  A 
people  like  the  Irish,  deprived  of  their  nationality  at  home, 
and  even  of  the  manly  right  of  carrying  arms,  are  always 
jealous  of  their  military  reputation  abroad. 

There  are  few  battle-fields  in  Europe  in  which  the  Irish 
soldier  has  not  left  his  footprints. 

The  flower  of  the  Jacobite  army,  after  the  surrender  of 
Limerick,  took  service  under  the  Fleur  de  Ids  of  France, 
and  their  military  career  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  Europe. 

When  Luxemburg  drew  bis  lines   around  Namur,   a 


PBBFAOS.  7 

fortress  deemed  impregnable,  it  fell  before  the  ringing 
cheer  and  dashing  charge  of  Irish  valor. 

Brilliant  were  their  services  under  the  princely  Mountr 
cashely  whose  noble  blood  dyed  the  fields  of  Staffardo. 
The  regiments  of  Burke  and  Dillon  saved  Cremona. 

At  Blenheim,  where  Tallard  reeled  before  the  superior 
genius  and  force  of  Marlborough,  Lord  Glare's  dragoons 
bore  off  two  of  the  enemy's  standards. 

The  services  of  the  brigade  at  Kamillies  and  Fontenoy 
are  proudly  chronicled  in  French  history.  The  latter 
was  as  decisive,  in  its  way,  for  the  French,  as  Waterloo 
was  for  the  English. 


And  Fontenoy,  feimed  Fontenoy,  had  been  a  Waterloo, 
Were  not  these  exiles  ready  then,  fresh,  vehement,  and  true.' 


King  Louis  publicly  thanked  the  brigade,  and  created 
Count  Lally  a  general  on  the  field  of  battle.  King  George 
uttered  that  memorable  imprecation  on  the  penal  code  : 
"  Cursed  be  the  laws  that  deprive  me  of  such  subjects." 

Later  still,  in  the  desperate  struggle  for  the  crown  of 
Ferdinand  and  Isabella,  the  young  blood  of  Ireland  del- 
uged the  olive-groves  of  Spain. 

When  the  New  World  rose  to  disenthral  itself  from  the 
despotism  of  the  Old,  the  generous  manhood  of  Ireland 
flung  itself  into  the  contest  for  liberty. 

Even  in  the  republics  of  Chili,  Bolivia,  and  Venezuela, 
the  praises  of  O'Brien,  Dillon,  Devereuz,  and  other  Irish 
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patriots  are  yet  sung  in  the  soft  Gastilian  tongue,  by  the 
banks  of  the  Orinoco  and  mountain  fastnesses  of  the 
Andes. 

A  new  field  now  opened  to  Irish  valor  and  Irish  grati- 
tude, and  the  tried  heroism  of  Meagher's  Brigade,  and 
several  other  Irish  brigades  and  regiments,  has  added 
a  new  chaplet  to  our  heroic  record,  and  has  given  us  a 
stronger  claim  to  the  protection  and  gratitude  of  the 
American  nation. 

The  first  duty  of  Irishmen  as  citizens  of  America  is 
obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  country  ;  and 
any  attempt  to  destroy  the  Government,  under  which  they 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  peace  and  plenty,  is  a  crime  against 
their  indefeasible  rights,  which  they  should  resent  even 
with  their  lives. 

It  is  computed  that  in  the  Federal  armies  alone  there 
were  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand  Irishmen. 
Most  of  these  were  amalgamated  with  various  commands, 
scattered  from  the  Empire  State  to  sunny  Florida,  from 
Rappahannock's  tide  to  the  Pacific. 

On  the  bloody  fields  of  Virginia,  down  amid  the  cotton- 
fields  of  Georgia  and  the  swamps  of  the  Carolinas,  lie  the 
bleached  bones  of  many  an  Irish  soldier  and  chief. 

Whether  storming  the  bloody  heights  of  Fredericksburg, 
or  checking  the  enemy's  advance  at  Fair  Oaks  and  Mal- 
vern Hill,  or  making  that  fearful  dash  at  Antietam,  or  res- 
cuing the  abandoned  cannon  at  Ghancellorsville,  or  sweep- 
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ing  Early  from  the  Shenandoah,  or  in  planting  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  on  the  walls  of  Atlanta  and  Savannah,  the 
Irish  soldier  has  won  a  high  reputation  ;  and  the  greatest 
detractor  of  his  race,  even  the  London  '  Times'  itself,  has 
not  dared  to  question  his  bravery  as  a  soldier  or  his  devo- 
tion to  the  flag  under  which  he  fought. 

Daring  my  connection  with  the  Irish  Brigade  I  fully 
availed  myself  of  every  opportunity  to  collect  all  the  ma- 
terials I  could  relating  to  what  had  transpired,  and  to  take 
notes  of  what  occurred  under  my  own  observation,  with 
the  intention  of  writing  a  history  of  the  gallant  exploits  .of 
that  noble  little  band.  In  order  to  make  my  work  accept- 
able to  the  general  reader,  I  give  a  sketch  of  the  different 
battles  in  which  the  brigade  participated,  but  making  the 
part  it  took  in  the  strife  the  leading  feature.  I  have  also 
endeavored  to  illustrate  the  elastic  vitality  of  the  race  by 
anecdotes,  sketches  of  camp-scenes,  and  the  festivities 
held  on  national  holidays  in  the  field,  and  under  the  guns 
of  the  enemy. 

I  have,  too,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  collected  the  names  of 
the  officers  and  men,  killed  or  wounded.  I  have  done  my 
best  to  give  a  true  and  impartial  history,  and  if  I  have 
failed  in  any  particular,  I  trust  some  other  writer  will 
supply  the  deficiency,  that  thus  we  may  hand  down  to 
posterity  a  true  and  correct  history  of  a  brigade  whose 
exploits  they  will  rehearse  with  wondering  admiration. 

I  do  not  write  this  work  from  any  mercenary  motives. 
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but  with  the  sole  desire  of  helping  to  rescue  from  obscurity 
the  glorious  military  record  we  have  earned  in  America. 

I  hope  that  the  history  of  every  Irish  regiment  and  bri- 
gade in  the  American  service  will  be  written,  and  thus 
preserve  the  materials  for  some  future  Bancroft  of  Irish 
history.  ^ 

We  have  given  too  many  Irish  regiments  and  brigades 
to  the  American  service  to  let  their  history  sink  into  ob- 
scurity ;  besides,  their  bravery  and  services  are  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  cause  a  glow  of  pride  to  tingle  through  every 
Irishman's  heart.  I  have  confined  myself  to  the  Irish  Bri- 
gade ;  but  we  are  not  to  forget  that  this  comprised  but  a 
small  portion  of  the  Irish  element  in  the  American  armies. 
We  also  have  ^iven  many  distinguished  Irish  and  Irish- 
American  generals  to  the  cause — among  them,  Phil  Sher- 
idan, John  Logan,  G^eary,  and  Birney  ;  Sweeny,  Lalor,  and 
Doherty,  of  Illinois  ;  Gorman,  of  Minnesota ;  Magennis 
and  Sullivan,  of  Indiana  ;  Keilly  and  Mulligan,  of  Ohio  ; 
Stevenson,  from  Missouri  ;  Minty,  from  Michigan  ;  the 
noble  Smith,  of  Delaware ;  Meagher,  Shields,  Corcoran,  P. 
H.  Jones,  Kiernan,  of  New  York,  and  several  others. 

As  I  have  said,  I  hope  other  pens  will  write  the  histories 
of  other  organizations.  K I  have  but  contributed  a  correct 
account  of  the  Irish  Brigade  to  the  general  fund,  I  am  sat- 
isfied. I  devote  the  first  chapter  to  the  gallant  Sixty- 
ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  its  services  fully  entitling  it  to  a  place 
in  these  pages;  besides,  it  was  the  nucleus  of  the  Irish  Bri- 
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gade,  and  supplied  it  with  many  able  officers  and  soldiers. 
I  have  added  an  appendix,  containing  sketches  of  Gen- 
erals Meagher  and  Corcoran,  and  most  of  the  officers  of 
the  Brigade  ;  and  also  a  roster  of  the  names  of  the  men 
who  were  killed  or  wounded  in  battle,  and  have  given 
some  of  General  Meagher's  official  reports  and  letters. 

To  my  talented  friend,  Doctor  William  O'Meagher,  I 
have  left  the  pleasing  task  of  writing  the  history  of  the 
Brigade  for  '64  and  '65.  He  was  surgeon  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  during  that  time ;  and,  from  his  literary  acquire- 
ments and  intimate  knowledge  of  its  services,  is  much 
better  qualified  for  the  task  than  I.  As  I  was  then  with 
Sherman  in  Georgia,  I  know  little  personally  of  its  career. 
He  also  gives  a  short  sketch,  en  paasarU,  .of  the  gallant 
Corcoran  Legion 

As  to  my  own  services,  both  with  the  Brigade  and 
Sherman's  army,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed  egotism  on 
my  part  to  give  the  following  from  several  congratulatory 
notices  and  letters  I  have  received  from  the  press  and 
from  commanding  officers  with  whom  I  served  : 

Hbadquartbrs  Seookd  GOBP8, 

Arut  of  thb  Potomao,  '68. 

I  feel  yeiy  great  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  gallantry 
and  other  soldierly  qualities  of  my  Mend,  Captain  D.  P.  Conyngham, 
and  the  efficient  services  he  rendered  me  at  ChancellorsviUe,  where 
he  acted  as  one  of  my  aidp. 

Thomas  F.  Meagher, 
Lately  commanding  the  Irish  Brigade. 
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At  the  battle  of  Besaca  I  carried  orders  under  a  fierce 
fire  of  the  enemy,  and  subsequently  led  a  division  into 
action,  getting  wounded  in  the  breast.  Major- General 
Schofield  thanked  me  personally  on  the  field,  and  from  the 
general  on  whose  staflF  I  served  I  received  the  following 
complimentary  letter : 

Cedab  Springs,  Ga.,  May  18,  1864. 

Captain  D.  P.  Conynghah,  Acting  A.  2>.  C. : 

GAPTAm — ^1  cannot  disrupt  the  associations  that  bind  me  to  my 
peiBonal  staff  without  thanking  you  for  the  many  services  you  have 
rendered  me.  The  gallant  manner  in  which  you  have  conveyed  my 
orders  under  a  heavy  fire,  during  the  fearful  ordeal  to  which  my 
divifflon  was  subjected  on  the  14th  Inst.,  not  only  commands  my  ac- 
knowledgment and  admiration,  bat  attests  my  long-confirmed  opin- 
ion, that  the  Irish  soldier  is  the  nonpareil  of  a  soldier. 

With  the  best  wishes  of  your  chief  for  your  future  success  and 
wel£are, 

I  am  truly  yours, 

J.  H.  JuDAH,  Brigadier-General  U.  S.  A. 

If  I  have  failed  in  doing  justice  to  the  merits,  of  any 
officer,  it  is  through  no  spirit  of  partiality,  but  from  the 
want  of  proper  information.  Among  other  sources  of  in- 
formation, I  am  much  indebted  to  the  admirable  letters  of 
the  brave,  talented,  but  ill-fated  "  Galloglass." 
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CHAPTER  I. 

The  President's  first  call  for  troops.— The  Court-martial  for  the  trial 
of  Colonel  Corcoran  dissolved. — ^The  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M.  leave  for 
'Washington.— Encamp  on  Arlington  Heights.— Build  I*ort  Corcoran.— 
The  ceremony  of  raising  a  Flag. — Meagher's  Zonaves  join  them. — 
Marching  Order. — Battle  of  Bull  Run.— Bravery  of  the  Sixty-ninth.— 
Defeat  of  the  Union  forces. — Capture  of  Colonel  Corcoran. 

Earlt  in  the  spring  of  1861,  in  response  to  the  call 
of  President  Lincoln  for  the  first  levy  of  troops  to 
qnell  the  incipient  rebellion,  the  New  York  militia 
promptly  and  with  enthusiastic  ardor  volunteered 
their  services.  Foremost  among  them,  the  Sixty-ninth, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Michael  Corcoran,  threw 
themselves  into  the  ranks  of  the  national  army  in  de- 
fence of  their  adopted  country,  its  glory,  and  integrity. 
The  court-martial  of  Colonel  Corcoran  for  disobedience 
of  orders  in  refusing  to  parade  his  regiment  in  honor 
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of  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  summarily  dissolved,  and 
the  charges  dismissed,  to  the  intense  satisfaction  of  the 
community  at  large,  in  accordance  with  the  following 
order: 

Sfbcial  Obders,  No.  9. 

FiBKP  Divisioir,  N.  Y.  8.  M.,     ) 
Nbw  York,  April  20,  1861.  J 

In  ptursnance  of  Special  Orders,  No.  58,  from  General  Head- 
quarters,  the  Goort-martial  detailed  for  the  trial  of  Colonel  Corco- 
ran, of  the  Siztj-ninth  Regiment,  is  dissolved,  and  the  charges  dis- 
missed ;  and  Colonel  Corcoran  is  directed  forthwith  to  resume  the 
command  of  his  regiment. 
By  order  of 

Majob-Gekeral  Chablbs  W.  SAimFOBD. 

George  W.  Mobbll,  Div.  Eng.,  Acting  Division  Inspeotor. 

Colonel  Corcoran  immediately  promulgated  the  fol- 
lowing orders  to  his  regiment,  which  had  already 
nearly  completed  its  arrangements  to  start  in  defence 
of  the  national  capital : 

Colonel  Corcoran  will  embark  his  regiment  to-morrow,  viz.,  be 
tween  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  on  board  the  James  Adger,  Pier  No.  4 
North  River,  not  exceeding  one  thousand  men,  all  told. 

Chables  W.  Sakdfobd,  Major-General. 

New  Yobk,  April  22, 1861. 

This  order  provided  but  for  the  transportation  of 
one  thousand  men;  and  as  the  regiment  numbered 
eight  hundred  more,  those  who  were  compelled  to  re- 
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main  behind  felt  bitterly  disappointed,  but  their  pa- 
triotic zeal  was  soon  folly  gratified. 

In  Colonel  Corcoran's  general  order  to  the  regiment 
before  starting,  the  following  patriotic  sentence  occurs  ^ 

^^  The  commandi^t  feels  proud  that  his  first  duty, 
after  being  relieved  from  a  long  arrest,  is  to  have  the 
honor  of  promulgating  an  order  to  the  regiment  to 
rally  to  the  support  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States." 

On  the  day  of  departure,  after  the  regiment  had 
formed  into  line  in  Great  Jones  street,  they  were  pre- 
sented with  a  splendid  silk  United  States  fiag  by  the 
wife  of  Judge  Daly.  This  appropriate  present  was  re- 
ceived with  cheers  for  the  fair  donor,  and  Colonel  Cor- 
coran requested  Judge  Daly  to  inform  his  lady  that 
her  fiag  should  never  suffer  a  stain  of  dishonor  while  a 
man  of  the  Sixty-ninth  remained  alive  to  defend  it. 

About  three  o'clock  the  order  of  march  was  given. 
The  regiment  moved  into  Broadway  amid  deafening 
cheers ;  fiags  and  banners  streamed  from  the  windows 
and  house-tops ;  ladies  waved  their  handkerchiefs  from 
the  balconies,  and  fiung  bouquets  on  the  marching 
column. 

At  the  head  of  the  procession  was  a  decorated  wagon, 
drawn  by  four  horses,  and  bearing  the  inscription, 
"  Sixty-ninth,  remember  Fontenoy,"  and  "  No  North, 
no  South,  no  East,  no  West,  but  the  whole  Union." 
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The  officers  of  the  regiment  were  as  follows : 

Colonel,  Michael  Corcoran. 

Lieutenant-Colonel,  Robert  Nugent. 

Major,  James  Bagley ;  Adjutant,  John  McKeon. 

Volunj^er  Aids,  C.  G.  Halpine,  John  Savage. 

Chaplain,  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Mooney;  succeeded  by 
Rev.  B.  O'Reilly,  S.  J. 

Engineers,  James  B.  Kirker,  John  H.  McCunn,  L. 
D'Homergue. 

Surgeon,  Robert  Johnson ;  Assistants,  Drs.  James 
L.  Kieman,  J.  Pascal  Smith,  P.  Nolan. 

Quartermaster,  Joseph  B.  Tully. 

Paymaster,  Matthew  Kehoe. 

Sergeant-Major,  Arthur  Tracy;  OoloivSergeant, 

Murphy. 

Company  A,  Captain  James  Haggerty ;  First-lieu- 
tenant, Theodore  Kelly  ;    Second-Lieutenants,  Daniel 

Strayne,  Dennis  F.  SuUivan  ;  Orderly  Sergeant, 

Bermingham.     One  htmdred  and  twenty  men. 

Company  B,  Captain  Thomas  Lynch;  First-Lieu- 
tenant, Thomas   Leddy;    Second-Lieutenant,  "W.  H. 

Giles ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  Cahill.    One  himdred 

and  fourteen  men. 

Company  C,  Captain  James  Cavanagh ;  First-Lieu- 
tenant, John  n.  Ryan ;  Second-Lieutenant,  J.  Rowan* 
Eighty-six  men. 

*  See  Appendix  for  sketch  of  officers. 
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Company  D,  Captain  Thomas  Garke;  FirBt-Lieu- 
tenant,  Thomas  Fay ;  Second-Lieutenants,  James  L. 
Dungan,  Michael  O'Boyle ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  M.  Ma- 
guire.    One  hundred  and  twenty  men. 

Company  E,  Captain  P.  Kelly;  First-Lieutenant, 
John  Bagley ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  Andrew  Beed.  One 
hundred  men. 

Company  F,  Captain  John  Breslin;  First-Lieu- 
tenant, P.  Duffy ;  Second-Lieutenant,  M.  P.  Breslin ; 
D'Alton.     One  himdred  men. 

Company  G,  Captain  Felix  Duffy ;  First-Lieutenant, 
Henry  J.  McMahon ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  Thomas 
Phibbs.     One  hundred  and  twenty  men. 

Company  H,  Captain  James  Kelly;  First-Lieu- 
tenant, W.  Butler ;  Second-Lieutenants,  James  Lyons, 
James  Gannon ;  Orderly  Sergeant,  F.  Welpley.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-six  men. 

Company  J,  Lieutenant  John  Coonan,  command- 
ing; Second-Lieutenant,  Thomas  M.  Canton.  One 
hundred  and  two  men. 

During  the  night  the  James  Adger  and  the  Harriet 
Lane,  with  other  transports,  dropped  down  the  bay, 
carrying  the  Sixty-ninth,  the  Eighth  Regiment,  and  the 
Thirteenth  Brooklyn.  After  a  pleasant  voyage,  the 
fleet  reached  Annopolis,  and  the  Sixty-ninth  were 
placed  guarding  the  line  of  railroad  from  Annapolis  to 
Washington.     In  Virginia  it  was  camped  on  Arlington 
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Heights,  a  beautlM  and  picturesque  situation,  forfii- 
ing  one  of  the  lovely  range  of  wooded  hills  stretching 
along  the  southern  side  of  the  Potomac  Kiver.  From 
it  was  a  magnificent  view  of  the  river,  Georgetown, 
and  Washington.  The  troops  were  soon  busily  em- 
ployed throwing  up  a  fort,  which,  in  honor  of  their 
colonel,  was  named  Fort  Corcoran,  over  which  they 
raised  the  first  flag  of  the  wai*  hoisted  on  a  Federal  fort. 
The  occasion  was  a  joyous  and  festive  one  in  camp. 
Speeches  were  made  by  Colonel  Hunter  (in  whose 
brigade  the  Sixty-ninth  was  serving),  Captain  Thomas 
F.  Meagher,  and  other  officers.  Mr.  John  Savage,  who 
was  acting  on  Colonel  Corcoran's  staff  with  the  rank 
of  captain,  sung  to  the  air  of  "  Dixie's  Land"  a  beauti- 
ful and  appropriate  song,  "The  Starry  Flag,"  the 
whole  regiment  joining  in  the  refrain.  Mr.  Savage  first 
wrote  and  sang  this  on  the  transport  Marion,  on  her 
perilous  route  up  the  Potomac,  through  the  masked 
batteries  of  the  enemy.  It  was  suggested  by  an  in- 
cident that  occurred  on  the  voyage. 

In  the  darkness  of  the  night  a  rebel  boat,  with  muffled 
oars,  ran  alongside  the  gunboat,  but  seeing  the  troops 
on  guard,  one  of  them  exclaimed,  as  they  shot  away, 
"  D — ^n  the  rag  1  we  cannot  pull  it  down  to-night." 

Mr.  John  Savage,  in  espousing  th6  Union  cause, 
sacrificed  flattering  inducements  for  principle.  While 
editing  '  The  States'  in  Washington,  he  had  formed  the 
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acquaintance  of  the  leading  men  in  the  South ;  and 
when  war  was  imminent  they  offered  him  the  greatest 
inducements  if  he  would  espouse  their  cause,  but 
nothing  could  tempt  him  from  the  path  of  principle 
and  honor. 

The  remainder  of  the  regiment  and  Meagher's  com- 
pany of  Zouaves  soon  joined  them  at  Arlington 
Heights.  The  Fifth  and  Twenty-eighth  New  York 
were  also  in  the  same  brigade. 

While  the  regiment  was  thus  progressing  in  drill 
and  efficiency,  its  patriotic  friends  at  home  were  ex- 
erting themselves  to  raise  funds  for  the  support  of  the 
soldiers'  families.  A  committee  was  formed,  of  which 
Judge  Daly  was  Chairman,  R.  O'Gorman  Treasurer, 
and  W.  J.  Kane  Secretary.  Among  its  most  ener- 
getic members  were  Messrs.  John  Hennessy,  who  la- 
bored with  imremitting  zeal,  J.  B.  Nicholson,  Felix  E. 
O'Rourke,  and  Edw.  Hart.  Mr.  O'Gorman  soon  visit- 
ing Europe,  his  place  was  efficiently  filled  by  E.  J. 
Wilson. 

At  this  period  McDowell  was  steadily  and  cautious- 
ly pushing  his  lines  towards  Fairfax  Courthouse,  which 
place  had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy  under  General 
Bonham.  Frequent  skirmishes  occurred  between  the 
advanced  postd  and  scouting-parties,  and  it  was  quite 
evident  from  every  indication  that  a  battle  was  im- 
minent. 
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Generfkl  Scott's  policy  was  to  raise  and  organize  a 
sufficient  force  to  crush  out  the  rebellion  at  one  blow. 
He  was  unwilling  to  attack  the  enemy  in  their  in- 
trenched positions,  which  he  felt  should  be  done  at  a 
disadvantage,  thereby  giving  them  a  probable  chance 
of  gaining  the  first  victory,  then  a  matter  of  vital  im- 
portance. He  was  overruled,  however,  and  influenced 
by  the  urgent  representations  of  certain  influential 
parties,  contrary  to  his  firm  conviction  and  better 
judgment.  PubKc  opinion,  also,  as  expressed  in  the 
newspapers,  seemed  to  favor  an  inmiediate  advance  ot 
the  Union  forces,  before  the  enemy  could  become  more 
formidable,  and  thus  it  was  determined  to  bring  on  a 
general  engagement. 

About  the  12th  of  July,  1861,  Colonel  Corcoran 
received  orders  from  General  Mc9)owell  to  hold  him- 
self in  readiness  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice ;  and 
on  the  15th  the  order  to  march  at  2  p.  m.  next  day 
was  read  to  the  regiment  while  on  parade.  The  ensu- 
ing night  was,  accordingly,  spent  in  various  avocations 
by  officers  and  men.  Many  went  to  confession,  nearly 
all  wrote  home  to  their  friends  the  exciting  news,  send- 
ing large  sums  of  money  which  had  been  just  received, 
while  many  others  gave  loose  rein  to  fim  and  jollifica- 
tion, as  numberless  empty  bottles  and  kegs  could 
amply  testify.   Very  little  sleep  was  enjoyed  by  any  one. 

The  morning  of  the  16th  dawned,  and  the  prepara- 
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tions  for  a  general  advance  of  the  army  were  witnessed 
on  all  sides ;  blankets  were  rolled  np,  haversacks  filled 
with  three  days'  rations,  guns  and  equipments  brightly 
polished,  and  cartridge-boxes  crammed  with  buck  and 
ball  ammunition.  Finally,  about  twelve  o'clock  noon, 
under  the  full  blaze  of  a  scorching  sun,  the  right  wing 
of  the  army  commenced  to  move.  But  on  this  day 
very  little  progress  was  made,  owing  to  a  want  of 
proper  organization  everywhere  apparent. 

The  Sixty-ninth,  exclusive  of  the  oflScers,  numbered 
over  a  thousand  men,  and  presented  as  fine  an  appear- 
ance as  many  regular  regiments. 

The  line  of  march  was  taken  up  about  noon.  The 
corps  of  engineers  led  the  van,  under  the  conunand  of 
Captain  Quinlan,  Lieutenants  D'Hommergue  and 
M'Quade,  followed  \yj  an  improvised  drum-corps,  play- 
ing the  old  familiar  inspiriting  airs.  After  these  came 
Colonel  Corcoran  and  staff-otHcers,  including  Captain 
T.  F.  Meagher,  acting  as  major  in  place  of  Major  Bagley, 
who  had  remained  in  New  York ;  Captain  Haggerty, 
acting  as  lieutenant-colonel  in  place  of  Colonel  Nugent, 
who  had  been  injured  some  days  previously  by  a  fall 
from  his  horse;  and  Captain  J.  H.Nugent,  acting  as 
adjutant.  The  surgeons,  chaplain,  quartermasters,  and 
non-commissioned  officers,  including  the  color-guard, 
followed  immediately  after. 

On  the  march  the  Sixty-ninth  was  ordered  to  join 
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the  brigade  commanded  by  Colonel  "W.  T.  Sherman 
(who  subsequently  attamed  to  such  enviable  distinc- 
tion), and  so  continued  until  after  the  engagement. 
The  brigade  encamped  on  the  first  night  near  Vienna, 
to  which  place  the  Sixty-ninth  had,  in  the  previous 
month,  made  a  midnight  excursion  to  the  rescue  of  the 
Ohio  troops,  which  had  been  surprised  by  the  enemy. 
After  a  comfortless  night  spent  amid  the  foul  exha- 
lations of  a  swamp,  the  regiment  again  started  on  the 
march  early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  and  about  10 
o'clock  A.  M.  came  in  sight  of  Fairfax  Courthouse. 
Here  the  regiment  made  a  flank  movement  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy's 
forces,  and  while  executing  it  were  soon  confronted 
by  a  force  of  more  than  one  thousand  men,  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle  and  apparently  prepared  to  fight. 
The  order  to  halt  and  form  was  instantly  given.  The 
right  wing  of  the  Sixty-ninth  was  thrown  into  the 
fields  to  the  left,  where  it  joined  the  Second  New  York, 
and  the  line  moved  rapidly  down  on  the  enemy.  The 
latter,  however,  turned  and  fied  into  the  village,  and 
thence  towards  Centreville,  being  considerably  hastened 
in  liieir  flight  by  a  few  shots  from  the  guns  of  the 
Eighth  New  York  Artillery  and  Ayres's  Battery.  In 
the  village  were  found  the  camp  equipments,  arms, 
stores,  &c.,  of  General  Bonham's  division,  the  sight  of 
which  caused  many  to  think  that  surely  the  rebellion 
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would  be  soon  and  easily  subdued.  Major  Sullivan,  oi 
the  Second  Ehode  Island,  was  the  first  to  enter  the 
intrenchments,  while  Corporal  McMahon,  of  the  same 
regiment,  secured  the  Confederate  flag,  which  had  been 
left  flying. 

During  the  march  the  roads  were  so  much  obstructed 

by  felled  trees  that  considerable  delay  was  occasioned 

by  their  removal,  and  several  halts  had  thus  to  be 

made.    In  one  of  these  Captain  Breslin  was  severely 

'  wounded  in  the  shoulder  by  the  accidental  discharge 

of  a  musket  that  had  fallen  from  the  stack.  He  was 
placed  in  an  ambulance,  in  which  he  was  carried  to 
Centreville. 

Again  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up  towards  Cen- 
treville, and  in  a  short  time  the  news  was  brought  that 
Gtermantown  also  was  abandoned  by  the  enemy,  which 
fact  added  considerably  to  the  previous  excitement. 
Fatigue,  hunger,  thirst,  were  all  forgotten  when  the 
green  banner  and  the  National  flag  were  placed  on  the 
ramparts  of  the  abandoned  fortifications,  while  be- 
tween both  the  Sixty-ninth  passed  in  triumph,  "  bats 
and  caps  waving  on  the  bayonet  points,  and  an  Irish 
cheer,  such  as  never  before  shook  the  woods  of  old 
Virginia,  swelling  and  rolling  far  and  wide  into  the 
gleaming  air." 

Next  morning  (18th),  CentreviUe,  too,  was  found 
evacuated. 
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The  positions  of  the  army  at  this  juncture  were  as 
follows:  General  Tyler's  division  lay  between  Ger- 
mantown  and  Centreville,  Colonel  Hunter's  at  Fairfax, 
on  its  line  of  marcli  to  Centreville ;  Colonel  Miles's  at 
Braddock's  Cross  Roads,  and  Heintzelman's  around 
Fairfax.  In  this  latter  division  was  the  Thirty-seventh 
New  York  (Irish  Rifles),  which,  though  not  actually 
engaged  at  the  battle  of  BuU  Run,  performed  good 
service  during  the  retreat,  in  guarding  the  stores  and 
ammunition  accumulated  at  Fairfax  Station. 


Bull  Run. 

The  battle  of  BuU  Run  was  a  series  of  minor  en- 
gagements culminating  in  a  general  action  at  Manassas. 
At  first  the  Federal  Army  was  so  far  successfiil  that  a 
brilliant  victory  was  anticipated ;  but  Beauregard  had 
made  such  a  judicious  disposal  of  his  troops  and  artil- 
lery as  to  enable  him  to  keep  us  in  check,  until  the 
arrival  of  Jackson's  and  Johnston's  re-enforcements 
enabled  him  to  take  up  the  offensive  at  several  points, 
and  thus  throw  our  already  exhausted  army  into  con- 
fusion. 

The  respective  forces  under  Beauregard  and  Mc- 
Dowell were  nearly  equal. 

The  Federal  Army  consisted  of  about  forty-three 
thousand.     Of  these,  several  militia  regiments  from 
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Massachusetts,  Oonnecticut,  Pennsylvania,  and  one 
Kew  York  regiment,  and  Captain  Varian's  light  artU- 
lery  battery,  Eighth  New  York  State  Militia,  left  the 
field  of  battle  and  marched  home,  leaving  the  enemy 
in  front,  their  time  of  service  having  expired  on  the 
the  20th.  To  the  credit  of  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
and  Thirteenth  Brooklyn,  two  Irish  regiments,  be  it 
said,  that  they  volunteered  to  remain,  though  their 
time  had  also  expired. 

Beauregard  had  only  about  forty  thousand  troops 
around  Centreville  and  Fairfax.  He  adroitly  drew  in 
his  outer  posts  before  the  Federal  advance,  and  occu- 
pied the  woods  and  defiles  leading  through  Bull  Eun 
to  Manassas.  This  enabled  him  to  contract  his  line  so 
as  to  guard  the  most  important  passes  and  also  to  cover 
Manassas  Junction,  where  he  hourly  expected  John- 
ston's and  Jackson's  troops  from  the  Shenandoah  Val- 
ley. Most  of  these  re-enforcements  had  arrived  by 
the  19th,  but  Kirby  Smith,  Cooke,  and  Longstreet 
came  up  at  the  critical  moment,  when  victory  seemed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Federals,  and  by  a  vigorous  assault 
along  the  Federal  lines  soon  routed  them,  their  cavalry 
following  up  the  advantage  and  throwing  them  into 
indescribable  confiision.  Though  the  forces  were  about 
equal,  the  Confederates  had  a  decided  advantage  in 
artillery,  in  its  commanding  position,  and  the  superior 
manner  in  which  it  was  served. 
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Manassas  plains  are  about  thirty-five  mfles  from 
Washington,  extending  from  the  foot  of  Centreville 
heights  across  Bull  Eun  to  Manassas  Junction.  Dark, 
gloomy  woods,  deep  ravines,  wood-covered  runs,  and 
elevated  plateaus  afforded  excellent  covering  for  the 
enemy's  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  first  engagement  took  place  on  the  18th  at  Bidl 
Eun,  midway  between  Centreville  and  Manassas,  and 
about  three  miles  from  both  points.  General  Tyler, 
who  commanded  the  right  wing  of  the  Union  army, 
ordered  Colonel  Richardson,  commanding  the  Fourth 
Brigade,  accompanied  by  Captain  Ayres's  battery  and 
four  companies  of  cavalry,  to  reconnoitre  along  the 
Eun  in  the  direction  of  Blackburn  Ford. 

Eichardson  had  advanced  about  two  miles  along  the 
Run,  and  had  effected  a  crossing  above  Blackburn 
Ford,  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods.  The  en- 
emy's artillery  replied,  throwing  shells  among  our 
cavalry,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line.  Richardson 
threw  forward  heavy  lines  of  skirmishers,  who  were 
met  with  a  galling  musketry  fire  from  concealed  en- 
emies. 

The  skirmishers  on  both  sides  soon  fell  back,  formed, 
and  advanced  in  line. 

The  Federal  advance  was  met  by  the  First  Virginia 
Volunteers,  who,  after  a  few  volleys,  retreated  in  good 
order,  the  Federals  following  pell-meU  until  their  lines 
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were  exposed  in  front  of  the  wood,  when  the  Virgin- 
ians turned  round  and  poured  a  volley  on  them  in 
front  and  flank.  .  Colonel  Eichardson,  finding  that  he 
had  got  into  an  ambuscade,  hastUy  fell  bjick.  He  was 
re-enlbrced  by  Sherman's  brigade,  the  Sixty-ninth  in 
advance,  and  resumed  shelling  the  enemy's  position, 
while  they  responding  vigorously. 

Richardson,  finding  his  force  insufficient  to  dislodge 
them,  fell  back  towards  Centre ville;  No  other  move- 
ment of  importance  took  place  until  Sunday,  21st. 
The  sun  had  risen  with  more  than  usual  splendor  on 
that  fatal  Sunday  morning,  lighting  up  the  varied 
landscape  with  pleasing  effect.  From  Centreville 
heights.  Porter's  artillery  was  deliberately  shelling 
Blackburn's  and  McLean's  fords,  which  were  guarded 
by  the  enemy's  batteries.  Eight  miles  away,  too,  in 
the  direction  of  Stone  Bridge,  smoke  ascended  from 
the  woods ;  and  the  booming  of  artillery  told  that  the 
work  of  death  had  commenced  there. 

The  sharp  sound  of  musketry  came  ringing  from 
Blackburn  and  Mitchell's  fords,  where  Longstreet's 
and  Bonham's  brigades  were  feeling  our  centre. 

Far  away  to  the  west  rose  the  dark  outlines  of  the 
Blue  Eidge  Mountains,  inclosing  as  it  were  in  an  am- 
phitheatre the  open  plains  of  Manassas,  Mrith  its  woods 
and  streams,  and  glittering  hosts  arrayed  in  battle 

strife. 

2* 
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The  beaiitiftil  and  ample  woods,  with  their  deep  fo- 
liage of  green,  encircled  the  plains,  concealing  in  their 
bosom  inmimerable  batteries  and  colanms  of  deadly 
enemies. 

Sach  ,»-a,e  Monung,  »,d  »ch  ^  .ftring  »en, 
that  inaugurated  the  first  real  battle  of  one  of  the 
bloodiest  wars  on  record. 

Beauregard's  line  of  battle  extended  from  Union 
Mills,  on  the  right,  which  was  held  by  EweU's  brigade, 
to  Stone  Bridge,  held  by  Colonel  Evans,  thus  covering 
a  front  of  nine  miles  from  right  to  left.  The  right 
was  much  stronger  than  the  left,  both  in  position  and 
numbers. 

About  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  the  Federal 
army  broke  camp  around  Centreville,  and  conmaenced 
taking  np  the  different  positions  assigned  them.  Eich- 
ardson  moved  on  the  southern  road  leading  to  the 
Run,  and  Tyler  on  the  northern.  Colonel  Hunter 
marched  to  the  right,  moving  obliquely  towards  the 
Bun,  with  the  intention  of  gaining  the  enemy's  flank. 

Colonel  Miles  remained  at  Centreville,  in  command 
of  the  post  and  reserves. 

The  battle  opened  by  an  attack  on  the  enemy's  left 
at  Stone  Bridge,  which  Colonel  Hunter  had  flanked 
by  crossing  higher  up  at  Dudley  Ford,  driving  the  rebel 
general,  Evan?,  before  him,  while  Tyler  was  fiercely 
disputing  the  ford  with  Wheat's  Louisiana  troops. 
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Heintzelman  moved  towards  Bed  House  Ford,  and 
proceeded  at  right  angles  with  the  river  towards  Stone 
Bridge,  in  order  to  cover  the  passage  of  Tyler's  divi- 
sion. 

Heintzelman  crossed  the  ford,  and  was  confronted 
by  some  Alabama  troops  in  line.  He  cheered  on  his 
New  York  Fire  Zouaves  to  the  attack,  but  they 
were  met  by  a  withering  artillery  and  musketry  fire, 
which  made  them  fall  back.  The  Fourteenth  Brooklyn 
made  a  better  show,  but  were  forced  to  give  way,  both 
sufiering  severely.  Re-enforcements  were  brought  up, 
and  the  Alabamians  and  Mississippians  were  forced  to 
retreat,  and  fall  back  towards  Kobinson  House,  suffer- 
ing severely  all  the  time.  We  had  now  secured  Stone 
Bridge,  Tyler  had  crossed  and  formed  a  junction  with 
Heintzelman,  our  artillery  was  thundering  away  at 
the.  enemy's  right  and  centre,  and  every  thing  looked 
hopeful  for  the  Federals. 

Jackson's  brigade  and  Hampton's  Legion  re-enforced 
Evans,  and  were  -supported  by  artillery,  which  un- 
masked at  different  openings  in  the  woods,  and  opened 
a  deadly  fire  along  our  lines.  The  fighting  on  our 
right  was  desperate  all  the  morning  ;  and  Beauregard, 
penetrating  McDowell's  intention  of  crushing  his  left 
wing,  ordered  up  his  reserves  and  re-enforcements 
from  his  right.  He  also  ordered  an  advance  of  his 
right,  in  order  to  distract  our  attention  from  his  left. 
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Johnston  and  Beanregard  fiercely  galloped  to  the 
left,  to  retrieve  their  disasters  there.  Jackson  sat  his 
horse  cahnly  looking  on,  while  his  Virginia  brigade 
lay  down  near  him,  waiting  to  be  ordered  into  action. 

Jackson  had  now  formed  a  new  line,  which  checked 
Hunter's  advance.  Keys'  and  Sherman's  brigades 
were  ordered  up  to  support  the  latter,  the  Sixty-ninth 
N.  T.  S.  M.  in  advance.  The  column  moved  to  the 
right,  and  drew  np  in  a  smaU  open  field,  separated 
from  Hunter's  column  by  a  belt  of  wood,  which  was 
filled  with  rebel  batteries  and  troops.  The  rebels  were 
gallantly  pushed  back  by  Hunter ;  but,  on  reaching 
their  batteries  and  being  re-enforced,  they  made  a 
fierce  stand,  meetmg  our  repeated  charges  with  des- 
perate  resistance.  The  incessant  roar  of  artillery  came 
from  batteries  at  close  range.  Shell  and  round-shot 
ploughed  through  the  ranks,  and  shattered  the  trees ; 
thick  volumes  of  smoke  rose  from  the  woods,  and 
floated  along  the  valleys. 

The  rebels  had  repelled  charge  after  charge,  regi- 
ment after  regiment,  when  the  Sixty-ninth  was  ordered 
to  the  assault.  Stripped  of  knapsacks  and  overcoats, 
they  swept  up  the  hill,  across  the  open  field,  on  tow- 
ards the  wood,  delivering  fire  after  fire  on  their  con- 
cealed foe.  Batteries  opened  on  them  right  and  left, 
hurling  grape  into  their  very  faces,  while  from  the 
shelter  of  the  woods  a  stream  of  lead  was  poured  on 
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them.  It  was  a  gallant  charge,  gallantly  led  and  gal- 
lantly sustained.  After  each  repulse,  the  regiment 
formed  and  charged  right  np  on  the  batteries. 
Meagher's  company  of  Zouaves  suffered  desperately, 
their  red  dress  making  them  a  conspicuous  mark  for' 
the  enemy.  When  Meagher's  horse  was  torn  from 
under  him  by  a  rifled  cannon  ball,  he  jumped  up, 
waved  his  sword,  and  exclaimed,  ^^  Boys  I  look  at  that 
flag — remember  Ireland  and  Fontenoy."  The  regi- 
ment bravely  but  vainly  struggled  to  capture  the  bat- 
teries, and  drive  the  enemy  from  the  shelter  of  the 
wood.  Colonel  Corcoran  rallied  and  charged  with 
them  in  every  assault.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Haggerty, 
a  native  of  Glenswilly,  County  Donegal,  and  as  fine  a 
specimen  of  a  Celt  as  Ireland  could  produce,  fell  shot 
through  the  heart ;  while  beside  him  fell  poor  Costel- 
loe,  a  recent  arrival  from  Waterford,  and  a  noble,  ami- 
able youth. 

The  regiment  at  length  was  ordered  by  Colonel 
Sherman  to  fall  back  to  shelter.  General  McDowell, 
who  was  a  spectator  of  the  charge,  rode  up  to  the 
Sixty-ninth  and  personally  thanked  them. 

Beauregard  was  fast  pushing  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry  to  support  his  left.  Blenker's  brigade  was 
ordered  from  our  left  to  the  right. 

The  fighting  was  fiercest  about  Henry's  and  Robin- 
son's House,  where  we  had  Bieketts'  and  Oriffin's  bat- 
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teries.  This  position  was  taken  and  retaken  several 
times  during  the  day. 

Despite  our  repeated  repulses  and  heavy  losses  on 
our  left,  the  enemy  were  so  hard  pressed  that  they 
were  about  giving  way,  when  troops  were  seen  march- 
iBg  from  Manassas  Junction.  They  were  the  remain- 
der  of  Johnston's  army,  under  Kirby  Smith.  That  gen- 
eral,  with  his  fresh  troops,  was  ordered  to  attack  our 
right  and  rear:  which  he  did,  supported  by  Early's 
brigade  and  Johnston's  whole  line ;  while  Longstreet, 
Jones,  and  Ewell  pressed  our  left,  and  demonstrated 
on  Centreville. 

This  vigorous  assault,  supported  by  a  heavy  artillery 
fire,  changed  the  tide  of  events.  Our  troops,  highly 
overestimating  the.  strength  of  the  re-enforcements, 
lost  heart,  and  began  to  give  way  at  several  points. 
Our  reserves  seemed  not  available,  or  were  on  their 
march  to  support  our  right  wing  when  the  panic  began 
to  set  in.  To  add  to  this  conftision,  the  teamsters, 
who  had  moved  up  too  close  to  the  main  body  and 
lined  the  Warrenton  road,  became  terror-stricken* 
The  news  spread  that  the  army  was  retreating,  when 
the  teamsters  fiercely  whipped  their  animals,  soon 
blocking  up  the  roads :  citizens,  of  whom  there  were 
a  good  many  looking  on,  rushed  frantically  forward, 
seizing  any  animals  they  could  lay  hands  upon.  These 
were  soon  joined  by  the  panic-stricken  army.    To  add 
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to  the  horror  of  the  troops,  Jones's  rebel  brigade  had 
attacked  Centreville,  and  Blenker's  reserves  were  re- 
treating towards  Washington.  Two  masked  batteries 
opened  on  the  retreating  masses,  blocking  up  the  road 
with  wagons,  caissons,  artillery,  ambulances,  sick  and 
wounded  soldiers.  Artillery  horses  had  their  traces 
cut,  and  were  mounted  by  officers,  privates,  and 
civilians,  who  made  flank  movements  through  the 
fields.  There  was  a  regular  mingling  and  con^sion 
of  soldiers  without  arms,  members  of  Congress  and 
editors  without  hats  or  coats,  ladies  in  buggies, 
wagons,  and  on  horseback ;  special  correspondents,  in- 
cluding BuU  Eun  Eussell,  of  the  London  *  Times,' 
almost  scared  to  death,  while  behind  all  came  the 
rebel  cavalry,  cutting  and  slashing. 

The  disaster  of  Bull  Bun,  when  properly  con- 
sidered, seemed  natural  and  almost  inevitable.  Eaw 
troops  who  had  never  been  in  a  battle  were  hurled 
against  strongly  intrenched  positions,  well  manned 
and  gunned.  They  had  by  desperate  fighting  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  some  of  their 
strongest  lines,  when  fresh  troops  were  hurled  against 
them  at  all  points.  As  for  the  panic,  it  was  first  com- 
menced by  the  teamsters  and  civilians ;  and  the  mHitia, 
not  knowing  much  more  about  a  battle,  became  in- 
fected, and  thus  it  spread  to  the  whole  army.  Such  a 
thing  could  not  happen  with  an  army  six  months  in 
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the  field.  It  taught  the  conntrj  a  lesson,  and  made 
the  leaders  laj  their  plans  with  more  judgment  in 
future.  It  was,  after  all,  bnt  a  training-school  to  open 
men's  eyes  to  the  real  necessities  and  responsibilities  of 
war. 

iNCIDEtNTS  OF  THE  BaTTLE. 

The  standard-bearer  of  the  green  flag  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth  was  shot  down,  bnt  the  flag  was  instantly  raised 
again.  The  second  man  was  shot,  and  a  rebel  tore  the 
flag  from  his  grasp.  Exerting  himself  he  shot  down 
the  rebel,  rescuing  the  flag,  and  seized  a  rebel  color ;  bnt 
he  was  soon  overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the  trophy 
taken  from  him,  besides  being  taken  prisoner  with  his 
own  flag.  He  h.ad  a  concealed  revolver,  and  shot  the 
two  men  in  charge  of  him,  and  captured  a  captain's 
sword  and  a  prisoner,  which  he  brought  in  with  him. 
His  name  was  John  D.  Keefe,  of  Meagher's  Zouaves. 

The  Sixty-ninth  left  the  field  in  good  order,  with 
colors  flying.  Oolonel  Corcoran  formed  the  remnant 
of  his  forces  into  a  kind  of  square  to  meet  a  charge  of 
cavalry,  which  they  repulsed.  As  they  gained  the 
road  they  were  again  charged  on,  and  Colonel  Corco- 
ran was  wounded  through  the  leg.  The  crowd  and 
pressure  of  fugitive  troops  rushing  by  was  so  great, 
and  the  conftision  so  general,  that  his  men  lost  sight 
of  him,  and  he  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  along  with 
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Captain  James  Mclvor,  Lieutenant  Edward  Oonnollj, 
Color-Sergeant  John  Murphy,  Sergeant  William 
O'Donohue,  and  about  thirty  privates.^ 

When  lying  in  front  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  before 
the  charge,  the  raised  flag  was  a  prominent  mark  for 
the  enemy.  Colonel  Corcoran  ordered  the  man  to 
lower  it. 

"Don't  ask  me,  colonel,"  he  replied;  "I'll  never 
lower  it,"  and  was  instantly  killed.  Another  sprang  to 
it,  and  met  the  same  fate.  Colonel  Corcoran  was 
everywhere  conspicuous,  cheering  on  and  rallying  the 
troops :  even  when  wounded  he  checked  the  rebel  ad- 
vance with  his  little  band,  and  disdained  to  leave  the 
field  until  he  w&scaptured  at  his  post  of  honor. 

A  Southern  officer  said  that,  amid  the  few  which 
held  ground,  Corcoran's  Irish  regiment  stood  "like  a 
rock 'in  the  whirlpool  rushing  past  them.  .  .  The  Irish 
fought  like  heroes,"  and  at  the  end  "did  slowly  retire." 

The  losses  in  the  battle  were,  all  told,  about  two 
thousand  Federals  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  Con- 
federates. The  Federals  lost  most  of  their  artillery, 
stores,  and  arms.  The  Sixty-ninth  lost  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 

George  Wilkes,  who  witnessed  the  battle,  in  his 
paper,  *  The  Spirit  of  the  Times,'  says : 

"The, Sixty-ninth,  which,  with  the  Scotch  regiment 
of  Wisconsin  men  and  the  New  York  Thirteenth,  had 
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been  wading  through  batteries  since  their  arrival  on 
the  field,  marched  past  in  splendid  order,  their  banners 
flying  as  if  on  review,  and  their  faces  sternly  set. 

"  They  passed  down  the  hill,  obliquely  to  the  right, 
on  their  road  to  support  Griffin's  battery,  which  was 
within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  artillery  of  the  foe. 
Though  silent  as  they  passed,  a  shout  rose  in  a  few 
seconds  afterwards  from  the  direction  they  had  taken, 
which  every  listener  could  mark  for  theirs,  and  the 
spiteful  one  which  responded  from  the  rebel  battery 
was  soon  quelled  by  the  volume  of  their  musketry. 
Most  prominent  among  them  was  Meagher,  the  Irish 
orator,  who  frequently,  dming  the  contest  of  that 
turbulent  day,  waved  the  green  banner  of  his  r^- 
ment  up  and  down  the  hottest  line  of  fire." 

The  Special  Correspondent  of  *  The  World,'  writ- 
ing, said : 

•  "  It  was  a  brave  sght — that  rush  of  the  Sixty-ninth 
to  the  death-struggle  !  With  such  cheers  as  those 
which  won  the  battles  of  the  Peninsula,  with  a  quick 
step  at  first,  and  then  a  double-quick,  and  at  last  a  run, 
they  dashed  forward  along  the  edge  of  the  extended 
forest.  Coats  and  knapsacks  were  thrown  to  either 
side,  that  nothing  might  impede  their  work;  but  we 
know  that  no  guns  would  slip  from  the  hands  of  those 
determined  fellows,  even  if  dying  agonies  were  needed 
to  close  them  with  a  firmer  grasp.    As  the  line  swept 
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along,  Meagher  galloped  towards  the  head,  crying, 
*  Come  on,  boys !  you  have  got  your  chance  at  last.'  I 
have  not  seen  him,  but  heard  that  he  fonght  magnifi- 
cently." 

The  Southerners  themselves  spoke  of  the  fighting  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  in  the  highest  terms.  One  journal 
said: 

"  No  Southerner  but  feels  that  the  Sixty-ninth  main- 
tained the  old  reputation  of  Irish  valor — on  the  wrong 
side.  *  *  *  All  honor  to  the  Sixty-ninth,  even  in 
its  errors." 

Judge  Holt,  in  addressing  the  volunteers  in  Ken- 
tucky, said :  "  Leonidas  himself,  while  surveying  the 
Persian  host  that  like  a  troubled  sea  swept  onward  to 
the  pass  where  he  stood,  would  have  been  proud  of 
the  leadership  of  Irishmen  (Sixty-ninth)." 

The  following  amusing  dialc^ue,  which  is  stated  to 
have  taken  place  between  an  Irish  TJhited  States  cav- 
alryman and  his  officer,  will  show  how  true  was  Pat's 
allegiance  to  the  fiag  he  had  sworn  to  defend : 

Officer. — ^Well,  Pat,  ain't  you  going  to  follow  the 
General  (Twiggs)  ? 

Pat, — If  Gineral  Scott  ordhers  us  to  follow  him,  sir, 
begor  Toby  (Pat's  horse)  can  gallop  as  well  as  the  best 
of  'em. 

0. — ^I  mean,  won't  you  leave  the  abolition  anny, 
and  join  the  &ee  South  ? 
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« 

P. — Begor  I  never  enlisted  in  the  abolition  army, 
and  never  will.  I  agreed  to  sarve  Uncle  Sam  for  five 
years,  and  the  divil  a  pin-mark  was  made  in  the  con- 
tract, with  my  consint,  ever  since.  When  my  time  is 
up,  if  the  army  isn't  the  same  as  it  is  now,  I  won't 
join  it  again. 

0. — ^Pat,  the  "  Second  "  (Cavalry)  was  only  eighteen 
months  old  when  you  and  I  joined.  The  man  who 
raised  our  gallant  regiment  is  now  the  Southern  Presi- 
dent :  the  man  who  so  lately  commanded  it  is  now  a 
Southern  general.  Can  you  remain  in  it  when  they 
are  gone  ? 

jP. — Well,  you  see  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  lieu- 
tenant C,  I  aint  much  of  a  scholar;  I  can't  argue  the 
question  with  you ;  but  what  would  my  mother  say  if 
I  deserted  my  colors  ?  Oh,  the  divil  a  give  I'll  ever 
give  in,  now,  that's  the  ind  of  it.  I  tried  to  ran  away 
once,  a  few  weeks  after  enlistin',  but  a  man  wouldn't 
be  missed  thin.  It's  quite  different  now,  lieutenant, 
and  I'm  not  going  to  disgrace  either  iv  my  countries. 

O. — ^Do  you  know  that  you  will  have  to  fire  on 
green  Irish  colors,  in  the  Southern  ranks? 

jP. — And  won't  you  have  to  fire  on  them  colors 
(pointing  to  the  flag  at  Fort  Bliss)  that  yerself  and  five 
of  us  licked  nineteen  Injins  under?  Sure  it  isn't  a 
greater  shame  for  an  Irishman  to  fire  on  Irish  colors 
than  for  an  American  to  fire  on  American  colors. 
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An'  th'  oath  '11  be  on  my  side,   you   know,  Keuten- 
ant. 

O. — ^D — ^n  the  man  that  relies  on  Paddies,  I  say. 

P. — The  same  compliments  to  desarters,  yer  honor. 


General  Meagher  has  paid  the  following  handsome 
compliment  to  the  memory  of  Colonel  Haggerty : 

"  On  the  silent  fields  which  these  noble  mountains 
overlook  and  these  deep  graves  shadow,  I  see  many  a 
strong  and  gallant  soldier  of  the  Sixty-ninth  whom  I 
knew  and  loved ;  and  they  lie  there  in  the  rich  sun- 
shine, discolored  and  cold  in  death.  AU  of  them  were 
from  Ireland,  and  as  the  tide  of  life  rushed  out,  the 
last  thought  that  left  their  hearts  was  for  the  liberty  of 
Ireland.  Prominent  among  them,  strikingly  notice- 
able by  reason  of  his  large  iron  frame  and  the  boldly 
chiselled  features,  on  which  the  impress  of  great 
strength  of  will  and  intellect  was  softened  by  a  con 
stant  play  of  humor  and  the  goodness  and  grand  sim- 
plicity of  his  heart — wrapped  in  his  rough  old  over- 
coat, with  his  sword  crossed  upon  his  breast,  his  brow 
boldly  uplifted  as  though  he  were  still  in  command, 
and  the  consciousness  of  having  done  his  duty  sternly 
to  the  last  animating  the  Eoman  face — there  lies 
James  Haggerty — a  braver  soldier  than  whom  the 
land  of  Sarsfield  and  Shields  has  not  produced,  and 
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whose  name,  worked  in  gold,  upon  the  colors  of  the 
Siirty-ninth,  should  be  henceforth  guarded  with  aU  the 
jealousy  and  pride  which  inspires  a  regiment  when- 
ever its  honor  is  at  stake  and  its  standards  are  in 
peril." 
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CHAPTER  n. 


Ketarn  of  the  Sixty-ninth. — Its  Beoeption.— Demonstration  at  Joneses 
Wood. — Colonel  Meagher  authorized  to  raise  a  new  Begiment  'or 
Brigade. — Ably  assisted  by  Committee. — Fort  Schuyler. — Interesting 
Ceremony  and  Speeches  at  Presentation  of  Colors. — ^Departure  of  Sixty- 
ninth  for  Virginia. — ^The  other  Begiments  follow.—Deputation  of  Offi- 
cers waits  on  the  President. 


On  their  retnm  to  New  York  the  men  and  officers 
received  a  r^ular  ovation.  Their  reception  in  Wash 
ington,  Philadelphia,  and  even  Baltimore,  which  at 
that  time  strongly  favored  secession,  was  enthusiastic. 
In  New  York  the  civic  and  military  bodies  turned 
out  to  receive  them.  The  multitude  that  crowded 
Broadway  were  wild  with  excitement,  and  gave  vent 
to  their  feelings  in  vociferous  cheers.  Banners  and 
flags  were  dipped  in  salute  as  the  brave  fellows 
marched  by,  handkerchie&  waved  from  fair  hands,  and 
bouquets  of  flowers  rained  down  on  them.  War  was 
novel  to  the  people ;  it  was  a  splendid  game,  with  its 
gilded  fascination ;  and  the  heroes  of  the  occasion  were 
now  cheered  and  f^ted,  and  graced  a  New  York 
holiday. 
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There  was  one  drawback  to  mar  the  joyous  wel- 
come. 

The  presence  of  its  gallant  colonel  was  missed  from 
the  head  of  the  column.  His  praise  was  the  general 
theme,  yet  he  was  not  there  to  thank  the  greeting  mul- 
titude, and  reports  were  so  contradictory  regarding  his 
fate  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  one  lost  forever. 
Other  familiar  faces,  too,  were  missing.  Some  were 
pining  in  dungeons,  others  had  fought  the  good  fight, 
and  now  slept  as  soldiers  should. 

Soon  after  the  return  of  the  regiment  a  grand  and 
enthusiastic  festival  was  held  at  Jones's  Wood,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  convention  of  Irish  societies,  in  be- 
half of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  members  of  the 
regiment  slain  at  Bull  Bun.  It  was  computed  that 
there  were  over  twenty  thousand  present  on  the  oc- 
casion, which,  considering  that  an  entrance  fee  was 
charged,  was  one  of  the  grandest  demonstrations  which 
took  place  in  support  of  the  war. 

Captain  Meagher,  who  was  the  orator  of  the  occa- 
sion, was  introduced  in  a  few  appropriate  remarks  by 
Judge  Connolly,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  ar- 
rangements, and  a  zealous  worker  in  support  of  the 
Irish  soldier  and  the  wants  of  their  families. 

Captain  Meagher  stepped  forward,  and  was  received 
with  a  burst  of  applause.  He  was  fresh  from  the 
battle-field,  where   he   had  honorably  baptized    his 
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maiden  sword,  and  his  reception  was  a  fit  appreciation 
of  his  bravery  and  talent. 

His  speech  on  the  occasion  was  truly  grand  and 
sublime — a  noble  tribute  to  brother-soldiers  in  battle, 
a  high  eulogium  on  the  greatness  and  justness  of  the 
American  Constitution,  and  a  powerful  appeal  to  his 
countrymen  to  rise  in  defence  of  the  flag  which  waved 
its  protecting  folds  Over  them,  when  fleeing  from  the 
upas  poison  of  England's  supremacy. 

He  gave  a  vivid  account  of  the  operations  of  the 
regiment  during  its  service,  and  of  its  noble  behavior 
in  the  battle. 

This  able  speech  had  a  powerful  influence  in  firing 
up  the  spirits  of  the  people  and  inducing  them  to  join 
the  army. 

On  the  15th  of  August  Captain  Meagher  received  a 
telegram  from  General  Fremont,  highly  compliment 
ary  to  both  parties : 

HSADQUABTEKS  DSPABTMBNT  OF  THB  We8T, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  August  15,  1861. 

Captain  Thomas  F.  Meaghbb: 

WiU  70a  accept  the  position  of  aide-de-camp  on  my  staff,  with 
rank  of  colonel  ?   If  so,  report  to  me. 

John  C.  Fremont, 

Msgor-Qeneral  Commanding. 

This  handsome  offer  was  gracefully  declined  by  Cap- 
tain Meagher,  as  he  had  been  apprised  that  the  Sixty- 
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ninth  was  about  re-enlisting,  and  he  was  offered  the 
colonelcy  of  it. 

He  at  once  wrote  to  the  War  Department,  offering 
his  services,  as  well  as  those  of  his  regiment,  and  soon 
received  the  following  official  reply : 

Wab  Department,  Washington, 
August  80, 1861. 

Colonel  Thomas  F.  Mbagheb,  New  York : 

Sm — The  regiment  of  in&ntij  known  as  the  Sixty-ninth  In£&nti7, 
which  yon  offer,  is  accepted  for  three  years,  or  daring  the  war,  pro- 
vided yon  have  it  ready  for  marching  orders  in  thirty  days.  This 
acceptance  is  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  this  department 
wiU  revoke  the  commissions  of  all  officers  who  may  be  fomid  in- 
competent for  the  proper  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Your  men  will  be  mustered  into  the  United  States  service  in 
accordance  with  General  Orders  Nos.  58  and  61. 

You  are  further  authorized  to  arrange  with  the  colonels  com- 
manding of  four  other  regiments  to  be  raised  to  form  a  brigade,  the 
brigadier-general  .for  which  wUl  be  designated  hereafter  by  the 
proper  authority  of  Qovemment. 

Very  respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Thomas  A.  Scott, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  War. 

On  receipt  of  this  order,  Colonel  Meagher,  aided  by 
his  numerous  Mends  and  fiiends  of  the  cause,  decided 
on  forming  an  Irish  Brigade,  and  oflFering  the  com- 
mand  to  General  Shields,  whose  arrival  from  California 
was  soon  expected. 

He  designed  raising  three  regiments  in  New  York, 
one  in  Massachusetts,  and  another  in  Pennsylvania. 


TB£     IRISH     BRIGADE.  51 

In  B.  S.  Treanor,  Esq.,  of  Boston,  he  found  an  able 
sapporter  and  assistant. 

In  New  York,  too,  he  was  ably  supported  by  several 
prominent  and  patriotic  citizens.  Foremost  among 
them  with  their  advice,  their  services,  and  their  parses 
were  Archbishop  Hughes,  Judge  Daly,  Daniel  Devlin, 
James  T.  Brady,  Andrew  Carrigan,  John  Savage,  Rich- 
ard O'Gorman,  and  others.  An  address  was  issued 
and  committees  formed.  The  names  of  the  members 
and  their  patriotic  objects  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
extract: 

^^  To  aid  in  the  formation  and  dispatch  of  the  Irish 
Brigade,  a  committee  of  citizens  who  sympathize  with 
the  movement  has  been  organized,  and  now  appeals  to 
the  public,  and  particularly  to  all  who  claim  Irish  birth 
or  lineage,  for  assistance  in  this  most  important  object. 

"The  nfones  of  the  sub-committees  vsrill  be  found 
below. 

"  The  committee  on  collections  is  charged  with  the 
organization  of  collections  throughout  the  city  and 
vicinity,  and  is  proceeding  rapidly  to  the  formation  of 
ward  collecting-committees,  which  will  be  announced 
in  a  few  days.  Pending  the  organization  of  the  sub- 
ordinate collection-committees,  all  persons  willing  to 
contribute  to  this  national  and  patriotic  object  are  in- 
vited to  hand  in  their  subscriptions,  whether  large  or 
small,  to  any  member  of  the  committee  on  collections. 
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The  committees  are  as  follows : 

"  Joseph  Stuart,  President ;  Bichard  Bell  and  Rich- 
ard O'Gorman,  Vice-Presidents ;  Eugene  Kelly,  Treas- 
urer. 

''  J.  T.  Doyle,  and  subsequently  John  Savage,  Se- 
cretary. 

^^ExEOUTiTE  CoMMFTrBB. — ^Daniel  Devlin,  Bichard 
O'Gorman,  Bichard  Bell,  Joseph  Stuart,  Charles  P. 
Daly,  Andrew  Carrigan,  James  O'Grady,  Samuel 
Sloan,  William  Mitchell,  John  Savage,  Eugene  Eelly, 
John  T.  Doyle. 

"On  Finanoe. — Joseph  Stuart,  Felix  Ingoldsby, 
Bichard  Bell,  Charles  P.  Daly,  Samuel  Sloan,  William 
Watson. 

"  On  Equificent. — ^Walter  Magee,  Edward  C.  Don- 
nelly, Andrew  Carrigan,  Joseph  P.  Quin,  Eugene 
Kelly. 

"On  Belief. — ^Andrew  Carrigan,  Edward  Hart, 
John  Hennessy,  Bernard  Casserly,  Felix  E.  O'Bourke, 
Charles  P.  Daly,  James  B.  Nicholson. 

"  On  Collections. — James  O'Grady,  Steph^i  Phil- 
bin,  Edward  C.  Donnelly,  Bichard  O'Gorman,  Denis 
Hennessy,  Andrew  Carrigan,  Edmund  H.  Miller,- 
James  Murphy,  Henry  L.  Hoguet,  William  P.  Powers, 
WiUiam  L.  Cole,  of  New  York. 

"  Samuel  Sloan,  Peter  Bice,  Daniel  O'Beilly,  Ed- 
ward Hart,  Bernard  Casserly,  of  Brooklyn." 
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The  exertions  of  Colonel  T.  F.  Meagher  were  ably 
assisted  by  the  above  committee.  Under  such  com- 
bined influence,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  ranks  filled 
up  rapidly. 

As  each  company  was  formed  and  mastered  in  it 
was  sent  to  Fort  Schuyler,  under  conmiand  of  Colonel 
Robert  Nugent. 

At  the  formation  of  the  Sixty-third,  a  deputation  of 
officers  offered  its  colonelcy  to  Felix  E.  O'Rourke, 
Esq. 

So  great  was  the  rush  of  Irishmen  to  the  ranks  of 
the  Brigade,  that  recruits  came  fi-om  Albany,  TJtica, 
Buffalo,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  remote  towns  and  places. 

The  Philadelphia  regiment  was  to  be  commanded 
by  Captain  Robert  Emmet  Patterson,  of  the  regular 
army,  and  son  of  General  Patterson.  This  was  to  be 
accompanied  by  a  squadron  of  cavalry  under  Captain 
Gallagher,  for  years  instructor  in  cavalry  tactics  in 
Carlisle  Barracks. 

The  Boston  regiment  was  to  be  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Matthew  Murphy. 

The  patriotic  ladies  of  New  Fork  caught  up  the  en- 
thusiasm, and  resolved  themselves  into  an  effective 
working  committee,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  up  an 
embroidered  stand  of  colors  for  each  of  the  New  York 
regiments  of  the  Irish  Brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  the  6th  of   October,  Colonel 
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Meagher  delivered  one  of  his  most  brilliant  addresses 
to  a  crowded  audience  in  the  Academy  of  Mnsic,  tak- 
ing for  his  subject,  "  The  Irish  Soldier — BBs  History 
and  present  Duty  to  the  American  Eepublio — ^The 
National  Cause,  its  Justice,  Sanctity,  and  Grandeur — 
The  Memories  of  the  National  Flag,  and  its  promised 
Glory."  The  gifted  speaker  seemed  almost  inspired 
as  he  described  the  many  battle-fields  in  which  the 
Irish  soldier  had  made  his  mark.  Then  he  depicted 
in  thrilling  words  the  grandeur  and  greatness  of  the 
American  nation  and  its  glorious  Constitution,  and  the 
duty  Irishmen  owed  to  a  Government  which  threw 
open  its  protecting  arms  to  receive  them,  exfles,  to  its 
maternal  bosom.  This  truly  eloquent  speech  had  good 
eflFect,  and  brought  many  a  stalwart  recruit  to  the 
ranks  of  the  Irish  Brigade. 

Fort  Schuyler,  named  in  honor  of  General  Schuyler, 
commands  a  splendid  view  of  Long  Island  Sound.  It 
has  fine  casemates,  an  extensive  esplanade,  and  mounts 
several  guns  of  large  calibre.  The  interior  is  roomy 
and  spacious  for  drill  purposes.  The  situation  of  the 
fort,  on  a  jutting  neck  of  land,  is  delightfuL 

Here  the  men  spent  their  time  pleasantly  enough, 
reclining  on  the  grass,  watching  the  innumerable  sloops 
and  steamers  floating  by ;  or  perched  along  the  beach, 
rod  in  hand,  awaiting  a  nibble ;  or,  perhaps,  watching 
the  declining  sun  gilding  the  woods  with  its  golden 
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beams,  while  around  was  diffiised  the  piLq>le  haze  ot  ' 
an  Indian  summer. 

This  was  the  AJbma  Mater  of  the  Brigade,  where  it 
learned  its  A  B  C  of  military  tactics.  Here  friend- 
ships were  formed  to  be  severed  only  by  death.  Here 
they  were  visited  by  their  wives  and  children,  and 
many  a  pleasant  day  passed  over  in  sweet  forgetfnlness 
of  the  past  and  hope  of  the  future. 

This  soon  passed  away,  and  the  tread  of  the  brave 
fellows'  march  echoed  on  Virginia  battle-plains,  and 
their  banners  soon  flatmted  defiantly  in  the  face  of  the 
foe,  and  coffinless  graves  shrouded  the  manly  hearts 
that  now  vibrated  with  love  and  hope. 

Aflber  a  world  of  toil  and  labor.  Colonel  Meagher 
succeeded  in  fairly  launching  the  Irish  Brigade. 

The  Sixty-ninth  had  its  ranks  filled,  and  was  ordered 
to  Washington.  This  gallant  regiment  was  command- 
ed  by  Colonel  Nugent,  who  served  under  Colonel  Cor- 
coran as  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  old  Sixty-ninth. 

The  ladies  of  New  York  had  prepared  their  colors, 
to  present  to  the  regiment  previous  to  their  departure. 

The  ceremony  was  a  most  imposing  one,  and  was 
attended  by  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  fashion- 
able ladies  and  gentlemen  of  the  city.  The  flags  were 
six  in  number,  with  a  corresponding  number  of  gui- 
dons, and  were  of  the  richest  silk,  and  executed  in  Tif- 
fany's best  style. 
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The  national  flags  were  magnificently  embroidered, 
and  fringed  with  saffron-colored  silk :  the  stars  were 
of  white  silk  on  a  blue  field,  and  in  the  centre,  in  a 
crimson  stripe,  was  the  name  of  the  regiment. 

The  staffs  were  surmounted  by  a  globe,  with  a  gilt 
eagle,  with  the  mounting  heavily  plated  with  gold  and 
embellished  with  two  rich  crimson  tassels  pendent 
from  each. 

The  regunental  flags  were  of  a  deep  rich  green, 
heavily  fringed,  having  in  the  centre  a  richly  em- 
broidered Irish  harp,  with  a  sunburst  above  it  and  a 
wreath  of  shamrock  beneath.  Underneath,  on  a  crim- 
son scroll,  in  Irish  characters,  was  the  motto,  "  They 
shall  never  retreat  from  the  charge  of  lances.'' 

Each  flag  bore  the  numerical  designation  of  its  re- 
spective regiment ;  namely.  Sixty-ninth  Kegiment  New 
York  State  Volunteers,  First  Regiment  Irish  Brigade, 
Eighty-eighth  and  Sixty-third  the  same,  but  designated 
according  to  their  respective  numbers. 

The  staff-mountings  were  silver-plated;  the  top 
being  a  pike-head,  under  which  was  knotted  a  long 
bannerol  of  safeon-colored  silk,  fringed  with  bullion, 
and  marked  with  the  number  of  the  regiment. 

These  flags  looked  gorgeous,  and  the  needlework, 
performed  by  the  fair  donors  themselves,  was  exquisitely 
executed. 

The  guidons  were  got  up  with  like  taste  and  ele- 
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gance,  and  had  the  State  and  brigade  number  of  the 
regiments  embroidered  on  each. 

The  presentation  took  place  at  the  residence  of  his 
Grace  the  Most  Reverend  Archbishop  Hughes,  in 
Madison  Avenue,  on  the  18th  November. 

The  streets  around  the  Archbishop's  residence  were 
crowded  jfrom  an  early  hour.  A  large  nimiber  of  the 
elite  of  the  city  were  present. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Archbishop  in  Europe,  the 
ceremony  was  performed  by  the  Very  Reverend  Dr 
Starrs,  Vicar-General. 

The  steamer  Atlas  brought  the  Sixty-ninth  from 
Fort  Schuyler,  it  being  the  only  regiment  ready  to 
start,  and  the  officers  of  the  other  regiments,  who  had 
come  to  receive  the  flags  and  witness  the  ceremony. 
The  troops  landed  about  eleven  o'clock,  at  the  foot  of 
Thirty-fourth  street,  and  formed  into  column,  and  were 
escorted  by  the  First  Cavalry  and  flanked  by  the  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Hogan  and  McMahon.  On  arriving 
at  Madison  Avenue  the  column  was  halted,  and  faced 
to  the  front,  amid  the  cheers  of  the  multitude. 

The  Very  Reverend  Dr.  Starrs  addressed  the  soldiers 
as  follows : 

"  Soldiers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  officers  and  men,  the 
Most  Reverend  Archbishop  of  New  York,  previous  to 
his  departure  for  Europe,  requested  me  to  attend  on 
this  occasion,  as  his  representative,  and  to  open  the 
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proceedings  by  addressing  to  you  a  few  words.  I 
take  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  his  request.  I 
regret  that  he  is  not  present,  because  I  know  that  you 
would  be  better  pleased  to  see  him  and  hear  his  voice. 
However,  I  know  his  sentiments  in  your  regard ;  I 
know  his  good  wishes  are  with  you ;  I  know  he  has 
confidence  in  your  patriotism  and  your  loyalty  to  the 
Union  and  Constitution.  1  know  that  he  has  con- 
fidence in  the  fidelity  of  the  Irish  soldiers,  for  his- 
tory has  told  us  that  the  Irish  soldier  has  always 
done  his  duty  at  home  and  abroad.  Wherever  his 
services  have  been  employed  he  has  never  been  found 
wanting.  He  has  always  been  faithful  to  the  trusts 
confided  to  him.  I  regret  very  much  the  disturbed 
state  of  our  country, — to  see  this  great  republic,  the 
wonder  of  the  world  for  many  years,  Bo  distracted  by 
civil  war.  I  trust,  ere  long,  that  the  cry  of  war,  which 
has  taken  possession  of  every  part  of  this  great  nation, 
will  pass  away,  and  that  peace  will  be  restored  on  an 
honorable  and  just  basis,  and  all  become  again  united 
and  happy.  1  will  not  detain  you  longer,  as  colors  are 
to  be  presented  to  the  Colonel  of  the  regiment  by  kind 
and  patriotic  ladies,  and  addresses  are  to  be  delivered 
on  their  behalf  by  distinguished  gentlemen  present.  I 
will  conclude  by  exhorting  you  to  be  faithful  soldiers, 
faithfhl  in  the  discharge  of  all  your  duties.  In  the 
time  of  trial  forget    not    your    God — be   Christian 
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soldiers.  And  may  He  who  holds  in  his  hands  the 
issues  of  life  and  death,  and  the  destinies  of  nations, 
be  with  yon  and  direct  you  in  all  your  actions." 

Colonel  iN'ugent  then  advanced  to  the  front,  and  Mrs. 
Chalfin,  the  lady  deputed  to  make  the  presentation  to 
the  Sixty-ninth,  was  led  forward  by  Judge  Daly,  the 
colors  being  borne  by  an  orderly.  Their  appearance 
was  the  signal  for  a  peal  of  cheers.  Judge  Daly 
said: 

"  Colonel  Nugent,  I  am  requested  by  this  lady 
beside  me— Mrs.  Chalfin— the  daughter  of  an  Irish- 
man  and  the  wife  of  an  officer  in  the  regular  army  of 
the  United  States,  and  by  the  ladies  associated  with 
her,  to  offer  to  your  regiment  the  accompanying  stand 
of  colors.  In  committing  to  your  charge  these  two 
flags,  I  need  scarcely  remind  you  that  the  history  of 
the  one  is  preguant  with  a  meaniDg  in  the  light  which 
it  sheds  upon  the  history  of  the  other.  This  green 
flag,  with  its  ancient  harp,  its  burst  of  sunlight,  and  its 
motto  from  Ossian,  in  the  old  Irish  tongue,  recalls 
through  the  long  lapse  of  many  centimes  the  period 
when  Ireland  was  a  nation,  and  conveys  more  elo- 
quently than  by  words  how  that  nationality  was  lost 
through  the  practical  working  of  that  doctrine  of 
secession  for  which  the  rebellious  States  of  the  South 
have  taken  up  arms.  The  period  of  Ireland's  great- 
ness was  attained  when  the  petty  princes  who  ruled 
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separate  parts  of  the  country,  and  kept  it  in  unceasing 
turmoil,  were  finally  subdued,  and  the  spectaple  of  a 
united  people,  under  one  government,  was  presented 
in  the  wise  and  beneficent  administration  of  that  truly 
great  monarch,  Brian  Borhoime.  It  is  that  happy 
period  in  Ireland's  history  upon  which  her  bards  love 
to  dwell,  her  historians  to  dilate,  and  around  which 
cluster  the  proudest  of  her  historical  recollections.  By 
what  means  was  that  nationality  extinguished,  and 
when  did  Ireland's  miseries  begin?  When  her  am- 
bitious leaders,  the  Jefierson  Davises  of  that  period, 
overthrew  the  fabric  of  the  national  government,  and 
instituted  in  its  stead  distinct  and  separate  sovereign- 
ties, through  whose  internal  weakness  and  clashing 
interests  Ireland  was  finally  brought  under  the  power 
of  that  stalwart  English  monarchy  which  has  since 
held  her  in  its  iron  grasp.  Does  an  Irishman,  there- 
fore, ask  what  his  duty  is  in  this  contest  ?  Let  him 
learn  it  in  the  history  of  his  own  country,  in  the  story  of 
that  green  flag.  Let  him,  contemplating  the  sorrows 
of  his  mother  Erin, 

*  Remember  the  days  of  old. 
Ere  her  faithless  sons  betrayed  her/  * 

"What  is  asked  of  an  Irishman  in  this  crisis?  He 
IS  asked  to  preserve  that  government  which  Montgom- 
ery died  to  create,  and  which  those  Irishmen  who 
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Signed  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  George  Tay- 
lor, James  Smith,  and  Matthew  Thornton,  meant  to 
transmit,  with  its  manifold  blessings,  to  every  Irish- 
man who  sbonld  make  this  country  the  land  of  his 
adoption.  To  the  Irish  race  it  has  been  in  every  sense 
a  country.  A  country  where  their  native  energy  and 
stimulated  industry  have  met  with  appropriate  re- 
wards, and  where  they  have  enjoyed  an  amount  of 
political  consequence  and  exercised  a  degree  of  politi- 
cal influence  not  found  in  the  land  of  their  nativity 
Whatever  may  be  the  result  of  our  experiment  of  self- 
government,  the  Irish  race  in  America  is  as  responsible 
for  the  result  as  any  other.  That  it  has  its  defects  none 
of  us  are  vain  enough  to  deny ;  but  if,  in  view  of  what 
it  has  accomplished,  any  Irish  adopted  citizen  is  willing 
to  give  it  up,  let  him  go  and  live  under  the  monarchy 
of  Great  Britain ;  but  if  he  still  has  faith  in  the  teach- 
ings of  Tone  and  the  example  of  Lord  Edward  Fitzger 
aid,  let  him  stand  by  that  form  of  government  here 
which  they  sacrificed  their  lives  to  obtain  for  Irish- 
men. To  preserve  that  form  of  government  here,  it 
must  be  sustained  as  it  has  hitherto  been,  in  the  gran- 
deur, integrity,  and  power  of  a  nation,  and  not  by  a 
Mexican  division  into  weak  and  rickety  republics.  To 
secure  that  great  end,  you  are  now  in  arms,  and  as  a 
part  of  the  military  force  that  has  come  to  the  rescue 
of  the  Republic,  you  and  the  organization  of  which  you 
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form  a  part,  have  a  weighty  and  ennobling  responsi- 
hility. 

"You  have  chosen  to  be  known  by  the  number  of  a 
regiment  abeady  distinguished  in  the  beginning  of  this 
contest,  the  reputation  of  which  you  have  assumed  to 
maintain ;  but  more  than  this,  you  and  the  organization 
to  which  you  belong  have  designated  yourselves  by  the 
proudest  name  in  Irish  military  annals — ^that  of  the  Irish 
Brigade.  That  celebrated  corps  achieved  its  historical 
renown  not  through  the  admitted  bravery  of  its  mem- 
bers merely,  but  chiefly  by  the  perfection  of  its  disci- 
pline ;  and  it  will  be  precisely  in  the  proportion  that 
you  imitate  it  in  this  respect,  that  you  will  or  will  not 
be  known  hereafter.  The  selection  of  such  a  name 
only  renders  the  contrast  more  glaring  in  the  event  of 
inefficiency  and  incompetency ;  and  it  were  well,  there- 
fore, that  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  new  organization 
should  remember  that  if  any  part  of  the  glory  which 
the  Irish  Brigade  achieved  upon  the  plains  of  Eamilies, 
the  heights  of  Fontenoy,  and  at  the  gate  of  Cremona, 
is  to  descend  upon. them,  it  will  not  be  by  adopting  its 
name,  but  by  proving  hereafter,  by  their  discipline  and 
by  their  deeds,  that  they  are  worthy  to  bear  it. 

"  You,  too.  Colonel  Nugent,  have  your  own  respon- 
sibility. You  bear  the  name  of  that  gallant  Colonel 
Nugent  who,  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  horse,  at  the 
battle  of  Spires,  broke  the  compact  infantry  of  the 
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PriDce  of  Hesse,  and  decided  the  fortune  of  the  day. 
The  Irish  soldier  has  been  distinguished  by  military 
critics  for  his  recognition  of  the  necessity  of  implicit 
military  obedience,  for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  he 
endures  the  privations  and  hardships  incident  to  a 
military  life,  and  for  his  daring  impetuosity  in  battle. 
Look  to  it,  tliat  you  maintain  that  character. 

"  Sir  Charles  Napier  has  borne  the  highest  compli 
ment  to  the  merits  of  a  discipUned  Irish  regiment,  in 
the  account  which  he  gives  of  the  one  led  by  him  at 
the  battle  of  Meeanee,  in  the  war  of  Scinde,  and 
which  he  calls  *  magnificent  Tipperaryl'  With  this 
single  corps  of  but  four  hundred  men  and  two  thou- 
sand native  troops  he  encountered  and  defeated  twenty- 
eight  thousand  of  the  warlike  Belooches.  Of  the  de- 
cisive charge  with  the  bayonet  he  glowingly  tells  us 
how  this  thoroughly  disciplined  Irish  regiment  moved, 
as  on  a  review,  across  a  plain  swept  by  the  fire  of  the 
enemy,  the  men  keeping  touch  and  step,  And  looking 
steadfastly  in  the  face  of  their  foe.  These  are  examples 
of  Irish  valor  when  regulated  by  discipline,  which,  if 
you  may  not  rival,  you  can  at  least  try  to  imitate. 

"  Again,  I  commit  these  colors  to  your  charge,  and 
in  view  of  the  obligation  imposed  upon  every  oflicer 
and  soldier  by  their  acceptance,  it  may  not  be  out  of 
place  to  mention  in  that  connection,  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war,  I  had  occasion  to  offer,  as  the 
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gift  of  a  woman,  I  think  the  first  flag  presented  to  a 
regiment  departing  from  this  city  for  the  defence  of 
the  National  Capital.  Of  that  regiment,  the  old  Sixty- 
ninth,  you,  sir,  were  the  second  in  command ;  and  at 
the  head  of  it  was  the  noble-minded,  high-spirited,  and 
gallant  oflScer  to  whom  so  much  of  its  after  character 
was  due.  A  descendant  by  the  female  line  of  that  il- 
lustrious Irish  soldier,  Patrick  Sarsfield,  Earl  of  Lucan, 
whose  name  is  identified  with  the  siege  of  Limerick, 
and  who  fell  fighting  at  the  head  of  his  brigade  upon 
the  bloody  field  of  Landen,  Colonel  Corcoran,  in  the 
spirit  of  his  noble  ancestor,  received  that  fiag  with  a 
soldier's  promise,  and  kept  that  promise  with  a  soldier's 
feith.  It  was  not  brought  back  from  the  field  of  Ma- 
nassas on  that  day  of  disastrous  rout  and  panic,  but 
he  at  least  and  the  little  band  who  stood  around  him 
in  its  defence  went  with  it  into  captivity.  I  need  say 
no  more,  when  presenting  this  splendid  gift  with  which 
these  ladies  have  honored  your  regiment,  than  to  point 
to  this  Irish  example  of  the  faith  and  fidelity  that  is 
due  by  a  soldier  to  his  fiag.  Colonel  Corcoran  is  now 
within  the  walls  of  a  rebel  prison,  one  of  the  selected 
victims  for  revengeful  Southern  retaliation ;  bnt  lie  has 
the  satisfaction  of  feeling  that  he  owes  his  sad,  though 
proud  pre-eminence,  to  having  acted  as  became  a  de- 
scendant of  Sarsfield. 

"Of  this  beautiful  American  standard,  illustrative 
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alike  of  the  mnnificence  of  its  donors  and  of  the  skill 
of  the  hands  that  wrought  it,  I  would  say  to  you,  as  a 
parting  injunction,  in  the  language  of  John  Savage's 
song  of  the  Sixty-ninth — 

'Plant  that  fla^ 
On  fort  and  crag; 
With  the  people's  yoioe  of  thunder.'  *' 

When  the  cheers 'that  followed  Judge  Daly's  re- 
marks subsided.  Colonel  Nugent  received  the  flags 
from  Mrs.  Chalfin,  and  made  a  very  appropriate  reply. 

Colonel  Baker  and  the  oflScers  of  the  Eighty-eighth 
stepped  in  front  of  the  archiepiscopal  residence,  when 
Mrs.  Thomas  F.  Meagher  was  led  forward  by  Malcolm 
Campbell,  Esq.  The  appearance  of  this  distinguished 
and  patriotic  lady,  to  whose  exertions  the  ceremonial 
of  the  day  was  largely  owing,  was  hailed  in  the  most 
exultant  manner.  Mr.  Campbell's  address  was  in  a 
spirited  and  patriotic  style.  He  alluded  to  the  past 
services  of  the  Irish  soldier,  and  concluded  thus : 

^'With  confidence  and  hope,  then,  the  hands  of 
beauty  commit  these  standards  to  the  protection  of 
Irish  valor.  Guard  them  well — bear  them  firmly 
through  the  shock  of  battle — make  the  fiaunting  fiag 
of  sedition  trail  in  the  dust  before  these  insignia  of 
the  majesty  of  the  people,  and  return  them,  in  tattered 
shreds  if  you  will,  dyed  in  blood,  and  begrimed  with 
the  dust  and  smoke  of  battle,  but    free  from  the 
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slightest  stain  or  speck  of  dishonor.  Do  this,  and  there 
is  stUl  hope  that  the  wish  that  lingers  on  the  lips  of 
your  dying  patriots  may  yet  be  gloriously  realized, 

*  That  in  the  dajs'to  come  the  Oreen  shall  flutter  o'er  the  BedJ  ** 

Colonel  Baker  received  the  colors  from  Mrs, 
Meagher,  and,  having  transferred  them  to  the  color- 
bearer,  made  a  very  suitable  reply. 

Colonel  Meagher,  as  commandant  of  the  proposed 
fifth  regiment  of  the  Brigade,  then  advanced  to  the 
front,  the  regimental  standards  were  brought  forth, 
and  Miss  Devlin,  who  was  to  present  them,  was  led 
forward  by  John  T.  Doyle,  Esq.,  who  addressed  Colo- 
-xol  Meagher  and  his  officers  in  an  able  and  patriotic 
^jL»eech,  which  he  concluded  thus : 

"  Sir,  these  colors  are  the  gift  of  fair  women  to 
orave  men.  I  need  say  nothing  to  you  or  to  your  re- 
giment as  to  the  way  you  are  to  guard  them.  Tou 
know  a  soldier's  duty,  and  will  discharge  it.  When 
the  war  is  over,  and  peace  and  Union  have  been  re- 
stored, you  will  bring  them  back  here,  stained  perhaps 
v^ith  the  dust  and  smoke  of  battle,  reddened  with 
blood,  rent  into  strips  by  the  storm  and  the  wind,  and 
riddled  with  bullets,  so  that  the  stars  may  be  seen 
through  them.  But  you  will  bring  them  back  untar- 
nished by  defeat  or  dishonor.  So  shall  they  be  pre- 
served forever,  hung  up  as  sacred  relics,  which  will 
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coihmemofate  to  ttd  and  to  our  poeteritj  for  all  time 
the  deeds,  the  suflferings,  the  victc«ie8,  and  the  virtues 
of  the  Irish  Brigade." 

Colonel  Meagher  received  the  colors  from  the  hands 
of  Miss  Devlin.  He  made  a  short  speech  in  reply, 
thanking  the  noble,  patriotic  ladies  for  their  handsome 
present,  and  assuring  them  that  these  flags  would  be 
preserved  inviolate,  and  would  be  guarded  by  them 
while  a  man  of  the  regiment  remained.  When  con- 
fronting the  foe  with  those  standards  before  them,  he 
would  say  to  his  regiment:  "Boys,  look  on  those 
flags ;  remember  the  1 8th  of  November ;  think  of  those 
who  presented  them  to  you;   die  if  necessary,  but 

■ 

never  surrender." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremony  three  cheers 
were  given  for  the  fair  donors,  the  column  was  re- 
formed>  and  proceeded  on  board  the  Atlas. 

The  flag  presentation  to  the  Sixty-third,  made  by 
W.^  E.  Robinson,  Esq.,  had  already  taken  place  on  the 
7th,  at  its  headquarters.  Camp  Carrigan,  David's  Island. 

The  Sixty-ninth  was  enthusiastically  received  in  Bal- 
timore and  Washington,  and  the  other  regiments  made 
rapid  plreparations  to  follow.  The  Sixty-ninth  regi- 
ment remained  a  few  weeks  at  Fort  Corcoran,  but 
early  in  December  was  assigned  to  Major  General 
Sumner's  division,  then  encamped  near  Alexandria. 
Sumner  had  lately  commanded   the  Department  of 
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the  Pacific,  and  was  a  great  admirer  of  Irish  soldiers. 
The  only  trouble  he  had  with  them,  he  said,  was  to 
keep  up  with  them  in  the  charge. 

In  a  few  weeks  the  Eighty-eighth  and  Sixt^-third 
were  ready  to  follow.  They  marched  through  New 
York,  with  Acting  Brigadier-General  T.  F.  Meagher 
and  staff  at  their  head.  The  strength  of  the  brigade 
was  as  follows : 

The  Sixty-ninth,  about  145  men ;  the  Eighty-eighth, 
about  800 ;  and  the  Sixty-third  dose  on  1,000. 

In  a  few  days  they  joined  their  old  comrades  about 
two  miles  from  Alexandria,  on  tiie  road  to  Springfield 
Junction  and  Fairfax.  The  camp-ground  was  on  a 
dry  sloping  hill,  and  commanded  a  magnificent  view. 
The  batteries  of  the  brigade,  under  Captains  Hogan, 
McMahon,  Mitchel,  and  O'Donohue,  were  under  the 
command  of  Major  O'Neil. 

It  was  expected  that  General  Shields  would  take 
conmiand  of  the  brigade,  which  had  been  tendered  to 
him.  Shields  held  the  rank  of  major-general  in  the 
Mexican  army,  and  it  would  be  incompatible  with  his 
dignity  and  services  to  take  a  brigadiership  with  civilian 
major-generals  over  him ;  besides,  in  his  reply  declining 
the  offer,  he  stated  that  there  was  no  one  so  well  entitled 
to  the  command  as  Colonel  Meagher  himself,  who  had 
raised  the  brigade,  and  shared  the  honors  and  perils  of 
the  first  battle  of  the  war  with  the  gallant  Sixty-ninth. 
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Some  enemies  of  Colonel  Meagher  were  intriguing 
against  him,  and,  in  fact,  wanted  the  command  to  be 
conferred  on  an  American  oflScer. 

When  we  consider  all  he  did,  with  pen  and  tongue, 
to  aid  the  Union  cause,  his  arduous  labors  in  raising 
the  brigade,  we  must  feel  surprised  at  such  petty 
opposition  to  a  command  which  .he  raised  himself. 

As  soon  as  the  oflScers  of  the  brigade  heard  of  these 
intrigues  they  convened  a  meeting.  Resolutions  were 
TLuanimously  adopted  in, favor  of  Colonel  Meagher's 
appointment  to  the  command,  and  the  following  dele- 
gation was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  President,  express- 
ing the  views  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade : 
Majors  Quinlan  and  O'Neil,  Dr.  Reynolds,  Captains 
Maxwell  O'Sullivan,  Butler,  Galway,  McMahon 
(Sixty-ninth),  Hogan,  O'Donaghue,  McMahon,  Lynch 
(Sixty-third),  and  Quartermaster  O'Hanlon. 

The  deputation  was  accompanied  by  Colonel  For- 
ney, and  introduced  by  the  Hon.  Preston  King,  of 
New  York.  The  views  of  the  deputation  were  ably 
seconded  by  the  above  gentlemen,  and  also  by  Colonel, 
afterwards  Major-General,  Frank  P.  Blair,  of  Mis- 
souri. 

The  President  complimented  Colonel  Meagher  for 
his  patriotism  and  devotion ;  also,  for  his  gallant  ser- 
vices at  BuU  Run,  and  for  his  services  in  enrolling 
such  a  fine  body  of  men  as  the  Irish  Brigade. 
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He  promised  to  give  the  subject  liis  earnest  consid- 
eration. 

Next  day  the  name  of  Acting  Brigadier- General 
Thomas  F.  Meagher  was  sent  before  the  Senate  by  the 
President,  for  confirmation  as  brigadier-general 


JEg    ISIsa    BRIOADX.  7X 


CHAPTER  m. 

Removal  of  McDowell. — MoClellan  assumoB  command  of  the  army.— 
Camp  California. — Sketch  of  General  Meagher's  quarters. — ChristmaA 
in  camp. — Mass  in  camp.— camp  scenes  and  camp  amusements.— 
Out  on  picket. — Brigade  drills. — New- Year's  Day  in  camp. 

GENEBAii  MoClellan  had  been  ordered  to  Waah- 
ington,  from  Western  Virginia,  where  he  was  bril- 
liantly snecessftd,  to  replace  General  McDowell,  who 
had  been  relieved  after  the  miserable  failure  of  Bull 
Run. 

On  the  26th  of  July  the  "War  Department  an- 
nounced that  "  The  Department  of  Washington 
and  the  Department  of  Northeastern  Virginia  will 
constitute  a  geographical  division,  under  General  Mc- 
CleUan,  United  States  Army — ^headquarters,  Washing- 
ton." Soon  after  this  the  venerable  and  venerated 
General  Scott  resigned  command  of  the  United  States 
army,  finding  that  the  emergency  required  a  younger 
and  more  active  man,  alid  was  replaced  by  Major- 
General  McClellan. 

McClellan  found  every  thing  in  confusion.  Though 
there  were  about  fifty  thousand  troops  around  Wash- 
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ington,  they  were  badly  armed  and  worse  disciplined. 
He  had  infantry  without  guns  or  camp-eqnipments; 
trappers  on  foot;  artillery  without  horses;  the  com- 
missariat and  quartermaster's  departments  without 
wagons,  and  the  medical  department  without  ambu- 
lances. Out  of  such  a  mass  of  disorganized  elements 
he  had  to  create  an  army,  and  fit  it  out  with  all  the 
necessary  supplies  and  equipments,  before  he  could 
think  of  taking  the  field. 

He  had  the  fall  and  winter  before  him ;  but,  then, 
the  rebels  did  not  mean  to  let  him  rest,  for  Beauregard 
and  Johnston  occupied  Fairfax,  Manassas,  and  other 
important  points,  thus  threatening  Washington ;  while 
a  large  force  had  to  be  detached,  under  Banks,  to 
occupy  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  upper  lines  of  the 
Potomac. 

Camp  California  was  so  called  by  the  brigade  in 
honor  of  Major-General  Sumner,  who  conunanded  the 
division  in  which  the  brigade  served.  General  Sum- 
ner, who  was  also  colonel  in  the  regular  cavalry,  had 
just  returned  from  California. 

The  camp  conmianded  a  splendid  panoramic  view  of 
a  long  stretch  of  country.  It  was  situated  on  a  rising 
ground,  near  the  Seminary,  between  two  and  three 
miles  from  Alexandria.  At  first  it  was  covered  with 
trees  and  dense  brush ;  these  being  cleared  away,  ex- 
cept some  shade-trees,  a  pretty  camp  soon  sprung  up, 
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like  a  canyas  city.  Here  the  three  regiments  were 
pleasantly  encamped,  occupying  the  brows  pf  two  hills, 
between  which  lies  the  road  leading  from  Alexandria 
to  Fairfax.  On  the  right  of  the  road,  as  you  go  from 
Alexandria,  were  the  tents  of  the  Sixty-ninth  and 
Sixty-third,  and  on  the  left  those  of  the  Eighty-eighth. 
From  this  position  there  was  a  very  fine  view.  A  per- 
fect amphitheatre  of  hills  girds  the  plains,  looking 
picturesque  with  their  waving  forests  of  trees  and 
Lum^able  white  tents.  Some  rich  valleys  of  land 
lie  beneath,  and  the  red  brick  walls  of  Alexandria 
glow  in  the  distance.  There  is  a  slight  view  of  the 
waters  of  the  Potomac,  while  distinctly  beyond  it  rise 
the  hills  of  Maryland.  About  ten  miles  on  the  right 
is  Mount  Vernon,  the  home  and  grave  of  the  immor- 
tal "Washington.  The  encampments  were  laid  out 
with  the  regularity  of  streets.  The  tents  looked  com- 
fortable; some  were  boarded,  their  sides  lined  with 
timber  slabs,  and  roofed  with  canvas ;  others  were  built 
of  light  logs,  with  the  interstices  plastered  with  mud. 
Inside  bright  fires  crackled  and  glowed,  giving  them 
a  pleasant,  cheerfcd  appearance ;  while  outside  many  of 
them,  huge  piles  of  burning  logs  made  cQmfortable 
camp-fires.  Around  these  the  men  were  grouped, 
some  cooking,  dome  ftirbishing  up  their  arms  after 
returning  from  drill,  others  pitching  quoits,  or  collected 
together,  listening  to  some  story-teller  spinning  his 
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yams,  or  to  some  veteran  of  the  old  Sixty-ninth  re- 
counting for  the  hundredth  time  the  adventures  of  that 
day — how  they  fought,  and  were  overpowered — ^how 
every  one  ran  away  but  themselves,  and  how  at  length 
they  were  overslaughed  by  that  awful  bugbear,  "the 
Black-horse  Cavalry.'* 

Bull  Bun  was,  in  the  opinion  of  those  engaged  in  it, 
second  only  to  Waterloo,  and  was  a  prolific  subject 
until  greater  events  and  greater  battles  completely 
dwarfed  it.  Throughout  the  day  your  ears  were  as- 
sailed with  the  tramp  of  marching  troops,  the  clashing 
of  arms  as  officers  and  orderlies  dashed  by,  or  as  the 
many  squads  drilling  on  every  side  came  to  an  "  order 
arms"  or  "  fix  bayonets." 

As  we  are  describing  the  camp  of  the  Irish  Brigade, 
it  is  but  fair  that  we  drop  into  headquarters,  and 
give  a  pen-sketch  of  the  chief  of  that  gallant  little 
band,  General  Thomas  F.  Meagher,  and  of  his  quar- 
ters. 

On  a  gentle  slope,  sheltered  by  a  shady  clump  of 
trees,  are  pitched  the  headquarters  of  the  Irish 
Brigade.  In  front  of  the  clean,  white  rows  of  tents 
are  the  American  colors  and  the  Irish  green  flag,  near 
which  a  sentry  with  measured  pace  walks  his  beat. 
In  the  rear  are  less  pretending  tents,  grotesquely  hud- 
dled together. 

These  are  the  quarters  of  the  cooks,  orderlies,  officers' 
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servants,  and  provost-guard.  Here  there  is  an  excit- 
ing bustle ;  some  of  the  men  are  brushing  down  the 
horses  that  have  just  come  in ;  others  are  preparing 
dinner ;  whUe  one  is  amusing  himself  by  scratching  an 
old  asthmatic  fiddle,  and  humming  some  plaintive  Irish 
ditty  about  "  The  girl  I  left  behind  me.'' 

We  next  enter  the  general's  tent.  It  is  small,  but 
neat  and  comfortable.  The  floor  is  nicely  boarded ;  a 
Bed,  covered  with  a  buffalo  robe,  lies  at  one  side ;  a 
huge  fire  of  logs  glows  and  crackles  in  a  cavernous 
chimney  contrived  at  the  rear.  In  the  centre  is  a 
table  covered  with  baize  cloth,  papers,  and  writing  ma- 
terials. Kear  this  stands  an  orderly,  cap  in  hand, 
while  behind  it,  on  a  camp-stool,  folding  a  letter,  sits  a 
man  of  commanding  presence  and  portly  proportions. 

His  head  is  round  and  fair-sized :  his  hair,  which  is 
a  little  inclined  to  gray,  is  brushed  sideways.  His 
features  are  strong  and  distinct,  with  rather  prominent 
nose  and  fimdy  set  lips.  His  face  is  shaven,  except  a 
moustache  and  slight  imperial.  He  is  of  medium 
height,  well  and  finely  built,  with  a  great  depth  of 
chest,  and  fine  development  of  muscle  and  frame.  As 
he  stands  erect,  clothed  in  his  rich  unijfbrm  of  a  briga- 
dier-general, there  is  a  grandeur  and  stateliness,  and  a 
sense  of  intellect  and  power  about  him',  that  make  you 
almost  think  you  are  looking  upon  one  of  the  old  Irish 
princes  of  medieval  times. 
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After  the  disastroufl  failure  of  '48  came  the  felon's 
fate  and  exile.  Even  when  drinking  this  chalice,  the 
martyr's  sonl  quailed  not ;  for  under  the  shadow  of  the 
gallows  he  spoke  words  that  yet  cheer  the  children  of 
the  clubs  and  the  barricades,  and  are  prized  by  the 
scholar  and  patriot. 

After  this  came  the  convict-ship,  with  all  its  loath- 
some associations — ^wanderings  by  sea  and  land  for 
many  a  bleak  day  and  weary  night — exUe  and  loneli- 
ness in  the  back  woods  of  Australia — the  escape,  with 
its  many  dark  and  checkered  reverses. 

America  had  welcomed  him  to  her  bosom:  he  now 
stood  beside  her  in  her  hour  of  need.  His  pen  of 
light  and  his  burning  words  fired  many  a  brave  heart 
to  uphold  the  flag  of  the  Union  with  its  best  blood. 

His  military  reputation  stands  boldly  forth  from  the 
first  Bull  Bun,  through  the  Peninsula's  gloomy  cam- 
paigns ;  on  Antietam's  bloody  plains ;  in  that  desperate 
charge  on  the  heights  of  Fredericksburg;  through 
ChanceUorsville,  until  he  sheathed  his  sword. 

Meet  him  in  sociable  moments,  he  is  overflowing 
with  wit  and  humor  of  the  raciest  kind ;  caustic  and 
cutting  against  intriguers,  speculators,  and  political 
charlatans,  but  genial  and  flowing  towards  his  friends. 
Full  of  buoyant  vivacity,  wit,  humor,  and  historical  lore, 
there  is  no  more  genial,  instructive,  or  delightftd  com- 
panion than  General  Thomas  Francis  Meagher. 
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For  the  most  part,  the  men  were  kept  actively  en- 
gaged during  the  day  by  the  duties  and  routine  of 
camp-life.  It  is  only  at  night  that  this  busy  hum  of 
martial  life  and  bustle  sank  into  repose.  Then  ten 
thousand  camp-fires  glowed  and  sparkled  from  hill  and 
dale,  looking  through  the  darkness  of  night  like  the 
gafr-lights  of  a  city. 

The  imagination  can  easily  picture  the  scene.  The 
sentinels  challenge:  the  sound  of  the  bugle  rings 
clearly  and  musically  on  the  night  air.  Aroimd  the 
immense  pine-fires  that  glow  and  fiame  the  men  were 
grouped,  singing,  joking,  laughing  with  a  lightrhearted 
ease,  as  if  they  never  knew  "  dull  care.'*  Most  of 
them  were  full  of  practical  jokes,  light  and  sparkling 
as  champagne,  and  had  a  gay  faculty  of  taking  the 
sunny  side  of  every  thing. 

Near  one  of  the  huge  fires  a  kind  of  arbor  was  nicely 
constructed  of  the  branches  of  treds,  which  were  so  in 
terwoven  on  one  another  as  to  form  a  kind  of  wall.   In 
side  this,  some  were  seated  on  logs,  some  reclining  in 
true  Turkish  style. 

Seated  near  the  fire  was  Johnny  Flaherty,  discours- 
ing sweet  music  from  his  violin.  Johnny  hailed  from 
Boston ;  was  a  musical  genius,  in  his  way,  and  though 
only  fourteen  years  of  age,  could  play  on  the  bagpipes, 
piano,  and  Heaven  knows  how  many  other  instru- 
ments :  besideliim  sat  his  father,  fingering  the  chanters 
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of  a  bagpipe  in  elegant  style.  It  is  no  wonder  that 
most  of  the  regiment  were  gathered  around  there,  for 
it  was  Christmas  Eve,  and  home-thoughts  and  home- 
longings  were  crowding  on  them;  and  old  scenes 
and  fancies  would  arise  with  sad  and  loving  memo- 
ries, until  the  heart  grew  weary,  and  even  the  truest 
and  tenderest  longed  for  home  associations  this  blessed 
Christmas  Eve. 

Ko  wonder  i^  amidst  snch  scenes,  the  soldier's 
thought  fled  back  to  his  home,  to  his  loved  wife,  to  the 
kisses  of  his  darling  child,  to  the  fond  Christmas  greet- 
ing of  his  parents,  brothers,  sisters,  friends,  until  his 
eyes  were  dimmed  with  the  dews  of  the  heart  The 
exila  feels  a  longing  desire,  particularly  at  Christmas 
times,  for  the  pleasant,  genial  firesides  and  loving 
hearts  of  home.  How  many  of  that  group  will,  ere 
another  Christmas  comes  round,  sleep  in  a  bloody  and 
nameless  grave  I  Generous  and  kind  hands  may  smooth 
the  dying  soldier's  couch ;  or  he  may  linger  for  days, 
tortured  by  thirst  and  pain,  his  festering  wounds  creep- 
ing with  maggots,  his  tongue  swollen,  and  a  fi^xse 
fever  festering  up  his  body  as  he  lies  out  on  that  dreary 
battle-field;  or,  perhaps,  he  has  dragged  himself  be- 
neath the  shade  of  some  pine  to  die  by  inches,  where 
no  eye  but  God's  and  his  pitying  angels'  shall  see  him, 
where  no  human  aid  can  succor  him.  Years  after- 
wards, some  wayfarer  may  discover  a  skieleton  with  the 
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remains  of  a  knapsack  under  the  skull.    This  is  too 
often  the  end  of  the  soldier's  dreams  of  glory,  and  all 

"  The  pride,  pomp,  and  dicmnstance  of  glorious  war." 

It  is  but  a  short  transition  from  love,  and  hope,  and 
life,  to  sorrow  and  death. 

Another  Christmas,  and  many  a  New  England  cot- 
tago,  and  many  a  home  along  the  Ehine  and  the  Shan- 
non, will  be  steeped  in  affliction  for  the  loving  friends 
who  have  laid  their  bones  on  the  battle-fields  of  Yir- 
ginia. 

If  any  indulged  in  such  reflections,  the  lively  tones 
of  Johnny  O'Flaherty's  fiddle,  and  the  noisy  squeaks 
of  his  father's  bagpipes,  soon  called  forth  the  joyous, 
firolicksome  nature  of  the  Celt. 

Groups  were  dancing,  around  the  fire,  jigs,  reels,  and 
doubles. 

Even  the  colored  servants  had  collected  in  a  little 
group  by  themselves,  and  while  some  timed  the  music 
by  slapping  their  hands  on  their  knees,  others  were 
capering  and  whirling  around  in  the  most  grotesque 
manner,  showing  their  white  teeth,  as  they  grinned 
their  delight,  or  "  yah-yahed,"  at  the  boisterous  fun. 

The  dance  is  enlivened  by  laugh,  song,  story,  and 
music;  and  the  canteen,  filled  with  wretched  ^^  commis- 
s^7%"  goes  freely  around,  for  the  men  wish  to  observe 
Christmas-times  right  freely. 
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"  Arrah  musha,  Johnny  O'Maherty,  Bthop  that  fiddl 
and  take  a  drink,  alanna,"  said  a  why  red-hahed  man, 
with  a  strong  Kerry  accent.  "  Do,  Johnny,"  said  the 
father,  who  had  taken  a  long  pull  at  the  canteen  him- 
self, and  now  proflfered  it  to  his  son. 

"  It  is  as  well  to  keep  up  our  spirits  by  pouring 
spirits  down,  for  sure  there's  no  knowing  where  well 
be  this  night  twelvemonth,"  exclaimed  another  of  the 
group,  as  with  a  sigh  he  comforted  himself  from  his 
canteen. 

"  Thrue  for  you.  Bill  Dooley ;  shure  myself  thinks 
that  our  rations  wfll  be  mighty  short  again  another 
Christmas  comes  round,"  said  a  little  cynic,  who  was 
pulling  very  hard  at  a  dudeen. 

"Begor  then,  Jem,  maybe  they  would  be  long 
enough  for  us."   . 

"  Well,  boys,  long  or  short  we  won't  disgrace  the 
poor  ould  dart,  any  way." 

"  Bravo,  Mannigan,  bravo !  you  said  the  truth  in  that." 

"  Bad  scran  if  I  can  see  what  the  ould  dart  (Ire- 
land) has  to  do  with  it  at  aU,  at  all,"  replied  the 
cynic,  as  he  knocked  the  ashes  out  of  his  pipe  against 
the  log. 

"Oh,  dear  mel  do  ye  hear  that?  and  would  you 
disgrace  it?"  exclaimed  an  indignant  patriot. 

"  And  shure  won't  they  be  lookin'  at  us  at  home, 
to  see  how  we'll  fight  J"  said  atiother. 
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"  An'  Pd  rather  be  in  my  grave,  any  day,  than  have 
it  said  that  T  was  a  coward,"  said  a  yonng  fellow,  slap- 
ping his  hand  forcibly  on  his  thigh. 

"  Well,  that's  all  very  fine,"  said  the  cynic,  who, 
seeing  the  force  of  evidence  against  him,  was  fidn 
to 'recant ;  "  bnt,  boys,  if  we  were  %hting  for  the  poor 
onld  dart,  wonldn't  it  be  glorious?" 

"  Bad  luck  to  you,  JeflF  Davis,  any  way ;  only  for  yon 
we'd  be  at  home,  comfortable  and  happy,  with  the  girls, 
this  blessed  Christmas  Eve  I"  exclaimed  a  lovesick  youth. 

How  often  in  the  lull  of  battle  have  I  heard  the 
Irish  soldier,  begrimed  with  powder,  as  he  grasped  his 
comrades'  hands,  exclaim,  *'  What  harm,  if  it  were  for 
the  poor  old  dart  ?" 

How  is  it  that  the  Government  of  England  is  blind 
to  the  ruin  that  a  people  so  numerous  and  powerM  in 
foreign  countries,  and  hating  her  so  intensely,  is  sure 
to  bring  on  her  in  her  hour  of  trouble  ? 

It  might  be  politic  to  try  conciliation,  instead  of  co* 
ercion,  on  such  a  people. 

The  dance  was  followed  by  songs ;  and  those  soft, 
impassioned  Irish  airs,  "  The  girl  I  left  behind  me," 
and  *'  Home,  Sweet  Home,"  flowed  sweetly  and  softly 
from  hearts  that  felt  their  full  force ;  but  as  the  strong 
political  songs  of  **  The  Rapparee,"  and  "  The  Green 
above  the  Red,"  and  "Fontenoy,"  were  chorused 
by  a   hundred  throats,  that  dark  group  of  soldiers, 

3* 
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scattered  aronnd  tlie  fire,  looked  as  if  ready  to  grasp 
their  muskets  and  rast  on  some  hidden  foe. 

These  innocent  and  exciting  revels  continued  mitil 
the  tinkle  of  a  small  bell  from  a  rustic  chapel  suddenly 
hushed  the  boisterous  mirth,  and  all  arose,  reverentially 
doffed  their  hats,  and  proceeded  to  the  chapel. 

Fathers  Willett  and  Dillon  were  going  to  celebrate 
the  midnight  Mass.  The  chapel  tents  were  as  well 
decorated  as  circumstances  would  allow.  In  front  of 
the  open  tent  in  which  the  priest  officiated  were  rude 
benches  of  hewn  logs,  sheltered  on  each  side  and  over- 
head by  boughs  of  trees,  supported  by  poles. 

The  chapel  was  situated  on  the  brow  of  a  hiU,  and 
tall  cedars  and  pines  flung  their  sheltering  arms  over  it. 

Father  DiUon  was  chanting  a  Low  Mass,  the  responses 
being  made  by  Quartermaster  Haverty  and  Captain 
O'Sullivan,  while  the  attentive  audience  crowded  the 
small  chapel,  and  were  kneeling  outside  on  the  damp 
ground  under  the  cold  night-air. 

Father  Dillon  read  the  beautiM  gospel  from  Saint 
Luke,  giving  an  account  of  the  joumeyings  of  Joseph 
and  Mary,  and  the  birth  of  the  infant  Saviour  in  the 
manger  at  Bethlehem ;  after  which  his  hearers  quietly 
retired  to  their  tents. 

The  weather  in  camp  wafi  fine,  almost  resembling  an 
Indian-summer.  A  slight  frost  at  night  and  a  shower 
of  soft  snow  were  the  only  indications  of  winter. 
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In  Yirginia,  tlie  weather  at  this  season  is  generally 
mild  and  balmy,  with  little  of  the  heavy  frost  and 
angry  storms  that  rage  at  the  North. 

Sneh  was  Christmas  morning,  1861,  in  the  camp  of 
the  Irish  Brigade,  where  willing  hearts  piously  wel- 
comed this  holy  festival,  laden  with  the  richest  freight 
of  happy  recollections. 

The  morning  Mass  was  celebrated  in  the  open  air,  in 
order  to  accommodate  the  thronging  worshippers. 

On  that  hili-side,  overlooking  the  tented  valleys, 
the  snrpliced  clergyman,  the  attentive  congregation, 
the  rode  and  picturesque  cha|>el,  were  a  rich  subject 
for  the  pencil  of  the  painter. 

Then  officers  and  men  returned  to  their  quarters, 
and  tried  to  pass  Christmas  day  in  camp  as  pleasantly 
as  possible.  Hospitable  tents  were  crowded,  the 
"materials"  were  somehow  provided,  old  friends  and 
old  flames  at  home  were  toasted,  pipes  were  smoked, 
conversation  became  brilliant,  and  Christmas  night 
was  duly  honored  in  camp. 

We  will  accompany  a  regiment  going  out  on  picket, 
in  order  to  give  our  readers  an  idea  of  how  the  men 
got  on. 

The  Sixty-ninth  left  camp  in  light  marching  order, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Kelly  and  Major 
Cavanagh;  their  blankets  were  thrown  over  their 
shoulders,  their  guns  clean  and  bright.    They  marched 
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past  Clouds'  Mills,  thence  throngli  the  woods  and 
heavy  roads  nntil  they  reached  Edsall's  Hill,  some 
seven  miles  from  camp.  Here  they  halted  and  estab- 
lished their  reserve  post,  while  fiirther  on  they  placed 
the  pickets,  with  strict  orders  to  keep  a  sharp  lookont. 

It  wafi  night ;  the  men  had  to  scramble  through  the 
brush  and  trees,  through  hills  and  ravines,  to  gain  the 
different  stations. 

The  position  of  the  advance  pickets  of  a  cold  winter's 
night,  with  the  sleet,  and  snow,  and  cold  wind  pier- 
cing through  tliem,  is  not  an  enviable  one.  They  are 
not  allowed  any  fire,  for  in  the  thick  brush  beyond,  not 
four  hundred  yards  oft,  are  the  rebel  pickets,  peering 
out  of  their  lairs,  if  they  catch,  the  blaze,  of  ^  fire,  to  re- 
connoitre, or,  perhaps,  to  send  a  bullet  through  some 
unguarded  head. 

Thus  our  pickets  in  front,  quietly  and  noiselessly, 
kept  their  posts.  They  are  relieved  every  four  hours, 
and  then  go  back  to  join  their  comrades,  who  are 
grouped  around  a  blazing  fire  in  some  ravine,  sheltered 
from  the  enemy's  observation.  Here,  they  are  re- 
freshed by  a  pull  at  the  canteen,  and  join  a  game  of 
cards,  or  listen  to  those  wonderfol  tales,  that,  like  those 
of  the  "  Arabian  Nights,"  are  got  up  for  the  entertain* 
ment  of  the  company. 

Behind  these  again,  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  are  the 
headquarters  of  the  regiment.    Colonel    Kelly  and 
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Major  Cavanagh  enjoy  the  shelter  of  a  rudely  con- 
structed log-house,  with  an  entrance  through  which 
yon  scramble  all-fours,  and  so  low  inside  that  you 
could  not  stand  upright.  Yet  they  are  right  merry 
there,  and  the  shanty  is  crowded  with  oflScers,  whose 
companies  are  in  reserve,  and  who  liberally  enjoy  the 
colonel's  hospitality. 

A  fine  fire  blazes  in  the  old  log-hut,  and  the  com- 
pany are  frolicsome  and  jovial,  and  discuss  aU  sorts  of 

on  the  night  air. 

The  officers  of  the  day,  and  perhaps  the  officers  of 
the  guard,  come  to  report;  and  as  they  are  cold,  or 
wet,  or  dry,  as  the  case  may  be,  the  "  materials"  are 
again  called  into  requisition,  and  the  crackling  logs 
are  poked  up  to  make  them  throw  out  more  heat  and 
light. 

At  the  other  fires  around  the  hill  the  men  are  con- 
gregated in  numbers,  enjoying  the  heat  and  reclming 
on  rough  benches,  or  couches  of  cedar  and  pine  boughs. 
Beside  them,  and  within  reach,  are  their  clean  muskets. 
Inexhaustible  funds  of  song  and  story,  jest  and  joke; 
are  circulated  around. 

At  length  some  go  to  sleep,  with  perhaps  the  snow 
or  the  rain  pattering  over  them ;  but  they  are  covered 
by  gum-blankets,  or  their  great-coats,  with  the  capes 
drawn  over  their  heads. 
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The  Bentinels  walk  their  beats,  and  watch  for  the 
slightest  noise. 

Should  an  alarm  be  given,  or  shots  fired  by  the 
advance  pickets,  in  a  moment  all  are  np,  under  arms, 
and  that  hill-side  is  covered  with  men  ready  for  any 
emergency. 

Sometimes  adventurous  officers  and  men  go  out 
beyond  the  picket  lines,  particularly  when  there  are 
farm-houses  in  view,  where  some  little  luxuries  could 
be  procured  ;  or  if  they  chanced  to  contain  the  greater 
attraction  of  some  pretty  secesh  girls,  such  attractions 
were  irresistible. 

Sometimes  the  most  serious  consequences  followed 
these  expeditions.  The  young  ladies,  in  some  cases, 
proved  faithless,  and  betrayed  their  Yankee  admirers ; 
in  other  cases,  observant  bodies  of  the  enemy  gobbled 
up  or  killed  our  adventurers. 

I  knew  two  officers  who  were  betrayed  in  this  way. 
Their  charmers  invited  them  to  a  feast  on  a  certain 
night.  On  their  arrival  they  found  two  other  ladies 
present,  who  were  introduced  as  aunts  who  had  come 
i;o  them  for  safety. 

The  pretended  aunts  were  two  rebel  officers  in  dis- 
guise, and  the  betrothed  lovers  of  the  girls. 

Their  servant,  suspicious  of  treachery,  wormed  the 
plot  out  of  a  colored  girl. 

Mike  pretended  to  be  beastly  drunk,  tumbled  into 
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the  parlor,  makiiig  all  kinds  of  blunders  and  apol- 
ogies, but  managed  to  let  his  master  know  how  things 
stood. 

The  officers  seized  the  pretended  ladies,  deprived 
them  of  their  arms,  and  locked  them  and  their  charmers 
up  in  the  room,  and  made  their  escape,  though  pursued 
by  a^mall  squad  of  mounted  rebels,  who  w(^e  concealed 
in  a  large  outhouse  awaiting  the  signal  from  the  officers 
within. 

These  were  more  fortunate  than  another  friend  of 
mine,  whose  servant  got  killed  and  himself  taken  pris. 
oner,  under  similar  circumstances. 

Perhaps  the  men  of  the  Irish  Brigade  lived  on  better 
terms  with  the  rebels  than  any  others.  Oftentimes,  when 
the  rebel  pickets  were  bitterly  firing  on  our  men,  they 
would  cease  as  soon  as  the  Brigade  relieved  the 
others,  and  a  most  friendly  feeling  would  soon  spring 
up,  and  a  regular  barter  of  coffee,  sugar,  whiskey,  and 
tobacco  take  place!  An  officer  on  one  side  would 
hold  up  a  paper,  as  a  signal  that  he  wanted  an  ex- 
change. This  would  be  answered  on  the  other  side. 
They  would  meet  between  the  lines,  inquire  for  mutual 
friends ;  would  perhaps  learn  that  some  cousin  or  dear 
friend  was  on  the  other  side,  and  send  for  him.  The 
canteen  would  be  emptied,  old  times  and  friends  dis- 
cussed, as  the  little  party  seated  themselves  under  shel- 
ter of  some  clump  of  trees  between  both  lines.    In 
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some  cases  even  officers  ventured  to  spend  a  convivial 
honr  in  the  enemy's  lines.  I  did  it  twice,  in  order  to 
meet  an  officer  who  was  acquainted  with  a  dear 
brother,  a  colonel  in  the  Confederate  service.  All 
this  is  contrary  to  military  orders,  and  wonld  be  se- . 
verely  pnnished ;  but  men  and  officers  will  be  sure  to 
select  their  own  time  for  such  escapades. 

In  front  of  where  the  pickets  of  the  Sixty-ninth 
were  stationed  lay  a  long  stretch  of  country,  compara- 
tively clear.  On  the  opposite  side  of  this  opening  the 
cedars  were  thick,  and  the  bush  dense  and  tangled. 
Within  these  covers  the  rebel  pickets  and  scouts  were 
concealed.  Between  the  hostile  posts  were  several 
farm-houses,  which  were  frequented  by  our  adventur- 
ous scouts,  who  were  attracted  by  the  fascinations 
within,  and  the  surroundings,  in  the  way  of  roosters, 
pullets,  and  grunt^rs,  without.  It  was  ftmny  to  wit- 
ness the  game  of  cross-purposes  between  our  men  and 
the  inmates,  who  were  secret  rebels,  but  pretended 
Unionists,  and  who  wanted  to  glean  all  the  informa- 
tion they  could  for  their  friends. 

"  Well,  dear  me,"  said  a  pretty  "  secesh"  to  a  soldier 
who  was  quite  soft  about  her,  "  what  a  big  army  ye 
have;  why,  I  was  upon  the  top  of  the  hiU,  and  could 
see  all  the  country  covered  with  tents." 

"  Faith,  in  troth,  your  purty  mouth  says  the  truth; 
shure,  though  they  have  all  New  York  making  tents 
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for  US,  we  haven't  half  enough,  and  every  comer  of 
New  York  is  full  of  men  waiting  to  get  tents  to  join 
us,"  replied  our  gay  Celtic  Lothario. 

"  Dear  me ;  I  suppose  yell  soon  march.  Te  cannot 
remain  long  here,  for  want  of  firewood." 

"  That's  what  I'm  thinking  myselfi  All  the  trees 
around  wouldn't  make  toothpicks  for  us,  let  alone 
cooking  and  warming ;  but  faix,  whenever  they  go,  I 
know  somebody  that  will  leave  his  heart  behind  him 
anyway,"  and  our  friend  looked  most  affectionately  at 
the  lovely  tormentor. 

."And  can't  he  stay  with  his  heart?" 

"  Troth  then  that's  what  he'd  like  to  do,  only  it  is 
such  an  ugly  thing  to  be  a  desarter." 

I  think  I  have  given  my  readers  a  good  idea  of  the 
pleasures  and  hardships  of  picket  life,  and  will  now 
return  to  camp  to  witness  a  brigade  drill. 

On  the  27th  of  December  the  Sixty-third,  Siicty- 
ninth,  and  Eighty-eighth  were  ordered  out  for  brigade 
drill  by  Colonel  Nugent.  The  Sixty-ninth  was  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Kelly,  the 
Sixty-third  by  Colonel  Enright,  and  the  Eighty-eighth 
by  Colonel  Baker. 

The  drill  took  place  about  two  miles  from  the  en- 
campment, under  shelter  of  the  guns  of  Fort  Ward, 
one  of  the  innumerable  fortifications  that  command 
the  approaches  to  Washington. 
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The  day  was  beautiful  and  bracing,  the  wind  blew 
£resh,  and  the  roads  and  parade-ground  were  dry  and 
pleasant. 

The  brigade  soon  went  through  the  different  man- 
oeuvres with  an  alacrity  and  precision  astonishing  for 
such  raw  material.  The  Irish  soldier  has  a  passion  for 
a  military  life,  and  a  kind  of  instinctive  perception  of 
its  duties,  and  can,  therefore,  soon  acquire  a  knowl 
edge  of  the  most  diflScult  company,  regimental,  or 
brigade  driU  and  manoeuvres. 

Towards  evening  the  troops  returned  to  camp,  gay 
and  light-hearted,  trudging  along  the  rough  Virginia 
roads,  that  seemed  alternately  to  run  up  hill  and  down 
hill  and  into  crooked  ways,  as  if  seized  with  a  perverse 
fit  of  contrariness. 

These  roads  are  pleasant  enough  when  not  cut  into 
mud  sloughs  by  excessive  traffic,  or  not  knee-deep 
with  sticky  winter  mud,  or  equally  deep  with  summer 
dust.  There  is  no  firm,  clean,  macadamized  sur&ce, 
no  trim,  pleasant  hawthorn  hedges,  with  their  winter 
shade  and  summer  fragrance,  to  shelter  and  cheer  you. 

New  Tear's  Day  in  camp  passed  over  much  like 
Christmas  Day.  The  holidays  came  round  in  quick 
•ccession,  and  were  duly  honored;  comrades  and  com- 
panions exchanged  sentiment,  song,  and  all  those  fes- 
{ive  hilarities  which  soldiers  can  fully  appreciate  and 
enjoy. 
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Father  Dillon,  too,  the  chaplain  of  the  Sixty-third, 
entered  into  all  the  innocent  amusements  of  the 
occasion,  and  established  a  school  and  theatricals 
for  the  improvement  and  amusement  of  the  offi- 
cers and  men.  He  also  gave  a  party,  at  which 
Johnny  O'Flaherty  and  his  violin,  accompanied 
by  his  father  and  bagpipes,  figured  conspicuously. 
The  Padre  was  their  patron,  and,  under  his  auspices, 
Johnny  felt  himself  and  fiddle  an  important  acquisi- 
tion to  the  brigade. 

Father  Dillon  had  his  tent  crowded  with  officers 
and  amateurs  to  his  concert.  The  occasion  was  graced 
by  the  presence  of  two  ladies,  who  chanced  to  be  in 
camp — ^namely,  Mrs.  Colonel  Baker  and  Mrs.  Captain 
Hart.  Colonel  Baker,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly,  Mar 
jors  Cavanagh  and  Quinlan,  and  several  other  officers 
were  present. 

Picture  to  yourself  the  priest's  large  hospital  tent, 
with  a  pleasant  stove  in  the  middle ;  the  two  musicians 
at  one  end ;  around  them  the  ladies  and  gay  officers, 
with  an  appreciative  audience. 

Old  Irish  tunes,  such  as  your  nurse  warbled  to  you 
as  she  carried  you  through-  the  green  fields,  or  by  the 
flowing  brook  where  you  were  bom,  sweetly  flowed 
through  the  tent,  and  on  the  still  night-air;  and  their 
expression  was  taken  up  by  the  appreciative  hearts 
around,  until  scenes  and  sights  and  dreams  of  long, 
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long  ago  in  the  dear  old  home  floated  before  the 
fancy  in  tangible  pictures. 

Thns  passed  the  Christmas  holidays,  bnt  days  of 
action,  of  glory  and  death,  were  creeping  with  the 
cheerfiil  spring  upon  the  brigade. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

General  Meagher's  appointmeDt  oonflrmed  by  the  Senate. — Bejoioing  in 
oamp. — Banquets  in  camp. — Distinguished  guests. — Sketches  of  Gen- 
erals Heintzelman,  Howard,  and  Shields. 

Oi7  the  3d  of  February  the  Senate,  by  a  TmanimouB 
vote,  confirmed  the  President's  appointment  of  Thomas 
JP.  Meagher  as  brigadier-general  in  command  of  the 
Irish  Brigade. 

This  hearty  and  xmreserved  approval  of  General 
Meagher's  confirmation,  by  the  highest  branch  of  the 
national  legislatare,  was  flattering,  inasmuch  as  it  was 
an  exception  to  almost  all  other  appointments  made 
during  the  session.  This  caused  great  rejoicing  in 
camp,  and  the  general  rode  through  the  camp,  accom- 
panied by  General  Shields;  they  were  received  with 
a  wild  Welcome  and  a  burst  of  cheers:  officers  and  all 
joined  in  the  reception,  and  a  general  feeling  of  de- 
Ught  pervaded  the  brigade. 

On  the  5th  General  Meagher  formally  took  command 
as  brigadier. 

The  brigade,  in  full  dress,  was  drawn  up  in  line  on 
a  plateau  some  distance  ftx>m  the  camp.    Though  a 
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slight  sprinkling  of  snow  covered  the  ground,  still  it 
was  a  beantifnl  day,  reminding  one  of  balmy  April 
weather  in  the  North.  The  sun  shone  out  splendidly. 
The  trees  around,  and  away  on  the  distant  hills, 
looked,  in  their  gentle  coats  of  snow  and  pendent 
icicles,  like  so  many  emeralds  set  in  a  zone  of  white 
and  sparkling  diamonds. 

General  Meagher,  accompanied  by  General  Shields, 
and  a  niunerous  and  brilliant  staff  and  escort,  rode 
along  the  line  and  reviewed  the  brigade.  General 
Shields  addressed  a  few  words  to  the  officers  and  men« 
He  said  that  seldom  if  ever  had  he  looked  upon  finer, 
fighting  material  than  that  presented  by  the  men  of 
the  Irish  Brigade.  He  congratulated  them  and  theii 
commander.  "  Tou  fight,"  said  he,  "  in  a  sacred  cause, 
and  you  must  never  forget  that  to  you  is  intrusted  the 
reputation,  never  yet  sullied  or  stained,  of  an  old  mili- 
tary nation.  Two  worlds  are  watcliing  you.  Courage 
you  have;  training,  temperance,  industry,  hard  and 
continued  industry,  will  do  the  rest." 

The  occasion  called  forth  a  grand  banquet  from  the 
officers  of  the  brigade  to  General  Meagher  and  other 
guests.  The  affair  was  one  of  unmixed  gratification 
to  all  concerned;  and  whether  we  consider  the  bril- 
liancy of  the  company  assembled,  or  the  entire  success 
of  the  festivities — got  up  as  they  were  under  all  the 
difficulties  which  the  isolation  and  comparative  rude 
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ness  of  camp-life  oppose  to  the  obtadning  of  the  many 
appliancefi  of  ciyilization  usually  considered  indispen- 
sable on  such  occasions — we  must  equally  congratulate 
the  officers  to  whom  the  conduct  of  the  affiur  was  com- 
mitted upon  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
their  trust. 

Among  the  invited  guests  present,  in  addition  to 
Brigadier-General  Meagher,  were  Generals  Heintzel- 
man,  Shields,  Howard,  and  Bichardson;  Colonels 
Thomas  Cass,  ^inth  Massachusetts  Yolunteers ;  Hay- 
man,  Thirty-seventh  New  York ;  Tucker,  Second  New 
Jersey;  Terry,  Fifth  Michigan;  Nugent,  Sixty-ninth, 
Baker,  Eighty-eighth,  and  Burke,  Sixty-third  New 
York ;  lieutenant-Colonels  James  and  Patrick  Kelly ; 
Majors  Cavanagh  and  Quinlan ;  Major  Hichardson, 
U.  S.  A. :  Major  Eiordan,  Thirty-seventh  New  York ; 
Surgeon  William  O'Meagher  Thirty-seventh  New 
York  (attached  to  General  Eichardson's  staff) ;  Lieu- 
tenant Buck,  Second  New  Jersey.  Besides  the  mili- 
tary men  present,  several  civilians  from  New  York  and 
elsewhere,  attracted  by  the  novelty  of  such  an  affair, 
had  accepted  invitations. 

The  banquet  was  laid  out  in  a  spacious  marquee, 
fitted  up  and  decorated  for  the  occasion  with  much 
taste.  The  feast  was  of  the  most  joyous  kind,  literally 
combining  the  feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul.  The 
well-stored  tables  literally  groaned  beneath  the  weight 
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of  the  tempting  Tiands  proTided;  whfle  the  warm 
welcome  that  awaited  the  guests  was  enhanced  by 
the  attention  of  the  stewards  of  the  feast,  who  left 
nothing  undone  to  insmre  the  entire  comfert  of  all 
present. 

Captain  FeUx  Dnfl^,  the  senior  captain  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth,  occupied  the  chair;  Captain  John  O.  Lynch, 
Sixty  third,  acted  as  secretary;  and  the  £[>D0wiiig 
ofiScers  ably  fulfilled  the  duties  of  stewards :  lieuten- 
ants Bichard  L.  Ryan,  Thomas  Touhy,  Patrick  W. 
Lyden,  of  the  Sixty-third  R^ment,  N.  T.  S.  V.; 

Lieutenants Carr, Nagle, Donovan,  of 

the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  N.  Y.  S.  Y. ;  Quartermas- 
ter P.  M.  Haverty,  Lieutenants  J.  O'Connell  Joyce, 
William  M.  O'Brien,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  R^ment, 
N.  Y.  S.  Y. 

General  Com/mittee. — Captains  Felix  Dn%,  Shanly, 
Scanlan,  Saunders,  Sixty  ninth  Regiment;  John  Q 
Lynch,  Sixty-third  Regiment;  Lieutenants  Oeoige 
Lynch,  Joseph  McDonogh,  McConnell,  Sixty-third 
Reghnent;  Captains  O'Donoghoe,  Nagle,  Clooney, 
Eighty-eighth  Regiment ;  Lieutenant  Temple  Enmiett 

Captain  Felix  Dufft,  Ohairmcm. 

John  Chas.  Lynch,  Secretary. 

General  Heintzelman  was  a  good  officer,  a  brave 
soldier,  and  courteous  gentleman.     He  was  a  warm 
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friend  of  the  brigade,  and  entertained  the  highest  opin- 
ion of  itself  and  its  gallant  commander. 

General  Howard  was  a  courteous  gentleman  and 
good  soldier.  He  lost  his  right  arm  at  Fair  Oaks,  and 
afterwards  served  at  Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg. 
In  the  West,  under  Sherman,  he  won  his  chief  reputa- 
tion, and  rose  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. He  was  a  brave  soldier  and  a  good,  cool 
general. 

General  Kichardson,  subsequently,  commanded  the 
division,  and  was  a  great  admirer  and  faithful  friend  of 
the  brigade. 

General  Shields,  being  one  of  those  glorious  exUes 
whose  brilliant  heroism  has  shed  a  lustre  on  his  native 
land — one  of  those  illustrious  children  of  the  Gael  who 

"  Fouglit  as  they  reveUed,  fast,  fiery,  and  true/* 

requires  more  than  a.  passing  notice  from  my  pen. 

General  James  Shields  was  bom  in  the  year  1810,  in 
the  village  of  Altmore,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland.  He 
was  cradled  under  the  shadow  of  the  Barlack  Mount- 
ains, and  within  five  miles  of  the  historic  town  of 
Dungannon. 

When  about  sixteen  years  of  age  he  landed  in  New 
York,  and  soon  after  manifested  his  partiality  for  the 
army,  by  joining,  as  second-lieutenant,  in  a  volunteer 
force,  in  the  Seminole  war  in  Florida.    At  the  expira- 
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tion  of  his  service  he  moved  to  Ulinois,  and  devoted 
himself  to  the  legal  profession.  A  few  years  later  he 
was  elected  to  the  lower  honse  of  the  State  Legislature, 
and  speedily  became  a  leading  man  among  the  Demo- 
cratic representatives.  In  1840  he  was  appointed 
Auditor  of  the  State,  and  in  1843,  by  a  vote  of  both 
houses  of  the  Legislature,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Illinois.  On  the  elevation  of  Jas.  K. 
Polk  to  the  presidency,  Shields  was  made  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land-Office. 

At  the  commencement  of  hostiUties  against  Mexico, 
he  was  commissioned  brigadier-generaL  In  the 
Autumn  of  1846  he  joined  General  Wool,  in  his  over^ 
land  march  to  Monclova,  and  reported  to  General 
Taylor,  at  Camargo,  near  the  Eio  Grande.  Soon 
afterwards  he  was  ordered  to  join  General  Scott, 
before  Vera  Cruz,  and  actively  participated  in  the 
capture  of  that  place.  Two  brigades,  led  by  General 
Shields  and  Colonel  B.  Eiley,  were  ordered  to  storm 
the  enemy's  camp  at  the  pass  of  Cerro  Gordo,  on  the 
road  to  Jalapa. 

While  leading  his  brigade  over  rugged  ascents  and 
through  dense  chapparal,  under  a  severe  and  continuous 
flank  fire,  the  intrepid  Shields  fell,  shot  right  through 
the  lungs  by  a  large  copper  ball.  He  was  despaired 
of  by  the  American  doctors,  but  a  generous  Mexican 
surgeon  saved  him,  by  drawing  a  silk  handkerchief 
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through  the  wound,  thus  removing  the  extravasated 
blood. 

General  Twiggs,  in  his  report  to  General  Scott, 
speaks  of  him  in  the  most  laudatory  terms. 

He  also  reported  favorably  of  Colonels  Biley  and 
Harney,  two  distinguished  Irish-American  officers. 

General  Scott,  too,  calls  Shields  a  ^^  commander  of 
activity,  zeal,  and  talent ;"  and  takes  other  occasions 
to  compliment  him.  ^'  There  is,"  he  says,  ^^  some  hope, 
I  am  happy  to  state,  of  the  recovery  of  the  gallant 
General  Shields."  For  his  gallant  and  meritorious 
conduct  he  was  brevetted  a  major-geueral  of  volunteers. 

In  August,  1847,  he  is  again  at  the  head  of  his 
brigade,  which  is  situated  at  San  Augustine,  on  the 
main  road  to  the  capital,  and  only  nine  miles  distant. 
On  the  19th  of  August  he  again  distinguished  himself 
at  Contreras  and  Churubusco.     In  his  report  he  says : 

^^  In  this  terrible  battle,  in  which  a  strongly  fortified 
enemy  fought  behind  his  works,  under  the  walls  of  his 
capital,  our  loss  was  necessarily  severe.  This  loss,  I 
regret,  has  fallen  most  severely  upon  my  commar  1. 
In  the  two  regiments  of  my  own  brigade,  numbering 
about  six  hundred  men,  in  the  fight,  the  loss  is 
reported  two  hundred  and  forty  killed  and  wounded. 
My  command  captured  three  hundred  and  eighty 
prisoners,  including  six  officers." 

General  Shields  and  his  command  next  distinguished 
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themselves  in  the  attack  on  Chapultepec  and  the 
advance  against  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  general-in- 
chief  bears  generous  testimony,  in  his  official  reports, 
to  the  great  ability  and  cool,  daring  courage  of  General 
Shields.  He  makes  special  and  commendatory  men- 
tion of  "  Shields  badly  wounded,  before  Chapultepec, 
and  refusing  to  retire  !" 

Indeed,  his  services  greatly  contributed  to  the  deci- 
sive results  which  followed,  and  placed  the  Stripes  and 
Stars  victorious  on  the  national  palace. 

Though  in  Mexico  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war,  he  hastened  to  Washington,  to  tender  his  services 
to  the  Government,  and  soon  received  a  division  com- 
mand in  Banks's  corps  cParmee. 

He  served  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley,  and  whipped 
the  redoubtable  Stonewall  Jackson  at  Winchester, 
Oharlestown,  Martinsburg,  and  Strasburg,  capturing  a 
number  of  prisoners  and  two  guns.  He  got  slightly 
wounded,  by  a  piece  of  a  shell.  General  McClellan 
makes  favorable  mention  of  him  in  his  official  report. 

Red  tapeism  and  prejudices  soon  interfered  to 
thwart  his  military  aspirations,  and  he  was  re- 
moved to  a  command  where  his  abilities  would  not 
interfere  with  the  promotion  of  less  able  but  more 
influential  officers. 

General  Shields  is  a  thorough  Irishman,  in  heart 
and  feeling.    His  warmest  love  and  aspirations  are  for 
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the  land  of  his  birth,  and  he  has  often  said  that  he 
hoped  one  day  to  use  his  sword  in  her  behal£ 

The  brigade  had  now  settled  down  to  its  routine  of 
drilling  and  picket-duty,  enlivened  by  occasional  ad* 
ventures  of  scouting  parties  in  the  enemy's  country. 
The  roads  were  cut  up  with  the  continual  traffic  of 
wagons  briuging  supplies  and  fuel  to  camp,  and 
the  winter  rains  had  converted  them  into  regular 
mud-pools  and  quagmires,  so  that  the  men  had 
to  wade  through  slush  knee-deep  going  to  drill  or 
picket. 

About  this  time  Colonel  Enright  resigned  the  com- 
mand of  the  Sixty-third,  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel 
Burke,  formerly  of  the  Thirty-seventh  N.  Y.  Y. 

I  have  said  little  about  the  artillery  attached  to  the 
brigade,  and  under  command  of  the  dashing  Major 
Thomas  O'Neil. 

It  was  called  the  Fifth  Kegiment  (Artillery),  Irish 
Brigade.  It  was  all  this  time  stationed  at  Camp 
Meagher,  about  a  mile  east  of  the  Capitol,  where  the 
men  were  instructed  in  their  duties.  About  this  time 
the  men  of  the  brigade  were  paid,  and,  with  true  Irish 
kindness,  they  sent  the  money  home  to  their  wives  and 
families.  Their  friends,  in  return,  sent  them  several 
articles,  both  to  eat  and  wear,  necessary  to  add  to  the 
comforts  of  a  soldier's  life. 

While  in  Camp  California,  Captain  Maxwell  O^ul- 
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livan  got  serionsly  hnrned  by  his  tent  taking  fire  at 
night,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died.  He  was  a 
son  of  Captain  O^SuUivan,  of  Cork,  and  was  a  young 
man  of  fine  talents  and  varied  abilities. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Programme  of  McCIellan^s  plan  of  campaign. — ^The  army  moves  towards 
Gentreville  and  Manassas. — ^Retreat  of  the  Confederate  Army  across  the 
Bappahannock. — General  Howard  harasses  their  rear-gaard  —  Sixty- 
ninth  under  fire. — Brigade  returns  to  Camp  California. — General  Kear- 
ney escorts  them — Brigade  embark  for  the  Peninsals. 

The  programme  laid  down  by  McClellan  was  to 
transport  his  army  to  the  Peninsula,  between  the  York 
and  James  rivers,  keeping  Fortress  Monroe  as  a  base, 
and  operating  directly  on  Richmond  itself. 

This  movement  would  oblige  the  enemy  to  abandon 
his  intrenched  position  around  Manassas  and  Centre- 
ville,  in  order  to  cover  Eichmond  and  Norfolk  He 
should  do  this,  for  did  they  permit  us  to  occupy  Eich- 
mond, their  destruction  would  soon  follow. 

Even  should  McClellan  be  defeated,  he  had  a  secure 
retreat  down  the  Peninsula,  with  the  fleet  covering 
his  flanks. 

He  was  very  much  thwarted,  both  by  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  details  as  well  as  in  the 
general  plan.  Their  chief  dread  appeared  to  be  for 
the  safety  of  Washington,  which  they  could  not  look 
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upon  as  secure  while  so  large  a  rebel  force  occupied 
Manassas  and  the  Shenandoah  Yalley. 

They  were  even  impatient  and  dissatisfied  with 
affairs,  because  McClellan  was  not  ready  to  move  his 
army  before  either  the  state  of  the  weather  or  his  prep- 
arations  would  permit. 

The  enemy,  having  learned  McClellan's  programme 
X)f  action,  fell  back  towards  the  Rappahannock,  so  as 
to  be  able  to  cover  Kichmond.  This  was  the  natural 
consequence  of  McClellan's  threatened  movement  to 
the  Peninsula. 

This  relieved  the  general  from  the  results  of  the  over 
anxiety  of  his  superiors,  but  delayed  his  contemplated 
movement,  as  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  follow 
up  the  enemy  and  occupy  the  important  positions  they 
had  held ;  besides,  it  was  a  preparatory  school  to  train 
and  inure  the  troops  to  the  march  and  bivouac  pre- 
vious to  the  general  campaign. 

As  the  transports,  too,  could  not  be  got  ready  for 
some  time,  it  could  not  much  retard  the  general  plan. 

During  the  night  of  the  9th  of  March,  the  general 
issued  orders  for  a  regular  movement  of  the  army  the 
next  morning  towards  Centreville  and  Manassas. 

The  advance  was  covered  by  two  regiments  of 
cavalry  under  Colonel  Averill,  with  orders  to  reach 
Manassas,  if  possible,  and  ascertain  the  condition  of 
affairs  there,  and  do  whatever  they  could  to  retard  and 
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annoy  the  enemy  on  his  retreat.  Our  troops  reached 
the  abandoned  camps  around  Manassas  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th,  and  found  burning  stores  and  much  valu- 
able property. 

Having  given  a  summary  of  the  general  movement, 
I  will  now  return  to  the  brigade. 

Kext  morning,  General  Meagher  and  his  staff  were 
in  their  saddles  at  five  o'clock,  and  Colonels  Baker, 
Burke,  and  Nogent  had  their  regiments  formed  upon 
their  respective  color  lines,  and  soon  joined  the  ool- 
unm. 

The  Irish  Brigade  formed  a  portion  of  the  c(n^% 
Woflrmie  conunanded  by  General  Simmer,  an  accom- 
plished soldier  of  more  than  forty  years'  experience : 
cool,  thoroughly  trained,  and  competent  for  all  the 
emergencies  of  war — a  firm  Mend  and  admirer  of  the 
Irish  Brigade. 

At  the  head  of  the  column  was  the  advance-guard, 
comprising  cayaby,  artillery,  and  infantry ;  then  came 
the  general  commanding  and  staff;  neict  followed 
General  Howard's  brigade,  then  General  French's, 
and  then  General  Meagher. 

That  march,  the  first  real  march  of  the  grand  army, 

presented  a  dazzling  sight.      There  they  are  before 

you,  the  colunms  extending  for  miles,  marching  along 

with  their  guns  and  bayonets  glittering  in  the  morning 

sun,  and  the  gay  flags  and  banners  flaunting  in  the 

5* 
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breeze.  There  they  are,  cavahy,  artillery,  and  infan- 
try— generals,  dressed  in  gorgeous  uniforms,  and  riding 
prancing  steeds,  richly  caparisoned ;  staff-officers,  gay 
and  sparkling,  full  of  ambition  and  the  hopes  of  ^^  win- 
ning an  honored  name." 

On  they  marched,  dark  Puritans  from  the  New  Eng- 
land States ;  stalwart  Yankees,  of  bone  and  muscle ; 
men  from  the  West  and  Northwest ;  exiles  of  Erin,  from 
Munster^s  sunny  plains,  from  Connaught's  heights,  and 
Leinster's  vales ;  peasants  from  the  Ehine :  all  march 
along  through  the  glorious  woods,  through  forest 
paths,  as  if  of  one  race  and  nation. 

On  the  15  th  they  reached  Union  Mills,  near  Bull 
Eun,  finding  every  thing  burned  or  abandoned  on 
their  route.  The  Junction  itself  was  burned  down  by 
Johnston.  The  rebels  had  also  burned  their  hospital; 
and  so  precipitate  was  their  march,  or  flight,  that 
they  left  some  unburied  bodies  in  the  dead-house,  with 
their  hands  and  feet  tied  ready  for  interment.  In  one 
of  the  burned  buildings  was  the  charred  cinders  of  a 
human  being.  General  French  had  the  bodies  de- 
cently interred. 

Of  the  army,  none  came  up  with  the  rebels  except 
Howard's  brigade,  which  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
rear-guard,  near  the  Eappahannock,  and  succeeded  in 
driving  them  across. 

The  brigade's  first  lesson  in  marching  and  counter- 
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marching  was  rather  a  hard  one,  as  they  were  for 
several  days  and  nights  shifted  aronnd  from  Union 
Mills  to  Manassas,  and  Fairfax,  and  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion. They  were  not  able  to  enjoy  Patrick's  Day, 
which  was  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  Irishmen. 
The  brigade  reached  Fairfax  Courthouse,  a  small  vil- 
lage of  a  few  hundred  inhabitants,  on  Sunday  evening, 
the  16th  of  March,  and  took  up  their  quarters  in  an 

open  space  outside  the  village;  fires  were  lighted, 
water  boiled  in  tin  kettles,  and  coffee,  meat,  and 
crackers  extracted  from  the  haversacks.  The  men 
had  just  marched  ten  miles,  carrying  forty  rounds  of 
buck  and  ball  cartridge,  a  musket,  blanket,  and  rations 
for  a  couple  of  days  each ;  all  this  through  wet  and 
slush,  marching  over  roads  almost  knee-deep.  You 
will  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  that  they  should  enjoy 
their  warm  coffee  and  repast.  Here  they  might  have 
made  an  effort  to  enjoy  Patrick's  Day  in  some  shape 
or  other,  but  the  order  came  for  them  to  return  to 
Centreville,  to  support  French,  as  the  rebels  were 
reported  to  be  marching  on  him. 

The  night  was  dark,  with  only  a  few  stars  in  the 
sky,  yet  they  had  to  retrace  their  march,  tramping 
over  puddly  roads  and  wading  through  the  creeks. 
Tlieir  way  lay  along  the  Centreville  route,  over  roads 
deserted,  almost  covered  in  with  overhanging  woods, 
bleak,  black,  and  dismal-looking.    About  one  o'clock 
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in  the  morning  they  came  to  a  resting-place,  whwe 
they  found  first-rate  accommodations  in  a  village  of 
huts  lately  vacated  by  the  enemy.  The  son  was  np, 
and  looked  bright  and  -cheerM  on  that  Patrick's 
morning.  The  brigade  was  placed  in  line  by  their 
respective  colonels,  and  Fathers  Ouellet  and  Dillon, 
after  invoking  a  blessing  upon  them,  placed  them 
under  the  protection  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  and  Saint 
Patrick. 

In  this  biyouac  the  men  picked  up  several  letters, 
addressed  to  the  Confederate  soldiers,  some  from  wives 
to  their  husbands.  One,  after  detailing  family  affidrs 
at  home,  exclaims  in  the  bitterness  of  heart: 

^'  Oh  that  peace  could  be  made  on  some  terms,  and 
families  once  more  be  united  I  Where  is  our  poor  son ! 
How  is  his  health?  Is  he  near  you?  I  nightly  and 
daily  pray  to  God  that  he  and  you  may  be  spared,  that 
I  might  rest  my  eyes  upon  you  once  more."  Others 
were  from  young  ladies  to  their  soldier-lovers,  ftdl  of 
vows  of  fidelity  and  prayers  for  their  safety. 

Another,  in  its  bitterness,  exclaims : 

"It  is  truly  distressing  to  think  of  the  many  hearts 
widowed  and  made  desolate  by  the  ravages  of  this 
cruel  war." 

Another  was  from  an  old  invalid  lady  to  her  son, 
stating  that  all  she  had  was  destroyed,  and  now  she 
must  starve  unless  he  could  go  home  to  support  her. 
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They  were  all  full  of  despondency;  loving,  bitter 
words,  wrung  from  suflFering  hearts. 

The  gushing  tenderness  of  the  mother's  heart  speaks 
to  her  ehild,  though  far  absent,  for  love  is  universal, 
and  its  language  often  figurative.  The  father's  pride 
and  longing,  though  controlled  by  a  sense  of  duty, 
breaks  through  the  feeble  guise.  The  wife's  love,  that 
clings  to  the  object  of  its  heart's  aflTection  through  weal 
or  woe ;  the  sister's  tenderness,  and  the  brother's  manly 
love,  were  all  here,  painted  on  those  strayed  leaves  so 
full  of  the  heart's  longings. 

The  anny  waa  now  divided  into  regular  corps,  and 
Major-General  Sumner  appointed  to  the  conmiand  of 
the  Second  Corps ;  the  command  of  his  division  de- 
volving on  Major-General  Dick  Eichardson,  who  was 
an  old  campaigner  in  the  Mexican  war,  in  the  principal 
battles  of  which  he  participated  with  success.  He  was 
in  person  strong  and  stalwart,  imostentatious  in  ap- 
pearance and  manner. 

Bichardson  soon  became  very  much  attached  to  the 
Brigade,  which  was,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  the 
finesse  of  Captain  Jack  Gosson,  of  General  Meagher's 
Bta£  The  life  and  adventures  of  Captain  Jack  would 
throw  Charley  O'Malley  himself  into  the  shade.  FuU 
of  ftm,  jokes,  and  witticism,  a  thorough  soldier  both  in 
driU  and  appearance,  he  KteraUy  kept  the  camp  in 
rpfurs.    He  could  poliah  off  the  most  bare&ced  lie  as 
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the  gravest  trutli.  He  was  never  at  a  loss  for  words  or 
repartees,  and  was  the  ruling  spuit  in  every  cai'oose, 
fun,  and  battle. 

General  Eichardson  was  rather  of  a  sociable,  easy 
disposition,  and  something  after-  Captain  Jack's  own 
taste.  The  captain  thought  it  important,  then,  to  es- 
tablish the  best  possible  understanding — a  regular  bond 
of  friendship  between  the  general  and  the  Irish  Bii- 
gade.  He  was  coming  from  Washington  to  take  com- 
mand  of  his  division  as  the  troops  were  returning  to 
their  quarters. 

Now  was  Jack's  opportunity,  so  he  rode  along  the 
line  and  informed  the  boys  that  General  Bichardson 
was  on  his  way  to  take  command ;  "  and  what  do  you 
think  of  the  brave  old  fellow,  but  he  has  sent  to  our 
camp  three  barrels  of  whiskey,  a  barrel  to  each  regi- 
ment, to  treat  the  boys  of  the  brigade;  we  ought  to 
give  him  a  thundering  cheer  when  he  comes  along." 

The  bait  took.  The  general  and  staff  soon  after  rode 
along  the  lines :  the  captain  only  took  off  his  cap,  it 
was  the  signal,  and  a  wild  cheer  ran  through  the  Bri- 
gade that  nearly  startled  the  whole  army.  The  gen- 
eral took  the  compliment  paid  to  the  three  barrels  of 
whiskey  all  to  himself,  and  became  deeply  attached  to 
the  brigade,  making  a  special  favorite  of  Captain 
Jack. 

The  men  were  sorely  disappointed  when  they  got 
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into  camp  and  found  no  whiskey,  bnt  with  true  Celtic 
humor  enjoyed  the  joke. 

The  next  march  of  the  Brigade  was  to  Warrenton 
Junction.  As  all  the  bridges  had  been  destroyed  by 
the  rebels,  the  troops  had  to  wade  through  the  streams 
and  creeks,  oftentimes  up  to  their  hips  in  water ;  and 
this  in  March. 

The  camp  at  Warrenton  was  in  a  deep  wood  of  lofty 
pines,  which,  being  stripped  of  their  foliage,  afforded 
little  shelter,  while  the  ground  was  saturated  and 
muddy  from  the  late  rains. 

The  troops  had  no  tents  on  the  expedition,  and 
officers  and  men  had  to  sleep  beside  the  camp-fires  and 
cover  themselves  with  their  blankets  as  best  they  could. 

The  trains,  too,  had  been  delayed,  which  put  the 
men  on  short  rations,  yet  there  was  no  grumbUng  or 
discontent. 

The  headquarters  were  in  keeping  with  the  other 
surroundings,  yet  the  time  passed  pleasantly  enough, 
and  Oeneral  Meagher  managed  to  entertain  the  other 
generals ;  his  fascination  of  manners  and  rich  fund  of 
anecdotes  and  witticism  atoning  for  the  other  draw- 
backs. 

In  the  march  from  Union  Mills  to  Warrenton  the 
men  were  dilatory  in  crossing  Cedar  Bun,  which  was 
deep  and  broad. 

"Why  not  bridge  it?"  exclaims  one. 
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"Arrah,  'an  share  that  would  give  work  to  the  pio- 
neers," exclaims  a  third. 

"  Come,  forward,  march,"  exclaimed  a  staff-officer, 
riding  up. 

"  Easy  speak  on  horseback,"  muttered  another. 

"A  nice  dose  of  a  frosty  morning." 

Such  were  the  remarks  bandied  by  the  men,  and  cer- 
tainly the  prospect  was  not  very  inviting,  and  one 
hour's  work  would  bridge  it  sufficiently  for  infantry 
to  pass  over.  A  drummer  boy,  seeing  the  men  hesi- 
tate, rushed  into  the  stream,  and  when  he  reached  the 
middle  commenced  playing  "Patrick's  Day."  The 
men  cheered,  and  dashed  in  after  him. 

The  first  division  and  Blenker's  German  Legion, 
ten  thousand  strong,  all  under  command  of  Major 
General  Sumner,  were  now  stationed  around  Warren- 
ton  Junction. 

While  bivouacking  at  Warrenton,  a  portion  of  How- 
ard's command  and  the  Sixty-ninth  went  out  towards 
the  Eappahannock  on  a  reconnoissance. 

Colonel  ,  Nugent,'  Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly,  and 
Major  Cavanagh  were  with  the  regiment. 

When  they  reached  the  Eappahannock  they  found 
that  the  enemy  had  crossed  over,  except  some  scouts 
and  pickets,  who  were  compelled  to  follow.  Johnston 
opened  his  artillery  from  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
and  shelled  the  Federal  forces. 
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Howard  liaving  ascertained  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  and  that  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed,  re- 
turned to  camp  at  Alexandria. 

About  this  time,  Doctor  Lawrence  Reynolds  was 
appointed  surgeon  to  the  Sixty-third,  and  served  all 
through  with  the  Brigade  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
most  of  the  time  as  brigade  surgeon.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  Irish  patriotism  and  considerable  practical 
ability. 

Back  to  Camp  California  again,  but  only  to  bivouac 
for  a  night  there,  for  the  main  part  of  the  army  were 
transported  down  the  Chesapeake,  and  the  Brigade 
was  under  orders  to  follow. 

Early  next  morning  the  Brigade  bade  a  final  adieu 
to  its  old  camp,  which  was  endeared  to  them,  by 
many  pleasant  associations,  and  marched  for  Alexan- 
dria, to  embark  on  board  the  Columbia  and  Ocean 
Queen. 

General  Kearney's  brigade  was  encamped  between 
them  and  Alexandria.  The  general  sent  his  splendid 
band  to  escort  the  Irish  Brigade  to  the  place  of  em- 
barkation, and  he  himself  rode  along  the  lines  of  the 
Brigade  accompanied  by  General  Meagher  and  staff. 
The  Brigade  received  him  enthusiastically,  while  on 
the  other  hand  the  different  regiments  through  which 
the  Brigade  marched  turned  out  to  receive  it. 

Kearney  was  the  beau  ideal  of  a  grand  and  dashing 
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soldier.  He  sat  on  his  horse  like  a  Centanr.  His 
appearance  was  stately ;  his  ejes  beamed  with  the  fire 
of  enthusiastic  ardor.  He  was  the  dashing,  brilliant 
Mnrat  of  the  American  army.  His  military  life  was 
one  glowing  picture  of  heroic  action.  At  the  battle 
of  Williamsbnrg  he  swept  like  a  tornado  on  the  rebels. 
He  was  called,  both  by  them  and  when  serving  in 
Mexico,  the  "  One-armed  Devil." 

Of  Irish  descent,  he  loved  the  Irish,  and  always  said 
there  were  no  better  soldiers.  He  was  a  great  admirer 
of  General  Meagher  and  his  brigade,  and  never  lost  an 
opportunity  of  paying  them  a  compliment. 

While  serving  under  Scott  in  Mexico,  he  was  the 
terror  of  the  Mexican  army.  In  France,  where  every 
man  is  a  soldier  by  instinct,  and  where  the  name  of  a 
soldier  and  bravery  are  synonymous,  Phil  Kearney 
was  respected  and  honored. 

The  Ocean  Queen  was  a  magnificent  steamer  in 
size  and  accommodations ;  the  Columbia  was  a  small 
river-steamer,  used  as  a  transport  What  a  motley 
group  they  carry — ^generals,  officers,  privates,  horses, 
and  a  miscellaneous  cargo  of  sundry  things  and  peo- 
ple ;  stragglers,  who  have  stayed  behind  and  missed  the 
regular  mode  of  conveyance ;  men  returning  from  hos- 
pitals to  join  their  commands ;  chaplains,  expoxmding 
and  expatiating  on  theology  and  all  things  human  and 
divine;    doctors  of  medicine,  doling  out   pills  and 
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lotions;  some  New  England  pliilosophers,  filled  with 
the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  the  slang  and  cant  of  their 
dass.  They  must  belong  to  some  sanitary  or  Chris- 
tian commission.  They  cannot  claim  to  be  meek 
followers  of  our  Saviour;  in  fact,  they  think  our 
Saviour  was  very  wrong  in  not  making  more  stir  and 
bustle  in  the  world. 

There  were  sutlers,  too,  with  their  stores  piled  away, 
and  they  calculating  on  making  at  least  three  hundred 
per  cent  profit.  These  and  the  shoddy  aristocracy 
were  the  Shylocks  of  the  army,  but,  like  a  great  many 
more  evils,  had  to  be  tolerated. 

The  rank  and  file  were  huddled  together  as  best 
they  could,  singing,  laughing,  and  cracking  their  jokes. 

"I  say,  BiU,"  exclaims  one  young  fellow  to  his 
neighbor,  a  middle-aged  man,  who  seemed,  indeed,  lost 
in  thought,  with  his  head  resting  on  his  hands,  ''  what 
the  deuce  are  you  thinking  of;  you  look  as  glum  as  if 
you  were  at  your  own  wake,  man  alive." 

"  It  is  easy  for  you  to  speak,  Dan ;  if  you  left  a  wife 
and  children  after  you,  like  me,  you  would  feel  down- 
hearted sometimes;  but  I'll  try  and  get  a  ftirlough 
soon." 

"  That's  true,  Bill ;  when  the  thought  of  my  poor  old 
mother  comes  across  me,  and,  and — ^no  matter." 

"  Yes,  Dan ;  I  know  who  you  mean ;  I  expect  her 
pretty  eyes  are  red  crying  by  this  time." 
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**No,  Bill,  no;  but  my  poor  old  motber;  ndiat 
would  she  do  if  any  thing  happened  to  mei  Pd  like 
to  see  her.    I'll  try  and  get  home  soon,  too." 

^' Won't  we  have  the  pleasant  times  when  we  go 
home,  Dan  ?" 

Home — alas !  poor  fellows,  how  few  of  ye  went  home 
except  to  your  God ! 


TBJl    JBISB     BSI-QABB.  \\1 


CHAPTER  71 

The  Brigade  at  Fortress  Monroe. — Safferlngs  on  board. — Beach  Ship 
Point. — The  disembarkation  of  the  Brigade. — ^Tbeir  Bufferings  from 
bad  weathw  And  other  eauses. — Amusing  anecdotes  of  General  Rich- 
ardson.— Description  of  Torktown  and  the  works  around  Bichmond. — 
Hailare  of  the  naval  expedition  against  Richmond. — More  forces  drawft 
from  McClellan. — Camp  scenes  and  tales  in  front  of  Yorktown. — Evacu- 
ation of  Yorktown^ — Battle  in  front  of  Williamsburg.— Evacuation  of 
Williamsburg. 

The  transports  lay  off  Fortress  Monroe  for  four  or  five 
days,  perfectly  weather-bound.  A  dull  drizzling  rain 
and  sleet-stprm  had  set  in,  sweeping  across  the  bay, 
and  drenching  with  wet  and  freezing  with  cold  the 
unprotected  soldiers  on  board. 

The  tossmg  of  the  vessels,  ihe  nausea  caused  by  the 
rocking,  knocked  all  the  sentimentalism  out  of  the 
love-sick,  andev^i  had  reduced  the  twaddling  theology 
of  the  chaplains  to  the  dullest  possible  standard. 

Transports  crowded  the  roads,  and  presented  a  most 
picturesque  effect,  with  &^  banners  flying  and  bands 
playing.  Officers  visited  the  various  batteries  and  also 
the  Monitor,  which  lay  at  anchor  in  the  roads,  expect- 
iskg  a  ^'  killing"  visit  from  the  Merrimaa 
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The  weather  cleared  up  after  a  few  days,  and  the 
transports  steamed  up  to  Ship  Point  and  dropped  an- 
chor. It  was  an  intensely  cold  evening,  with  a  stiff 
breeze,  which  prevented  the  boats  from  coming  dose* 
in.  The  men  had  to  disembark  as  best  they  conld; 
some  by  getting  into  the  small  boats ;  others  by  jump- 
ing into  the  water,  which  was  np  to  their  breasts,  and 
wading  to  shore. 

A  cold,  dark,  dreary  night  followed.  No  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  for  the  Brigade ;  so,  wet,  wearied, 
hnngiy,  and  tired  as  they  were,  their  prospect  was  to 
bivouac  in  the  woods  as  best  they  could.  Koticing 
fires  in  the  distance.  General  Meagher  sent  an  officer 
to  inquire  what  command  they  were,  and  the  chanoes 
of  getting  any  assistance  from  them.  Fortunately  it 
was  General  Howard's  brigade,  which  had  arrived 
three  days  previous,  and  occupied  a  log-hut  encamp- 
ment left  by  the  rebels.  Howard  generously  ordered 
his  conunand  to  share  their  huts,  fires,  and  rations  with 
the  Irish  Brigade.  This  the  men  did  with  a  willing 
spirit,  and  emptied  many  a  canteen  to  warm  their 
visitors. 

The  headquarters  were  to  be  distinguished  only  by 
the  sentry  walking  up  and  down,  and  the  green  flag  in 
front. 

General  Bichardson,  who  conuhanded  the  division, 
had  got  up  a  coarse  dinner  of  potatoes  and  pork,  and 
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invited  General  Meaglier  to  partake  of  it  To  prepaie 
this  rough  repast,  the  general  had  to  borrow  the  only 
pot  in  camp  from  General  Howard.  General 
'Meagher  had  taken  his  leave,  and  General  Eichard- 
son  sat  wanning  himself  over  his  log  fire,  with  a 
soldier's  overcoat  wrapped  around  him.  A  servant  of 
General  Howard's  entered,  looking  for  his  pot.  Mis- 
taking the  general  for  a  servant  or  orderly,  he  ex- 
claims, slapping  him  on  the  back : 

"  I  say,  ould  boy,  General  Howard  wants  the  pot  he 
lent  ould  Dick  Kichardson  to  boil  his  taters  in." 

JEUchardson  jumped  up,  seized  a  burning  brand  and 
aimed  it  at  the  intruder's  head,  who  hastily  dodged 
the  brand  and  fled. 

Some  amusing  incidents  of  this  kind  are  related  of 
General  Kichardson.  He  was  plain,  rather  slovenly 
in  dress,  generally  wearing  the  blue  pants  and  over- 
coat of  the  private,  without  any  insignia  of  his  rank. 

On  this  account  he  was  often  mistaken,  by  those 
who  did  not  know  him,  for  a  private. 

On  one  occasion,  he  was  walking  through  the  camp, 
when  he  met  an  Irish  soldier  staggering  home. 

"  What  do  you  belong  to  ?"  said  he  to  the  soldier. 

"  "What  do  I  belong  to,  is  it  ?  Arrah,  now,  that's  a 
good  one,  comrade ;  faix,  and  shure  I  belong  to  the 
Irish  Brigade :  an  what,  if  a  body  may  ax,  do  you 
belong  to  ?" 
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^'  Oh,  I  beloDg  to  Greneral  Kichardson's  command. 

"  You  do ;  I  don't  know  the  ould  fellow ;  they  say 
he  is  a  rum  one ;  Dirty  Dick  we  call  him.*' 

'^Indeed :  how  do  ye  like  him  ?" 

"  Oh,  very  well ;  I  hear  the  boys  saying  he  is  a  brave 
ould  fellow;  all  the  boys  like  Dirty  Dick  well  enough; 
but  wouldn't  you  have  a  drink  ?'* 

'^  I  thought  there  was  no  whiskey  to  be  got  in  camp 
now." 

"  Isn't  there,  indeed ;  come  along,  ould  chap,"  and 
Fat  took  the  general  familiarly  by  the  arm. 

It  happened  that  a  Mrs. ,  who  accompanied  the 

Brigade  in  the  confidential  capacity  of  supernumerary 
quartermaster  or  commissary  assistant,  or  something 
of  the  kind,  always  kept  on  hand  a  generous  supply 
of  bottled  commissary,  which  she  retailed  on  the  sly 
for  three  dollars  per  bottle. 

She  was  now  doing  a  decent  business  on  one  of  the 
shanties,  when  Paddy  Doran  staggered  in  with  his 
friend. 

^  I  say,  Mrs.,  let  me  have  another  bottle  of  that  fire- 
water of  yours." 

"  You  have  enough,  Paddy,"  said  Mrs. from 

the  back  part  of  the  shanty,  where  she  was  putting  in 
a  little  water  to  qualify  the  commissary,  for  fear  it 
would  be  too  strong  and  hurt  the  boys. 

"  No,  I  want  a  bottle ;  I  have  a  frind  wid  me." 
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Mrs. was  in  the  act  of  handing  the  bottle  to 

Paddy,  when  she  seemed  very  much  taken  with  the 
appearance  of  his  friend. 

"  Paddy  Doran,  you  villain,  may  my  curse  light  on 
you  ;  you  have  desaved  me,"  and  she  aimed  the  bottle 
at  Paddy's  head ;  but  he  dodged  it,  and  in  doing  so 
knocked  against  his  friend,  upsetting  him. 

"Oh,  General  Kichardson  dear,''  exclaimed  she, 
running  to  raise  him  up,  "don't  mind  that  villain, 
that—" 

Whatever  she  was  going  to  add  remained  unsaid, 
for  Paddy  Doran,  hearing  who  his  friend  was,  made  a 

dart  for  the  door.    It  so  happened  that  Mrs. was 

between  him  and  the  door,  so  Paddy,  in  his  fright, 
knocked  against  her,  completely  rolling  her  over  on 
the  general.  He  did  not  wait  to  see  the  result,  but 
made  as  straight  as  a  bee-line  for  camp. 

Whether  the  general  thought  the  aflEair  too  ludicrous 
to  make  any  noise  about  it,  or  that  he  enjoyed  it,  he 
let  the  matter  drop,  made  no  noise  about  it,  much  to 
Paddy  Doran 's  relief. 

The  Brigade  was  detailed  for  several  days  unloading 
the  supplies  at  Ship  Point.  This  was  a  very  laborious 
work,  as  the  men  were  exposed  to  wet  and  cold. 

The  enemy  were  intrenched  and  in  force  at  York- 
town,  which  is  only  about  seven  miles  from   Ship 

Point,  but  separated  by  an  interminable  swamp.    This 
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had  to  be  corduroyed,  at  which  work  the  Brigade  was 
also  employed. 

For  the  information  of  the  uninitiated,  I  must  tell 
them  that  corduroying  a  road  is  placing  two  or  three 
tiers  of  trees  along,  like  a  railroad  track;  and  then 
across  those  others  are  laid,  and  the  interstices  filled  in 
with  earth.  "We  made  hundreds  of  miles  of  such 
roads  in  our  campaigns  through  Georgia  and  the 
Carolinas. 


Before  we  enter  into  a  description  of  the  fierce  bat- 
tles fought  on  the  Peninsula,  and  the  important  part 
enacted  by  the  Irish  Brigade,  it  might  be  well  to  give 
a  topographical  sketch  of  the  scene  of  operations  of 
the  contending  armies. 

Eichmond  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the  Peninsula, 
which  is  formed  by  the  James  river  on  the  south  side 
and  the  York  and  Pamunkey  rivers  on  the  north. 
Newport  News  and  Hampton  Eoads  are  at  the  foot  of 
the  Peninsula,  where  the  James  river  flows  into  the 
Chesapeake  Bay. 

The  Peninsula  is  something  of  a  parallelogram 
shape,  with  Eichmond  at  its  Southern  head,  and  Mo- 
Clellan's  army  at  its  northern  base.  Across  this, 
flowed  the  Chickahominy  in  a  diagonal  line,  running 
from  the  northwest,  easterly.  The  Chickahominy  was 
crossed  by  five  roads,  leading  fi*om  Bichmond,     One 
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was  the  Hanover  Courtlioiise  pike-road,  the  Mechan- 
icsville  pike,  the  Kine  Mile  road,  the  Williamsburg 
road,  the  Charles  City  road,  and  the  Darbytown  road. 

The  rebel  army  covered  a  front  of  about  seven  miles, 
strongly  defended  by  field-works  of  all  kinds.  As 
there  is  a  gentle  incline  of  dry  land  back  towards 
Richmond,  the  rebels  had  the  advantage  of  occupying 
it,  while  McCleUan's  army  had  to  encamp  in  the 
Swamps  and  marshes  before  Yorktown.  The  relative 
forces  engaged  during  this  campaign  were  nearly 
equal 

The  Confederates  admit  an  effective  force  of  over 
eighty  thousand  (but  might  be  fairly  estimated,  when 
we  include  Huger's  force,  around  Norfolk,  at  ninety 
thousand  effective  troops). 

This  was  a  large  army,  to  occupy  strong  intrenched 
positions,  such  as  those  around  Eichmond  and  through 
the  Peninsula,  and  should  be  a  match  for  twice  the 
number  of  an  assaulting  force.  McCleUan  states  that 
though  he  commanded  an  army  of  near  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  men,  when  planning  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  campaign,  over  fifty  thousand  of  these 
had  been  withdrawn  from  him,  for  the  defences  of 
Washington,  and  to  guard  Fort  Monroe  and  other 
points ;  thus  leaving  him  with  an  army  of  about  ninety- 
five  thousand  effective  troops,  to  capture  Sichmond, 
with  its  formidable  works  and  superior  army,   ' 
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Mngruder  held  Yorktown  with  a  garrison  of  about 
fifteen  thousand  men,  protected  by  a  oontinuons  line 
of  earthworks  and  strong  batteries.  McCleDan's  phm 
was  to  torn  Yorktown  by  waT  of  West  Point;  bnt  his 

mm  ' 

forces  being  rednoed,  bj  order  of  the  President  and 
Seo'etarjr  of  War,  he  had  no  choice  bnt  to  attack  it 
directly  in  front. 

General  Wool  commanded  at  Fortress  Monroe,  and 
was  ordered  to  act  under  McClellan,  and  snppty  him 
with  ten  thousand  troops.  As  McClellan  was  moving 
on  Yorktown,  this  order  was  revoked,  and  the  First 
Corps  assigned  to  General  Wool,  thus  disarranging  all 
his  plans,  and  considerably  weakening  his  force.  Be- 
sides, he  was  promised  the  co-operation  of  the  navy  in 
his  projected  attack  on  the  batteries  at  Yorktown  and 
Gloucester,  and  in  controlling  the  James  Biver  and 
protecting  his  flank. 

The  fleet,  including  the  monitor  Gulena  and  other 
iron-clads,  went  up  the  James  River,  but  were  not 
nble  to  force  the  batteries  and  swarms  of  sharpshooters 
that  lined  the  river  towards  Drury's  Bluff,  and  had  to 
fall  back  towards  Fort  Monroe.  Thus  stood  afiJEtirs 
when  McClellan  sat  down  before  Yorktown. 

Up  to  this.  General  Joe  Johnston  commanded  in 
the  fleld;  but  General  Lee  having  perfected  all  his 
defences  around  Richmond,  assumed  the  chief  com- 
mand.    The  works    around    Richmond    swept   and 
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covered  all  the  roads  and  passes  leading  to  the  city. 
Every  mound  and  hillock  had  its  battery. 

Bedoubts,  rifle-pits,  casemate-batteries,  breastworks, 
and  intrenchments  crowned  the  hills  on  all  sides, 
mounted  with  their  field-guns  and  heavy  siege-pieces. 
Despite  all  this,  there  was  great  disaffection  and  de- 
spondency in  Eichmond.  Most  of  the  shopkeepers 
and  merchants  had  left  the  city  and  closed  up  their 
places  of  business,  carrying  off  all  they  could. 

A  conscript  law  had  been  just  enforced,  which 
caused  considerable  disaffection. 

Under  these  circumstances,  any  impartial  man  will 
come  to  the  conclusion,  that  had  McClellan  been  left 
the  fifty  thousand  men  of  which  he  had  been  deprived, 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  he  would  have  captured 
Eichmond,  and  thus  spared  the  country  the  horrors  of 
wading  through  near  three  years  more  of  blood  and 
misery. 

Yorktown,  memorable  in  history  as  the  closing 
scene  of  the  Sevolution  and  the  surrender  of  Lord 
Gomwallis,  is  upon  the  York  Biver,  about  ten  miles 
from  its  entrance  into  the  Ohesapeake  Bay,  seventy 
miles  from  Bichmond,  and  twelve  from  Williams- 
burg. 

All  the  country  round  is  full  of  thrilling  events  of 
the  revolutionary  times,  to  which  are  now  added  the 
more  fearM  scenes  enacted  in  the  late  war  for  the 
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Union.  The  old  intrenchmentB  cast  np  by  the  British 
remained  until  covered  over  by  the  new  works. 

In  front  of  Torktown,  which  was  garrisoned  by 
Comwallis  and  about  seven  thousand  troops,  the 
American  and  French  army,  of  twelve  thousand,  lay 
down  before  the  town.  At  the  same  time  the  French 
fleet  blockaded  the  river,  and  the  result  was  a  battle, 
which  resulted  in  the  surrender  of  Comwallis  and  his 
army,  on  the  morning  of  the  19ih  of  October,  1781. 

Troops  were  hurrying  to  the  front  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible,  and  by  the  10th  of  April  the  army  occupied  the 
following  position : 

Heintzelman's  corps,  composed  of  Porter's,  Hooker's, 
and  Hamilton's  divisions,  lay  in  front  of  Yorktown, 
extending  from  the  mouth  of  Wormly's  Creek  to  the 
Warwick  Boad,  opposite  Winn's  Mills;  Sedgwick's 
division  of  Sumner's  corps,  being  the  only  one  up, 
opposite  Winn's  Mills  on  the  Warwick  Road. 

Keys's  corps,  including  Smith's,  Couch's,  and  Casey's 
divisions,  was  on  the  left  of  Sedgwick,  facing  Lee's 
Mills,  on  the  west  bank  of  Warwick. 

Thus,  instead  of  four  corps,  McClellan  had  but  three, 
the  first  corps  and  Blenker's  division  of  the  second 
being  withdrawn  from  him  at  the  critical  moment  of 
commencing  operations;  besides, he  was  informed  that 
the  navy  was  not  in  a  position  to  render  him  much 
assistance. 
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The  four  corps  under  McClellan  were  commanded 
by  Generals  McDowell,  Sumner,  Heintzelman,  and 
Keys.  McDowell  commanded  the  first  corps,  which 
was  withdrawn.  While  lying  before  Torktown,  the 
left  wing  under  Sumner  was  engaged  in  ascertaining 
the  practicability  of  crossing  the  Warwick  and  forcing 
the  enemy's  lines  on  the  other  side,  thus  gaining  pos- 
session of  the  Williamsburg  road  and  cutting  off  York- 
town  from  its  supplies.  Heintzelman  was  similarly 
engaged  between  Winn's  Mills  and  Torktown.  The 
fact  was  soon  demonstrated  that  the  Warwick  was  not 
passable  except  by  a  narrow  dam,  which  was  swept 
by  several  batteries  and  intrenchments.  Heavy  and 
continuous  firing  was  kept  up,  and  thus  went  on  the 
siege,  without  much  progress  on  either  side. 

We  will  now  return  to  the  brigade,  which  is  held  in 
reserve.  The  men  have  been  supplied  with  shelter- 
tents,  which  weigh  only  ten  pounds  each  and  are  in  two 
parts.  Each  soldier  has  but  five  pounds  to  carry,  and 
when  they  halt  they  can  button  them  together  and  fix 
them  np  in  a  few  minutes.  The  Brigade  was  now 
encamped  in  a  dry,  pleasant  spot,  well  shaded  by 
dwarf  cedar-trees,  as  green  and  lovely  as  the  choicest 
shrubs.  The  men  took  a  pleasure  in  decorating  their 
oflBcers'  quarters  and  their  own. 

In  this  temporary  encampment  the  men  made  an 
effort  to  celebrate  the  1st  of  May,  by  decorating  their 
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rustic  chapel  with  wild-flowers,  which  here  bloomed 
even  at  that  early  period,  and  attending  divine  service. 
The  priest's  confessional  tent  was  crowded.  The  camp 
was  surrounded  by  swamps,  musical  with  toads  and 
reptiles. 

In  the  rear,  under  the  shade  of  some  magnificent 
trees,  and  interwoven  with  beautiful  evergreen  ce- 
dars,  were  General  Meagher's  headquarters,  com- 
prising one  large  tent,  and  four  smaller  ones  for  his 
staff. 

Here  the  Berdan  sharpshooters  began  to  show  that 
•unerring  aim  that  sent  many  a  man  to  his  long  account. 
One  of  these  fellows,  who  was  a  dead-shot,  was  also 
remarkable  for  his  cruel  disposition.  He  carried  a 
stick,  and  whenever  he  shot  a  man  he  made  a  notch  in 
it.  He  would  sit  for  hours  behind  a  stump  or  clump 
of  earth  until  he  got  sight  of  a  rebel's  head,  when  bang 
went  the  rifle,  and  down  dropped  the  rebel,  and  out 
came  the  stick  to  receive  its  notch.  The  rebels  often 
tried  the  ruse  of  holding  up  a  stuffed  figure,  but  this 
soon  proved  fatal  to  themselves,  for  as  soon  as  our 
men  got  up  to  the  dodge,  one  would  fire  at  the  figure 
when  the  man  holding  it  would  examine  it  just  to  see 
how  it  1  ared ;  when  thus  exposed,  another  was  sure  to 
hit  him. 

While  encamped  here  one  of  the  men  was  killed  by 
the  falling  of  a  tree.     In  his  pocket  was  found  the 
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following  note ;  it  shows  how  men  are  not  hisensible 
to  the  nncertaintj  of  life  at  such  a  time. 

"  My  name  is  Patrick  Casey ,  Co.  B,  Sixty-ninth 
Begiment  N.  T.  S.  V.  Any  one  finding  this  note  on 
my  person  when  killed  will  please  write  a  note  to  ray 
wife,,  and  direct  it  as  follows >  'Mrs.  Mary  Casey, 
No.  188  Rivington-street,  New  York.'  " 

The  poor  fellow  was  decently  buried,  and  his  last 
wish  fulfilled. 


A  good  story  was  told  of  an  African  cook  belonging 
to  one  of  the  officers. 

Where  Sam  was  engaged  at  his  culinary  operations 
was  often  visited  by  a  round-shot  and  an  occasional 
shell.  It  was  getting  too  hot  for  him,  so  he  removed 
to,  as  he  thought,  a  safer  place,  when  a  shell  comes 
right  bang  near  him.  Sam  jumped  like  an  acrobat 
and  grinned  like  a  gorilla. 

'^  Eh,  Sam  I  are  you  scared  ?"  asked  an  officer  who 
was  calmly  looking  on. 

"  Golly,  massa,  I  can,  put  up  wid  dem  black  fellows," 
meaning  round-shots,  "but  dem  d— n  rotten  fellows, 
dat  burst  so,  dey  play  de  bery  debil ;  you  don't  know 
where  dey  strike  you,"  said  Sam,  alluding  to  the  shells. 


This  encampment  of  the  Brigade  was  called  "  Camp 

Winfield  Scott." 

6» 
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The  roads  aronnd  were  in  a  delightful  macilage  con- 
dition. The  late  rains  and  the  continual  beating  of 
wagons  disturbed  the  rails,  and  the  swampy  founda- 
tions were  moved  to  their  very  depths,  causing  boles 
and  quagmires  and  miniature  lakes  of  ahnost  fathom- 
less depth.  K  an  unlucky  wagon,  or  mule,  or  man 
chanced  to  get  into  one,  they  would  sink  almost  ont  of 
sight.  Such  are  the  terrible  tracks  over  which  an  army 
of  ninety  thousand  men  and  their  immense  supplies 
had  to  pass.  After  a  short  ride  towards  the  front  you 
strike  upon  General  McClellan's  headquarters,  simple 
and  unpretending.  Every  thing  was  quiet  and  orderly 
about  them.  Only  for  the  large  flag  floating  from  the 
staff  in  front  and  the  extra  number  of  tents,  yon  might 
fancy  you  had  got  into  some  brigadier's  quarters. 
There  was  a  fine  view  from  them.  Ton  could  see  the 
enemy's  intrenched  works  and  lines,  and  also  the 
waters  of  the  York  Eiver,  with  the  transports  and  gun- 
boats quietly  floating  on -its  surface. 

McClellan  was  pushing  forward  his  left,  which,  after 
some  hard  skirmishing,  was  threatening  the  WilKams- 
burg  road.  This  compelled  the  enemy  to  evacuate 
Torktown,  which  they  did  on  the  4th  of  May,  falling 
back  to  their  strong  lines  of  works  in  that  locality. 
The  cavalry,  under  General  Stoneman,  was  ordered  to 
harass  their  retreat  with  Hooker's  division,  moving  on 
the  Williamsburg  road  to  support  him,  while  the  di- 
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V1B10118  of  Kearney,  Couch,  and  Casey  followed  ihem 
on  the  Torktown  road.  Some  heavy  skirmishing  took 
place,  but  the  enemy  succeeded  in  reaching  their  in- 
trenched works  at  Williamsburg,  leaving  several  guns 
bdiind. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  Brigade  was  under  arms 
and  on  their  march  for  Yorktown,  where  they  arrived 
in  the  evening.  Heavy  cannonading  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  Williamsburg. 

Bain  was  x>ouring  in  torrents,  and  the  men  hastily 
put  up  their  little  tents,  consoling  themselves  with  the 
hope  that  they  were  under  shelter  for  the  night. 
Scarcely  were  they  pitched,  when  orders  came  to  get 
under  arms  and  march  inmiediately.  A  battle  was 
raging  in  front  of  Williamsburg,  our  advance  was 
heavily  pressed,  and  re-enforcements  were  hurrying  up. 
In  double-quick  time  they  were  under  way. 

The  ground  around  Yorktown  was  full  of  torpedoes, 
several  of  which  exploded,  inflicting  ghastly  wounds. 
Some  were  thrown  on  the  surface,  and  as  the  men 
marched  by  they  could  not  cease  joking  even  at  these 
dangerous  naissiles. 

"  Arrah,  Bill,  isn't  that  a  pretty  ham  of  bacon !  It 
looks  to  be  well  cured,"  says  one.  A  torpedo  is  a 
metal  or  copper  vessel,  something  of  the  shape  of  a 
ham. 

^^Yes^  a  pretty  chap  to  cure  one's  bacon:  faix,  I 
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think  it  would  cure  yours  if  yon  only  tried  It,''  was 
the  reply.  '^  Begor,  boys,  they'd  be  pleasant  things  to 
have  at  home  against  the  winter." 

^^  Yes,  if  yon  had  a  scolding  wife  and  bad  neighbors, 
they  would  be  an  excellent  receipt  to  get  rid  of  thenu 
Faix,  I  wish  I  had  the  fellow  fiill  of  whiskey  instead 
of  powder,  then  Fd  like  to  see  him  go  offi" 

The  rain  continned  to  fall,  the  night  was  chill  and 
dreary,  the  roads  knee-deep  with  mnd,  oftentimes  hold- 
ing the  men  fSast,  who,  in  their  stm^les,  left  their 
boots  behind,  or  fell  into  some  hole,  ont  of  which  they 
were  draped  coated  over  like  a  pie-crust. 

The  artillery,  which  was  hurried  to  the  front,  got 
stuck  in  the  mud,  and  the  men  had  to  drag  it  oat 
A  brigade  of  lancers  were  also  rushing  to  the  front, 
and  sometimes  rider  and  horse  would  roll  into  the 
deep  ruts.  They  were  up  again,  the  man  and  horse 
looking  like  some  strange  animals  covered  with  a  coat 
of  mud-maU,  rushing  to  the  contest. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  General  Meagher 
received  orders  to  halt  and  bivouac  in  the  woods.  Here 
the  general  and  staff  took  up  their  quarters  before  a 
blazing  fire  under  a  luixuriant  tree.  While  there,  the 
Duke  de  Ohartres,  who  was  on  his  way  from  the  front 
to  Torktown,  hearing  that  it  was  the  Irish  Brigade, 
rode  up  to  General  Meagher's  quarters,  had  a  friendly 
conversation  with  him,  and  mformed  him  that  Wil- 
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liamsburg  was  oun.    This  was  pleasing  news,  and 
lightened  the  fatigue  of  the  wearied  troops. 

The  woods  aromid  were  full  of  stragglers,  while  artil- 
lery and  wagons  had  blocked  up  the  roads.  Some  had 
switched  off  for  the  night,  and  others  were  whipping, 
lashing,  and  cnrsing  their  jaded  animals. 

Perhaps  the  whole  annsds  of  the  campaign  did  not 
present  snch  another  scene  of  misery  and  concision. 

The  general,  officers,  and  men  lay  down  in  their  damp 
clothes  on  the  wet  groand,  to  snatch  a  few  hours'  hasty 
sleep. 

Williamsbnrg  is  the  oldest  incorporated  town  of 
Yirginia,  and  was  the  capital  of  the  State  and  seat  of 
Colonial  Government  previous  to  the  Eevolution.  It 
is  built  on  a  plam  midway  between  the  York  and 
James  rivers,,  and  about  six  miles  from  each.  Among 
the  numerous  antique  remains  of  the  past  are  the 
statue  of  Lord  Botetourt,  the  palace  of  Xord  Dunmore, 
the  last  of  the  royal  governors  of  Virginia,  Benton 
Church,  the  old  Magazine,  the  old  Capitol,  where  Fat- 
rick  Henry  exclaimed,  "  CsBsar  had  his  Brutus,  Charles 

the  First  his  Cromwell,  and  George  the  Third ," 

and  many  oiher  fine  old  buildings  and  reminiscences 
of  Virginia's  days  of  pride  and  glory. 

Battle  of  Williamsbubg. 
The  battle  of  Williamsburg  was  opened  by  Hooker's 
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division  attacking  Fort  Magruder,  which  he  continu^ 
to  assault  for  several  hours,  under  a  most  destructi'^* 
fire  from  the  fort   and  rebel  infantry  ;    but   beiiP^ 
exhausted,  and  overpowered  by  numbers,  he  was  gi^^' 
ing  way,  and   had  lost  a  battery,  when  Kearney^  * 
division    came    to  his    support      Kearney   at    onc^^ 
renewed  the  attack  with  desperate  vigor,  while  Han^ 
cock's  brigade  crossed  on  the  right,  occupying  th^^ 
enemy's  redoubts,  which  commanded  Fort  Magmder. 
while  Heintzelman  was  engaged  on  the  left,  but  cut 
off  from  the  other  command  by  a  thick  belt  of 
Smith  and  Naglee  were  ordered  to  Hancock's  support, 
but  before  they  could  reach  him  he  had  to  fall  back, 
but  again  took  up  a  more  favorable  position,  and 
turning  on  the  enemy,  charged  them  with  the  bay- 
onet, routing  and   dispersing  them.    Meantime,  the 
gallant  £eamey  was   contending    against   desperate 
odds ;   but  his  success  soon  decided  the  day,  for  we 
now  commanded  the  forts,  and  the  enemy  retreated 
during  the  night. 

Our  loss  in  this  stubborn  conflict  was :  killed,  four 
hundred  and  fifty-six;  wounded,  one  thousand  four 
hundred;  missing,  three  hundred  and  seventy-two; 
total,  two  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

The  enemy  left  several  guns  and  colors,  and  a  laige 
number  of  wounded,  in  our  hands. 

The  divisions  of   Franklin  and  Sedgwick,  Porter 
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and  Eichardson,  including  the  Irish  Brigade,  were 
Bent  from  Torktown,  by  water,  to  the  right  bank  of 
the  Pamnnkey,  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point.  The 
remaining  divisions,  trains,  and  artillery  moved  by 
land. 

A  dear,  bright  morning  rose  on  the  Brigade,  after 
that  dismal  night,  in  their  cold,  wet  bivouac.  They 
still  continued  to  advance  towards  WilKamsburg,  and 
encamped  the  following  evening  and  night  in  its 
vicinity. 

The  next  morning  they  were  ordered  to  return 
to  Yorktown.  It  was  a  beautiful  day;  the  sun 
fihone  brilliantly,  the  sky  was  clear  and  bright,  the 
men  were  cheerful,  with  the  favorable  change  in  the 
weather  and  the  new:s  of  the  victory  at  WiUiamsbuig. 
The  Brigade  returned  by  a  new  road  through  the 
forest,  and  marched  by  once  pleasant  homesteads, 
already  desolated  by  war ;  green  fields,  and  orchards 
in  full  bloom,  despite  the  desolation  and  ruin  around 
them.  Their  march  lay  through  a  pleasant  valley, 
bordered  on  each  side  by  the  green  forest-trees,  while 
beside  them  flowed  a  clear,  babbling  stream,  that 
merrily  sang  and  foamed  as  it  txunbled  from  rock  to 
rock.  The  sunbeams  glistened  on  the  burnished  arms, 
and  glittered  through  the  forest-trees.  At  length  they 
reached  Torktown,  where  they  at  once  embarked. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  McClellan  had  his  headquar- 
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ters  at  the  White  House,  where  a  permanent  depo 
was  established.  On  the  20th  the  headquarters  and 
Porter's  and  Franklin's  corps  moved  to  Tunstall 
Station,  five  miles  from  the  White  House. 

On  the  21st  of  May,  the  position  of  the  troops  was 
as  follows : 

Stoneman's  cavalry,  advance-guard,  one  mile  from 
New  Bridge. 

Franklin's  corps,  three  miles  from  New  Bridge; 
Porter's  corps,  in  its  rear. 

Sumner^s  corps,  on  the  railroad,  about  three  miles 
from  the  Ohickahominy,  connecting  the  right  wing 
with  the  left. 

Keyes's  corps,  near  Bottom  Bridge,  and  Heintzel- 
man's  corps  at  supporting  distance  in  its  rear. 

On  the  22d  of  May  headquarters  moved  to  Cold 
Harbor.  On  the  26th  the  railroad  was  in  operation 
as  far  as  the  Ohickahominy,  and  the  railroad-bridge 
across  that  stream  nearly  completed. 

About  this  time  Porter's  and  Sykes's  divisions,  and 
Ae  reserve  artiUery,  were  orgaied  into  Ae  Rfth 
Corps,  under  Fitz  John  Porter,  and  Franklin  and 
Smith's  divisions  into  the  Sixth  Corps,  under  General 
W.  B.  Franklin. 
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Sketch  of  the  White  Honee. — Brigade  at  Cumberland  Landing. — The 
Chickahominj  and  PocahontaR. — Brigade  encamped  on  Tyler's  farm. 
—Battle  of  Mechanicsville. — Battle  of  Hanover  Courthouse.— Inter- 
rupted racing  amusements. — Battle  of  Fair  Oaks. — March  of  the  Bri- 
gade—The Brigade  in  battle. — Its  gallant  conduct.— What  General 
Sumner  thought  of  it. — What  others  thought  of  it. — ^Incidents  and 
sketches  of  the  battle  and  the  battle-field. 


"  The  cannon  now  resounds ;  the  hurrying  drum 
Loud  beats  to  arms,  and  tells  the  foeman's  come : 
Quick  forms  in  line  and  marches  our  brigade. 
As  gay  as  if  thej  mustered  on  i>arade.' 


ti 


Havino  reached  Torkto^Ti  on  Sunday,  tlie  11th  of 
May,  the  Brigade  was  embarked  on  three  large  trans- 
ports, and,  accompanied  by  two  other  brigades  of  the 
division,  proceeded  np  the  York  Eiver  to  the  White 
House,  and  disembarked  at  Cumberland  Landing, 
near  which  they  encamped  for  a  few  days. 

On  the  19th  they  reached  a  place  called  St.  Peter's 
Church,  and  encamped  on  an  elevated  groimd  near, 
called  Tyler's  farm.  The  Eichmond  and  York  Eail- 
road  crosses  the  Pamnnkey  Eiver  at  the  White  House. 

The  latter  place  is  memorable  as  being  the  residence 
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of  Mrs.  Custds,  who  became  the  wife  of  Washington. 
The  house  itself  was  a  two-and-a-half-story  frame 
building,  containing  but  six  rooms,  and  surrounded  by 
out-offices  and  a  handsome,  well-kept  garden.  McQel- 
lan  placed  a  guard  on  the  house,  and  ordered  it  to  be 
protected  from  intrusion  or  injury.  It  belonged  to  the 
Lee  family,  who  were  descended  from  the  Gustis 
family.  The  mother  of  General  R.  E.  Lee  was  a  Miss 
Gustis. 

The  river  at  this  point  is  pretty  wide,  deep,  and 
muddy.  Its  banks  were  now  crowned  with  a  busy 
crowd,  unloading  transports  and  supplies,  while  over  a 
thousand  vessels  floated  on  its  waters,  laden  with 
troops,  horses,  mules,  artillery,  railroad-cars,  com,  and 
commissary  stores  in  &:eneral. 

The  l^g  of  sui  heterogeneous  cargoes  of  men, 
animals,  and  materials  presented  the  most  noisy  and 
ludicrous  scenes  imaginable.  A  mule  or  horse  would 
sometimes  fall  into  the  water*  and  the  poor  animal's 
struggles  to  gain  land  afforded  the  greatest  frm  to  the 
crowds  of  idle  soldiers  who  lined  the  shore.  Soldiers 
were  disembarked,  formed  into  line,  and  marched  for 
their  respective  camps.  Gommissary  stores,  sutlers' 
shanties,  and  shops  sprung  up  like  mushrooms,  and 
one  could  not  but  feel  the  contrast  with  the  quiet  and 
repose  of  the  place  in  the  days  when  Washington 
tarried  here  to  woo  and  win  the  pretty  widow  Gustis. 
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Tie  White  House  is  no  more ;  even  the  stately  pines 

along  the  river's  banks,  and  the  gracefhl  cedars  beneath 

/which  he  whispered  his  love  and  spent  a  few  eljsian 

days  of  love  and  happiness,  are  swept  away  by  the 

cruel  hand  of  war. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  White  House  were  pitched 
a  large  number  of  hospital  tents,  in  which  were 
treated  the  sick  and  wounded  sent  down  from  the  ad- 
vance. 

While  McClellan  was  hurrying  up  his  troops  and 
preparing  for  the  advance,  the  enemy  were  concentratr 
ing  near  the  Chickahominy  Eiver. 

The  Chickahominy  in  this  vicinity  is  about  forty 
feet  wide,  fiinged  with  a  dense  growth  of  heavy  forest 
trees,  and  bordered  by  low,  deep  marshes,  varying 
from  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  in  width.  McClellan's 
operations  embraced  the  part  of  the  river  between 
Bottom  and  Meadow  bridges,  which  covered  the 
principal  approaches  to  Kichmond  from  the  east. 
The  bridges  had  all  been  destroyed,  and  it  was  neces- 
sary to  reconstruct  them,  and  also  to  build  new  ones. 

Casey's  division  effected  a  crossing  at  Bottom  Bridge 
on  the  20th,  thus  covering  our  left  flank  in  an  advan- 
tageous position  while  building  the  bridge.  At  the 
same  time  our  right  and  centre  advanced  to  the  river, 
and  on  the  24th  of  May  we  carried  the  village  of 
Mechanicsville,  after  a  heavy  artillery  fire.     General 
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Naglee  at  the  same  time  dislodged  a  force  of  the 
enemy  from  "  Seven  Pines,"  on  the  Bottom  Bridge 
road,  thus  strengthening  the  position  of  onr  left  flank. 
Owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  the  ground  along  the 
Chickahominy  eleven  new  bridges  had  to  be  built,  and 
all  their  approaches  corduroyed. 

It  was  up  this  same  Chickahominy,  which  is  now 
made  even  more  memorable  by  the  bloody  scenes  of 
the  late  war,  that  the  celebrated  Captain  John  Smith 
sailed  when  captured  by  the  Indians  in  the  early  days 
of  the  settlement,  when  the  white  and  the  red  men 
warred  for  the  possession  of  its  rich  hunting-grounds. 
Here  were  the  pleasant  retreats  of  the  gentle  Poca- 
hontas, and  not  far  the  Indian  encampment  where 
Smith  was  going  to  be  sacrificed  to  the  Great  Spirit, 
when  the  tender  maiden,  at  the  risk  of  her  life,  saved 
him. 

Around  here  were  the  scenes  of  many  of  the  struggles 
and  deadly  encounters  of  the  adventurous  white  men 
who  first  trod  the  wilds  of  Virginia. 

While  McClellan  was  preparing  roads  and  bridges 
for  the  passage  of  his  army  across  the  Chickahominy 
swamp,  McDowell  was  operating  along  the  lines  of  the 
Bappahannock ;  Jackson  fell  back  towards  Bichmond 
from  Fredericksburg ;  General  Fitz  John  Porter  en- 
countered a  force  of  the  enemy  at  Hanover  Courthouse^ 
and  defeated  them  on  the  28th. 
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The  enemy  were  now  concentrating  every  thing  on  . 
Kichmond,  with  the  intention  of  hurling  them  on 
McQeUan. 

Battle  of  Fair  Oaxs. 

On  the  80th  of  May,  McClellan's  army  on  the  Bouth 
side  of  the  Chickahominy  occnpied  the  following  po- 
sition : 

Casey's  division  held  the  right  of  the  Williamsburg 
road  and  the  centre  at  Fair  Oaks  Station;  Couch's 
division,  at  Seven  Pines;  Kearney's  division,  on  the 
railroad  from  Savage  Station  to  the  bridge ;  Hooker's 
division  readied  to  the  edge  of  White  Oak  Swamp. 
This  was  the  position  occupied  by  the  advance  of  our 
army,  when,  on  the  night  of  the  30th,  a  very  heavy 
ram-storm  set  in,  swelling  the  river  and  swamps,  and 
destroying  some  of  the  bridges.  The  enemy,  perceiv- 
ing the  advance  of  our  army,  placed  in  such  an  unfa- 
vorable position,  endeavored  to  cut  it  off  from  the  main' 
body. 

On  the  morning  of  the  81st  of  May,  Johnston,  who 
still  commanded  in  the  field,  massed  a  large  force  on 
his  right  in  order  to  crush  in  our  left,  thinking  that,  on 
account  of  the  roads  and  broken  bridges,  McClellan 
would  not  be  able  to  re-enforce  it  in  time. 

Accordingly,  about  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the 
grand  divisions  of  D.  H.  Hill,  Huger,  Longstreet,  and 
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S.  W.  Smith  Were  formed  into  line  of  battle,  and  com- 
menced moving  down  on  the  position  occupied  by 
Casey's  division. 

About  twelve  o'clock  the  advancing  colnmns  stmck 
Casey's  pickets,  sweeping  them  before  them,  and  were 
moving  down  in  force  along  the  Williamsburg  road. 

General  Keyes,  commanding  the  corps,  ordered  Gten* 
eral  Couch  to  move  General  Peck's  brigade  to  support 
Casey'a  left. 

The  enemy  now  attacked  General  Casey  simulta- 
neously in  front  and  on  both  flanks.  General  iN'aglee's 
brigade  received  the  first  shock  of  the  enemy,  and 
naade  a  gallant  resistance  against  the  overwhelming 
numbers  that  pressed  them  on  aU  sides.  Casey's  artil- 
lery was  doing  excellent  execution,  while  the  rebels 
were  not  yet  able  to  bring  up  their  artillerj,  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  ground.  Casey's  division  had  no 
fewer  than  eight  new  regiments  in  it,  and  some  of 
these,  seeing  themselves  in  danger  of  being'  eut  o£^ 
broke  and  fell  back  in  confusion. 

The  rebels  had  now  occupied  Casey's  first  line  of 
works  on  Basker's  farm,  and  were  still  pressing  on* 
fiome  of  our  guns  had  already  fallen  into  their  hands, 
and  they  made  a  dash  on  Began's  battery ;  the  fire  oi 
the  battery  was  redoubled,  afid  four  infantry  regim^its 
hurried  up  to  save  it.  The  fighting  about  it  was  deadly, 
and  it  had  nearly  fallen  into  their  hands,  when  Casey 
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ordered  a  bayonet  charge.    This  drove  back  the  rebel 
torrent. 

Casey  was  now  driven  back ;  Bates'  and  Fitch's  bat- 
teries next  opened  on  the  enemy,  tearing  lanes  through 
their  colnmns,  while  a  regular  fusilade  was  kept  np 
along  the  infantry  lines.  The  rebel  batteries  replied 
with  good  effect,  while  under  their  cover  their  infantry 
dashed  up,  stormed  the  redoubts  and  rifle-pits,  captur- 
ing Bates'  and  Sprat's  guns.  Casey's  division  was  now 
completely  broken  and  routed:  his  artillery  was  in 
the  enemy's  hands  and  turned  on  him.  They  next 
bore  down  on  Couch's  division,  which  was  supporting 
Casey.  A  little  after  four  the  enemy's  columns  struck 
Couch,  D.  H.  Hill  on  the  right,  Anderson  on  the  left. 

Once  more  a  livid  flame  of  lead  and  fire  was  belch- 
ing from  the  woods,  as  these  solid  columns  swept  down 
on  our  lines.  Couch's  division  bravely  stood  the 
shock,  charged  the  enemy,  repulsing  them,  but  on  they 
oame  again,  driving  Couch's  advance  lines.  At  the 
same  time  a  column  was  sweeping  down  the  Tenth 
.MasBaohusetts  on  our  extreme  left.  McCariy's  and 
Miller's  batteries  were  vainly  striving  to  keep  them  in 
check.  The  regiment  broke,  and  the  enemy  pressed  in 
the  left  flank,  doubling  it  on  the  centre.  General  Couch 
was  driven  back  half  a  mile  towards  Grapevine  Bridge, 
when  he  re-formed,  facing  Fair  Oaks  station. 

General  Keyes  had  sent  to  Heintzelman  for  le-en 
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forcements.   Kearney  and  Hooker  did  not  receire  thdiKS 
orders  to  advance  until  near  three  o'clock,  and  it  wi 
near  five  when  their  advance  arrived  on  the  field. 

Snmner's  corps,  consisting  of  Bichardson's  and  Sedg- 
wick's divisions,  was  also  ordered  up.  At  three  o'clo(dc 
Sumner  moved  rapidly  to  Heintzelman's  support 

General  Berry's  and  Jamieson's  brigades,  Kearney's 
division,  arrived  in  time  at  Seven  Fines  to  check  the 
enemy  by  a  flank  fire.  Berry's  brigade  pushed  far 
enough  to  sweep  the  camp  occupied  by  Casey  in  the 
morning,  and  now  in  the  enemy's  hands.  They  gal- 
lantly held  this  ground  until  darkness  set  in,  and  en- 
abled Casey  to  fall  back  to  the  main  body.  The  advance 
of  Snmne 'b  cori«  arrived  in  time  to  support  Couch. 
Sunmer  ordered  five  regiments  to  charge  with  the 
bayonet,  which  they  did  in  admirable  style,  checking 
the  farther  advance  of  the  rebels.  Thus  ended  the 
first  day's  battle,  the  enemy,  having  gained  a  decided 
advantage,  capturing  some  of  our  camps,  and  many 
prisoners.  But  they  were  unexpectedly  and  effectively 
repulsed  by  the  sturdy  gallantry  of  Berry's  brigade, 
which  consisted  of  the  Thirty-seventh  N.  T.  (Irish 
Kifies)  and  three  Michigan  regiments. 

The  brigade-officers,  feeling  the  etmm  of  camp-life 
on  Tyler's  farm  rather  oppressive  for  their  restless, 
mercurial  natures,  subscribed  a  purse,  and  resolved  to 
have  a  race.    Unfortunately,  the  day  appointed  for 
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the  affair  to  come  off  Was  that  on  which  the  battle  was 
raging  in  front  of  Fair  Oaks.  Not  expecting  such  an 
episode  to  wind  up  the  day's  entertainment,  the  races 
came  off  as  announced. 

General  Meagher  had  given  as  a  prize  the  skin  of  a 
tiger  which  he  had  shot  himself  in  South  America. 
The  riders  were  to  come  to  the  post  in  jockey-dress. 
This  was  the  difficulty.  The  nearest  approach  a  cer- 
tain captain  could  make  to  a  uniform  was  a  pair  of 
yellow  drawers  and  red  shirt,  surmounted  by  a  cap, 
with  a  tassel  furiously  bobbing  about.  He  had  to  get 
into  a  pair  of  top-boots  borrowed  from  the  general, 
and,  being  a  very  small  and  light-limbed  man,  his  feet 
looked  laughably  ludicrous  in  them. 

Captain  Jack  Gosson  looked  conspicuous  in  a  pair 
of  pants,  made  out  of  flaming  red  window-curtain, 
borrowed  from  some  rebel  house  for  the  occasion,  and 
a  general  officer's  jacket,  turued  inside  out,  crowned 
by  a  huge  smoking-cap,  bedizzened  with  beads  and 
gold  fringes.    Hurdles  were  built,  fiat-jumps  sunk. 

It  was  a  May  morning — a  beautiful  morning,  calm 
and  soothing  as  the  impassioned  visions  of  early  love. 
The  rich  amber  clouds  floated  through  the  deep  blue 
sky,  and  the  dim  shadowy  woods  near  you  looked  such 
as  our  druidical  ancestors  peopled  with  all  kinds  of 
strange  beings.    Cheers  and  shouts  and  laughter  came 

from  the  plain,  where  the  men  were  engaged  in  afriendly 

7 
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contest  at  football.  Near  the  centre  of  the  field  was  a 
stand,  something  like  those  yon  might  have  seen  on 
connty  courses  at  home ;  while  staffs,  with  small  flags 
attached,  marked  the  course. 

As  troops  were  ordered  to  the  front  in  anticipation 
of  a  battle,  the  course  was  not  crowded  witH  mar- 
tial sportsmen ;  however,  the  horses  came  to  the 
post  in  the  most  approved  racing  style,  and  the  fol- 
lowing is  an  account  of  the  affair: 

The  Chiokahominy  Steeplb-Chasb. 
Judges — Geneigjil^  Richar^gon'  and  French. 

Fowler;*'1^.rSDttfl^''!^  "" 

Captain  W.  H.  Hog^f^    '"""^  '    -^l^.^^^:!- 
Clerk  of  the  Course — Quartermaster  O'Sullivan. 

First  Eace. 

A  steeple-chase,  open  to  all  horses,  the  property  of 
and  ridden  by  oflScers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  over  a 
course  to  be  decided  upon  by  a  committee  of  three, 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  best  of  three  heats 
of  once  round  the  course  to  decide  the  winner. 

Entrance,  $3  ;  the  second  horse  to  save  his  stake. 

First  Prize — A  magnificent  tiger-skin,  presented  by 
General  Meagher,  the  spoil  of  his  own  gun  in  Central 
America.  The  skin  is  similar  to  those  worn  by  the 
officers  of  the  Eighth  Eoyal  Irish  Hussars. 


e- 
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lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly's  b.  g.  "Faig-a-Bealac," 
idden  by  owner ;  blue  jacket,  black  cap. 

Lieutenant  Turner's  b.  m.  "  Katie  Darling,"  rid- 
<ien  by  Major  Cavanagb ;  green  jacket,  tricolor 
cap. 

Colonel  Kugent's  (Sixty-ninth  Eegiment)  b.  g. 
^^  Moume  Boy,"  ridden  by  Captain  Gosson ;  scarlet 
Jacket,  scarlet  cap. 

Captain  McCoy's  b.  m.  "Molly,"  ridden  by  owner; 
white  jacket,  white  cap. 

Major  Quinlan's  (Eighty-eighth  Begiment)  b.  g. 
"  Tipperary  Joe,"  ridden  by  Lieutenant  Joyce. 

Brigade^urgeon  Taylor's  b.  g.  "  Bapid,"  ridden  by 
owner ;  gray  jacket,  red  and  black  cap. 

Major  Warrington's  b.  g.  "  Easper,"  ridden  by 
owner ;  white  jacket,  ermine  cap. 

Quartermaster  O'Hanlon's  (Sixty-third  Begiment) 
b.  g.  "Little  George,"  ridden  by  Lieutenant  McCor- 
mack ;  gray  jacket,  black  cap. 

Quartermaster  O'Hanlon's  (Sixty-third  Begiment) 
b.  m.  "Neighbor  Nelly,"  ridden  by  owner;  lavender 
jacket,  black  cap. 

Dr.  Beynolds'  (Eighty-eighth  B^iment)  b.  g.  "  Bully 
for  Tou,"  ridden  by  owner. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Kelly's  (Sixty-ninth  Begiment) 
b.  g.  "  Honest  John,"  ridden  by  Captain  Saunders ; 
blue  jacket,  red  sleeves,  and  red  cap. 
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LientenantrColoDel  Kelly's  (Sixty-nintli  Regiment^ 
b.  g.,  ridden  by  owner ;  yeUow  jacket,  red  cap. 

Major  Cavanagh,  riding  "Katie  Darling,"  let  the 
others  lead,  all  topping  the  first  hurdles,  and  from 
thence  round  the  house,  over  a  ploughed  field,  through 
a  stretch  of  stumps,  into  and  through  a  heavy  bot- 
tom, and  then  the  home  stretch,  where  the  little  mare, 
beautiful  as  her  name,  ridden  by  Major  Cavanagh,  did 
herself  honor.  On  the  first  heat  "  Molly"  was  held  up 
in  the  stretch  of  stumps;  the  b.  g.  "Bully  for  You" 
spilled  his  owner  in  a  fine  manner ;  "  Faig-arBealac" 
and  "Easper"  followed  the  mare  up  well  over  the 
leaps  on  the  bottom ;  but,  once  on  the  home-stretch, 
the  speed  of  "Katie  Darling"  told,  and,  distancing 
the  most  of  the  thirteen,  she  came  in  an  easy  winner. 

This  was  followed  by  another  race,  and  then  came 
the  great  event  of  the  day,  a  mule  race,  for  thirty  dol- 
lars, mules  to  be  ridden  by  drummer-boys.  If  the 
other  races  were  amusing,  this  was  doubly  so,  from  the 
obstinacy  of  the  animals  and  the  shouting  and  lashing 
and  witty  sayings  of  the  riders.  A  theatre  was  built 
for  the  evening's  enjoyment.  Parts  were  studied, 
dresses  prepared,  for  the  characters  were  to  appear  in 
costume  on  the  sylvan  stage.  Glowing  handbills 
were  out;  a  grand  evening's  entertainment  was  ex- 
pected, but  all  were  doomed  to  disappointment.  The 
actors  had  to  appear  on  another  stage,  aAd  take  their 
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3)art8  in  a  more  thrilling  scene.  The  theatre  was 
abandoned,  the  call  to  arms  sounded,  accoatrements 
hastily  donned,  for  the  wild  din  of  battle  came  along, 
borne  on  the  evening  breeze. 


Tlie  booming  of  the  cannon  from  the  front  was  the 
first  intimation  the  Brigade  had  that  a  fierce  confiict 
was  going  on. 

General  Meagher  ordered  the  Brigade  under  arms, 
and  to  be  in  readiness. 

Soon  the  order  came  for  them  to  march.  On  the  road 
an  aid  ofGeneral  McClellan  rode  up,  ordering  General 
Richardson  to  hurry  up.  The  command  quick-marched 
as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  would  permit, 
and  crossed  the  Ohickahominy  at  Grapevine  Bridge. 

The  route  of  the  Brigade  was  now  through  a  swamp, 
deep,  dark,  and  dismal,  as  desolate  and  dreary  as  the 
imagination  could  picture.  Just  conceive  a  waste 
of  stagnant  waters,  full  of  snags,  fallen  trees,  and 
brush,  and  highly  musical  with  croaking  frogs  and 
reptiles  of  every  kind  and  species,  and  you  have  some 
idea  of  the  ground.  It  was  difficult  for  the  infantry 
to  march  over  this,  but  when  it  came  to  the  artillery 
and  cavalry,  there  ensued  a  scene  of  horses  plunging 
up  to  their  bellies  in  water  and  sending  their  riders 
sprawling  into  the  mud,  of  caissons  stuck  up  to  the 
axletrees,  and  teamsters  whipping,  swearing,  and  fiog- 
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giDg  the  helpless  animals.  About  twelve  o'clcck  at  night 
the  Brigade  halted  and  bivouacked  in  the  forest.  Here 
they  prepared  a  hastj  cup  of  coffee,  and  then  resumed 
their  march. 

It  would  shame  a  lazj  cook  to  see  with  what  expe- 
dition the  soldiers  prepare  their  meals. 

The  moment  they  stacked  arms,  fires  were  lit  of  rails 
or  branches,  the  knapsack  heaved  off,  a  cup  of  water 
clapped  on  the  fire:  they  threw  their  coffee  and  sugar 
into  this,  and  in  a  few  minutes  they  had  it  fit  to  drink. 
Then  they  took  a  slice  of  pork  and  roasted  it  before  the 
fire  on  the  point  of  a  stick.  In  this  way,  a  soldier 
cooked  and  consumed  his  hasty  meal  in  about  fifteen 
minutes.  They  soon  reached  a  part  of  the  battle-field 
of  the  previous  day,  near  Fair  Oaks. 

Even  through  the  intense  darkness  and  gloom  of  the 
night  you  could  perceive  the  sad  indications  of  the 
desperate  struggle  of  the  previous  day. 

The  shifting  lights  of  the  lamps  as  the  doctors  passed 
from  sufferer  to  sufferer,  the  stifled  cries  and  groans, 
the  shriek  of  agony  and  despair  that  burst  from  the 
lips  of  some,  smote  sadly  on  the  heart ;  and  as  the 
morning  broke,  the  trees  shattered  with  shot  and 
shell,  broken  caissons  and  guns,  the  dead  and  dying 
men  and  animals  around,  were  sad  traces  of  war. 

But  two  regiments  of  the  Brigade,  Sixty-ninth  and 
Eighty-eighth,  were  sent  to  the  front.    By  order  of 
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General  Eichardson,  the  Sixty-third  was  detailed  to 
extricate  the  artillery  and  guard  the  bridge. 

Second  Day's  Fight,  (June  Ibt). 

During  the  night  Conch's  division,  and  what  conld 
be  collected  of  Casey's,  with  Kearney's,  occupied  the 
rifle-pits  near  Seven  Pines.  General  Hooker's  divi- 
sion took  up  position  to  the  rear  and  right  of  the  rifle- 
pits.  General  Sedgwick's  division  and  Couch's  divi- 
sion held  about  the  same  positions  they  did  the  even- 
ing previous.  Kichardson  connected  with  Kearney, 
with  French's  brigade  posted  along  the  railroad,  and 
Howard's  and  Meagher's  in  secofnd  and  third  lines. 
On  account  of  the  state  of  the  Iroads,  he  was  not  able 
to  get  up  his  batteries  until  morning.  There  was  a 
wide  gap  between  Bichardson  and  Kearney's  lines; 
to  close  this,  Eichardson's  line  had  to  be  extended  to 
the  left,  and  his  first  line  moved  over  the  railroad. 

About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  enemy  was 
rapidly  approaching  in  columns  of  attack,  with  flank- 
ing columns  on  both  sides.  They  had  no  skirmishers, 
as  if  determined  to  sweep  all  before  them  by  one 
crushing  blow.  They  first  burst  on  French's  brigade, 
which  held  the  first  line,  and  withstood  the  desperate 
shock  for  near  an  hour,  when,  being  desperately  pressed, 
Howard,  with  his  brigade,  was  ordered  to  his  assist- 
ance.    French's  fine   brigade  comprised  the  Fifty- 
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third  Pennsylvania,  Sixty -first,  Sixty-fourth,  and  Sixty- 
sixth  N.  T.  Y.,  and  made  a  noble,  bitter,  and  bloody 
stand  against  the  enemy.  Howard's  brigade  moved 
forward,  dashed  into  the  woods,  and  the  ringing,  de- 
fiant cheers  and  roll  of  musketry  told  the  des}>erate 
nature  of  the  conflict.  General  Howard,  while  lead- 
ing his  men,  was  shot  through  the  arm ;  but  declining 
to  leave  the  field,  the  surgeon  was  dressing  it,  when 
another  shot  shattered  the  bone,  compelling  him  to  go 
to  the  rear.    The  arm  was  subsequently  amputated. 

As  soon  as  Howard's  brigade  had  advanced  upon 
the  enemy.  Col.  Nugent  formed  his  regiment  (Sixty- 
ninth),  into  line  of  battle  along  the  edge  of  the  wood. 
The  regiment  moved  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  with 
a  bold  defiant  cheer.  As  they  reached  the  open  out  of 
the  woods,  the  fire  of  the  enemy  told  on  them,  striking 
the  head  of  the  column.  Here  they  were  ordered  to 
halt  for  further  orders. 

The  Eighty-eighth  advanced  ill  line  of  battle  through 
the  woods  to  an  open  plain  which  was  swept  by  the  shot 
and  shell  of  the  enemy.  On  this  plain  was  a  small 
house  which  it  was  important  to  occupy.  Two  com- 
panies. Captain  Egan's  and  Captain  William  Hogan's, 
under  command  of  Col.  Pat.  Kelly,  gained  this  point 
nnder  a  most  withering  fire. 

Capt.  McMahon,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  one  of  Gen.  Mea- 
gher's aids,  who  was  to  conduct  the  Eighty-eighth,  rode 
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ahead   and  discovered    a  first-rate  place  where  the 
regiment  could  be  posted  with  effect. 

The  regiment  soon  occupied  this  position,  and  were 
able  to  pour  in  a  withering  fire  on  the  enemy's  flank, 
compelling  them  to  fall  back :  the  fire  swept  along  the 
line,  checking  the  rebel  advance.         > 

Meantime,  Oeneral  Hooker  made  a  bayonet  charge 
with  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  New  Jersey,  Third  Maine, 
Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  New  York,  driving  back 
the  enemy  in  confnsion.  Couch  and  Heintzelman 
were  engaged  on  the  left,  while  Sickles,  with  his 
Excelsior  Brigade,  dashed  into  the  timber  and  put 
the  enemy  to  flight  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

The  enemy  were  checked  on  all  sides,  but  resolved 
to  make  one  desperate  effort.  They  again  massed  in 
front  of  Sichardson,  and  strove  in  vain  to  break  his 
line.  French  still  stubbornly  held  his  position,  sup- 
ported by  Howard's  brigade,  while  the  Irish  Brigade 
met  them  with  fixed  bayonets  and  a  sweeping  fire, 
hurling  their  lines  before  them.  At  length,  baffled, 
broken,  and  beaten,  the  enemy  retired  in  considerable 
disorder.  Fair  Oaks  was  fought,  lost,  and  won  ;  and 
all  honored  the  Irish  Brigade,  from  the  commander-in- 
chief  down  to  the  humblest  private,  for  their  noble 
conduct. 

The  incidents  of  a  battle  are  often  more  interesting 

than  the  general  details.    As  the  Eighty-eighth  was 

7* 
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about  charging  across  the  open  plain,  through  which 
ran  the  railroad,  beyond  which  the  enemy  were  in 
force.  General  Sumner,  seeing  the  importance  of  the 
position  called  out — 

"  Boys,  I  am  your  general .  I  know  the  Irish  Brigade 
will  not  retreat.  I  stake  my  position  on  you."  A  Ser- 
geant McCabe  of  Company  K  replied :  "  General, 
we  have  never  run  yet,  and  we  are  not  going  to  do  it 
now."  "  I  know  it,  I  know  it,"  replied  Sumner,  as 
he  rode  oflEl 

General  Meagher  and  staff  were  indefatigable,  riding 
from  line  to  line,  cheering  on  the  men.  The  general 
was  all  the  time  under  fire.  Among  his  staff  I  will 
mention  Captain  McMahon,  who  guided  in  the  Eighty- 
eighth;  the  brave,  talented,  and  brilliant  Lieut.  Turner; 
the  noble  and  chivalric  young  Emmet ;  the  quaint  and 
erratic  Jack  Gosson ;  the  cool,  gray  veteran.  Captain 
Hogan.  The  officers  and  men  of  the  Eighty-eighth 
nobly  did  their  duty.  It  seemed  a  laudable  rivalry 
between  themselves  and  their  companions  of  the 
Sixty-ninth.  The  brave  Timothy  King  fell  mortally 
wounded ;  also  Patrick  E.  O'Connor,  who  was  wounded 
while  waving  his  sword  and  cheering  on  his  company. 
Among  the  heroes  of  the  day,  one  of  the  drummer- 
boys  of  the  Eighty-eighth  figured  conspicuously. 

George  Funk  was  out  skirmishing  on  his  own  hook. 
One    of    Howard's    re^ments    was    falling     back, 
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when  the  lad,  from  shelter  of  a  big  tree,  saw  a  rebel 
sharpshooter  rise  from  behind  a  log  and  fire  after 
them.  George  at  once  covered  him  and  took  him 
prisoner.  It  was  rather  an  amusing  sight  to  see  the 
little  lad  manly  marching  at  a  charge-bayonet,  escort- 
ing his  big  prisoner  to  the  rear.  General  Meagher 
rode  a  beautiful  mare  during  the  engagement,  and  his 
groom,  who  insisted  on  keeping  near  him,  got  shot 
through  the  legs.  When  the  general  went  next  morn- 
ing to  the  hospital,  to  see  him,  the  first  question  Moore 
asked  him  was, "  General,  has  Dolly  got  her  oats  yet  ?'^ 
The  noble  conduct  of  the  Brigade  was  admitted  on 
all  sides.  Dr.  Thomas  Ellis,  in  his  work  entitled, 
"  Leaves  from  the  Diary  of  an  Army  Surgeon,"  says : 
^'  Soon  the  fire  became  general,  and  spread  along  the 
lines  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  French's  brigade,  and 
Howard's  brigade.  There  was  the  Irish  Brigade  in  all 
the  gloiy  of  a  fedr,  fi^e  fight.  Other  men  go  into 
fights  finely,  sternly,  or  indiflFerently,  but  the  only  man 
that  really  loves  it,  after  all,  is  the  green,  immortal 
Irishman.  So,  there,  the  brave  lads  from  the  old  sod, 
with  the  chosen  Meagher  at  their  head,  laughed,  and 
fought,  and  joked,  as  if  it  were  the  finest  fun  in  the 
world.  We  saw  one  sitting  on  the  edge  of  a  ditch, 
wounded,  with  his  feet  in  the  water,  and  both  the  sim 
and  water,  too,  veiy  hot.  As  we  rode  by,  he  called 
out  to  know  if  we  had  ever  seen  ^  a  boiled  Irishman !'  " 


166  TEB    IRISH     SBIQADE. 

A  corporal  of  the  Eighty-eightli  pressed  ahead  of 
his  company  and  shot  a  sergeant  of  the  Eleventh 
Mississippi,  and  then  sheltering  himself  behind  a  tre^ 
loaded  and  shot  another.    By  this  time  his  i^iment 
had  reached  him. 

The  same  sergeant's  ofBcer  being  stmck  by  a  bnlleti 
he  lifted  him  on  his  shonlders,  and  while  bearing  him 
to  the  rear  got  shot  through  the  ribs.  After  a  tedious 
delay  of  many  hom*s,  himself  and  his  captain,  whom 
he  attended  all  through,  though  badly  wounded,  were 
carried  to  the  rear.  Brave  fellow !  he  died  from  his 
wound. 

Headley,  in  his  history  of  the  war,  speaking  of  Fair 
Oaks,  says : 

^^  Meagher's  gallant  brigade  wa^  then  brought  up  to 
relieve  the  hard-pressed  regiment. 

"  Advancing  with  their  well-known  war-shout,  they 
closed  with  fearful  ferocity  on  the  foe,  and  for  an  hour 
mowed  them  down  almost  by  companies." 

The  field-hospitals  of  each  regiment  were  points  of 
sad  attraction.  Dr.  Taylor,  the  eminent  brigade- 
surgeon,  and  brother  to  Bayard  Taylor,  the  dis- 
tinguished traveller  and  writer,  had  his  quarters  part 
of  the  day  on  the  field. 

The  general  hospital  was  a  farm-house,  at  the  end  of 
the  plain.  Here  was  the  hospital  of  the  Sixty-ninth, 
under  care  of  Dr.  Smith. 
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Dr.  Frank  Eeynolds,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  had  his 
quarters  behind  a  bam,  near  the  railroad  track ;  here 
he  was  bnsilj  engaged,  treating  not  only  his  own  men, 
but  those  of  the  enemy  who  were  brought  in. 

"  Yes,  it  is  rather  an  ugly  woimd,"  said  the  doctor, 
in  reply  to  a  bright  young  rebel,  whose  fractured  thigh 
he  was  examining.  • 

"Well,  I  may  thank  myself  for  that,  doctor.  I 
heard  that  whoever  would  shoot  that  one-handed  devil, 
Phil  Kearney,  would  be  promoted.  So  I  set  out  on 
my  own  hook  to  have  a  crack  at  him,  and  got  this  for 
my  pains." 

After  tiie  amputation  of  the  Teg,  when  he  recovered 
from  the  influence  of  chloroform,  he  turned  to  the 
doctor  and  said :  "  Well,  doctor,  Phil  Kearney  is  bet 
ter  off  tiian  I  am  now,  after  all  1" 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  the 
chaplains  of  the  Brigade,  Fathers  Ouellet,  Dillon, 
and  Corby,  for  the  care  and  kindness  they  bestowed 
on  the  dying  and  wounded. 

They  spent  the  previous  night  with  their  lamps, 
going  through  the  battle-field,  shriving  the  dying, 
and  attending  those  who  might  recover.  Oh,  what  a 
boon  is  even  a  drink  of  water  to  the  maimed  soldier, 
lying  on  the  battle-field,  tortured  with  pain  and  thirst  1 
How  gladly  would  I,  betimes,  have  drank  the  veriest 
sink  that  could  flow. 


\ 
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K  any  of  my  readers  have  ever  been  in  a  bat- 
tle, and  many  of  them  have,  they  will  recall  all  the 
horrors  of  that  sad  scene; — the  blood  and  carnage 
of  the  fight;  the  wild  shouts  of  victory  and  ven- 
geance; the  ghastliness  of  the  dead,  piled  in  all 
shapes  and  forms ;  the  groans  of  the  wonnded,  who 
call  on  yon  in  mercy  to  shoot  th^m,  and  put  them  out 
of  pain ; — and  they  will  agree  with  me,  that  a  visit  to 
the  field-hospital  is  about  the  most  painful  thing  of 
aU. 

It  looks  like  a  perfect  butcher's  shambles,  with 
maimed  and  bloody  men  lying  on  all  sides ;  some  with 
their  arms  off;  some  vnth  their  legs  off;  some  awaiting 
their  turn ;  while  the  doctors,  with  upturned  cuffs  and 
bloody  hands,  are  flourishing  their  fearful  knives  and 
saws  aroimd,  and  piles  of  raw,  bloody-looking  limbs  are 
strewn  around  them :  while  some  who  have  died  on  the 
dissecting-table,  add  to  the  ghastly  picture. 

The  first  time  I  witnessed  such  a  scene  was  after  a 
hard  day's  battle.  Tired,  and  wearied,  and  slightly 
hurt,  I  rode  to  inquire  for  a  dear  Mend  at  the  field- 
hospital. 

I  stayed  a  few  moments,  looking  on,  but  the  ghastly 
picture  affected  me  more  than  the  roar  and  din  of 
battle.  I  felt  faint,  and  had  to  get  stimulants  to 
revive  me. 

The  sufferings  of  the  woimded  were  fearftd,  owing 
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to  the  wretched  state  of  the  roads  and  limited  trans- 
portation. Proper  hospitals  could  not  be  established  on 
the  field,  so  they  had  to  be  carried  down  to  the  rail- 
road, thence  to  the  White  House,  West  Point,  or 
!North.  Transportation  was  so  limited  that  several  lay 
on  the  battle-field  for  days.  Dr.  Ellis,  who  had  charge 
of  them,  and  whose  Christian  kindness  and  attention 
will  be  long  remembered  by  many  a  poor  soldier,  says 
in  his  book : 

"The  rebels  having  destroyed  the  railroad-bridge 
across  the  river,  the  cars  were  run  down  to  the  river- 
side, filled  with  the  wounded,  after  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks.  It  was  i  here,  lying  around  on  the  track  as  they 
Lad  been  taken  out  of  the  freight-cars,  I  found  over 
three  hundred  wounded,  many  of  them  in  a  dying  con- 
dition,  and  all  of  them  more  or  less  mutilated,  and  still 
enyeloped  in  their  filthy  and  blood-stained  clothing  as 
they  were  found  on  the  battle-field.  In  many  instances 
maggots  were  creeping  out  of  their  festering  wounds." 

After  the  battle.  General  Meagher's  headquarters 
were  near  the  railroad,  close  to  where  the  locomotive 
stopped  to  take  up  the  wounded. 

Numbers  of  them  were  brought  to  this  point  from 
the  field-hospitals,  and  laid  on  the  embankment  until 
the  train  arrived.  Dr.  Dougherty  was  in  charge,  and 
indefatigable  in  hip  attentions. 

A  rain-«torm  set  in ;  the  doctor  at  once  ordered  de- 
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tails  to  cover  the  wounded  witli  huts  made  of  lumb^^ 
rails,  and  branches.     When  tenderly  helping  the  vieO 
into  the  cars,  a  fine-looking  young  Southern  officer 
takes  him  by  the  hand,  and  says : 

^^  Doctor,  I  have  experienced  much  kindness  from 
you — ^more  than  I  expected ;  I  wish  to  learn  your  name 
before  I  go;  I  may  yet  have  it  in  my  power  to 
thank  you." 

"  I  have  only  done  my  duty.  My  name  is  Dough- 
erty." 

'*  Oh !  Dougherty,  indeed  1    Of  what  descent  ?" 

"  My  grandfather  was  Irish." 

^^  And  so  was  mine ;  I  am  a  son  to  Judge  Dougherty, 
of  Alabama." 

Thus  the  pride  of  Irish  ancestry  was  a  bond  between 
the  kind  doctor  and  the  dashing  soldier.  I  have  found 
this  in  the  highest  circles  in  America,  North  and 
South ;  they  feel  a  pride  in  tracing  their  progenitors 
to  some  old  Celtic  stock.  It  is  only  those  who  have 
"  left  their  country  for  their  country's  good"  that  are 
low  and  snobbish  enough  to  deny  their  native  country. 
No  true  man  denies  his  coimtry. 

Dr.  Laurence  Eeynolds  was  also  in  attendance,  and 
after  kindly  treating  one  of  the  secesh  who  had  been 
wounded  in  the  leg,  the  poor  fellow  remarks : 

"You're  an  Irishman,  doctor?" 

"Yes." 
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"  Well,  you  Irish  fight  like  devils,  but  yon  are  very 
kind  when  the  battle  is  over." 

So  it  is ;  bnt  ofBcers  and  men  forget  that  the  wonnd- 
ed  and  captnred  were  their  enemies.  They  treat  them 
then  as  they  wonld  their  friends.  Chaplains  and  doc- 
tors know  no  distinction  between  rebel  or  Federal. 
Their  mission  is  to  console  the  mind  and  heal  the 
body,  and  in  this  they  know  no  distinction. 

The  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  though  not  considered  one 
of  our  great  battles,  was  of  vital  importance ;  for,  had 
the  rebels  driven  us  back  on  tlie  second  day's  fight, 
from  the  swollen  state  of  the  Chickahominy  and  the 
bridges  being  swept  away,  a  retreat  would  have  been 
disastrous  to  the  Federal  army. 

The  losses  on  both  sides  were  pretty  fairly  balanced. 

Johnston  reports  his  loss,  all  told : 

In  Longstreet's  and  Smith's  divisions.  •  •  4,288 

HiU's  division 2,600 

6,788 

McClellan  sets  down  his  loss: 

General  Somner's  Corps 1,228 

"       Heintzelman's  Corps 1,804 

-       K^yes'  « 8,120 

6,787 

The  loss  in  the  Irish  Brigade  was  about  one  hundred, 
in  all. 
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We  lost  few  superior  officers — Colonel  Biker,  An- 
derson Zouaves,  and  General  Howard,  badly  wounded. 

The  rebels  bad,  in  general  officers.  General  J.  John- 
ston, commanding,  badly  wounded ;  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Pettdgrew,  wounded  and  captured;  Brigadier- 
General  A.  0.  Davis,  killed. 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 


The  army  intrenohed  before  Riohmond. — ^Views  of  Bichmond. — MoClellan 
rides  aloDg  the  lines. — His  reception. — Visit  of  the  Spanish  General 
Prim. — Out  on  picket. — ^A  brisk  skirmish. — Ominous  sig^ns. — Our  right 
threatened  by  Jackson. — Danger  of  communications  being  cutoff. — Be- 
treat  from  before  Bichmond. 


**  In  oonntlesls  thousands,  on  the  rebels  came, 
With  cries  of  vengeance  and  with  hearts  of  flame : 
They  came  to  hurl  destruction  on  our  rear. 
But  you — Qreen  Erin's  bold  Brigade— were  there." 

Dr.  Reynolds. 

Ajteb  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  McClellan  should 
march  the  troops  from  Mechanicsville  and  other 
points  over  the  left  bank  of  the  Chickahominy  by 
Bottom  Bridge,  for  the  Williamsburg  road,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty-three  miles,  in  order  to  concen- 
trate and  follow  up  the  rebels.  As  this  move  would 
take  two  days,  the  enemy  would  have  time  to  get  into 
their  intrenchments  around  Kichmond ;  therefore  he 
ordered  the  army  to  hold  the  position  already  gained, 
and  intrench  themselves.  An  advance  in  two  col- 
umns, with  the  Chickahominy  between  them,  would 
have  exposed  each  to  defeat  in  detail. 
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After  a  few  days,  the  left  was  enabled  to  advan 
considerably  beyond  the  battle-field.    They  fortifi 
themselves  by  strong  intrenchments,  redoubts,  forts- ^ 
and  abatis. 

Eichmond  was  only  about  fire  miles  from  our  ad- 
vance posts,  and  could  be  plainly  seen  from  the  tops 
of  some  of  the  tall  pine-trees.  Flushed  with  victory 
and  full  of  hope,  the  army  sat  down  before  the  city 
with  the  full  assurance  that  its  fall  would  be  only  a 
matter  of  time,  a  few  weeks  at  most.  The  consterna- 
tion in  Richmond  itself  showed  their  insecurity.  Ci- 
vilians and  the  families  of  officers  fled  the  city,  taking 
with  them  all  their  valuables.  They  thought  that  re- 
enforcements  would  be  sent  to  McClellan,  and  that 
Eichmond  would  fall.  McClellan  was  not  re-enforced, 
and  Jackson  soon  left  the  Shenandoah  and  hurried 
up  his  forces  to  the  rescue  of  Hichmond. 

The  following  pleasant  incident  is  worthy  of  record 
in  this  place : 

The  Spanish  General  Prim,  while  visiting  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  in  company  with  General  Heintzel- 
man,  rode  by  the  Sixty-third  and  Eighty-eighth,  drawn 
up  in  line,  with  General  Meagher  and  some  members 
of  his  staff  in  front. 

Struck  by  the  stalwart  appearance  and  martial  bear- 
ing of  the  men,  the  Castilian  inquired :  "  What  troops 
are  these  ?" 
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General  Meagher  replied :  '^  A  portion  of  the  Irish 
^Brigade." 

*  The  marshal's  eye  brightened  at  sight  of  snch  fight- 
ing material.  In  a  dignified  manner  he  complimented 
the  Brigade  and  its  commander,  Meagher  replying : 

"  Spain  had  reason  to  appreciate  Irish  valor.  Spain 
and  Ireland  were  old  friends  from  ancient  times,  and 
their  soldiers  had  often  stood  side  by  side  together  on 
many  a  hard-fought  field."  As  the  generals  and  their 
brilliant  staffs  and  escort  of  cavalry  galloped  off,  the 
boys  gave  Prim  one  ringing  cheer.  The  general  turned 
to  an  officer,  remarking :  ''  I  don't  wonder  the  Irish 
fight  so  well ;  their  cheers  are  as  good  as  the  bullets 
of  other  men." 

General  McOlellan,  accompanied  by  his  staff,  among 
whom  was  the  Due  de  Chartres,  paid  a  visit  to  Sum- 
ner's cm'ps  d?armee. 

On  reaching  the  Brigade,  they  were  met  by  Gen- 
eral Meagher  and  staff.  General  McClellan  spoke  of 
the  men  and  officers  in  complimentary  terms,  and 
charged  General  Meagher  to  return  them  thanks  on 
his  behalf  for  their  steady  and  gallant  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 

General  Meagher  addressed  the  brigade  thus : — 
**  Officers  and  men  of  the  Brigade  I  It  is  my  pleasing 
duty  to  announce  to  you  that  General  McClellan  has 
desired  me  to  express  to  you  the  gratification  he  feels 
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at  your  steady  valor  and  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fair 
Oaks,  June  Ist. 

''  He  has  also  desired  me  to  say,  that  when  he 
calls  upon  you  again,  which  he  will  do  in  the  hour 
of  need,  he  has  the  fullest  confidence  in  you,  and  feels 
assured  you  will  emulate  the  brave  efforts  of  that 
day." 

General  McClellan  was  very  popular  with  the  army : 
his  presence  was  always  hailed  with  the  wildest  enthu- 
siasm, by  both  officers  and  men.  The  soldiers  felt  and 
knew  that  he  was  their  friend,  and  that  any  shortcom- 
ings  in  the  way  of  their  rations  or  attendance  were  not 
owing  to  him. 

The  Brigade  occupied  the  front  line  of  the  division, 
and  was  kept  incessantly  engaged,  either  building  in- 
trenchments  or  on  picket  duty.  General  Meagher 
was  so  indefatigable,  that  one  of  the  colonels  wanted 
to  know  did  he  ever  go  to  bed. 

All  this  vigilance  was  now  necessary,  for  a  cautious, 
determined  foe  was  only  a  short  distance  in  front. 
Continual  skirmishing  and  artillery  firing  were  kept 
up  on  either  side  along  the  line,  and  shells  often  fell 
into  camp. 

The  nights  about  this  time  were  lovely,  with  a  full, 
clear  moon  floating  in  the  heavens.  Johnny  Flem- 
ing was  again  exercising  his  musical  faculties,  and 
had  around  him  several  officers.    As  a  specimen  of 
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the  gayety  of  the  Brigade,  we  will  give  the  following 
incidents  of  an  evening's  enjoyment  in  camp : 

"  "  Take  care,"  said  Captain  Jack,  "  don't  hit  your 
heads  against  the  roof — particularly  you,  Captain 
Donovan;  you'd  want  to  make  yourself  two  inches 
short,  for  accommodation  sake." 

^^  Don't  mind,  Jack,  but  give  us  a  pull  at  that  bottle ; 
you're  wonderfully  aflfectionate  towards  it." 

^^  That's  a  mistake ;  see  how  rapidly  I  am  trying  to 
get  rid  of  it,"  cried  Captain  Jack,  suiting  the  action 
to  the  words. 

"  Let  him  alone,"  said  Doctor  Reynolds,  "  we'll  soon 
have  him  in  one  of  his  moods." 

"  Very  good,  doctor ;  but  tell  me,  is  it  true  that 
you  were  so  scared  at  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  that  you 
cut  the  sound  leg  of  a  man  instead  of  the  shattered 
one?" 

"  Not  exactly.  Jack ;  but  if  you  should  come  in  my 
way,  look  out :  I  have  some  scores  to  settle  with  you." 

"Faith,  I'm  glad  of  that;  I  hope  you'll  clear  them 
up ;  I'm  living  on  tick  since  we  came  to  this  cursed 
place." 

"  Nothing  new,  Jack,  nothing  new ;  I  have  never 
known  you  to  live  on  any  thing  else." 

''  Do  you  know,  doctor,  what  Jack  said  to  me  the 
day  of  the  battle,  when  the  shells  were  coming  around 
a  little  too  fast  to  be  pleasant  ?" 
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"  No,  let  HB  hear." 

^^  In  the  heat  of  the  thing  Jack  turns  to  me  ana 
Bays,  ^  Blake,  this  is  hot ;  I  expect  we  have  had  onr 
last  toddy  together.  Wouldn't  it  be  pleasant  to  be 
knobbing  it  down  Broadway  this  blessed  morning  ?'  ^ 

"Yes,"  said  Jack,  who  was  a  thoroughly  brave 
officer,  "I  must  confess  I  have  a  decided  objection  to 
be  peppered  with  powder,  and  then  served  up  on  the 
half-shell,  as  if  I  were  some  huge  m6U/u8CU8.^^ 

"  That  is  childish,"  said  a  young  lieutenant,  who 
had  not  been  in  action  yet ;  ^^  I  tell  you,  gentlemen,  I 
would  not  be  one  bit  afraid  of  them ;  a  man  has  to 
die  but  once,  and — ^" 

" Stop,  for  heaven's  sake,"  said  the  captain.  "Here, 
take  a  pull ;  I'm  afraid  that  puff  let  all  the  spirits  out 
of  you." 

^'  Do  you  mean  to  intimate  that  I'd  be  afraid?"  said 
the  other,  with  offended  dignity. 

"  By  no  means,  my  dear  fellow,  I  know  youll  show 
them  something :  no  matter,  have  a  drink  ?" 

As  the  lieutenant  had  the  bottle  to  his  mouth,  a 
shell  came  right  through  the  tree  over  the  tent,  cutting . 
off  its  branches.    As  these  fell  on  the  tent,  the  hero 
of  the  bottle  let  it  fall,  and  threw  himself  on  his 
face  and  hands. 

"  By  jingo,  the  bottle  is  broken,"  said  Captain  Jack; 
"pick  it  up." 
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"Is  he  badly  hurt,"  said  the  doctor,  running  over  to 

the  lieutenan.t. 

It  so  happened  that  one  of  the  limbs  struck  him, 
and  ho,  taking  it  for  a  piece  of  shell,  faintly  replied : 

"  Not  much,  doctor,  not  much.*' 

"Where  did  it  hit  you?" 

"  Just  behind  the  shoulder." 

The  doctor  examined  it,  but  not  seeing  any  wound 
he  winked  at  the  other  officers. 

"  Serious  case  this ;  no  wound,  increased  extravasa- 
tion, danger  of  congestion." 

"  You  don't  say  so,  doctor,"  groaned  the  patient. 
^  What  harm  if  a  man  were  struck  down  in  battle  ?  but 
this— O  Lord !" 

"  Does  it  pain  you  very  much?"  inquired  the  doctor. 

"  Well,  not  so  bad,  doctor." 

"  Worse  again :  fatal  wounds  never  pain  much ; 
mortification  deadens  the  nerves." 

"  Oh,  heaven  I  is  it  so  bad  as  that,  doctoi:?" 

**I  didn't  say  it  was,  but  one  never  knows  what 
things  come  to." 

"  Oh,  dear  I  if  I  were  at  my  quarters." 

"  Easily  done,  my  dear  fellow ;  we'll  have  a  stretcher 
here  in  a  minute,"  exclaimed  the  captain. 

The  officer  did  not  belong  to  the  Brigade,  but  was 

on  a  yisit ;  he  was  a  bore  about  his  bravery,  so  they 

"-esolved  to  carry  out  the  joke. 

8 
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The  stretcher  was  procnred ;  he  was  tenderly  placed 
on  it,  and  a  procession  formed,  with  Johnny  Fleming 
at  the  head  of  it,  playing  the  dead-march.  After 
going  a  little  distance  they  met  the  officers  of  his  regi- 
ment, who  had  heard  of  the  affair,  coming  to  convey 
him  to  hospital,  where  the  regimental  surgeon  ex- 
amined him.     Of  course  he  could  discover  no  wound. 

He  was  never  seen  inside  the  camp  of  the  Irish 
Brigade  after  that. 

As  I  said  before,  the  Brigade  held  an  advanced  po- 
sition ;  the  pickets  of  the  two  armies  were  in  sight  of 
each  other.  So  near  were  they  at  some  points  of  the 
line,  that  they  occasionally  exchanged  newspapers,  to- 
bacco, coffee,  and  the  like. 

Perhaps  picket  duty  is  more  full  of  scenes  and 
incidents  than  any  other  of  the  numerous  duties  of  the 
soldier.  The  hostile  pickets  are  most  likely  separated 
by  some  open  valley.  The  men  sit  at  the  foot  of  tall 
trees,  or  sheltered  behind  a  dump  of  wood,  gazing 
intently,  trying  to  see  their  enemy  through  the  dense 
forest  branches.  Only  a  few  hundred  y  wrds  off  are  the 
Confederate  pickets,  watching  just  as  intently.  The 
least  little  indiscretion,  the  least  noise,  and  you  attract 
the  keen  gaze  of  your  enemy,  and  quick  as  lightning  a 
bullet  is  aimed  at  you. 

K  it  has  struck  you,  you  quietly  tumble  over  beside 
the  log :  if  not,  you  try  your  chance  in  return. 
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When  the  men  are  epitefal  on  both  sides,  picket 
duty  is  the  most  dangerous  and  least  cheering  part  of 
the  service. 

It  has  not  the  excitement  of  battle — the  presence  of 
comrades,  the  charge,  the  cheer,  the  wild  huzzah  of 
victory  and  triumph ;  it  has  no  such  stimulating  influ- 
ences. No  matter  how  cold  the  weather  may  be,  even 
in  the  depth  of  winter  the  advance  pickets  are  not 
allowed  fires,  and  they  dare  not  walk  about  to  warm 
themselves. 

On  the  15ih  of  June  the  Brigade  heard  reports  of 
musketry  on  the  left  and  front  of  their  pickets,  as  if 
they  were  attacked.  An  officer  was  sent  forward  to 
ascertain  the  cause  of  the  firing.  He  soon  learned 
that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  a  by- 
road, attacked  our  pickets,  but  were  repulsed,  with  a 
loss  of  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  belonging  to 
the  Brigade. 

Lieutenant  Emmet  and  a  comrade  found  the  body 
of  Lieutenant  Palmer,  of  Sickles'  stafi^  lying  stiff  and 
lifeless,  on  the  road.  He  had  been  out  on  a  similar 
mission  with  themselves,  but  was  shot  by  the  rebels. 

While  lying  here  the  Brigade  was  re-enforced  by  the 
Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  under  Colonel  Ebenezer 
Pierce,  formerly  Brigadier-General  Pierce,  of  Big 
Bethel  fSame.  This  was  a  very  fine  regiment,  and 
did  good  service  in  connection  with  the  Brigade,  par- 
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ticipating  in  all  the  trials,  privations,  and  glories  of 
the  Irish  Brigade,  while  in  connection  with  it. 

It  served  with  distinction  at  Gaines'  Mills,  Savage 
Station,  Wliite  Oak  Swamp,  Nelson's  Farm,  Malvern 
HiU,  Antietam,  &c. 

At  Malvern  Hill,  Colonel  Pierce  lost  his  arm,  and 
the  command  devolved  on  Lientenant-Oolonel  Joseph 
H.  Barnes. 

This  regiment  became  a  part  of  the  Brigade  Jm!ie  9, 
1862,  by  virtue  of  the  following  order: 

Hbadquabtebs  Riohabdson'b  DivisioirJ 
Camp  at  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  June  9, 1882.  f 

[Special  Order.] 

The  Twentj-ninth  Regiment  Massachosettg  Volonteeni  is  henl^ 

assigned  to  the  brigade  of  General  Meagher. 

By  command  of 

BrIGADIES-GeNERAL  RiCHABDSOir. 

Jomsr  M.  Nobvbll,  A.  A.  G. 

It  had  been  doing  camp  duty  at  different  places  be- 
fore this,  but  had  now  taken  the  field  in  conjm!iction 
with  the  Irish  Brigade. 

At  four  o'clock  on  June  19th  General  Hooker  sent 
out  a  regiment  on  a  reconnoissance,  and  the  Brigade 
was  ordered  under  arms  to  support  it. 

General  Sumner  dashed  by  with  his  staff.  Seeing 
General  Meagher,  he  calls  out,  ^^  General  Meagher,  are 
the  green  flags  ready  V^ 
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^^  Always  ready  when  wanted,  general,"  was  the 
reply. 

A  few  Scattered  shots  were  exchanged  on  both  sides. 
Then  came  a  roUey,  followed  by  a  fiisilade  of  musketry. 
Our  big  guns  opened  their  brazen  throats,  and  com- 
menced vomiting  shot  and  shell  on  the  enemy.  Every 
shell  bmBt  over  in  the  woods,  where  the  enemy  was  in 
force.  Some  burst  high  in  air,  leaving  a  baUoon-shaped 
cloud  of  smoke  after  them,  and  hurling  their  deadly  mis- 
siles down  on  the  men ;  others  tore  and  ploughed  through 
the  woods.  The  roll  of  musketry  increased ;  the  ene- 
my's pickets  were  Mling  back — ours  pressing  on  them. 
General  Meagher  and  his  staff  were  on  an  eminence 
looking  on,  and  waiting  their  time  to  dash  in. 

A  young  officer  of  fair  complexion  and  slender 
figure  rode  up  to  the  general.  A  mutual  recognition 
and  fiiendly  shake  of  hands  ensued.    He  asks : 

"  General,  where  may  I  find  General  Sumner?'' 

On  being  informed,  he  gallops  off.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  active  aids  on  General  McCleUan's  sta£  He  was 
always  about,  ever  busy,  never  resting;  one  would 
think  that  he  had  his  quarters  in  the  saddle. 

He  was  a  fine,  noble-looking  young  soldier.  He  has 
royal  blood  in  his  veins,  for  he  is  no  other  than  the 
Due  de  Chartres,  a  prince  of  the  house  of  Orleans. 
He  was  bom  in  a  palace ;  reared  in  sumptuous  luxury ; 
yet  he  cheerfolly  submitted  to  all  the  privations  and 
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hardships  of  the  humblest  officer  of  the  8ta£  H^ 
dashed  about  like  a  dragoon,  taking  his  full  share,  lik. 
a  man  and  a  soldier,  of  all  the  discomforts  of  his 
position.  Should  time,  in  its  varying  changes,  restore 
to  him  his  princely  honors — ^and  who  knows  \  we  have 
seen  stranger  things  even  in  our  time — he  has  not  only 
faithfully  won  his  citizenship  in  the  great  republic,  but 
has  learned  a  lesson  in  the  rough  school  of  warfare 
that  must  have  prepared  him  to  act  a  noble  part, 
whether  on  the  battle-field  or  in  the  senate  chamber. 
Princes  seldom  learn  such  lessons  of  useftilness. 

The  reconnoissance  passed  over  with  only  the  loss  of 
a  few  men,  and  towards  evening  the  troops  returned  to 
their  quarters. 

The  heaviest  loss  was  in  the  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylva- 
nia— a  kindred  regiment,  carrying  the  green  flag. 

Things  contiuued  in  this  state  for  some  time,  the 
ennui  being  enlivened  by  an  occasional  skirmish  and 
heavy  picket  duty. 

About  this  time,  the  rebel  General  J.  E.  6.  Stuart 
made  rather  a  successful  raid  around  our  lines.  He 
had  under  him  Colonel  Fitzhugh  Lee,  son  to  General 
Lee,  and  Fitzhugh  Lee,  his  nephew.  With  him  he 
had  four  pieces  of  flying  artillery  and  about  fifteen 
hundred  cavalry.  They  had  several  brushes  with  our 
cavalry,  but  succeeded  in  completely  sweeping  around 
our  rear,  and  destroying  considerable  stores  and  Gov- 
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era  men  t  property,  besides  clearing  out  several  sutlers* 
establishments.  A  squad  of  them  made  an  attempt 
to  cut  off  the  communications  between  the  White 
House  and  Fair  Oaks,  and  made  a  dash  on  the  train, 
which  they  captured  and  emptied  of  every  thing  valu- 
able. A  paymaster's  safe  on  one  of  the  freight-cars, 
containing  $30,000,  escaped  their  search. 

McClellan's  position  was  now  becoming  critical; 
Jackson's  column  was  moving  towards  Hanover  Court- 
house, threatening  his  right  and  rear.  Lee's  army, 
which,  since  Johnston  was  wounded,  had  been  under 
the  command  of  Longstreet  in  the  field,  was  largely 
reinforced  from  the  troops  operating  in  the  Valley. 

The  forces  of  Milroy,  Shields,  Banks,  Fremont,  and 
McDowell  were  concentrating  in  the  Valley  to  crush 
Jackson,  while  he  gives  them  the  slip,  and,  by  a  rapid 
march,  throws  his  forces  on  McClellan's  flank  and  rear, 
in  order  to  co-operate  with  an  attack  in  front,  and  thus 
crush  McClellan  before  re-enforcements  could  arrive. 
On  Wednesday,  June  25,  Jackson  had  reached  Han- 
over Courthouse,  within  fifteen  miles  of  McClellan's 
right,  and  next  day  moved  to  the  rear  of  Mechanics- 
ville.  Longstreet's  and  D.  H.  Hill's  divisions  suddenly 
marched  from  the  Williamsburg  road  the  same  day 
and  bivouacked  on  the  Mechanicsville  road,  while 
Huger's  command  held  the  right. 

General  Ambrose    Hill's    division    held    Meadow 
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Bridge  road,  to  the  left  of  Longstreet,  and  General 
Branch's  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  left  on  the 
Hanover  Courthouse  road. 

It  was  evident  that  Lee's  intention  was  to  crush  in 
McClellan's  right  wing,  and  cut  off  his  line  of  retreat 
across  the  Chickahominj. 

McClellan  was  fully  aware  of  all  this  movement,  and 
though  he  could  not  prevent  the  impending  danger, 
he  did  his  best  to  meet  it  Fitz  John  Porter  held  the 
right  of  his  line,  Sumner  the  centre,  and  Heintzelman 
the  left.  Blind  policy  had  detained  a  splendid  army 
along  the  line  of  the  Potomac  and  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  which  was  now  powerless  to  render  any 
service.  A  handful  of  intrenched  troops  decoyed 
them,  while  Lee  was  hurling  the  whole  weight  of  his 
army  on  McClellan.  Beauregard  had  also  joined.  Lee 
with  large  re-enforcements. 

McClellan  telegraphed  to  Secretary  Stanton  on  the 
26th  : 

^^I  incline  to  think  that  Jackson  will  attack  my 
right  and  rear.  The  rebel  force  is  stated  at  two  hun- 
dred thousand,  including  Jackson  and  Beauregard.  I 
shall  probably  be  attacked  to-morrow,  and  I  now  go 
to  the  other  side  of  the  Chickahominy  to  arrange  for 
the  defence  on  that  side.  I  feel  that  there  is  no  use  in 
my  again  asking  for  re-enforcements.'' 

On  the  25th,  General  McClellan,  having  completed 
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hiB  bridges  and  intrenchments,  ordered  an  advance  of 
the  picket  lines  on  the  left.  In  front  of  his  most  ad- 
vanced redoubts  on  the  Williamsburg  road  was  a  largo 
open  field,  with  a  belt  of  woods  and  a  swamp.  Be- 
yond this  was  another  open  field,  commanded  by  the 
enemy's  guns.  It  was  decided  to  push  the  lines  to  the 
edge  of  this  wood.  Between  eight  and  nine  o'clock 
A.  M.  Heintzelman's  corps  advanced  and  skirmished 
sharply  with  the  enemy,  but  finally  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing their  point. 

McClellan  intended  a  general  advance  on  the  26th, 
but  learning  that  Jackson,  with  an  overwhelming 
force,  threatened  his  right,  he  had  to  give  up  this  pro- 
ject and  turn  his  attention  to  the  protection  of  his 
communications  and  depots  of  supply. 

Porter  held  the  left  bank  of  the  Chickahominy. 
On  the  26th  Jackson  felt  Porter's  lines  driving  in  his 
advance  pickets.  Jackson's  move  not  only  threatened 
McClellan's  right,  but  also  his  base  of  supplies  at  the 
White  House,  compelling  him  to  make  an  immediate 
change  oi  base  across  the  Peninsula,  on  the  James 
River. 

Such  a  movement  in  the  face  of  a  powerful  ene- 
my is  one  of  the  most  dangerous  undertakings  in  war ; 
but  he  had  no  choice.  It  was  too  evident  that  the 
White  House  would  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands  should 
McClellan  meet  a  repulse. 

8^ 


178  THE    IRISH    BBIGADJS. 

« 

Orders  were  also  issued  to  have  all  the  subsistence 
and  stores  at  the  White  Honse,  that  possibly  could  be 
transported,  sent  to  Savage  Station  by  way  of  Bot- 
tom Bridge ;  and  if  the  White  House  should  be  aban- 
doned, to  have  what  could  not  be  removed  destroyed. 
AH  these  commands  were  obeyed,  and  almost  every 
thing  waa  saved. 

At  noon  on  the  26th  the  enemy's  pickets  crossed 
above  Meadow  bridge. 

Three  brigades  were  moved  forward  and  deployed 
towards  Shady  Grove,  to  cover  the  flank. 

The  left  of  McClellan's  line  extended  along  the  left 
bank  of  Beaver  Dam  Creek,  the  extreme  left  resting 
on  the  Chickahominy,  and  the  right  in  the  thick  woods 
beyond  the  upper  road  from  Mechanicsville  to  Coal 
Harbor.  Timber  had  been  felled,  rifle-pits  dug,  and 
the  position  well  strengthened. 

About  three  o'clock  the  enemy's  skirmishers  rapidly 
advanced,  supported  by  a  strong  line  of  battle. 

Their  heaviest  effort  was  to  force  the  passage  of  the 

« 

upper  road,  which  was  successfully  defended  by  Gen- 
eral Reynolds. 

A  rapid  artillery  fire,  with  desultory  skirmishing, 
was  maintained  along  the  whole  line.  They  made 
another  effort  on  the  lower  road,  but  were  repulsed  by 
General  Seymour.  They  were  simply  feeling  our  lines, 
and  fell  back  about  nine  o'clock. 
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Oeneral  McClellan,  finding  that  his  position  on 
Beaver  Dam  Creek  was  too  weak  to  hold  ont  against 
a  heavy  force,  ordered  all  the  heavy  guns  over  the 
Chiekahominy.  He  determined  to  resist  Jackson  with 
the  Fifth  Corps  (Fitz-John  Porter's),  supported  by  all 
the  disposable  troops  he  could  possibly  spare,  in  order 
to  cover  the  withdrawal  of  the  trains  and  heavy  guns, 
and  to  give  him  time  to  secure  the  James  Biver  as  a 
base  of  supplies  in  lieu  of  the  Pamunkey.  This  could 
not  be  effected  without  giving  a  stubborn  resistance  to 
Jackson.  Otherwise,  Jackson  could  cross  the  Chicka- 
hominy  in  the  vicinity  of  Jones'  Bridge,  and  interrupt 
US,  by  falling  on  the  rear  and  flank  of  our  army,  and 
thus  place  us  between  two  fires,  and  head  us  off  before 
we  could  reach  Malvern  Hill  with  the  army  and  trains. 

Such  were  the  positions  of  the  contending  armies 
on  the  night  of  the  26th  of  June. 

A  stillness  reigned-around,  broken  now  and  then  by 
the  occasional  boom  from  the  guns.  It  was  well 
known  throughout  the  camp  that  Jackson  had  re-en- 
forced Lee,  and  was  but  waiting  for  the  morning's  light 
to  hurl  his  masses  upon  us,  and  that  every  thing  was 
being  removed  from  the  White  House  preparatory  to 
a  retreat ;  yet,  under  such  desponding  circumstances, 
the  Irish  Brigade  was  as  cheerful  as  ever.  The  men  lay 
grouped  around  the  camp*fires,  some  seated  on  logs, 
others  reclining  on  the  green  pine-boughs  that  served 
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them  for  a  couch.  Around  the  bla2sing  fire  was  a  wall 
of  pine-tops,  giving  the  place  a  most  comfortable  ap- 
pearance, and  defining  more  strongly  the  dark  figures 
grouped  inside. 

A  slight  drizzling  rain  was  falling,  tempering  the 
sultry  air  of  the  night,  and  crackling  with  a  pleasant 
splurge  on  the  burning  brands. 

The  lone  sentry  paced  to  and  fro  in  the  clear  fall 
blaze  of  innumerable  fires ;  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes, 
with  their  brother  fiag  of  green,  damp  with  the  night 
dews  and  the  mist,  lazily  hung  around  their  stafib. 

Though  they  feared  that  this  was  to  be  their  last 
night  in  camp,  perhaps  their  last  on  earth,  though 
the  hearts  of  the  different  groups  were  laden  with  sad 
memories  and  hopes,  sacred  to  the  homes  and  the 
loved  ones  that  were  left  forlorn  and  sorrowful  to 
mourn  in  solitude,  or,  should  death  strike  down  their 
protectors,  to  pine  in  want  and  anguish,  they  were  gay. 

As  such  dark  pictures  saddened  the  heart,  many  a 
soldier  "  wiped  away  a  tear."  And  yet,  soon  after, 
their  voices,  gay,  cheerftil,  and  musical,  with  all  the  pro- 
verbial elasticity  and  spirit  of  the  Irish  soldier,  reck- 
lessly joined  in  the  snatches  of  patriotic  songs — chiefly 
from  Davis — that  wildly  rose  from  those  darkened 
groups.  Their  love  songs  were  soft  and  sympathetic 
as  their  own  genial  clime,  while  their  war-songs  were 
fierce  and  defiant. 
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Men's  voices  were  turned  to  maiden  sweetness  as 
they  sang  "  The  Colleen  Bawn,"  "  Cathleen  Mavour- 
neen,"  or  "  O'Connor's  Bride ;"  while  knitted  brows  ' 
and  a  dark  scowl  marred  their  features,  and  their  hands 
involnntarily  grasped  their  muskets,  as  some  powerful 
voice  sang  of  the  penal  days  and  English  oppression 
towards  Ireland. 

Such  groups,  now  soft  with  love,  now  surged  with 
passion,  as  the  bright  fires  lit  up  their  features,  might 
look  no  bad  representative  of  a  camp  of  Italian  bandits, 
did  not  the  white  tents  that  dotted  the  plain  amidst 
the  innumerable  fires  that  glistened  and  glowed  through 
hill  and  vale,  and  the  sentinels  on  their  beats,  and  the 
stacked  arms  and  dark  groups  beneath  the  swaying 
pines,  and  then  the  Stripes  and  Stars  that  fluttered  so 
proudly  in  front  of  headquarters,  all  tell  you  that  you 
were  in  the.  camp  of  the  Irish- American  army. 
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CHAPTER  IX 

Battle  of  Gaines'  Mill.— Capt  O^Shea^s  flying  artillery.— The  wounded 
soldier. — ^Battle  of  Savage  Station. — Battle  of  White  Oak  Swamp. — 
Of  Glendale. — Giillant  condact  of  the  Brigade  in  the  different  Mtiom. 

**  Here  Scots  and  Poles,  Italians,  Ganls, 
With  native  emblems  trickt ; 
There,  Teuton  Corps,  who  fbnght  before, 
Ftli/r  FreUieU  und  fu/r  Licht  ; 
While  round  the  flag  the  Irish,  like  a  human  rampart,  go : 
They  found  Cead  MiUe  faUthe  A^re— they'll  give  it  to  the  foe." 

Sayagb. 

Fbidat  morning,  26th  of  June,  1862,  opened  bright 
and  beautiful ;  the  rising  sun  sparkled  through  the 
forest-trees,  glancing  its  red  beams  along  the  bright 
bayonets  of  hosts  of  men  who  were  already  moving  into 
position.  Various  and  disheartening  romors  were 
current.  All  the  indications  showed  that  McClellan 
dreaded  the  result  of  the  coming  conflict,  for  vast  prep- 
arations were  making  on  all  sides  to  cover  a  retreat. 

The  new  position  of  the  Fifth  Corps  was  something 
in  the  shape  of  an  arc  of  a  circle,  covering  the 
approaches  to  the  bridges,  which  connected  the  right 
wing  with  the  troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
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Merrell's  division  held  the  front  line ;  McCall's  division, 
Laving  been  engaged  the  previous  day,  held  the  second 
line.  In  rear  of  these  was  General  S.  G.  Cooke,  with 
five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Begular  Cavalry,  two 
squadrons  of  the  First  Begulars,  and  three  squadrons  of 
the  First  Pennsylvania  Lancers,  in  order  to  watch  the 
left  flank  and  defend  the  advances  to  the  river. 

Shortly  after  noon  the  enemy  approached  in  force. 

Heavy  lines  of  skirmishers  covered  the  advance,  and 
the  forces  of  Pryor,  Wilcox,  and  Featherston  vigor- 
ously attacked  on  the  left,  and  Ambrose  Hill  in  the 
centre. 

The  battle  at  these  points  was  desperately  sustained 
by  both  parties.  The  rebels  frequently  charged  upon 
our  works  and  lines,  but  were  every  time  met  by 
sweeping  volleys  of  canister  and  musketry.  This 
desperate  struggle  continued  with  varying  success. 

Meantime,  Jackson  moved  down  in  massed  column 
on  our  right,  near  Cold  Harbor.  About  three  p.  m.  the 
battle  had  become  so  severe,  and  the  enemy's  overpow- 
ering numbers  so  telling,  that  our  entire  second  line 
and  our  reserves  were  moved  forward  to  sustain  the 
front,  which  was  threatened  with  destruction. 

Slocum's  division  reached  the  field  soon  after,  and 
immediately  went  into  the  action,  strengthening  the 
weak  points  along  the  line.  Though  they  increased 
Porter's  conmiand  to  near  thirty-five  thousand,  still 
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they  were  only  able  to  stem  the  irresistible  current  ^5 
Jackson's  force. 

Porter  reported  his  position  critical,  and  the  eneniy 
had  gained  the  woods  held  by  him. 

Five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  tried  to  r^aiB 
the  position,  and  onsuccessfiilly  charged  on  them.  The 
rebels  followed  them  up,  breaking  onr  lines  and  ont- 
flanking  them,  which  caused  a  general  retreat  to  a 
hill  in  the  rear,  with  the  rebels  yeUing  and  firing 
fiercely  after  them. 

McClellan,  in  despair,  ^^  ordered  up  his  last  reserve, 
his  latest  chance  to  try,"  and  soon  French's  and 
Meagher's  brigades  were  seen  steadily  moving  forward 
in  double-quick  time. 

As  they  swept  on  the  enemy,  high  above  the  roar  of 
musketry  might  be  heard  their  ringing  cheers  and  the 
welcoming  shouts  of  their  comrades.  The  green  flags 
are  proudly  unfurled.  Clouds  of  smoke  obscure  the 
view,  and  the  woods  smoke  on  all  sides.  The  rattling 
of  musketry-fire,  the  deafening  roar  of  artillery  resound 
on  every  side,  as  they  sweep  over  the  plain,  driving  be- 
fore them,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  the  ftigitives 
who  were  rushing  for  the  bridge. 

The  enemy  quaQed  before  the  charge  of  these  fresh, 
vehement  troops,  and  fell  back. 

In  the  words  of  McClellan,  "  This  gave  an  oppor- 
tunity to  rally  our  men  behind  the  brigades  of  French 
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and  Meagher,  and  they  again  marched  np  the  hill, 
ready  to  repulse  another  attack." 

The  artillery,  protected  by  the  Irish  Brigade,  took 
positions  on  the  hills  near,  and  swept  the  enemy^s  lines 
in  front  The  stragglers,  who  were  breaking  over  the 
battle-field  on  all  sides,  took  heart  and  rallied  into  some 
kind  of  line  behind  the  batteries.  The  enemy  now 
having  fallen  back,  at  this  point  the  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  change  front  and  donble-quick  to  support 
Sykes'  regulars,  who  were  badly  pressed. 

Steadily  up  the  hill,  wheeling  to  the  right,  the  four 
regiments  marched,  greeted  by  a  fierce  fire  of  shot  and 
shell  from  the  enemy,  killing  a  lieutenant  of  the 
Twenty-ninth,  and  wounding  some  men. 

That  friend  of  the  defeated,  darkness,  had  now  set 
in,  and  the  regulars,  wearied  by  a  hard  day's  fighting, 
fell  back,  in  the  rear  of  the  Brigade,  which  held  the 
ground,  right  in  view  of  the  enemy. 

The  battle  was  over.  The  rebels  had  gained  a 
decided  advantage,  and  had  captured  several  pieces  of 
artillery,  stores,  caissons,  and  camp-equipage.  Had 
they  succeeded  in  breaking  through  our  lines,  or 
wedging  between  us  and  the  James  Eiver,  McClellan 
could  not  have  saved  his  army. 

The  Brigade  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  wearied 
and  hungry;  the  enemy's  lights  and  fires  gleamed 
and  blazed    before  them,  while   they  lay  at    their 
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posts,  screened  by  the  darkness,  and  silent  as  sha- 
dows. 

DuriDg  the  charge  of  the  Brigade  an  incident  oc- 
curred too  thrilling  to  be  omitted. 

The  first  regiment  thrown  into  the  fight  to  stem 
Jackson's  force  of  over  twenty  thousand  was  the  Ninth 
Massachusetts,  an  Irish  regimeut,  then  commanded  by 
the  brave  Colonel  Cass.  This  noble  regiment  dashed 
on  the  enemy,  hurling  back  their  advance  lines.  The 
enemy,  seeing  the  green  flag,  thought  it  was  the  ad- 
vance of  the  Irish  Brigade,  and  Jackson  ordered  up 
his  reserves  to  sweep  away  "that  d — d  Brigade." 
This  brave  little  regiment  stood  the  shock  of  the  whole 
of  Jackson's  force,  but,  being  fearfully  mowed  down, 
they  had  to  fall  back  to  some  temporary  intrenchment, 
still  fighting  like  so  many  tigers  at  bay.  Just  then 
the  Irish  Brigade  was  gallantly  dashing  in,  as  the 
Times  correspondent  said,  "  breathing  fire  and  dirt.'' 
Colonel  Cass,  seeing  himself  reinforced,  sallied  forth 
again  with  his  handful  of  men.  General  Meagher  was 
at  the  head  of  his  Brigade :  when  he  saw  the  colonel 
in  his  shirt,  all  covered  with  blood  and  dirt,  he  called 
out,  "  Colonel  Cass,  is  this  you  ?" 

"  Hallo,  General  Meagher,  is  this  the  Irish  Brigade! 
Thank  God,  we  are  saved." 

Soon  after,  the  noble  Cass  fell  on  the  battle-field  of 
Malvern  HilL 
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Aa  the  men  rested  on  their  arms,  thej  could  hear 
the  rumble  of  artillery  and  the  tramp  of  troops  mov- 
ing over  the  hill,  down  the  slope  across  the  bridge ; 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  rapidly  but  quietly 
filed  and  marched  along.  They  knew  that  the  army 
was  retreating.  They  could  plainly  hear  the  groans 
and  death-shrieks  of  our  own  men  and  the  rebels  in 
front,  yet  they  were  powerless  to  assist  them. 

All  the  other  troops  and  trains  had  safely  crossed 
the  Gbickahominy,  while  the  Brigade  held  the  hills, 
guarding  the  passages  to  the  bridges. 

General  Meagher  and  staff  lay  all  night  under  the 
shelter  of  some  trees.  It  was  near  day  when  all  had 
passed  by,  and  they  got  the  order  to  march.  The 
bridge  was  already  much  torn  up,  so  they  had  to  tem- 
porarily fix  it,  and  after  passing  blew  it  up,  rendering 
it  unfit  for  friend  or  foe.  They  marched  on,  leaving 
the  scene  of  yesterday's  battle,  with  all  its  horrors,  its 
dead  and  wounded,  and  debris  behind. 

Soon  they  perceived  the  rebel  cavalry  sweeping 
down  on  their  rear,  but  the  Eighty-eighth  was  drawn 
up  to  receive  them,  and  soon  made  them  fall  back. 
The  picket  lines  were  so  close  to  the  enemy's  at  night, 
that  two  Georgia  officers  strayed  into  our  lines  instead 
of  their  own,  and  felt  highly  surprised  when  they 
learned  their  mistake. 

Major  Thomas  O'Neil,  of  the  Brigade  Artillery,  got 
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captured  in  a  similar  manner,  for  he  rode  into  the 
enemy's  pickets,  thinking  they  were  his  own. 

Captain  O'Shea,  of  the  Tammany  regiment,  was 
ordered  with  his  company  to  repair  one  of  the  broken 
bridges  across  the  swollen  Chickahominy.  One  of 
McClellan's  aids  rode  up  in  a  great  hurry,  and  asked : 

"Who  commands  here?" 

The  captain  stuttered  considerably,  and  replied : 

"  I— I— dK)." 

"  I  want  to  know,  sir,  can  artillery  pass  over?" 
"  Yes,  yes,  by  jabers,  if  they  are  fly — ^flying  ar — ar- 
tillery," replied  O'Shea,  casting  a  look  at  the  broken 
bridge. 

Poor  O'Shea,  there  was  no  truer  Irishman  or  braver 
soldier.  A  patriot  in  his  own  country,  being  one  of 
the  Phoenix  prisoners,  he  was  full  of  national  hope  and 
aspiration,  and  readily  volunteered  to  support  the  flag 
of  his  adopted  country.  Kerry  has  given  some  good 
men  to  the  cause,  but  none  truer  or  braver  than 
O'Shea.  The  last  time  I  met  him  alive,  I  was  starting 
on  Sherman's  great  campaign,  he  to  join  his  regiment 
with  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  About  a  year  after- 
wards, when  marching  through  the  Wilderness  on  our 
triumphal  return,  his  unburied  skeleton  lay  on  that 
bloody  battle-field.  When  parting,  I  jokingly  told 
him  that  I  would  write  his  obituary  ;  alas  I  that  I  have 
to  perform  the  task.    Peace  to  his  ashes. 
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The  battle-field  of  Gaines'  Mill  was  rich  in  spoils 

for  the  enemy.    Cannon,  brass  and  bronzed  field-pieces, 

caissons,  horses,  camps,  clothing,  small-arms,  banners, 

and  other  insignia  of  war  fell  into  their  hands.     The 

woods  and  plains  were  covered  with  rebel  and  Union 

dead  and  wounded. 

The  rebel  accounts  confess  that  they  stripped  our 
dead  and  wounded  for  the  clothing.  The  writer  of  the 
"  Battle-fields  of  the  South"  apologizes  for  it  by  say- 
ing: "  I  could  not  blame  the  poor  fellows  for  securing 
clothing  of  some  kind ;  the  greater  number  of  them 
were  ragged  and  dirty,  and  wearing-apparel  could  not 
be  obtained  at  any  price  in  Bichmond." 

The  rebel  army  bivouacked  upon  the  battle-field. 
Generals,  colonels,  officers,  and  men  were  scattered 
through  the  timber,  cooking  their  suppers  or  sleeping 
on  piles  of  branches,  while  ambulances  and  carriages 
were  busy  all  night  carrying  off  the  wounded.  In  the 
darkness,  these  rolled  over  the  inanimate  bodies  of 
fiome  and  bumped  against  the  writhing  forms  of  others. 

The  rebels  had  removed  the  dead  bodies  to  clear  a 
space  for  their  camp-fires,  and  in  many  cases  the  living 
were  piled  with  the  dead,  or  flung  with  them  into  a 
common  grave.  I  heard  the  following  story  from  a 
soldier  who  was  shot  through  the  head,  and  lay  for 
dead : 

"  Though  I  was  suffering  fearfully  from  my  wounds, 
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for  one  bullet  had  gone  throngh  my  shoulder  and  an- 
other passed  in  through  my  jaw,  coming  out  through 
my  neck,  still  I  was  fully  conscious,  but  could  not 
speak. 

"  There  were  plenty  of  dead  around  me,  both  Union 
and  rebel,  and  one  stalwart  rebel  rolled  right  across 
me  in  his  death-agonies.  I  was  powerless  to  throw 
him  off.  Soon  the  rebel  line  advanced  over  us  and 
formed  just  in  front  This  revived  my  spirits,  for 
now,  I  thought,  some  humane  person  will  see  me. 
Strange,  how  strong  the  desire  of  life,  even  in  such 
moments  I  Darkness  soon  set  in,  the  men  stacked  their 
arms,  and  commenced  to  light  fires  and  cook  their 
suppers.  In  removing  the  dead  bodies  out  of  their 
way,  they  piled  a  number  of  them  on  top  of  us.  I 
thought  to  cry  out ;  but  no,  I  couldn't,  my  tongue  was 
swollen  and  my  mouth  was  full  of  blood.  I  heard 
ambulances  moving  around,  and  the  sound  of  spades 
as  they  interred  their  dead.  JSTow,  thought  I,  they  will 
come  to  bury  those  around,  and  will  assuredly  see  me. 

^^  I  lay  there,  I  don't  know  how  long,  and  must  have 
fainted,  for  the  next  thing  I  recollect  was,  feeling  my- 
self being  dragged  out  of  an  ambulance,  and  the  subject 
of  the  following  conversation : 

(( ( By ,  Simon,  this  fellow  has  a  splendid  pair  of 

boots.  I  guess  he  won't  grudge  them  to  a  fellow ;  hell 
be  warm  enough  without  them.' 
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"  So  off  go  my  boots.  Simon  then  took  a  fancy  to 
my  coat,  which  was  a  new  one,  and  fell  at  tugging  it  off 

^^I  was  all  this  time  like  a  man  in  a  nightmare,  striv- 
ing to  waken  fronx  some  fearful  danger,  but  couldn't. 
The  writhing  pain,  caused  by  twisting  my  shattered 
arm,  broke  the  spell,  and  I  groaned. 

"  *  By  — ^1,  the  fellow  is  not  dead  yet ;  what  will  we 
do  witli  him  V  exclaimed  the  ruffian  who  had  taken  off 
my  boots. 

" '  Well,  you  see,'  said  the  other  rebel,  who  had  fin- 
ished with  my  coat,  and  let  me  fall  back  heavily,  ^if 
he  ain't  dead,  he  soon  will ;  so  shove  him  in.' 

I  turned  around,  tried  to  rise  up,  and  held  out  my 
good  hand  towards  them. 

"  *  JSTo,  Simon,  no ;  I'm  b — d  if  T  bury  any  poor 
devil  alive ;  let  him  have  his  chance ;  we'll  leave  him 
here.' 

" '  Wall,  as  you  choose ;  it  would  be  only  putting  him 
out  of  pain  to  cover  him  in,  or  give  him  a  crack  in 
the  sconce.' 

"  They  soon  covered  up  the  pit  and  left  me,  forget- 
ting to  return  the  boots  or  coat. 

"  I  lay  there  in  the  most  fearful  agony  under  the 
scorching  sun  all  the  following  day ;  towards  evening, 
fortunately,  a  kind  doctor,  going  over  the  field, -stood 
to  examine  my  wounds,  and  then  sent  me  to  the  hos- 
pital   It  took  me  some  time  to  come  around,  but  you 
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Bee  I  did  ;  and  with  the  exception  of  this  hollow  in  ray  "^ 
jaw  and  the  loss  of  some  teeth,  I  am  not  much  the  ^ 
worse  of  being  twice  shot  and  nearly  buried  alive." 


The  28th  June  passed  over  with  some  heavy  artillery 
firing,  our  guns  preventing  the  enemy  repairing  the 
bridges  across  the  river. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  baggage-trains  of  the 
whole  army  were  started ;  Keyes  moved  his  conmiand 
to  White  Oak  Swamp,  with  Porter  somewhat  to  his 
rear. 

A  large  complement  of  stores,  which  could  not  be 
carried,  were  heaped  up  at  Savage  Station  for 
burning. 

We  had  about  one  thousand  wounded  there,  and  it 
was  feeling  to  see  the  poor  fellows,  as  soon  as  they 
found  the  place  was  to  be  abandoned,  and  that  they 
could  not  be  carried  along.  Some  got  up  from  their 
beds,  weak  and  bleeding,  and  hobbled  along  after  the 
wagons.  Some  of  them  sank  down,  weak  and  ex- 
hausted, to  perish  by  the  wayside;  others  managed, 
with  the  help  of  their  comrades,  to  crawl  along. 

Those  who  were  too  sick  to  move  were  left  behind. 
A  number  of  surgeons  volunteered  to  remain  with 
them :  Dr.  Page,  of  Heintzelman's  division,  in  charge. 

It  was  generally  known  among  the  troops  on  Satnr- 
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day  mondng  that  the  army  was  evacuating  its  line  of 
intrenchments  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ghickahominy, 
and  falling  back  to  the  James  River,  as  a  new  source 
of  supplies  and  base  of  operations.  The  wounded,  who 
lay  on  the  battle-field  and  in  the  hospitals,  were  told 
nothing ;  but  the  ominous  silence  and  the  hurried  prep- 
arations on  all  sides  convinced  them  that  they  were  to 
be  lefk  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

As  I  have  said,  it  was  a  heart-rending  sight,  but  re* 
treating  soldiers  become  so  absorbed  in  their  own 
safety,  and  are  so  apt  to  magnify  the  danger,  that  the 
finest  feelings  become  blunted,  and  every  one  looks 
out  for  himself  At  no  other  time  is  the  apothegm, 
"  Self-preservation  is  the  first  law  of  nature,"  so  fully 
carried  out  as  in  war.  AH  looked  forward  now  to  the 
coveted  James  Biver  and  the  shelter  of  the  gunboats. 
The  most  absurd  rumors  circulated  through  the  army : 
some  said  that  the  enemy  were  pushing  a  large  column 
between  us  and  the  river ;  others,  that  Beauregard  was 
there  with  a  hundred  thousand  men  to  prevent  our 
reaching  the  gunboats.  Full  of  such  evil  forebodings 
the  army  moved  on,  insensible  to  the  sufferings  of  the 
long  and  straggling  lines  of  wounded  at  their  sides, 
whose  dripping  blood  was  saturating  the  sands  and 
dyeing  the  streams  a  crimson  hue. 

Some  hobbled  on  through  the  first  day  on  crutches; 
and  one  poor  fellow,  who  had  received  a  ball  in  the 
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hip,  and  had  the  ankle  of  the  other  leg  broken,  kept 
up  with  the  ambulances  for  eleven  hours. 

The  ambulances  were  so  crowded  that  many  of  them 
broke  down ;  some  poor  fellows  sat  on  the  tails  of  the 
wagons,  their  blood-dripping  feet  dangling  behind* 

The  scene  of  conftision  and  bewilderment  all  thiongh 
the  camp  among  the  troops,  and  particularly  at  the 
station,  on  that  Saturday  morning,  has  seldom  been 
equalled,  scarcely  even  by  the  rout  and  disaster  of 
BuU  Eun. 

As  I  have  said,  Saturday  passed  over  in  comparatiYe 
quiet,  except  an  assault  made  by  Magruder  on  one  of 
our  batteries  in  the  left-centre  of  our  works,  which  was 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss. 

With  the  exception  of  this  assault  and  partial  skir- 
mishing among  the  pickets,  the  day  passed  over  in 
quiet.  General  M'Clellan's  headquarters  were  at  Sav- 
age Station  on  Saturday  night,  about  seven  miles  from 
the  battle-field  of  Gaines'  MiU.  Thither  the  Brigade 
was  ordered  to  report.  At  the  time,  the  Sixty-ninth 
was  picketing  in  front  of  Sumner's  corps,  and  had  to 
occupy  the  ground  until  all  had  retired. 

Next  morning  it  joined  the  other  three  regiments  at 
Meadow  Station,  about  two  miles  below  Savage  Sta- 
tion. All  day  the  troops  were  marching  past  this 
point,  en  route  for  the  James  River,  Summer's  corps 
alone  remaining  to  cover  their  rear. 
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Thns  two  mighty  araiies  were  within  about  a  mile 
of  each  other,  one  manoeuvring  to  reach  a  base  and 
secure  a  position,  the  other,  to  entrap  and  destroy  it. 

Lee's  army  was  moving  in  a  kind  of  semicircle,  its 
points  closing  in  around  McClellan's  forces.  Fortu- 
nately, the  nature  of  the  country  was  such,  the  swamps 

woods  almost  impenetrable,  that,  though  the  Confed- 
erate army  followed  up  our  columns  with  fearM  dis- 
patch, they  were  not  able  to  bring  McQellan  to  bay 
until  he  turned  on  them  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Batilk  of  Savage  Station. 

About  four  o'clock  on  Sunday  evening,  June  29,  the 
«irhole  army  had  passed,  and  Sunmer's  corps  was  prepar- 
ing to  follow,  when  the  rebel  guns,  from  the  neighboring 
hills,  opened  upon  us.  Frank's,  Hazzard's,  and  Pettit's 
batteries  replied  with  good  effect,  and  a  spendid  artil- 
lery duel  followed.  The  rebels  were  moving  in  force 
along  ae  Wmiamsburg  road,  having  hastUy  repaired 
one  of  the  bridges  across  the  Chickahominy. 

It  was  Magruder's  force  which  was  in  pursuit,  assist- 
ed by  a  railroad  iron-clad  with  a  thirty-two  pounder 
in  her  front,  which  vigorously  threw  shells  on  both 
sides  of  the  railroad,  as  she  came  along. 

In  order  to  understand  our  position,  I  will  give  a 
diort  re$umi  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  after  we 
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had  croesed  oyer  to  the  south  side  of  the   Chicka- 
hominy. 

Jackson  tried  to  follow  up  after  ns,  but  we  gallantly 
held  the  bridge,  compelling  him  to  bnild  bridges  far- 
ther up ;  this  detained  him  until  Sunday  afternoon, 
when  he  commenced  advancing  on  our  right  flank. 
Huger  was  in  advance  and  in  onr  rear,  Longstreet, 
Magruder  and  the  Hills  on  our  right  flank,  while  Gene- 
ral Holmes  was  endeavoring' to  make  a  circuit  around 
our  left  flank,  and  cut  us  off  from  the  James  River. 

The  whole  region  of  country  traversed  by  these  vast 
armies  was  full  of  swamps  and  sand-hills,  brooks,  heavy 
timber  and  chapparel,  so  that  such  large  bodies  had  to 
move  slowly  and  with  caution. 

McGlellan's  masterly  manoeuvres  had  even  deceived 
the  enemy ;  they  were  undecided  whether  he  was  strik- 
ing for  the  mouth  of  the  Ohickahominy  or  the  James 
Eiver. 

However,  Huger's  advance  struck  Sumner's  pickets 
on  Sunday  forenoon,  on  the  Williamsburg  road. 

Heintzelman  and  his  corps  were  ordered  to  hold  the 
Williamsburg  road,  but  from  some  misapprehension  of 
orders,  he  fell  back  about  a  mile  to  the  rear,  to  the 
intrenched  lines.  This  left  a  space  of  nearly  a  mile 
between  Sumner's  right  and  Smith's  division  of  Frank- 
lin's corps. 

'Hie  rebels  wedged  in  here,  taking  possession  of  Dr* 
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^Trent's  house.  This  movement  compelled  Sumner  to 
l&U  back  from  Peach  Orchard  to  Savage  Station,  where 
lie  formed  into  line  of  battle  in  conjunction  with 
Smith's  division. 

Brooks'  brigade  held  the  wood  to  thcleft,  and  Han- 
cock's brigade  was  thrown  out  into  the  woods  on  the 
right  and  front,  both  doing  excellent  service. 

About  five  the  enemy  commenced  the  attack,  which 
was  gallantly  met  by  Bums'  brigade,  supported  by  two 
reserve  linos,  and  the  Eighty-eighth  and  iSixty-ninth, 
Irish  Brigade.  The  Eighty  eighth  was  commanded 
by  Major  Quinlan,  in  the  absence  of  his  superior  offi- 
cer from  sickness,  and  led  the  charge,  supported  by 
the  Sixty-ninth.  A  desperate  conflict  ensued,  which 
lasted  for  about  two  hours,  being  at  times  a  regular 
hand-to-hand  meUe.  Our  batteries  were  all  the  time 
doing  excellent  service,  throwing  shell  and  canister 
among  the  enemy's  lines.  They  nobly  sustained  their 
position,  but  finally  give  way  before  the  steadiness  of 
our  fire  and  the  points  of  our  bayonets.  I  will  here 
quote  Dr.  Ellis's  description  of  the  part  the  Brigade 
took  in  this  fight,  as  he  must  be  looked  upon  as  a  dis- 
interested party : 

^^  In  the  mean  time,  a  rebel  brigade  was  observed 
stealing  down  to  the  right,  as  if  with  the  design  of 
flanking  our  troops,  by  reaching  a  position  on  the 
Williamsburg  road.    Captain  Pettit  at  once  placed  two 
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guns  on  the  railroad,  and  Bwept  the  colamn  with  grape 
and  canister  until  it  went  back  to  the  woods  on  a  ran.  «*^ 
Some  of  the  sharpest  infantry  fighting  of  the  war  en-  — 
sued,  in  which  parts  of  Sedgwick's,  Eibhardson's,  ^ 
Hooker's,  Kearney's,  and  Smith's  divisions  engaged,  < 
with  Tarions  success. 

^'  The  rebels  came  determinedly  across  the  fields,  fir- 
ing as  they  adyanced,  until  General  Sumner  ordered 
our  troops  up  at  double-quick  to  charge.  About  four 
thousand  of  them  went  off  at  once  with  a  roar  that 
might  have  drowned  the  musketry.  The  rebels  kept 
their  position  for  a  moment,  and  then  fell  back  to  the 
rear  of  their  batteries.  Meagher's  brigade,  however, 
succeeded  in  charging  right  up  to  the  guns  of  a  Vir- 
ginia battery,  two  of  which  they  hauled  off,  spiked, 
and  chopped  the  carriages  to  pieces.  The  Eighty- 
eighth,  Sixty-third,  and  Sixty-ninth  participated  in  this 
gallant  act.  It  was  here  that  the  brave  Colonel  Pierce, 
of  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  formerly  General 
Pierce  of  Big  Bethel  fame,  lost  an  arm ;  it  was  taken 
off  by  a  solid  shot.  Kight  came  on  and  put  an  end  to 
the  carnage." 

It  was  near  midnight  when  the  wearied  and  hnngiy 
soldiers  were  ordered  to  fell  back  rapidly  beyond  White 
Oak  Swamp. 

Bear  in  mind  that  since  Friday  morning  the  army 
had  been  %hting  by  day  and  marching  by  ni^t,  no 
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time  to  prepare  food  or  to  eat  it.  Many  of  the  men 
had  thrown  off  their  knapsacks  and  haversacks  in  the 
hurry  and  dadi  of  the  fight,  and  could  not  again  re- 
cover them,  and  thus  lost  their  stinted  rations.  Men 
and  animals  went  for  days  without  any  thing  to  eat. 

The  enemy  was  making  desperate  attempts  to  gain 
the  high  ground  beyond  the  swamp.  Should  they 
succeed  in  placing  the  swamp  between  ourselves 
and  them,  our  retreat  would  be  cut  off,  and  nothing 
could  save  the  army.  In  this  fearful  emergency,  there 
was  no  flinching  nor  mnrmnring,  nothing  but  the  sub- 
dued  talk  of  soldiers,  the  gritting  of  teeth,  the  rolling 
of  the  trains  and  artillery,  and  the  steady  tramp  of 
the  troops.  AU  the  supplies  at  Savage  Station  were 
burned,  and  our  dead  and  wounded  left  behind. 

The  loss  of  the  Brigade  was  not  heavy,  considering 
the  desperate  nature  of  the  conflict.  All  our  ofBcers, 
from  the  general  down,  as  well  as  the  men,  behaved 
with  the  cool  bravery  of  veteran  soldiers.  Major 
Quinlan,  who  commanded  the  regiment,  with  Captain 
O'Donohoe,  and  Captain  William  Horgan,  as  lieuten- 
ant-colonel and  major,  distinguished  themselves  lead- 
ing on  their  men. 

Of  the  line  ofiicers,  the  gallantry  of  Captains 
Clooney,  Smith,  Neagle;  Lieutenants  Joyce,  Burke, 
£gan,  Gallagher,  Murphy,  and  others,  was  com- 
mendable. 
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White  Oak  Swamp. 

« 

Kext  morning  the  Brigade  took  up  a  position  on 
Ifelson's  farm,  after  marching  all  night  in  line  of  bat- 
tle ;  for  the  enemy  was  striving  to  turn  onr  flanks,  and 
sweep  down  upon  our  large  train  of  supplies,  baggage, 
and  artillery.  The  last  wagon  and  cannon  had  crossed 
the  creek,  and  the  weary  soldiers,  having  torn  np  the 
bridge,  threw  themselves  down  on  the  gronnd  and  into 
the  creek,  to  cool  their  parched  limbs  and  lap  np  the 
stagnant  water. 

Many  of  the  men  were  hnngry,  tkiany  of  them  were 
wounded,  with  their  faces  and  dresses  grimed  with 
blood  and  powder. 

White  Oak  Creek,  like  the  Chickahominy,  flows 
through  swampy  woods  and  morasses.  It  was  only 
from  four  to  six  feet  deep,  and  was  crossed  by  a  good 
corduroy  bridge. 

On  the  north  side  was  a  sloping  hill,  crowned  with 
a  farm-house.  This  hill  was  encircled  by  a  line  of 
rifle-pits,  intrenchments,  and  abatis  stretching  down  to 
the  river. 

Hancock  held  the  right  of  the  line,  resting  on  a 
small  creek ;  Brooks  and  Davidson  lay  next  to  him ; 
Sumner,  Heintzelman,  and  Porter  extended  in  line  of 
battle  bordering  the  swamp,  with  their  batteries 
ranged  on  a  very  commanding  hill.     A  strong  picket 
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was  sent  out  to  Charles  Gity  Gross-roads,  where  it  was  ex- 
pected tlie  enemy  would  attack  in  force.  The  railroad 
bridge  had  been  burned,  and  all  superfluous  ammu- 
nition and  baggage  run  on  the  trains  into  the  Chicka- 
homin  J  on  the  day  previous. 

The  enemy  opened  on  Hancock's  position,  which 
was  a  very  strong  one.  Their  batteries  opened  with 
fearful  violence,  causing  a  regular  stampede  amongst 
teamsters,  wagoners,  and  some  artillerymen,  in  which 
some  of  the  troops  also  joined. 

Our  batteries  soon  recovered  from  the  panic,  and 
our  infantry  gallantly  repulsed  all  attempts  made  by 
thie  enemy  to  cross  the  creek.  The  firing  was  intense, 
and  extended  along  the  whole  line.  Soon  the  enemy 
were  found  to  be  moving  in  force  along  the  Charles 
City  Cross-roads  which  Ue  about  four  miles  from  the 
Bwamp,  and  near  two  nules  from  the  James  River,  at 
Turkey  Bend. 

Eight  brigades,  coming  direct  from  Kichmond,  un- 
der Qeneral  Henry  A.  Wise,  were  thus  trying  to  get 

between  us  and  the  river. 

Porter  and  Keyes  were  ordered  up  to  meet  them, 
and  were  received  with  a  well-directed,  steady  fire. 

It  was  now  about  five  o'clock,  the  enemy  were 
pressing  us  badly,  when  the  gunboats  Galena,  Aroos- 
took, and  Jacob  Bell  opened  from  Turkey  Bend  with 
shot  and  shell  from  their  immense  rified  guns.    These 

9* 
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mooeterE  seemed  to  dnnm  die  nMOr  of  tlie  batfle, 
to  hmi  death  and  dianaj  into  die  rebel  IineeL 

Heintzebnan,  seeing  tbe  rd^ds  waTering,  otdised  w 
chaige  along  tbe  line. 

The  Galena  was  rignalled  to  oeaee  firing.  Soon 
matt  of  poor,  jaded,  but  brave,  nnflinfthing  beroea^ 
wxa  moving  like  a  hnge  serpent^  bdflhing  fire 
flame  before  it.    Dr.  EDis  says : 

m 

^  The  fleiy  brigade  of  Mealier  dashed  wp  gallantly 
on  the  right,  using  the  mnsket  quite  soldieriy;  and 
G^eral  Sickles'  Excelsior  Brigade,  already  feaifulty  eut 
up,  went  into  the  action  like  a  battalion  of  firesh  vete- 
rans. The  brigade  of  Hooker  was  ably  led  by  that 
distinguished  officer,  and  the  general  seined  ubiqui- 
touS)  as  he  screamed  his  orders  here  and  there,  always 
urging  his  men  on  to  the  foe."  All  efforts  of  the  ene- 
my to  check  or  turn  this  human  avalanche  proved 
unavailing,  and  they  broke  in  confusion  through  the 
swamp.  We  lost  heavily  in  men  and  materials. 
Mott's  and  Eandall's  batteries,  and  one  of  Ayvos' 
guns,  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  in  the  bi^ginning  of 
the  engagement. 

Our  average  losses  here  were  about  the  same  as  at 
Oaines'  Mill. 

Perhaps  the  following  graphic  account  from  the  pen 
of  Lieutenant  Turner,  who  gallantly  participated  in 
the  charge,  and  forwards  fell  in  Grant's  campaign 
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before  Sichraond,  is  more  forcible  than  any  descrip- 
tion of  mine.  What  soldiers,  patriots,  and  scholars 
composed  that  little  Irish  Brigade  1 

^^All  was  as  peaceable  as  paradise,  as  still  as  summer 
noon  coold  be — the  shade  of  the  trees  was  much 
affected,  and  the  lawn  and  piazza  of  an  old  and  rather 
respectable  farm-house  was  patronized  by  some  of  the 
officers  of  the  Brigade.  The  owner  was  quite  affable 
and  hospitable,  when  all  at  once  the  serene  air  was 
disturbed  and  startled  by  the  discharge  of  a  couple  of 
batteries  of  the  enemy's  guns ;  and  having  our  range 
they  kept  it  up,  the  projectiles  literally  raining  down 
upon  us,  and  almost  at  the  first  discharge  breaking 
the  leg  of  the  old  farmer,  a  sort  of  equitable  proceed- 
ing, for  I  have  a  suspicion  that  the  enemy  received 
from  him,  or  from  some  of  his  folks,  our  precise  situ- 
ation. 

^^  We  were  aroused ;  but  the  Brigade  is  never 
startled,  never  alarmed,  always  as  cool  as  courage  and 
danger  demand.  Some  of  our  comrades  on  the  hills 
on  the  other  side  do  not  stand  quite  so  well.  They 
leave  their  ranks,  they  move  from  their  position  at  a 
rate  of  speed  not  recognized  by  any  of  the  books  of 
tactics.  A  famous  fancy  regiment,  quite  eminent  in 
drill  and  decorum  throughout  the  country  and  the 
anuy,  scatters  on  the  first  fire  and  goes  to  the  rear  '  to 
tibe  sound  of  the  enemy's  cannon.' 
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^'  The  baggage  train  of  the  Brigade  happened  to  be 
in  the  rear,  and  with  it  are  our  quartermasters,  as  in 
duty  bound.  They  formed  themselves  into  a  body, 
and  endeavored  to  stop  the  stampede ;  but  soon  shot 
and  shell  began  to  fall  among  them,  and  their  animals 
became  frightened  and  restive,  compelling  them  to 
retire  to  a  more  secure  locality.  Under  the  first  fire 
they  were  grouped  waiting  the  movement  of  their  trains. 
Close  to  them,  on  a  fine  gray  horse,  rode  Brigade  Quar- 
termaster Martin's  man,  Ben — a  strong,  tall,  gigantic, 
and  powerfully  built  specimen  of  the  African.  A  shell 
burst,  the  leg  of  Ben's  gray  charger  was  taken  off,  and 
it  is  affirmed  that  his  bright,  strong  face  became  of  a 
very  light  color  while  he  was  extricating  himself  from 
the  wounded  animal. 

"  Towards  the  front,  towards  the  point  of  the  first 
attack,  where  the  shrewd  enemy  concentrated  his  fire, 
let  us  return.  Hazzard's  battery  takes  a  position  on 
the  hill  commanding  the  position  which  the  enemy 
have  occupied,  and  from  which  they  are  pitching  into 
us  with  such  effect.  Our  brigade  was  formed  so  as  to 
support  the  battery — ^the  four  regiments  in  line — and 
then  they  lie  down  fiat  upon  the  ground,  in  order  that 
the  effect  of  the  enemy's  shell  may  be  as  ineffectual 
as  possible.  Up  there,  on  the  hill  to  our  right,  goes  a 
tremendous  explosion.  One  of  the  caissons  of  Ayres' 
battery  has  exploded;  the  fire  is  thick  and  heavy, 


TffJB    IBI3B    BBIGADE.  206 

Ii^orses  are  disabled,  men  fall;  many  flj,  horse  and 

Txian,  over  the  hills  in  the  direction  of  the  trees  and 

•the  cover  of  the  woods.    Hazzard's  battery  opens  in 

splendid  style;  the  captain  and  Lieutenant  King  work 

like  heroes.    It  is  curions  and  trying  work  supporting 

a  battery  in  this  position.    ^Nothing  can  be  done  by 

us  unless  the  enemy  appear,  and  until  that  time  it  is 

a  beautiful  artillery  fire  under  which  we  are — shell 

burst,  round  shot  ricochet. 

^^  Major  Quinlan  is  in  command  of   the  Eighty- 
eighth,  Colonel  JN'ngent  in  command  of  the   Sixty- 
.   ninth.     But  the  latter  officer  reported  sick,  and  the 
command  devolved   upon  Lieutenant-Colonel  James 
Kelly. 

^^Each  part  of  the  field  and  each  portion  of  the  day 
has  its  incidents.  A  round-shot  ricochets,  strikes  with 
a  dull,  heavy  sound  the  body  of  a  fine  brave  fellow  in 
the  front  rank,  and  bounds  over  him.  He  is  stone 
dead;  the  two  men  on  each  side  of  him,  touching  him 
as  they  lay,  rise  up,  lift  the  stiff  corpse,  lay  it  down 
under  a  tree  in  the  rear,  cover  his  face  with  his 
blanket,  come  back  to  the  old  place,  lie  down  on 
the  same  old  fatal  spot,  grasp  the  musket  again 
without  saying  a  word.  How  brave,  how  cool,  how 
dauntless  these  men  arel  A  hundred  thousand  of 
these  Celts  would — ^but  no  matter:  what  is  specu- 
lation here  ?    That  shell  came  very  near — scattered 
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portion  of  it  strikes  lieutenant  Foley,  of  ih^^-^® 
Eighty-eighth,  stuns  him  for  a  time ;  he  recovers,  wilKJ^ 
recover.  Captain  Whitty,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  is  juf 
borne  by,  badly  wounded  ;  then  Lieutenant  Bums,  ol 
the  same  regiment.  It  is  getting  serious,  you  perceive, 
and  they  are  keeping  it  up.  The  escapes  are  wonder- 
ful. Poor,  brave  Captain  O'Donohoe,  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth — mortally  wounded  next  day  at  Malvern — 
acting  lieutenant-colonel,  is  reclining  in  his  position ; 
a  ball  comes,  buries  itself  in  the  ground  not  six  inches 
from  him,  ploughing  a  hole  deep  enough  and  wide 
enough  to  put  an  infant  into.  He  does  not  stir,  he 
does  not  shift :  he  is  not  shocked  at  all.  He  smiles — a 
brave,  cool,  deliberate,  assured  smile.  Lieutenant 
Emmet  suggests  that  two  shots  never  strike  in  the 
same  spot ;  therefore  if  the  captain  changes  his  place , 
so  as  to  cover  the  ground  just  touched,  he  will  be  safe 
all  day.  The  captain  does  not  move ;  under  lire,  in 
the  battle,  he  never  moves  except  forward.  It  was 
just  as  well ;  he  had  another  day's  life,  for  immediately 
after  another  ball  plunges  into  the  same  spot,  buries 
itself  deeper  than  the  first,  but  still  the  captain  keeps 
his  place,  and  kept  it. 

*^In  this  position  the  Brigade  remains  during  the 
day,  holding  and  sustaining  the  bridge  at  White  Oak 
Swamp,  supporting  Hazzard's  and  Fettit's  batteries. 
Captain  Hazzard  had  his  leg  shot  off,  after  which  lieu- 
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tenant  King  worked  the  battery  superbly,  silencing 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  and  dealing  desperate  de- 
straction  upon  them.  All  this  time  there  is  a  terrible 
battle  raging  on  our  left,  in  the  direction  of  what  are 
called  the  Charles  City  Cross-roads. 

"  Towards  night,  when  the  crisis  of  the  day  came,  and 
Heintzelman  and  Suinner  were  pressed  by  superior 
numbers,  we  were  sent  for.  It  is  our  fate  to  march 
into  the  battle-field  under  the  most — to  other  men — de- 
pressing circumstances.  We  are  the  reserve — our  corps 
is  the  reserve  of  the  army ;  and  it  is  only  when  the 
black  need  comes  that  we  press  forward  to  the  work. 
The  dead,  the  wounded,  the  beaten,  the  broken  and 
disheartened  line  our  path — ^but  our  cheers  reanimate 
—our  elan  gives  them  hope.  I  pledge  you  my  word 
that  when  the  Irish  Brigade  approaches  the  tummg 
point  of  the  battles,  the  hearts  of  that  portion  of  the 
army  that  see  them  are  moved  within  them,  the  most 
graceful  and  glad  cheers  greet  us  all  .the  way,  the 
wounded  take  heart,  and  the  beaten  and  broken,  reas- 
snred,  join  in  our  Btnrdy  ranks  and  go  along  with  re- 
sewed  courage  to  the  battle  front.  ^  That  is  the  Irish 
Brigade' — *  that  is  General  Meagher,'  uttered  in  tones 
of  hope,  are  the  words  you  hear  as  you  march  along. 
*I  wish  I  had  twenty  thousand  men  like  yours,'  said 
one  who  is  second  to  none  in  command,  to  our  general 
the  other  day.    And  one  of  the  most  gallant  generals 
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of  the  army  of  the  Potomac — the  chief  of  the  favorii 
corps  d^ai'mee — looking  at  their  steady  front,  as  they 
marched  up  the  Malvern  Hills,  under  a  crushing  fire, 
the  sound  of  which  our  cheers  almost  drowned,  said  to 
our  general, '  I  envy  you  the  conmiand  of  that  brigade.' 
The  speaker  of  the  first  exdogium  was  General  McClel- 
lan ;  the  speaker  of  the  second  was  General  Fitz-John 
Porter.  As  for  General  Sumner^s  opinion,  you  know 
that  of  old. 

"  When  our  rear  position  was  taken  up  near  the 
cross-roads,  night  fell  and  the  fight  was  ended — ^the 
enemy  repulsed;  and  unmolested,  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  the  troops  took  up  the  line  of  march  for 
Malvern,  which  was  reached  about  five  a.  h.  on  Tues- 
day, the  1st  of  July. 

"  On  this  day  again  the  proper  dispositions  of  the 
troops  for  battle  were  made,  and  magnificent  they 
were.  From  an  eminence  the  eye  could  discern,  wher- 
ever it  turned^  column  after  column  of  infantry,  caval- 
ry in  abundance,  and  artillery  without  end.  Our  fr^nt 
was  semi-circular ;  one  flank,  it  was  said,  resting  on  the 
river — the  other  protected  by  the  gunboats.  Early  in 
the  day  the  enemy  opened  his  fire  upon  us  from  the 
right,  and  kept  it  up  with  precision  and  force.  From 
the  commencement  the  Brigade  was  in  range  of  their 
artillery,  to  the  sound  and  effects  of  which  they  have 
now  become  fiskmiUar.    They  remained  there  for  hours^ 


3n  the  new  poBition  was  taken  up  in  a  ravine,  and 
fire  at  this  point  ceased.  During  the  day  the  firing 
\  sustained  by  the  Confederates  at  intervals  and  at 
srent  points  of  our  position." 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Battle  of  Malvern  Hill. — Desperate  fighting  on  both  sides. — The  Brigade 
engaged. — The  army  falls  back  to  Harrison's  Landing. — ^Feeling  inci- 
dents of  the  battle. — Death  of  Captain  O'Donohoe  and  others. — Captain 
Donovan's  reply  to  the  rebel  general. — General  Meagher's  accoont  of 
the  seven  days'  fighting. 

In  the  dead  of  night,  after  its  fierce  conflict  with  the 
enemy,  the  army  fell  back  to  Malvern  Hill,  and  took 
np  the  following  position,  awaiting  the  morning's 
dawn  and  the  enemy : 

The  left  and  centre  of  our  lines  rested  on  Malvern 
Hill,  while  the  right  curved  back  to  the  James  Eiver. 

Malvern  Hill  is  an  elevated  plateau,  free  from  tim- 
ber, and  traversed  by  several  roads.  It  was  well 
capable  of  defence,  for  several  ravines  protected  the 
front;  the  ground  is  sloping,  and  presenting  clear, 
open  ranges  for  artillery. 

Another  sheltered  ravine  extends  on  the  north- 
west to  the  James  Eiver. 

Owing  to  the  position  and  circumstances,  it  was 
xeasonable  to  expect  the  heaviest  attack  from  the  di- 
rection of  Richmond  and  White  Oak  Swamp.  Here 
the  troops  were  massed,  and  several  batteries  put  into 
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position.  Porter's  corps  held  the  left  of  the  line, 
Conch's  division  the  right  of  Porter ;  next  came  Kear- 
ney and  Hooker,  next  Sedgwick  and  Kichardson,  next 
Smith  and  Slocum,  with  the  remainder  of  Keyes'  corps, 
extending  in  a  cnrve  back  to  the  river.  The  timber  on 
the  right  was  slashed  and  the  roads  barricaded. 

Commodore  Eogers,  commanding  the  flotilla  on  the 
James  Kiver,  placed  his  gnnboats  so  as  to  protect  our 
flanks  and  cover  the  approaches  from  Richmond. 

About  ten  o'clock,  Tuesday,  1st  July,  the  enemy 
felt  onr  lincB,  and  some  sharp  firing  took  place 
among  the  skirmishers.  This  was  foUowed  up  by  a 
column  of  the  enemy,  moving  on  our  right,  in  front  of 
Heintzelman's  corps,  but  it  did  not  develop  itself  in 
action.  About  3  p.  m.  a  heavy  fire  opened  on  Kear- 
ney's loft,  followed  by  a  brisk  attack  on  Couch's  posi- 
tion. 

Couch's  men  lay  under  cover  until  the  enemy  closed 
on  them,  when  they  sprang  up,  and  poured  a  deadly 
volley  into  their  faces,  which  drove  tKem  back  on  their 
supports. 

A  lull  followed,  broken  only  by  the  rapid  artillery 
firing.  About  six  the  enemy  again  opened  on  Couch 
and  Porter  with  his  artillery,  followed  by  an  attack 
from  his  infimtry  columns ;  but  the  sweeping  fire  of  our 
guns,  with  the  steady  fire  of  the  infantry,  drove  them 
back  to  shelter,  followed  by  our  columns  charging  at 
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the  point  of  the  bayonet    Abont  seven  o'clock  th^s=^7 
were  massing  fresh  troops  in  front  of  Porter,  with  th^^^^ 
intention  of  overpowering  him,  when  Meagher's  an^-    ^^ 
Sickles^  brigades  were  sent  to  re-enforce  him. 

These  fresh  troops  charged  with  their  usual 
jnence,  repulsing  the  enemy  in  their  front. 

The  enemy  repeatedly  attempted  to  take  the  posi- 
tion by  assault,  but  were  each  time  met  by  a 
cheer  and  charge  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  that  drove  them 
back  to  their  lines,  until  night,  the  friend  of  the  van- 
quished, put  an  end  to  the  carnage. 

After  the  above  general  outline  of  the  battle,  I  will 
now  go  back  and  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  Brigade 
on  that  eventful  day. 

The  Irish  Brigade  was  consoling  itself  with  the  hope 
that  it  was  going  to  enjoy  one  day's  rest  at  least :  it 
was  evening,  and  "  the  boys"  had  not  yet  been  ordered 
to  the  attack.  They  had  ordered  supper,  and  some  stray 
sheep  they  had  captured  were  being  cooked,  and  they 
were  enjoying  in  anticipation  what  they  had  not  had 
for  a  week,  at  least — a  good  supper — when  about  seven 
o'clock  an  order  came  that  Couch  and  Porter  were 
hard  pressed,  and  to  double-quick  to  their  support. 

"Ah,"  said  poor  Captain  Joseph  O'Donohoe,  "I 
think  some  of  the  twenty-five  who  engaged  supper 
will  not  be  on  hand  when  it  is  ready,"  little  thinking 
that  he  would  be  one  of  the  absent  himself. 


THS     iniSH    SniC^ADS,  213 

The  four  regiments,  Sixtj-third,  Colonel  Bnrke; 
Sixty-ninth,  Colonel  Kelly ;  Eighty-eighth,  Major 
Quinlan ;  and  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Bnmes,  formed  in  quick  time  and 
marched  rapidly  for  the  heavy  firing.  On,  over  the 
plain,  at  a  double-quick,  and  cheering,  the  four  regi- 
ments dash.  They  are  greeted  with  congratulatory 
cheers. 

Stragglers,  wounded,  and  retreating  lines  cheer  on 
the  Irish  Brigade,  as  it  proudly  and  defiantly  dashes 
forward.  They  gain  the  hilltop  amidst  showers  of 
shot  and  shell,  and  defiantly  reply  to  it  with  a  con- 
tinual musketry  fire.  As  they  advanced  they  met  the 
remnant  of  the  brave  !N'inth  Massachusetts,  bearing 
their  dying  colond  to  the  rear,  who  greeted  them  with 
hearty  cheers.  The  Sixty-ninth  first  d  ashed  in  with  a 
v^igeance:  the  Eighty- eighth  is  immediately  behind 
them,  with  the  Sixty-third  and  Twenty-ninth  in  the 
rear.  General  Meagher  and  his  staff  rode  along  the 
Unet,  oheering  and  encouraging  his  men. 

The  cannon  and  musketry  of  the  enemy  were  sweep- 
ing this  hill.  It  was  one  sheet  of  molten  lead,  round- 
shot  and  shell  ricocheting  over  it. 

The  Sixty-ninth  is  sending  murderous  volley  after 
volley  into  the  enemy,  moving  on  slowly  but  steadily 
as  they  fire.  The  gutis  in  the  men's  hands  become  hot 
and  clogged,  when  onward  dashes  the  Eighty-eighth  to 
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the  front,  and  the  Sixty-ninth  coolly  and  steadily  moves»> 
out  by  the  flank. 

The  men  are  inspired  by  their  brave,  gallant  offi 
cers,  including  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Kelly,  and 
the  fiery  Major  Cavanagh.  Their  captains,  too,  Duffy, 
Leddy,  Benson,  Scanlon,  and  all  the  other  officers, 
bravely  cheer  them  on.  The  color-sergeant  flaunts 
the  flags  at  the  rebels  and  falls ;  another  grasps  them 
and  falls,  and  they  are  then  borne  by  the  corporals. 
On  comes  the  Eighty-eighth,  its  dashing  acting-colonel. 
Major  Quinlan,  ably  seconded  by  the  brave  O'Dono- 
hoe  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  Horgan  as  major,  sup- 
ported by  the  chivalric  Captain  Clooney,  guarding  the 
colors,  all  working,  fighting,  and  cheering  on  their 
men  like  brave  officers,  as  they  were.  The  fight  still 
goes  on,  men  fall  on  every  side,  dead  and  wounded 
comrades  are  strewn  aronnd,  but  still  on  they  press. 

The  Eighty-eighth  is  exhausted,  and  the  Sisty-ninth 
dashes  in  again  to  relieve  them,  and  it  moves  out  by 
the  flank,  the  men  begrimed  with  blood  and  powder. 
Comrades  grasp  each  other's  hands,  in  mnte  thanks 
for  their  deliverance. 

Some  exclaim,  "Thank  God  we  have  escaped." 
Others,  "Ah,  what  harm  if  it  were  for  the  poor  ould 
dart  we  were  fighting  ?" 

Even  at  snch  a  moment  that  grand  emotion,  love  of 
country,  is  uppermost  in  the  Irish  soldier's  heart 
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SometimeB/when  the  guns  get  foul,  they  fling  them 
away,  and  coolly  take  up  the  nearest  dead  man's. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  increases ;  it  is  awful.  He  is 
gathering  all  his  strength  for  one  final  struggle. 
Shells,  canister,  and  bullets  are  falling  around  like  a 
hail-storm.  The  enemy  is  now  sweeping  on  the  Sixty- 
ninth  ;  they  grandly  hold  their  ground. 

lieutenant  Emmet  dashes  up  to  Major  Quinlan  with 
orders  from  General  Meagher,  who  rides  along  the 
line  encouraging  his  troops.  The  Eighty-eighth  in  a 
moment  dashes  in  with  the  Sixty-ninth,  under  a  fierce 
fire  from  the  enemy,  who  are  concealed  in  the  woods 
and  a  neighboring  house ;  still,  there  is  no  faltering, 
but  wild  cheers,  and  on  they  press  for  the  hill-top, 
where  a  hand-to-hand  confiict  ensues.  Men  brain  and 
bayonet  one  another.  The  enemy  make  a  bold  stand 
to  hold  the  hiU,  but  in  vain.  They  sullenly  retire, 
but  the'darkness  prevents  our  brave  fellows  from  fol- 
lowing them  up.  They  send  a  parting  good-night 
after  them.  Malvern  Hill  is  fought.  McOlellan's 
army  is  saved,  but  that  hill-side  is  covered  with  the 
dying  and  the  dead  of  the  Irish  Brigade. 

The  Sixty-third  and  Twenty-ninth  were  ordered  to 
support  some  batteries,  and  therefore  escaped  the  fiery 
ordeal  through  which  their  brother  regiments  had 
passed.  Colonel  Burke  got  wounded,  and  the  senior 
captain,  O'Neil,  took    the  command.    He  and  his 
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brother  officers,  Captains  John  0.  Lynch  and  Warren, 
and  the  gallant  Captain  Condon,  only  regretted  that 
they  were  not  allowed  to  lead  their  men  to  support 
their  friends. 

After  a  few  hoars'  rest  they  had  to  tnm  their  backs 
npon  their  dead  and  wonnded  comrades,  and  march, 
tired,  wearied,  hnngry,  and  bloody,  in  the  deiMl  of 
night,  for  the  James  Kiver,  which  was  reached  early  on 
Wednesday.  Some  threw  themselves  exhausted  on 
the  gronnd,  others  rnshed  to  the  river  to  lap  np  the 
water.  Tents,  camp  eqnipage,  and  provisions  were 
all  abandoned  or  destroyed.  No  matter,  all  was  soon 
right.  The  river  was  floating  with  barges  laden 
with  provisions,  tents,  and  stores.  A  soldier  seldom 
grumbles. 

The  retreat,  for  retreat  it  was,  was  ably  condneted 
in  the  face  of  vastly  superior  numbers  of  men,  brave 
and  desperate  as  ourselves,  men  who  followed  us  with 
a  ball-dog  pertinacity,  hoping  to  annihilate  us. 

Besides,  they  had  the  advantage  of  personally  know- 
ing the  country,  and  found  every  one  ready  to  befriend 
them  and  give  them  all  the  information  they  eoold, 
while  we  had  to  wade  through  swamps  and  dense 
forest,  ignorant  of  the  way,  with  every  one  our  enemy 
and  ready  to  set  us  astray  or  betray  us. 

The  losses  on  both  sides,  in  this  battle,  were  very 
heavy.    General  Lee  in  his  official  report  of  the  seven 
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days'  fighting,  admits  a  heavy  loss,  and  that  his  army 
'was  almost  demoralized,  which  was  proved  by  the  fact 
tliat  he  did  not  follow  McClellan  to  Harrison's  Landing, 
though  his  army  was  drawn  round  him  in  a  semicircle. 

McClellan  sets  down  his  loss  of  killed,  woanded,  and 
missing  for  the  seven  days'  fighting,  at  15,249.  This 
certainly  is  not  under  the  mark.  The  rebel  loss  was 
something  more,  as  they  were  in  most  cases  the  assault- 
ing party.  Both  armies  were  desperately  cut  up.  The 
loss  of  the  Brigade  during  these  fearful  seven  days  was 
large,  both  in  ofi^rs  and  men,  amounting  in  all  to 
about  seven  hundred. 

At  Malvern  Hill,  General  Meagher  and  his  staff  were 
conspicuous  during  the  day.  Among  the  officers, 
Lieutenant  Turner,  of  his  staff,  had  his  horse  killed. 
Lieutenant  Emmet,  who,  though  in  delicate  health, 
greatly  distinguished  himself,  was  wounded. 

Captain  Joseph  O'Donohoe  was  acting  Lieut-Col- 
onel when  killed.  Lieutenant  Frank  Hacket  was  also 
killed,  and  Captain  Egan  wounded.  Lieutenant  Foley 
had  been  woxmded  the  previous  day. 

In  the  Sixty-ninth,  Lieutenant  Eeynolds  killed,  and 
Captains  Whitty  and  Leddy  wounded. 

Lieutenants  Cahil,  Donovan,  Can*,  Burns  and  Maro- 
ney  were  all  wounded.  Several  other  officers  were 
wounded,  and  Major  Cavanagh  had  his  horse  shot 
under  him. 
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Sergeant  Haggerty,  brother  to  the  late  Colonel  Hag- 
gerty,  waa  mortally  wounded. 

Our  troops  held  Malvern  ffiU  aU  through  the  night, 
while  the  main  army  was  on  its  route  for  Harrison's 
Landing,  a  position  in  which  the  enemy  dare  not  attack 
them. 

The  men  were  wearied  out  with  the  fatigue  of  fight- 
ing and  marching,  and  many  sank  down  from  exhaus- 
tion on  that  night's  retreat. 

Our  dead  and  most  of  our  wounded  were  left  behind, 
while  the  line  of  march  was  flanked  with  abandoned 
wagons,  stores,  guns,  caissons,  and  other  military  para- 
phernalia. In  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  con- 
fusion, regiments  got  intermixed,  and  wagons  and 
teams  hurried  on  through  the  marching  columns ;  and 
when  they  reached  Harrison's  Landing,  some  threw 
themselves  down  on  the  ground,  others  into  the  river 
to  quench  their  thirst. 


Captain  Joseph  O'Donohoe,  who  was  perhaps  one  of 
the  bravest  and  most  promising  officers  of  the  Brigade, 
was  a  native  of  Bantry,  County  Cork,  and  was  about 
twenty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
was  a  fine,  soldierly-looking  young  man,  full  of  a  laud- 
able ambition,  and  a  great  desire  to  distinguish  himself 
in  his  profession.  He  had  had  so  many  escapes  that 
he  had  almost  a  Turkish  belief  in  his  good  fortune,  and 
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upon  himself  as  one  of  the  foitonate,  who  were 
fated  to  pass  scathless  through  the  fiery  ordeal  of  war. 
^t  the  breaking  out  of  the  Bebellion,  he  joined  Mea- 
gher's company  of  Zouaves,  and  greatly  distinguished 
liimself  at  Manassas,  where  he  received  three  bullet^ 
lioles  through  his  clothes.   On  the  formation  of  the  Irish 
brigade,  General  Meagher  proffered  him  a  captaincy, 
and  he  served  in  all  the  battles  of  the  campaign,  always 
distinguishing  himself  at  the  head  of  his  command. 
He  was  a  brave,  devoted  soldier,  and  met  a  soldier's 
death ;  but  had  he  lived,  he  would  have  made  his  mark 
and  attained  a  high  position  in  his  profession. 


A  battle-field  is  full  of  thrilling  interest,  and  the  in- 
ddents  and  adventures  of  individuals  would  make  an 
interesting  volume. 

Lieutenant  John  H.  Donovan,  of  Company  D,  Sixty- 
ninth  Begiment,  afterwards  captain,  while  in  the  act 
of  charging  with  his  company,  was  shot  through  the 
right  eye,  the  bullet  going  out  through  the  ear  just 
under  the  brain,  and  was  left  for  dead.  Next  morning 
Generals  Hill  and  Magruder  went  round  to  the  several 
officers  and  demanded  their  side-arms  and  revolvers. 
On  coming  to  young  Donovan,  Hill  demanded  his. 
Donovan  replied  that  he  had  sent  them  to  his  regi- 
ment by  his  servant  aft;er  falling.  ^^I  think,"  said 
the   general,  ^^from  the    apparent   nature  of  your 
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wound,  you  won't   have    much    need  of    them  in 
future." 

"  I  think  differently,  general,"  rephed  the  other,  in- 
dignantly :  "  I  think  I  have  one  good  eye  left  yet,  and 
will  risk  that  in  the  cause  of  the  Union.  Should  I 
ever  lose  that,  I'll  go  it  blind  1" 

"  What  command  do  you  belong  to  ?" 

"  Meagher's  Irish  Brigade." 

^^  Oh,  indeed  I"  said  the  other,  passing  on. 

When  Lieutenant  Frank  Hacket  was  shot,  hisbrotih- 
er,  a  lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment,  raised  him  in 
his  arms  for  a  moment ;  but  finding  that  he  was  dead, 
gently  laid  him  down,  and  then  pressed  on  with  his 
regiment  into  the  middle  of  the  fight,  under  a  most 
terrific  fire.  After  the  fight  was  over,  he  at  once  re- 
turned to  the  body  of  his  younger  brother.  It  was 
then  dark,  yet  he  picked  out  the  body,  and  sat  down 
beside  it,  remaining  there  all  night,  with  none  but  the 
dead  and  badly  wounded  around  him.  When  day 
broke,  with  a  strength  and  depth  of  affection  that 
neither  death  nor  danger  could  weaken,  he  scooped 
out  a  grave  with  a  broken  bayonet,  his  sabre,  and 
his  hands,  for  he  could  find  neither  spade  nor  pick. 
Then  with  boards,  taken  from  an  old  honse  near, 
he  constructed  a  sort  of  rough  coffin,  placed  the 
body  of  his  brother,  wrapped  up  in  his  overcoat, 
in  it,  printed  a  last  kiss  on  the  cold  lips  as  a  few 
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honest  tears  streamed  from  his  eyes,  and  then  covered 
it  np. 

What  grander  spectacle  than  this  young  soldier 
burying  his  dead  brother,  threatened  by  the  advancing 
enemy,  the  rear  of  his  own  column  having  long  since 
disappeared? 

What  a  strong  evidence  of  the  true  affection  of  the 
old  Celtic  stock  is  this  love  that  follows  to  the  grave, 
and  beyond  it,  aU  that  is  near  and  dear  of  their  fnends  t 

I  have  seen  this  strong  love  displayed  in  many 
ways.  After  the  paymaster's  visit  the  chaplains'  tents 
were  usually  crowded  with  men  sending  remittances  to 
their  wives  and  families.  I  was  one  day  present  when 
a  man  handed  in  seventy-five  dollars. 

^^Why,  Jem,"  said  the  chaplain,  ^^  that's  all  your 
pay." 

^^  So  it  is,  your  reverence ;  but,  as  I  don't  smoke,  I 
don't  want  any  of  it,  and  shuie  they  might  want  it  at 
home." 

Such  is  the  spirit  of  remitting  money  to  their 
friends,  to  bring  them  out,  that  after  a  few  years  more, 
if  things  go  on  as  they  are,  all  the.  strong  bone  and 
manly  sinew  of  the  Irish  peasantry  will  be  turning  the 
wilderness  of  America  into  a  garden ;  building  up  the 
railways  and  the  conunerce  of  the  Great  Bepublic; 
leaving  their  own  native  land  to  the  sleek  oxen  and 
south-downs  of  the  Saxon. 
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A  rebel  colonel  at  the  battle  of  Malvem  Hill  seeing 
the  Irish  Brigade  sweeping  down  on  them,  cried  out: 
"  Steady,  boys,  here  comes  that  d — d  green  flag  again." 

Well,  the  boys  were  so  steady  that  few  of  them  left 
where  they  were ;  and  those  that  did,  tnmed  their  backs 
to  the  green  flag. 

The  night  after  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  the 
Eighty-eighth  was  again  so  close  npon  the  enemy  that 
some  rebel  oflScers  walked  into  their  lines,  and  were 
astonished  to  find  themselves  prisoners. 

A  soldier  whose  cheek  was  laid  open  with  a  bullet 
apologized  to  the  snrgeon  while  dressing  it : 

"Sure,  doctor,  I  wouldn't  come  to  yon  with  that 
little  scratch,  only  the  blood  was  blinding  me,  an'  as 
soon  as  you  have  it  all  right,  111  go  back  again  and 
have  another  shlap  at  the  rebels." 

"Is  it  badly  hnrt,  doctor?"  said  another,  as  the 
doctor  was  examining  his  arm,  which  was  shattered  by 
a  bullet. 

"  Yes,  indeed ;  it  must  be  amputated." 

"  Don't  say  so,  doctor  1  Wasn't  it  the  luck  it  wasn't 
my  right  arm?"    . 

An  Irish  color-bearer  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment, 
named  Sullivan,  finding  the  regiment  hard  pressed, 
and  the  colors  m  danger  of  fallmg  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  tore  it  from  the  staff  and  wrapped  it  around  his 
body  inside  his  overcoat. 
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He  was  badly  wounded,  and  fell,  but  managed  at 
night  to  creep  into  camp  witli  the  saved  colors  around 
him. 

Our  men  showed  the  greatest  fortitude  and  patience 
under  the  most  fearful  sufferings. 

"  Halloo,  captain !"  said  one  poor  fellow,  who  was 
having  his  arm  amputated,  to  his  captain,  who  was 
being  carried  by  on  a  stretcher.  "  Sorry  to  see  you ; 
hope  you're  not  badly  hit." 

"  Are  the  boys  pitching  into  them  ?"  exclaims  an- 
other, to  a  new  arrival  for  amputation. 

"  Begor,  that  cheer  revives  me ;  sure  I'd  know  it  in 
a  hundred ;  it's  our  boys  are  at  it  now,  and  faix  I  can't 
give  them  a  hand  either !"  exclaimed  a  prostrate  Irish- 
man, as  the  ringing  cheer  of  the  Brigade  saluted  his 
ears. 

"  Begor,  Jem,  they  have  aU  the  fun  to  themselves !" 

"  Sure,  then,  we  got  enough  of  it,"  replied  his  com- 
rade. 

^^Bedad,  and  that's  true,  Jem;  but  I'm  thinking  a 
good  many  of  them  will  come  to  visit  us  soon." 

'^  Maybe  so,  but  faix  some  of  them  will  get  the 
shortness  of  breath  before  then." 

Patrick  Dargan,  Company  E,  who  was  killed  at 
Savage  Station,  was  nephew  to  Dargan  the  great 
Irish  contractor. 

Poor  Dargan  was  a  brave  young  fellow,  and  had 
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previously  served  in  the  Papal  Brigade.  He  belonged 
to  the  rank  and  file — ^those  unknown  demigods  wlioBe 
names  seldom  or  never  find  their  way  into  print. 

The  bodies  of  the  Brigade  color-sergeants  were 
fonnd  with  their  hands  closed,  as  if  trying  to  retain 
the  colors  even  in  death.  But  their  comrades  had 
relieved  them,  ere  they  had  gone  on  the  long  march — 
true  to  the  last  to  their  trust — for  no  flag  of  the  Irish 
Brigade  has  ever  yet  emblazoned  a  rebel  display, 
though  they  captured  more  than  twenty  of  the 
enemy's. 

The  screaming  and  tearing  of  the  dreadful  missiles 
— ^bars  of  iron  about  eighteen  inches  long  and  six 
inches  diameter — from  the  Monitors,  struck  terror  into 
the  enemy's  lines.  It  seemed  as  if  a  mountain  could 
not  hide  one  from  such  dreadfdl  engines  of  death. 
They  mowed  down  trees,  cut  the  bodies  of  their 
victims  in  two,  and  added  not  a  little  to  the  confrision 
of  the  enemy,  by  their  deep  volcanic  shocks. 

In  a  few  days  the  troops  were  all  encamped  in  com- 
fortable quarters,  with  abundant  supplies  of  provisions 
and  clothing.  They  soon  forgot  their  late  labors  and 
fallen  companions,  and  b^an  to  enjoy  themselves,  as 
when  in  the  old  camp  near  Washington,  before  ever 
they  had  witnessed  the  horrors  of  a  battle-field.  Sut- 
lers, speculators,  and  peddlers,  who  had  been  fright 
ened   away  during  the  late  campaign,  had  now  re- 
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turned,  prepared  to  reap  a  golden  harvest,  and  a  stir- 
ring  scene  of  bustle,  traffic,  and  speculation  soon  fol- 
lowed. 

Tour  New  England  soldiers,  true  to  their  instincts 
of  making  "the  ahnighty  dollar,"  hawked  and 
traded  about  camp,  realizing  large  profits  out  of  small 
sales. 

The  Irish  soldier  seldom  joined  this  Shylock  class ; 
and  if  one  did,  he  was  sure  to  be  treated  with  scorn,  as 
if  a  disgrace  to  the  name  of  soldier  and  the  country  he 
came  from. 

A  person  rather  seedy  in  uniform,  with  a  strong 
Irish  accentj  and  well  laden  with  "  Yankee  notions,*' 
newspapers,  and  the  like,  was  passing  the  sentry  of  the 
Sixty-ninth,  crying  out  his  wares. 

" Arrah,  an'  are  you  a  soldier?"  asked  the  sentry, 
looking  at  him. 

"  Yes,"  replied  the  other,  looking  rather  sheepish. 

"Then  why  the  hell  do  ye  be  seen  peddlin'  ?  Sure, 
an'  you  ought  to  take  oflF  them  soldier's  clothes,  any 
way,  and  not  be  disgracing  the  uniform." 

"  Well,  you  see,  I  had  a  little  time  to  spare,  an'  a 
little  money,  an'  I  thought  I  might  turn  an  honest 
penny  like  the  rest,  you  see — " 

"  Git  out  of  this  quick,  or,  by  jabers,  Fll  make  a 
target  of  you.  Hell  blow  you  I  can't  you  leave  the 
peddling  to  the  Yankees — ta  Irish  soldier  disgradng 
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himBelf  peddling  like  any  Yank  1  Oil !" — ^and  the  in- 
dignant sentry  went  his  rounds,  in  order  to  cool  down 
his  boiling  indignation. 

Fathers  Scully  and  Ouellet,  who  remained  with  the 
wounded,  near  Savage  Station,  until  taken  by  the 
rebels,  returned  to  the  army  while  here.  They  were 
treated  with  courtesy  and  consideration  by  their  cap- 
tors. 

"  What  a  fine  lot  of  Tanks  we  have  got  to-day  P 
said  a  Confederate  oflScer  to  Father  Scully,  taking 
him  for  one  of  his  own. 

On  finding  out  his  mistake,  he  heartily  regretted  his 
levity,  and  apologized  in  the  most  handsome  manner. 

They  reported  Major  O'iN'eil,  who  was  captured  at 
Allen's  farm,  and  about  whose  fate  so  much  uncer- 
tainty existed,  in  good  health  and  spirits,  and  expect- 
ing to  be  exchanged  soon. 

Speaking  of  our  chaplains,  I  must  state  that  the 
Catholic  chaplain,  and,  in  most  cases,  the  doctors, 
never  left  the  field  while  they  had  a  duly  to  perform, 
but  cheerftilly  allowed  themselves  to  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands  sooner  than  neglect  the  spiritual  or 
temporal  welfare  of  our  brave  sufferers. 

After  the  army  reached  Harrison's  Landing,  McGlel- 
Ian  rode  through  the  lines,  and  was  everywhere  re- 
eeived  with  the  wildest  demonstrations.  One  would 
think  it  was  a  victorious  army,  resting  after  the  sue- 
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cess  of  their  campaigiis,  and  not  a  beaten  one,  fleeing 
to  a  place  of  safety. 

The  army  had  faith  in  McGlellan-;  thej  believed 
that  he  and  themselvee  and  the  conntry  were  all  sacri- 
ficed at  the  shrine  of  politics. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

The  anny  retreats  to  Harrison's  Landing;. — ^Its  encampments  there. — IMh 
in  camp. — Soiree  in  camp. — ^The  Major's  Story,  or  "The  Dying 
Friend." — A  review. — General  Meagher  goes  to  New  York  to  recruit 
the  Brigade. — His  reception  at  a  pnblio  meeting. — His  speech. — Death 
of  Temple  Emmet. — Brigade  oat  on  a  reconnoissance  near  Malvern 
Hill. — The  Brigade  on  the  march. — Brigade  gets  a  new  band. 

"  Most  disastronB  chances : 
Of  moying  accidents  by  flood  and  field ; 
Of  hair-breadth  'scapes  i'  the  imminent  deadly  breach ; 
Of  being  taken  by  the  insolent  foe." 

MoClellan's  position  was  now  a  strong  one,  protected 
by  the  gunboats  on  one  hand,  and  his  intrench- 
ments  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  at  other  points. 
The  blu£&  at  Berkley  were  peculiarly  well  adapted  for 
defence.  This  had  been  proved  during  the  Eevolution 
of  1776,  and  in  the  year  1812,  when  British  forces 
occupied  the  same  place. 

Lee  did  not  seem  inclined  to  press  the  Federal  troops 
here,  but  disposed  his  army  so  as  to  watch  their  move- 
ments. 

Finding  the  position  impregnable  and  the  troops 
well  prepared  to  defend  it,  the  enemy  feU  back,  and 
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commenced  the  erection  of  a  fort  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river,  from  which  they  could  open  on  McClel- 
lan's  camp.    This  attempt  was  foiled  by  the  gunboats. 

The  encampment  about  Harrison's  Landing  was 
both  picturesque  and  pleasant.  The  men  were  all 
provided  with  tents  and  a  change  of  clothing ;  and 
other  luxuries  and  comforts  were  supplied  for  the  well- 
being  of  the  soldiers. 

The  men  looked  clean  and  well  cared  for,  and  every 
thing  was  soon  restored  to  the  order  of  a  well-regu- 
lated camp.  Parades  and  company  drill,  regimental 
and  battalion,  were  again  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
canvas  castles  of  the  officers  were  erected  in  the  shade 
of  the  leafy  woods,  and  in  the  cedar  slopes  of  the 
hills. 

It  was  an  imposing  sight  to  see  a  long  stretch  of 
Gountiy,  rich  and  beautiful  as  the  sun  ever  shone 
upon;  lowlands  and  meadows,  fruitful  as  a  mother's 
love ;  the  deep  pine  and  cedar  forests ;  belts  of  woods 
whose  dark-green  foliage  contrasted  strongly  with  the 
white  tents ;  fields  lately  luscious  with  vines,  or  droop- 
ing with  amber-colored  com,  all  now  covered  over 
with  innumerable  white  tents,  laid  out  with  street-like 
precision,  with  regiments,  squadrons,  or  battalions  on 
parade  or  review,  with  martial  music  echoing  along 
the  hills  from  splendid  bands.  Add  to  this  the  James 
Biver,  flowing  on  in  majestic  grandeur ;  on  its  bosom 
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iDnnmerable  transports  and  steamersy  msliing  np  &^^ 
down,  with  the  gonboats  grimly  and  protectingly  loo^^ 
ing  on.      Such  was  the  encampment  at  Harrisom^i^ 
Landing, 

The  nights  were  surpassingly  fine.  No  fairy  tales 
of  magic  wonder,  nor  genii  power  of  Aladdin's  won- 
derful lamp  could  produce  any  thing  more  sublimely 
grand. 

.  Here,  in  this  eastern  clime,  the  nights  are  superb; 
the  moon  floats  grandly  through  a  clear,  azure  sky  of 
the  deepest  blue.  The  white  tents  glow,  and  the  bright 
arms  glimmer  in  the  moonshine,  while  the  river  looks  ' 
like  a  sea  of  molten  silver,  quivering  under  the  soft 
moonbeams. 

The  camp-fires  glimmer  like  so  many  lamps,  the 
bands  are  playing,  and  soft,  sweet  music  floats  from 
camp  to  camp,  while  song  and  mirth  and  laughter 
resound  from  many  a  tent  and  camp-fire. 

In  this  fair  and  fertile  land,  marred  by  man,  but 
blessed  by  God,  the  nights  and  days  passed  merrily. 
At  night  the  tents  resounded  with  laughter,  mu- 
sic, and  fun ;  by  day,  the  leisure  hours  were  spent 
riding  about,  or  visiting,  or  taking  a  cool  bath  in  the 
river. 

The  Insh  Brigade  was  not  backward  in  enjoying 
its  full  share  of  the  fun  and  merriment. 

We  will  introduce  our  readers  to  a  tent  full  of 
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officers,  who  are  enjoying  themselyes  with  songs,  jokes, 
and  drink. 

"  Why,"  asked  Captain  Gk>88on,  "  are  love  and  war 
so  closely  allied !  I  cannot  see  the  analogy  between 
them  at  all,  unless  it  be  that  one  leads  to  a  future 
being,  the  other  to  a  ftiture  world.'' 

^^  Bravo,  Jack  I  now  you  have  given  and  solved  a 
conundrum  in  the  same  breath.  It  is  always  said  and 
sung  that 

*  None  but  the  brave  deserve  the  fidr/  " 

ezdaimed  the  jolly  Blake  from  a  comer  of  the  tent. 

"That  may  be  very  well,"  replied  Captain  Jack, 
"  but  you  find  the  dear  creatures  seldom  trouble  their 
heads  much  about  a  fellow  if  he  gets  an  ounce  of  lead 
in  his  stomach ;  they  generally  bear  the  thing  with 
Christian  resignation,  and  console  themselves  by  pick- 
ing up  some  sensible  man  who  stayed  at  home  to  look 
after  them." 

"A  plague  on  such  cowards !"  said  another.  "Jack, 
you  are  losing  your  gallantry ;  didn't  you  see  how  they 
literally  buried  us  in  flowers?  As  for  .handkerchiefs,  I 
have  got  so  many  Marys  and  Seraphinas,  that  I 
would  have  a  larger  harem  than  the  Grand  Turk,  could 
I  but  marry  them  all." 

"All  very  fine;  it  reminds  me  of  a  hungry  man 
snuffing  at  a  delicious  feast,  while  some  sensible  fellows 


232  '^^^     IRISH     BRIGADE. 

walk  in  alid  eDJoy  the  banquet.   Bat  shove  that  bottle 
around :  it  is  a  long  time  between  drinks." 

^^  Wait,  Jack,  until  I  drink  your  good  health  first; 
by  Jove,  it  is  getting  near  the  bottom :  here,  my  dear 
fellow." 

''  Blake,  how  did  you  feel  at  Malvern  Hill  ?  I  saw  yon 
ducking  and  dodging  ballets  as  if  you  had  the  agne." 

"No,  Jack;  only  I  feel  you  are  joking,  I  think  I 
would  order  supper  for  one  and  pistols  for  two.  In 
truth,  I  must  confess  when  those  cursed  things  were 
whistling  around  my  ear  I  felt  like  Maurice  Quill,  and 
wished  that  my  greatest  enemy  was  kicking  me  down 
Broadway." 

"  My  greatest  adventure  there,"  said  Captain  Jack, 
^  was  with  one  of  our  worthy  sutlers.  I  don't  mean 
our  generous,  portly  friend  here,  O'Donoghue,  but 
daffan.  I  heard  he  had  a  load  of  wines,  and  brandies, 
and  Bourbon,  and  other  delightful  luxuries,  so  agree- 
able to  the  tastes  of  soldiers  in  general,  and  mine  in 
particular,  and  that  he  was  selling  them  at  exorbitant 
prices  in  the  rear.  I  went  to  the  general  and  told  him, 
^  It's  too  bad,  general ;  he  won't  have  a  drop  when  he 
comes  here.' 

"  '  Go,  captain,  and  order  the  villain  up.' 

"  Off  I  rode,  and  sure  enough,  there  he  was  with  a 
crowd  about  him,  selling  his  vile  rot-gut  whiskey  at 
five  dollars  a  bottle. 
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^^  ^  GlafiEao/ 1  exclaimed|  ^  bring  up  that  wagon,  and 
don't  sell  another  drop  here :  the  general  has  sent  me 
for  you.' 

"  ^  O  Loi*d !  Oaptain  Jack,  sure  you  would  not  ask 
xne :  the  shells  are  flying  about  there  like  hail.' 

«<  i  Why,  you  rascal,  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  that ; 
Pm  only  delivering  the  general's  orders,  and  you  know 
he  will  have  you  discharged  if  you  don't  go  up  at 
once.' 

^'  ^  Oh,  dear !  Oh,  dear  I  Oaptain,  if  you  take  the 
wagon  yourself,  you  can  drink  what  you  please.' 

*'  *  Come  on,  you  ruffian  ;  wouldn't  it  be  very  becom- 
ing for  me  in  my  regimentals  to  mount  your  old 
wagon,  and  a  battle  going  on  I' 

^'  ^  Oh,  dear!  Oh,  dear!  Captain,  stay  near  me,  any 
way.' 

^  He  lashed  his  team  for  the  hill,  where  the  troops 
were  drawn  up ;  and  as  we  went  along,  shells  came 
whistling  about.  When  one  would  burst  near  he'd 
exclaim,  ^  Oh,  oaptain  darling,  look  at  that  fellow : 
for  certain,  we'll  be  killed.' 

"*  Drive  on,  man ;  don't  be  frightened :  you  are  not 
the  first  man  killed  to-day.' 

« *  O  Lord  I  O  Lord  I  If  I  were  out  of  this—' 

"We  had  got  just  to  the  rear  of  the  Brigade,  when 
a  round-shot  tears  through  the  top  of  the  wagon.  Off 
ttXis  Olaffan  like  an  acrobat,  and  rolls  in  undw  the 
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wagon,  stretched  all-fours,  with  his  face  to  the 
ground.  Every  shot  and  shell  that  would  come  round 
he'd  kick  spasmodically,  hug  the  ground,  and  cry  out : 

*''OLord!  Tm  killed,  I'm  killed!  Oh,  Captain 
Jack  !  my  death  be  on  your  hands.  Oh,  there  is  an- 
other. Oh,  dear!  Oh,  dearl  Good  Lord,  deliver 
me!' 

"  I  at  once  sent  word  to  the  officers,  and  all  that  could 
took  a  run  do\vn  and  a  run  back  with  a  bottle,  while 
those  that  had  more  time  drank  and  feasted  on  cakes, 
canned  fruits,  cheese,  and  other  delicacies. 

"All  this  time  oar  friend  was  keeping  np  the  kicking 
under  the  wagon,  as  if  he  were  galvanized;  and  in 
order  to  keep  him  in  proper  ecstasies,  after  every  vol- 
ley, if  any  shot  or  shell  was  not  obliging  enough  to 
come  near,  we  were  sure  to  supply  the  deficiency  by 
rolling  a  round-shot  against  the  wagon,  or  near,  which 
sent  him  off  into  another  fit.  I  became  quite  gener- 
ous ;  invited  all  the  officers,  not  only  of  our  brigade, 
but  of  the  whole  division ;  gave  out  that  I  had  got  up 
the  whole  thing  myself,  and  I  declare  to  you,  there  is 
scarcely  an  officer's  tent  I  go  into  but  he  will  thank 
me  for  the  manner  in  which  I  stood  to  him  that  day. 

"  Why,  I  have  been  tight  ever  since,  on  the  strength 
of  the  sutler's  store." 

"  What  became  of  OlaflEan  ?" 

^'  We  moved  off  and  left  him  there.   The  rascal  after- 
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wards  bad  the  impndenoe  to  come  to  me  to  know  what 
had  become  ctf  his  load  of  stnfll'' 

"What  did  you  teU  himt" 

"  Why,  I  told  him,  the  villain,  that  I  was  no  satler's 
clerk  to  take  care  of  them,  and  to  get  out  with  himiself ^ 
or  else  I'd  ran  my  sword  through  him.  This  payment 
seemed  to  satisfy  him,  for  he  never  troubled  me  since." 

"Do  you  know,"  said  Major  Cavanagh,  ^'  I  feel  worse 
after  a  fight  than  while  engaged  in  it.  Whilst  actually 
engaged,  I  am  carried  away  by  the  excit^nent  and  a 
sense  of  duty,  so  I  forget  aU  its  dangers  and  hcnrors. 
After  Malvern  Hill,  when  we  were  falling-  back,  I 
came  across  a  young  office.  He  was  lying  up  against 
a  tree,  with  the  pallor  of  death  on  his  brow.  I  at 
once  saw  that  he  was  a  Ckmfederate  officer.  Some- 
thing in  his  appearance  struck  me.  So  I  alit,  gave 
him  a  drink  from  my  flask.  It  revived  him  a  little, 
and  he  muttered — 

*^'I  think  I  know  you;  aren't  you  James  Cava- 
nagh)' 

" '  I  am,  and  your  face  is  familiar  to  me.' 

"  *  Don't  you  remember  Arthur  Scanlon,  that  went 
South  isome  years  ago  ?' 

"^Scanlon,  Scanlon,  my  dear  friend,  is  this  you  ?  Oh, 
in  God's  name,  what  brought  yon  here  ?' 

"*Tou  know,  Cavanagh,  I  went  to  live  with  an 
unde  in  Charleston,  some  eight  years  aga    He  was  a 


236  ^^^     IBiaS    BRIGADE. 

bitter  rebel ;  so  was  every  one  I  associated  with,  and 
it  is  no  wonder  that  I  became  one.  I  joined  the  ranks ; 
was  commissioned  for  my  bravery ;  was  in  that  desper- 
ate  charge  in  the  morning.  But,  Cavanagh,  when  I 
saw  the  dear  old  green  flag,  my  heart  failed  me.  I 
was  almost  glad  to  have  ns  driven  back.  I  knew  it  was 
the  Irish  Brigade  did  it;  but  as  we  ifetreated  ye  fol- 
lowed with  a  vengeance,  and  I  was  shot  through  the 
breast,  and  here  I  am.' 

^^^  AlasI  alas!  dear  old  friend  I  it  is  too  bad  that  wb 
Irishmen  should  be  killing  one  another,  and  we  so 
much  wanted  at  home.  Bnt  can  I  do  any  thing  for 
you  I    Let  me  bandage  your  wounds.' 

"*No,  Cavanagh,  it's  no  use.  I  have  but  a  few 
minutes  to  live,  and  if  you  remain  long  here,  youTl 
fidl  into  the  hands  of  our  men.' 

"  *No,  my  dear  fellow.  III  not  leave  you !' 

^^He  took  my  hand  and  squeezed  it,  and  I  thought  a 
tear  stole  down  his  pale  cheeks. 

"  *  Go,  dear  Cavanagh,  go.  But  whisper,  when  did 
you  see  Kate V 

***  Before  I  left  New  York.' 

"  *  Ton  know  we  were  to  be  married  when  the  war 
broke  out  V 

"  a  know  all— all  1' 

« '  Is  she  stm  true,  Cavanagh  V 

^  ^  Faithful,  as  a  true  woman  should  be.' 
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*^  ^  God  bloBS  her  ?  he  murmured. 
.  ^  ^  Oavanagh,  will  you  give  her  these,  and  tell  her, 
that  with  my  last  breath  I  blesaed  her?' 

^^I  took  the  locket,  containing  a  curl  of  his  dark 
hair  and  a  photograph  likeness  of  himself,  and 
promised  to  do  so. 

^^Her  hair  and  photograph  were  pressed  on  his 
breast;  he  kissed  them,  and  then  lay  back.  I  was 
holding  up  his  head. 

^^  ^  Go,  Cavanagh,  they're  coming.  God  bless  her  I 
Don't  forget  I'  he  whispered,  and  his  eyes  closed. 

^^  I  laid  him  back  gently  on  the  grass,  closed  his 
eyes,  kissed  his  cold  lips,  and  jumped  on  my  horse,  for  I 
hettrd  the  enemy's  cavalry  dashing  up  the  road,  within 
a  few  hundred  yards  of  me.   I  have  sent  the  locket  and 

photograph  to  Kate ^  and  when  I  go  to  New  York 

I  will  tell  her  how  her  brave  but  misguided  lover  died." 

^^  That  was  a  sad  case,"  said  another,  but  scarcely 
as  bad  as  one  that  occurred  in  my  company.  I  had  a 
Sergeant  Driscoll,  a  brave  man,  and  one  of  the  best 
shots  in  the  Brigade.  When  changing  at  Malvern 
Sill,  a  company  was  posted  in  a  clump  of  trees,  who 
kept  up  a  fierce  fire  on  us,  and  actually  charged  out  on 
our  advance.  Their  officer  seemed  to  be  a  daring, 
reckless  boy,  and  I  said  to  Driscoll,  'If  that  officer  is 
not  taken  down,  many  of  us  will  Ml  before  we  pass 
that  clump.' " 
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^^  Leave  that  to  me,"  said  DriscoII ;  so  he  raised  Iiis 
ijfle,  and  the  moment  the  officer  exposed  himself  again 
bang  went  Driscoll,  and  over  went  the  officer,  his  ccmi- 
pany  at  once  breaking  away. 

^^  As  we  passed  the  place  I  said,  ^  Driscoll,  see  if 
that  officer  is  dead — ^he  was  a  brave  fellow.' 

^^  T  stood  looking  on.  Driscoll  turned  him  over  on 
his  back.  He  opened  his  eyes  for  a  moment,  and 
faintly  murmured  ^  Father,'  and  closed  them  foreyer. 

"  I  will  forever  recollect  the  frantic  grief  of  Driscoill ; 
it  was  harrowing  to  witness  it.  He  was  his  son,  who 
had  gone  South  before  the  war." 

"  And  what  became  of  Driscoll  afterwards  f 

"  Well,  we  were  ordered  to  charge,  and  I  left  him 
there ;  but,  as  we  were  closing  in  on  the  enemy,  he 
rushed  up,  with  his  coat  off,  and,  clutching  his  mus- 
ket, charged  right  up  at  the  enemy,  calling  on  the 
men  to  follow.  He  soon  fell,  but  jumped  up  again* 
We  knew  he  was  wounded.  On  he  dashed,  but  he 
soon  rolled  over  like  a  top.  When  we  came  up  he 
was  dead,  riddled  with  bullets." 

Thus  the  days  and  nights  passed  over  as  we  enjoyed 
ourselves  as  none  but  soldiers  can.  The  monotony  of 
camp-life  was  broken  by  a  review.  Mcdellaa  was 
received  with  the  same  wild  cheers  and  deep  devotioiii 
that  has  always  characterized  the  soldiers'  lore  ftr 
their  idolized  general. 
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On  the  S&d  of  ^vHj  Hie  earps  ^armie  of  General 
Snnmer  was  paraded  early  in  the  morning  on  the 
plain,  a  little  above  the  landing,  and  reviewed  by  Gen- 
eral Snmner  on  the  same  place  at  a  later  hour  of  the 
forenoon.  General  McClellan  and  a  portion  of  his 
staff  were  present.  In  the  absence  of  General  Kich- 
ardson,  who  was  enjoying  the  breeze  of  Old  Point 
0<»nfort,  General  French  conunanded  the  division ; 
and  in  the  absence  of  General  Meagher,  in  New  York 
on  special  service,  at  the  request  of  Generals  McClel- 
lan and  Snmner,  Colonel  Nugent  being  still  cchi- 
fined  to  his  hut,  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Eelly  oom- 
manded  the  Irish  Brigade.  The  Sixty-ninth,  under 
command  of  Major  Cavanagh ;  the  Twenty-ninth, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Bumes;  the  Sixty-third,  Captain 
O'Neill;  and  the  Eighty-eighth,  under  command  of 
Major  Quinlan,  were  out  at  an  early  hour.  Shortly 
after  six  o'clock  the  raiments  were  in  line  and  und^ 
anns  on  their  own  parade-ground,  from  whence  they 
inarched  to  and  forward  upon  the  plain  aforesaid, 
and  were  in  position  between  seven  and  eight  o'clock. 
The  ground  selected  was  quite  extensive,  and  very 
weU  suited  for  the  formation  and  inspection  of  troops. 
This  was  followed  by  a  review  of  the  whole  army  by 
the  President,  which  admits  of  very  little  difference, 
excepting  in  the  number  of  troops  reviewed.  It  was 
painfal  and  sad,  indeed,  to  survey  the  scuit  lines  and 
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the  great  gaps  made  bj  time  and  death,  by  jiestflenoe 
and  the  bullet,  when  one  remembers  how  buoyant  and 
fiill  of  hope  they  were  on  leaving,  in  the  month  of 
March,  the  banks  of  the  river  from  which  the  anny 
takes  its  name.  One  conld  not  help  recalling  to  mind 
the  labors,  the  marches,  the  battles  of  these  brave  batr 
talions.  And  the  eye,  with  a  kind  of  rapt  wonder, 
followed  them  from  Camp  California  across  the  mnlti- 
tudinons  and  magnificent  beauties  of  the  Potomac 
Biver  to  Manassas  and  Bull  Bun — ^the  everlasting 
mountains  now  in  sight,  and  looming,  like  the  clondB 
from  their  eminence,  down  upon  u&~onward  to  Wanen- 
ton  and  the  Bappahannock.  Then  the  weary  mardi 
back  again  to  Alexandria,  the  embarkation,  the  jour- 
ney down  the  Potomac,  the  delay  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
the  landing  at  Ship  Point,  the  capture  of  Yori^town : 
more  fighting  and  more  marching  into  the  interior  of 
the  land;  many  days  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Chickahominy ;  the  battle  of  the  1st  of  June ;  their 
picket  duty,  skirmishing  and  exploiting  for  six-and- 
twenty  days ;  then  the  brilliant  week  of  battles,  and 
the  last  march. 

When  it  became  evident  that  the  troops  would  re- 
main inactive  some  time  at  Harrison's  Landing,  G^eral 
Meagher  solicited  leave  from  Generals  Sumner  and 
McClellan  to  go  to  New  York  in  order  to  recmit  the 
Brigade.    This  was  granted.    His  reception  there  was 
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a  perfect  ovation.  I  think  I  cannot  give  a  better  idea 
of  the  nnanimity  and  harmony  that  seemed  to  actuate 
all  classes  to  recruit  the  Brigade  than  by  giving  the 
particulars,  with  a  synopsis  of  General  Meagher's 
speech  on  the  occasion. 

Previous  to  the  adjournment,  Charles  Kirkland, 
Esq.,  presented  General  Meagher  with  a  check  for  one 
hundred  pounds  to  aid  the  recruiting  of  the  Brigade. 

On  the  evening  of  July  25,  pursuant  to  a  call  issued 
by  the  Irish  Brigade  Committee,  a  mass  meeting  of 
citizens  of  Irish  birth  and  extraction  was  held  in  tbe 
armory  of  the  Seventh  E^iment,  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  over 
Tompkins  Market,  the  use  of  which  was  given  specially 
for  the  purpose  by  Colonel  Stephens.  Eight  o'clock 
was  the  hour  fixed  for  the  organization  of  the  meeting, 
but  long  before  that  time  the  vast  room  (the  largest  in 
the  city,  capable  of  holding  about  five  thousand  per- 
sons) was  crowded  to  such  a  degree  that  large  numbers, 
unable  to  bear  the  excessive  heat,  were  compelled  to 
go  away.  Their  places,  however,  were  as  quickly  sup- 
plied by  new-comers ;  so  that  up  to  the  termination  of 
the  proceedings,  the  room  was  crowded  to  its  utmost 
capacity. 

Shortly  after  eight  o'clock  General  Meagher  entered 
the  room,  and  was  conducted  to  the  platform  amid  the 
wildest  outbursts  of  popular  enthusiasm.  The  cheer- 
ing and  waving  of  hats  and  handkerchiefs  continued 

11 
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for  several  minutes,  and  was  gracefiillj  acknowledged 
by  the  distinguished  object  of  this  genuine  Xrish  ova- 
tion. General  Meagher  was  in  uniform,  and  was  ac- 
companied by  lieutenant-Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  Ma- 
jor Warrington,  Captain  Jasper  Whitty ;  Lieutenante 
Egan,  Bums,  and  O'Connor;  John  Savage,  Esq.; 
Judge  Mitchell,  Honorable  Samuel  Sloan,  John 
Bryan,  Esq. ;  Daniel  Devlin,  Esq.,  and  others. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Daniel  DevUn, 
Esq.,  one  of  the  committee,  who  proposed  that  the 
chair  be  taken  by  the  Honorable  Samuel  Sloan,  which 
was  carried  by  acclamation*  John  Savage,  Esq.,  was* 
appointed  secretary. 

The  chairman  then  briefly  explained  the  object  of 
the  meeting,  which  was  to  second  the  appeal  made  for 
re-enforcements  on  behalf  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  who 
had  so  nobly  sustained  the  credit  of  their  race  in  the 
Army  of  the  Eepublic. 

He  said  that  letters  of  apology  had  been  received 
from  Honorable  James  T.  Brady,  William  and  John 
O'Brien,  Esq's,  and  other  gentlemen,  who  were  pre- 
vented from  being  present ;  but  as  he  knew  how  im* 
patient  they  were  to  hear  their  distinguished  country^ 
man,  he  would  not  detain  them,  but  would  now 
introduce  Brigadier-General  Thomas  Francis  Meagher, 
When  silence  was  at  length  restored,  Gbnefal  Meagher 
spoke  as  follows : 
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"  Fellow-coimtrymen  arid  fellow-citizens. — The  cor- 
^lial  and  enei^tic  spirit  displayed  by  this  great  meet- 
ing gratifies  me  beyond  expression.  Would  to  Hearen 
that  the  cheers  which  have  leaped  exnltingly  from  so 
many  Irigh  hearts  to-night  were  heard  in  a  certain 
camp  on  the  James  Biver,  where,  at  this  honr,  the  three 
green  flags  that  were  proudly  borne  down  Broadway 
seven  months  ago  are  furled,  in  all  their  torn  beauty, 
over  the  brave  fellowB  who  held  them  aloft  in  the 
fierce  storms  that  have  lately  made  this,  to  thousands, 
»  fetal  Bummer  in  Virginia.  Deep  and  glowing,  in- 
deed,  would  be  .the  gratitude,  the  pride,  the  exultation, 
with  which  such  cheers  would  overflow  that  camp; 
and  many  are  the  little  privations,  many  the  severe 
duties,  great  the  fiitigue,  and  great  the  exhaustion, 
which  would  be  forgotten  in  the  conviction  they  would 
bring,  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  fighting 
beyond  the  Potomac  to  maintain  the  authority  of  the 
American  Government,  were  the  favorites  and  idols  of 
every  Lrish  home  in  this  vast  city.  This  meeting  has 
been  called  for  the  transaction  of  business — called  to 
adopt  the  speediest  measures  to  fill  up  the  exhausted 
ranks  of  the  Irish  Brigade ;  and  it  would  be  out  of 
place  for  me  to  relate  the  story  which  justifies  me  in 
accepting  for  the  Irish  Brigade,  as  a  just  reward,  and 
nothing  more,  the  praises  and  applause  you  have  be- 
stowed.   Time  will  not  permit  me  to  do  so,  neither  will 
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the  urgent  demands  and  necessities  of  the  public  servioe, 
the  national  cause,  and  growing  boldness  of  the  enemy. 
Hereafter  I  may  have  an  opportimity  to  speak  of  the 
patient  and  vigorous  endurance,  the  cheerful  activity, 
the  order  on  the  march,  the  vigilance  on  picket, 
the  alacrity  to  push  on  and  re-enforce,  the  grandeiar 
of  the  line  of  battle,  the  unwavering  steadiness  of 
the  advance,  the  precision  and  rapidity  with  wbidi 
volley  after  volley  was  poured  in  upon  the  foe,  the  im- 
petuosity and  desperation  of  the  charge — which  was  a 
dazzling  defiance  of  death  itself,  where  death  was  most 
supreme.  Of  these  traits  and  features,  of  these  high 
qualities  and  doings  of  the  Irish  Brigade  I  may  here- 
aft;er  speak,  when,  as  I  fervently  pray,  the  colors  of  the 
Sixty-ninth,  the  Eighty-eighth,  and  the  Sixty-third, 
suspended  in  some  public  edifice — ^revered  objects  of 
interest  and  pride  to  every  patriotic  citizen — shall,  in 
their  solemn  repose,  announce  that  peace  has  once 
again  possessed  the  land,  and  that  the  golden  sheaf  of 
plenty  has  replaced  the  lightnings  of  devastation  in  the 
talons  of  the  eagle. 

"The  Sixty-ninth,  commanded  by  Colonel  Bobert 
Kugent — ^than  whom  a  more  accomplished  or  gallant 
officer  the  volunteer  service  does  not  possess — is  re- 
duced to  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  men.  This 
noble  regiment  went  into  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  on 
the  Ist  of  June,  seven  himdred  and  fifty  strong.   Since 
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that  day,  the  day  on  which  it  won  its  first  laurels,  it 
has  lost  four  hundred  and  ten  brave  fellows.  The 
Eighty-eighth—of  which  the  command,  in  the  absence 
of  my  friend,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  whom 
the  swamp-fever  struck  down  upon  the  field  of  battle — 
was  most  intelligently  and  gallantly  maintained  by 
Major  Quinlan  all  through  the  tempestuous  march  from 
Fair  Oaks  to  Malvern  Hill ;  and  who  still  maintains 
it  with  a  spirit  that  does  credit  to  himself,  whilst  it 
contributes  to  the  efficiency  and  reputation  of  the  regi- 
ment— the  Eighty-eighth  has  just  four  hundred  men 
fit  for  duty.  It  has  lost  more  than  two  hundred  splen- 
did fellows,  and  among  them  I  grieve  in  my  heart  to 
think  there  were  such  brilliant,  handsome,  chivah*ous 
young  Irishmen  as  Captain  Joseph  O'Donoghue  and 
Lieutenants  Donovan  and  OahiU — ^well-bred,  high- 
toned,  talented,  fearless  young  Irishmen — of  whose 
services  the  most  martial  and  imperial  nation  might 
well  feel  proud.  By  the  way,  I  should  state  that  the 
first  of  the  two  last  named  has  jast  turned  up — come 
back  to  life,  in  fact — ^as  I  learned  by  a  letter  I  received 
a  few  hours  since,  and  which  I  shall  read  for  you  as  an 
evidence  of  the  unfaltering  spirit  that  animates  every  sol- 
dier of  the  Irish  Brigade,  even  in  the  very  jaws  of  death." 
General  Meagher  then  read  the  following  letter, 
during  the  perusal  of  which  he  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted by  the  applause  which  it  elicited : 


\ 
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BxLLBYUX  Hospital,  Nbw  York  GnT, 
Jaly  26,  1862. 

Bbloyed  Gsnebal  : — ^I  cannot  describe  to  jou  the  pride  and  con- 
tentment I  experienced  on  ascertaining  tliroagh  the  newspapers  the 
news  of  joui  arrival  in  this  dtj,  as  I  then  felt  assured  that  jon  had 
escaped  the  storm  of  Jaly  let  unharmed,  notwithstanding  your  ex- 
posed and  conspicDons  position,  while  leading  your  gallant  band  to 
the  contest.  I  came  here  on  the  Vanderbilt.  I  was  a  prisoner  in 
Richmond  for  eighteen  days,  daring  which  time  I  snfibred  intensely 
fiom  mj  wounds,  the  humiliation  of  being  in  rebel  hands,  and  a 
scorching  fever;  but  when  delivered  £rom  the  contagion  of  their 
despotic  atmosphere,  and  placed  once  more  under  the  "  Old  Flag," 
I  became  revived  and  refreshed,  and  have  been  on  the  gain  ever 
since. 

I  received  a  very  severe  wound  during  our  second  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  while  in  the  act,  with  other  officers,  of  rallying  our 
left  wing,  which  was  being  hard  pressed,  and  on  the  point  of  being 
outflanked  by  a  numerous  force  of  the  enemy.  The  ball  carded 
away  a  part  of  the  right  ear,  entering  the  skull  and  passing  through 
the  right  eye,  totally  destroying  it.  When  taken  to  the  hoepita], 
the  doctors  pronounoed  it  &tal,  but  I  was  determined  not  to  "give 
up  the  ship."  Next  morning,  the  2d  July,  I  found  myself  totally 
eclipsed,  and  remained  so  for  four  days.  Generals  Hill  and  Magru- 
der  visited  the  wounded  the  morning  after  the  battle.  G^nenl 
Hill  went  round  to  the  several  officers,  and  demanded  thdr  side- 
arms  and  revolvers,  which  they  delivered  up  with  reluctance.  The 
general  demanded  mine.  I  told  him  I  had  taken  occasion  to  have 
them  sent  to  my  regiment  the  night  previous.  He  replied  that, 
from  the  apparent  nature  qf  my  wounds,  I  wouldn't  have  much  need 
of  them  in  the  future.  I  told  him  that  I  had  one  good  eye  left,  and 
that  I  would  still  risk  it  in  the  cause  of  the  old  Union ;  and  that, 
should  &te  deprive  me  of  that,  I  would  "  go  it  blind,"  until  rebd- 
llon  was  put  down,  and  the  supremacy  of  the  Federal  Government 
established.  He  asked  me  the  name  of  my  regiment.  I  told  him 
the  name  of  my  regiment  and  brigade  with  the  greatest  pride,  when 
the  general  quietly  passed  away.    I  was  told  at  Biohmond,  tbal  had 
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they  known  the  predse  wliexeabonts  of  the  Irish  Brigade  on  the 
field,  thej  would  have  sent  a  whole  division  to  take  itself  and  Gen- 
eral Meagher  prisoners,  and  hang  the  "exiled  traitor"  from  the 
highest  tree  in  Richmond.  I  told  them  that  they  would  need  sever- 
al divisions  to  aocomplisb  that  job,  and  that  even  then  thej  couldn't 
doit. 

I  am  pleased  to  tell  jou  that  Major  O'Neill  is  unharmed,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  hroise  in  the  arm,  from  a  piece  of  shell.  He  is 
a  prisoner  in  Richmond,  in  company  with  Generals  McCall,  Rey- 
nolds, and  numerous  other  officers.  The  major  visited  me  under  a 
goaord  as  an  escort.  He  felt  rather  indisposed,  and  as  uneasy  as  a 
caged  tiger.  I  am  much  grieved  at  our  heavy  losses,  but  heartily 
pioad  that  we  have  maintained  the  honor  of  the  two  flags  which  we 
so  proudly  and  jealously  bore,  as  well  as  the  military  pr0«^^0  of  our 
noble  old  race.  In  conclusion,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  esteemed 
general,  your  odedient  servant, 

John  H.  Donovan,  Lieutenant, 

Company  D,  69th  Regiment,  Irish  Brigade. 

To  Brigadier-General  T.  F.  Mbaghbb. 

"The  Sixty-third  requires  at  least  two  hundred  re- 
cruits to  gire  it  an  effeetiye  strength  of  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  nien — ^the  minimum  strength  required  of  an 
infantry  raiment.  Even  partially,  then,  to  re-enforce 
these  three  regiments  of  the  Irish  Brigade — to  give  to 
each  of  them  merely  the  minimum  strength  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  men — ^we  stand  in  need  of  one 
thousand  men  at  the  very  least 

"  I  have  heard  it  said,  however,  that  the  Irish  Brigade 
wa8  overworked.  I  emphatically  deny  it.  It  had  no 
more  marching  to  do  than  other  brigades — ^no  more, 
for  instance,  than  that  commanded  by  General  French, 


248  T^^     IBI8H    BBTGADE. 

one  of  the  perfect  gentlemen  and  accomplislied  officers 
of  the  army,  and  which  brigade  I  here  particularly 
mention ;  for  we  had  the  honor  and  satisfaction  of 
being  associated  with  it  in  many  hardships,  in  many 
dangers,  and  in  more  than  one  bold  enterprise  and 
bright  saccess.  The  Irish  Brigade,  in  the  way  of 
marching,  did  no  more  than  this  Brigade  did;  nor  did 
it  do  any  more  duty  in  the  trenches  or  on  picket  than 
the  brigades  of  Caldwell  and  Sickles ;  nor  was  it  more 
exposed  to  the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate — ^to  the 
dampness,  to  the  miasma,  to  the  drenching  rain,  or  the 
deadening  sun  of  the  foul  lowlands  in  front  of  Rich- 
mond— than  any  other  brigade  along  the  line.  Ah ! 
but  it  did  more  fighting,  and  it  is  that  which  reduced 
its  ranks.  Well,  whose  fault  is  that  ?  K  Irishmen 
had  not  long  ago  established  for  themselves  a  reputa- 
tion for  fighting,  with  a  consummate  address  and  a 
superlative  ability ;  if  it  had  not  long  ago  been  ac- 
cepted, the  world  over,  as  a  gospel  truth,  that  Qalway 
beats  Bannagher,  and  Bannagher  beats  the  devil ;  and 
if  the  boys  of  the  Irish  Brigade  had  not,  with  an  un- 
toward innocence,  shown  themselves,  the  first  chance 
they  had,  as  trustworthy  as  their  blessed  old  sires,  and 
just  as  eager  and  ravenous  for  a  fight  as  that  magnifi- 
cent old  heathen  from  Connaught,  the  last  unbaptized 
monarch  of  Ireland,  who  ran  wild  about  Europe,  dar- 
ing every  son  of  a  Goth  or  Frank  to  tread  on  his  coat- 
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tails,  until  he  came  dap  np  against  the  Alps,  where  he 
went  off  in  a  flash ;  if  it  was  not  for  this,  yon  maj 
depend  on  it,  the  Irish  Brigade  would  not  have  had 
any  more  fighting  to  do  than  any  one  else.  Had  the 
boys  wavered  a  bit  at  Fair  Oaks ;  had  they  made  a 
copy  of  the  battle-field,  and  written  ^  skedaddle'  in- 
side and  ohtside  the  lines  on  the  largest  scale,  followed 
np  by  the  invigorating  assurance  that  ^  he  who  runs 
away  lives  to  run  another  day ;'  had  the  boys  of  the 
Irish  Brigade  just  done  this,  you  may  depend  on  it  the 
heroic  old  Sumner  would  never  have  asked  us,  as  he 
rode  along  the  front,  ^Are  the  Green  Flags  ready?' 
Nor  would  the  gallant  Fitz-John  Porter  have  kindled 
into  rapture,  as  he  did  on  Malvern  Hill,  as  the  ^  Irish 
hurrah'  came  sweeping  through  the  flame  and  roar  of 
the  battle  from  the  rear ;  nor  would  the  Mississippian 
colonel  have  exclaimed,  as  the  Eighty-eighth  burst  to 
the  front,  ^  Here's  that  damned  green  flag  again.'  Nor 
would  Gbneral  McClellan,  the  indomitable  young  chief 
and  glory  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  have  thanked 
the  soldiers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  as  he  did  on  the  4th 
of  July,  for  ^  their  superb  conduct  in  the  field' — those 
are  the  very  words  he  used ;  nor  would  he  have  ex- 
pressed the  wish,  as  he  ardently  did  on  the  same 
occasion,  that  he  had  twenty  thousand  more  of  them. 
There's  not  a  doubt  or  question  of  it,  it  was  the  fight- 
ing did  all  the  mischief  to  us,  and  nothing  else. 

11* 
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"Somebody,  however,  asks  me  if  Biekdess   won't 
account  for  some  of  it?   I  resent  the  impatation.    The 
Irish  Brigade  maintains  the  character  of  being  the 
healthiest  as  well  as  the  quietest  brigade  in  the  Armj 
of  the  Potomac.   Dr.  Hammond,  the  Medical  JDirector 
of  Sumner's  corps,  congratulated  me  on  the  fact.     1 
am  not  a  whit  healthier  or  stronger  than  hundreds  and 
hundreds  of  men  in  the  Brigade,  nor  have  I  had  one 
whit  more  ease  or  comfort  than  most  of  them.    Often- 
times, indeed,  I  have  been  worse  off;  for  oftentimes  I 
have  been  puzzled  as  to  where  I  could  get  a  morsel  of 
breakfast  or  dinner,  the  brigade  commissary  being 
compelled  to  supply  the  men  with  sound  and  8nf9cient 
rations,  while  it  is  optional  with  him  to  accommodate 
the  officers  or  leave  it  alone.    The  latter  is  geno'ally 
considered  the  less  hazardous  and  inconvenient  altemsr 
tive  for  our  intrepid  dispensers  of  molasses  and  beans 
to  adopt    The  sutlers,  on  the  other  hand,  who,  in  the 
more  tranquil  and  confident  scenes  of  a  campaign, 
drive  a  brisk  and  fearless  trade,  abruptly  vanish  the 
moment  the  first  gun  intimates  a  change  in  the  per- 
formance ;  and  the  most  ponderous  of  them,  taking  to 
himself  the  wings  of  the  morning,  or  it  may  be  the 
wings  of  the  night,  placidly  alights  on  the  trotboyr^  of 
Baltimore,  where  he  remains  in  luxurious  security  un- 
til,  the  tempest  being  over,  he  pounces  once  more  on 
his  prey.    Now,  it  is  on  these  fountains  of  plenty  that 
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'We  officers,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  hare  to 
depend ;  and  if  the  liberality  of  the  one  and  the  hero- 
ism of  the  other  should  suddenly  fail,  you  can  easily 
imagine  into  what  a  desolate  vacuity  some  of  us  may 
sometimes  be  pitched,  in  a  country  destitute  of  hen- 
coops and  dairies,  and  all  the  other  little  essential 
accessories  to  the  felicity  of  an  Arcadian  pic-nic  under 
arms.  If,  however,  notwithstanding  all  we  hare  su& 
fered  in  this  way,  the  bloom  of  health  is  still  richly 
imprinted  on  our  cheeks,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  infer 
that  the  health  of  others,  equally  as  well  built  and  full- 
blooded,  who  have  not  been  compelled  to  undergo 
such  privations  and  trials  of  appetite,  is  not  lees 
exuberant. 

^^  Irishmen,  since  neither  insufficient  nor  unsound 
food,  nor  insufficient  clothing,  nor  excess  of  work,  nor 
disease^  nor  any  injustice,  blunder,  or  neglect  has  been 
the  cause  of  those  red  gaps  in  the  ranks  dT  the  Brigade 
which  this  day,  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  New  World, 
transmits  the  military  reputation  of  our  race,  and  so 
redeems^  by  a  page  of  honest  valor,  the  contemporary 
history  of  a  people  from  whose  political  sceptre,  in  the 
ancient  palace,  the  pride  and  power  seem  to  have 
passed  away — since  to  their  own  fidelity,  their  own  cour- 
age, their  own  utter  disregard  of  life  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  the  declination  is  owing,  which  I  have 
come  here  to  endeavor  to  repair,  and  nnce  it  should 
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be  the  vehement  desire  and  the  intense  ambition  of 
every  Irislunan,  who  has  one  chord  within  him  that 
vibrates  to  the  traditions  of  that  old  lyric  and  martial 
land  of  his,  not  to  permit  its  flag,  so  vividly  emblem- 
atic of  the  verdure  of  its  soil,  and  the  immortality  of 
its  iidth,  to  be  compromised  in  any  jnst  struggle  in 
which  it  is  displayed — since  these  things  are  so,  I  here 
this  night  call  upon  my  countrymen  in  this  city  to 
throw  themselves  forward,  and  pledging  themselves  in 
life  and  death  to  it,  to  stand  to  the  last  by  that  noble 
little  brigade  which  has  been  true  to  its  military  oath, 
true  to  the  Kepublic,  against  the  enemies  of  which  it 
strikes,  true  to  the  promises  of  its  unfaltering  friends, 
and  true  to  the  memories,  the  pride  and  hopes  of 
Ireland.  Come,  my  countrymen,  fling  yourselves 
with  a  generous  passion  into  the  armed  lines  over 
which  waves,  with  achieved  and  admitted  honor,  the 
flag  that  was  once  borne  in  wrath  and  triimiph  by  the 
O'Neill  beyond  the  mountains  and  the  fords  of  Ulster 
against  the  stateliest  and  most  stalworth  foes  of  the 
Irish  race — ^the  flag  which  flew  in  defiance  from  the 
walls  of  Limerick,  until  neither  towers  of  granite  nor 
hearts  of  oak  could  avail  for  life  and  freedom — ^the  flag 
which  Eobert  Emmet — the  last  of  the  consecrated 
martyrs  of  our  race,  lavished  his  wealth,  his  genius,  his 
life,  and,  above  all,  denied  himself  eternally  the 
promised  happiness  of  a  home  radiant  with  the  light 
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and  love  of  a  wife  in  harmony  with  his  own  grand 
nature,  so  that  he  might  plant  it  high  above  the 
stronghold  of  the  enemy  of  his  eonntry,  and  from  that 
eminence  announce  to  the  world,  through  the  flashings 
of  its  emerald  folds,  the  redemption  of  what  in  history 
may  be  one  of  the  oldest,  but  which  in  resources,  in 
hope,  in  faith,  in  heart,  in  all  that  infrises  and  perpetu- 
ates a  national  vitality,  will  ever  be  the  youngest  nation 
of  the  world.  Come,  my  countrymen,  one  more  effort, 
magnanimous  and  chivalrous,  for  the  Kepublic,  which 
to  thousands  and  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  you  has  been  a  shelter,  a  home,  a  tower  of  impr^- 
nable  security,  a  pedestal  of  renown  and  a  palace  of 
prosperity,  after  the  worrying,  the  scandals,  and  the 
shipwreck  that,  for  the  most  part,  have  been  for  many 
generations  the  implacable  destiny  of  our  race.  Come, 
my  coxmtrymen,  in  the  name  of  Eichard  Montgomery, 
who  died  to  assert  the  liberty,  and  in  the  name  of 
Andrew  Jackson,  who  swore  by  the  Eternal  to  uphold 
the  authority  of  the  nation.  As  you  exult  in  the  gal- 
lantry of  James  Shields — and  as  you  point  with  the 
highest  pride  to  the  staunch  loyalty,  the  patient 
courage,  and  stem  nerve  of  Michael  Corcoran — and  as 
each  and  all  of  you  should  emulate  their  example, 
as  you  are  inspired  by  it,  follow  me  to  the  James 
Biver,  and  there  oast  your  fortunes  with  that  Brigade 
which,  to  the  credit  and  glory  of  Ireland,  has  already, 
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on  seven  battle-fields,  proved    its  devotion    to  to^ 
Republic,  under  the  command  and  chieftainship  of  th^ 
fearless,  the  gifted,  the  indomitable  young  general 
the    Army    of    the    Potomac — General    Q-eorge   BJ 
McClellan — ^to  whom  that  army  is  thoroughly  an' 
unanimously  devoted,  and  whose  great  and  good  heart 
has  been  its  inspiration,  as  his  splendid  geniug  has 
been  its  salvation  in  the  most  critical  of  times." 

Brigadier-General  Meagher  detailed  the  following 
officers  on  the  recruiting  service  in  New  York,  for  the 
Irish  Brigade:  Major  Bichard  Wm.  "Warrington; 
Captain  P.  K.  Horgan,  Eighty-eighth  New  York  Voir 
unteers ;  Captain  Leddy,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Vol- 
unteers;  Captain  Shanley,  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers;  Captain  Whitty,  Sixty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Egan,  Eighty-eighth  New 
York  Volunteers;  Lieutenant  Patrick  O'Connor, 
Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant 
Bums,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers.  Most  of 
these  officers  being  severely  wounded,  but  happily 
recovering  their  health  and  strength. 

We  have  now  to  record  the  death  of  one  of  the 
noblest  and  bravest  officers  of  the  Brigade,  Lieutenant 
Temple  Emmet,  grand-nephew  of  Bobert  Enotmet, 
which  took  place  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  his  age, 
at  the  residence  of  his  father  in  Astoria,  Long  Island. 
Lieutenant  Enmiet  was  attached  to  the  staff  of  Gene- 
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fal  Meagher,  aad  during  the  memorable  ^^  week  of  bat- 
tles "  was  distinguished  by  his  coolness  and  gallantry 
in  every  engagement.  His  conduct  on  several  trying 
occafiions  elicited  the  warmest  praise  from  General 
Meagher,  who  wrote  a  most  complimentary  letter  to 
die  father  of  the  gallai^t  youth,  expressing  in  flattering 
terms  his  satisfi^tion  at  the  bravery  of  this  scion  of  a 
patriotic  Irish  house. 

The  following  is  2^  reply  from  lieutenant  Emmet's 
&ther  to  a  letter  of  General  Meagher,  compliment- 
ing his  son.  This  haa  a  melancholy  interest,  when  we 
recollect  that  a  few  days  after  this  gallant  young  officer 
was  in  his  grave ; 

Nbw  York,  August  2, 186d. 

Mt  Dbab  Sm : — On  my  return  home,  a  few  days  Bince,  I  had  the 
unexpected  and  ntmost  pleasure  of  reading  your  letter  in  relation  to 
jny  son,  Temple,  and  should  have  acknowledged  its  receipt  before 
chii^  but  press  of  busineas  pvevented  me. 

The  ordeal  through  which  you  have  just  passed,  with  so  much 
briUiancy  to  yourself  and  those  under  you,  has  indeed  been  a  most 
severe  one ;  and  had  my  son  IkUen,  or  been  severely  wounded,  your 
letter  might  have  been  regarded  as  simply  the  effusion  of  friend- 
ship, tendering  its  consolation  in  the  hour  of  misfortune ;  but  under 
the  present  circumstances  it  is  so  complimentary  to  him,  and  ex- 
pressed in  such  a  kind,  generous,  and  feeling  manner,  that  I  feel 
um^ble  to  expren  to  you  how  fiilly  and  sincerely  both  Mrs.  Emmet 
and  myself  appreciate  it. 

I  trust  he  wiU  continue  by  your  side  to  emulate  the  good  example 
you  have  set  him ;  and  may  the  same  kind  Providence,  which  has  thus 
£ur  attended  you  both,  continue  to  watch  over  you,  and  carrying  you  on 
to  a  successful  and  speedy  termination  of  your  most  righteous  efforts, 
raitozQ  70U  to  your  Iwune  in  nf«^»  m^  thati  **Ukm  Jfor^  w»^ 
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Mereurio  **  70a  may  enjoy  throogli  a  long  life  the  xewaids  of  a  weft* 
earned  distinction  among  your  fellow-men. 

With  the  sincerest  esteem  and  respect, 

I  am  yours,  most  truly, 

Thomas  Abdib  Emmr. 
To  Thoicab  Fbai^ois  Mbaghvb, 
Brigadier-General,  commanding  the  Irish  Brigade. 

Lieutenant  Emmet  bad  returned  to  Kew  York  with 
General  Meagher,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  to 
recruit  the  ranks  of  the  Brigade.  However,  he  was 
attacked  by  typhoid  remittent  fever,  the  seeds  of  which 
he  brought  with  him  from  the  camp,  and  after  a  short 
struggle  sank  xmder  the  influence  of  the  disease, 
aggravated,  no  doubt,  by  the  hardships  of  the  latter 
days  of  the  campaign  through  which  he  had  passed. 

The  funeral  was  attended  by  all  the  convalescent 
officers  of  the  Brigade  in  New  York.  Of  the  estimar 
tion  in  which  the  deceased  was  held  by  all  his  compan- 
ions in  arms,  we  need  offer  no  better  evidence  than  the 
annexed  letter,  written  previous  to  his  departure  for 
the  army,  by  General  Meagher,  on  learning  the  sad 
news  of  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Emmet : 

New  Yobx,  August  10, 1863. 

Mt  Dbab  Colonbl  Nugent  : — The  news  has  just  reached  me  that 
our  gentle,  gaUant,  noble  jonng  firiend  and  comrade.  Temple 
Enmiet,  of  the  Eightj-eighth,  died  last  night  at  his  father's  resi- 
dence in  Astoria.  I  am  grieved  to  the  heart  to  hear  this ;  for  I 
esteemed,  trusted,  loved  him  as  a  favorite  brother.  His  spotless 
integrity ;  the  sweetness  of  bis  manner ;  the  innate  refinemenfand 


TES    IBISS     BRIGADE.  267 

delicacy  he  betrayed  in  every  word  and  look;  the  high,  proud 
character  of  his  mind ;  his  perfect  self-poesession  and  utter  fearlesB- 
nees  in  battle,  made  ns  all  admire  and  love  him.  Beautifnlly  and 
bravely  has  he,  in  his  short  career  as  a  soldier,  npheld  the  historic 
honor  of  his  family,  discharging,  at  the  peril  of  his  life,  the  grateful 
duty  to  the  country  in  which  no  name  is  more  revered  than  that  of 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet  Ever  since  our  expedition  to  the  Rappahan- 
nock, in  March  last,  he  was  a  member  of  my  staff,  and  as  such  I  have 
especial  reasons  to  speak  of  him  with  the  warmest  and  brightest 
remembrance.  In  him  I  lose  a  oomiNmion,  affectionate  and  devoted, 
whose  society  brightened  whilst  it  softened  many  of  those  ruder 
associations  which  all  of  us  have  to  submit  to  in  active  military  life. 
Betuming  to  the  camp  of  the  Brigade,  I  shall  miss  him  more  keenly 
&r,  perhaps,  than  I  do  even  now,  the  morning  of  his  death.  So  far 
as  it  will  be  agreeable  to  the  wishes  of  his  sorely  afflicted  father,  I 
beg  you  will  see  that  the  officers  of  the  Irish  Brigade  at  present 
in  New  York  will  pay  the  remains  of  their  noble  young  comrade 
the  respect  due  to  the  memory  of  his  character  and  military  service. 
Believe  me,  my  dear  colonel,  your  attached  friend, 

Thomas  F.  Meaoheb, 
Brigadier-Qeneral  commanding  Irish  Brigade. 

The  Brigade  had  to  picket  towards  Malvern  Hill,  and 
was  Bent  out  on  several  reconnoissances,  as  the  following 
Bummary  of  events,  published  at  tlie  time,  will  show : 

MALVERN   AGAIN. 

About  the  6th  of  August  information  was  current 
that  an  expedition  proceeded  to  Malvern  Hill,  had  a 
slight  encounter  with  the  enemy,  chased  him,  and 
held  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of  the  battle-fields  of 
the  1st  of  June.  That  evening  our  division  was 
drawn  out  by  General  French  on  the  fine  plain  be- 
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tween  otir  encampment  and  the  banks  of  the  river. 
It  was  dark  when  we  were  dismissed,  and  on  our 
arrival  at  our  quarters,  orders  met  us  to  march  imme- 
diately  with  two  days'  rations.  In  half  an  hour  the 
division,  under  the  command  of  General  French,  was 
under  way.  Our  brigade  was  commanded  by  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel James  Kelly,  Colonel  Nugent  being 
still  confined  to  his  tent,  and  General  Meagher  not  yet 
returned  from  New  York.  The  Sixty-ninth  was  led 
by  Major  Cavanagh,  the  Sixty-third  by  Major  Bently, 
the  Twenty-ninth  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes,  and 
the  Eighty-eighth  by  Captain  William  Horgan. 

The  long,  weary  tedium  of  the  camp  was  at  length 
at  an  end,  and  the  blood  began  to  thrill  at  the  near 
approach  of  active  operations  on  the  field  once  more ; 
and  there  were  very  few  who  did  not  wish  the  line  of 
march  to  take  the  direction  of  Eichmond  again,  in 
order  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  nught  have 
another  chance  to  reach  the  goal  for  which  many 
long  months  ago  it  started  on  a  clear  March  morning 
from  Alexandria,  and  from  the  heights  of  Arlington. 
We  passed  by  the  outworks,  and  recognized  the  road 
by  which  we  were  proceeding  to  be  the  same  one  on 
which  we  had  marched  from  the  Malvern  Hills  to 
Harrison's  Landing  on  the  2d  of  July.  After  march- 
ing till  about  midnight,  the  division  halted,  and  took 
up  a  position  to  the  left  of  the  road,  on  a  fine  rolling 
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epace.  The  Brigade  was  posted,  the  left  nearly  rest- 
ing upon  the  road,  and  the  four  regiments  in  colnmn 
of  division,  extending  np  the  hill  on  the  brow  of 
whicjh  was  the  Sixty-iiinth, 

The  semi-tropic  nights  of  this  region  are  full  of 
wonder  and  delight ;  the  sky  is  as  clear  and  cloudless 
as  the  face  of  happy,  healthy  innocence ;  the  lonely 
moon,  majestic  and  mournful,  sails  along  in  silence 
and  solitude;  the  stars,  notwithstanding  her  brilliancy, 
are  sparkling  and  bright  in  their  companionship ;  the 
dark  woods  bound  our  view ;  around  us  lie  the  sleepy 
columns. 

The  day-dawn  found  the  division  on  the  alert,  and 
shortly  after  one  of  General  French's  aids  rode  over 
to  Colonel  KeUy  with  orders  to  proceed  about  two 
miles  further  up  the  road  with  the  Brigade,  and  report 
to  General  Pleasanton,  who  was  in  command  there. 
In  a  very  few  moments  we  are  off  again,  and  are 
halted  near  a  little  old  ruin  on  the  roadside. 

The  colonel  reports,  the  regiments  of  the  Brigade 
take  up  their  positions  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  the  Sixty-third  and  Twenty-ninth  about  half 
a  mile  in  front  of  the  little  ruin  aforesaid,  and  in  front 
of  the  cavalry  and  artillery ;  the  Sixty  ninth  and 
Eighty-eighth  about  midway  between  the  other  two 
regiments,  and  the  guns  in  position. 

Tip  the  river-road  they  march.      The  day  is  now 
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somewhat  advanced,  the  sun  pours  down  upon  onr  de- 
voted heads  with  a  terrible  and  torrid  intensity.  The 
dust  wiU  fly  in  clouds,  that  choke  and  blind.  The 
advanced  guard,  composed  of  one  company  of  the 
Eighty-eighth  and  one  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Hart,  of  the  former  regiment, 
leads  the  way.  The  cavalry  pickets  are  left  behind; 
we  give  the  last  vidette  a  parting  look,  and  with 
keen  glances  face  towards  the  creek,  and  the  broken 
bridge  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  A  few  mounted  men 
advance  to  the  stream,  and  there,  on  the  other  side, 
sure  enough,  are  our  friends,  the  enemy.  They  have 
arrived  since  Lieutenant  O'Hanlon  and  his  troop  were 
here  before.  The  two  regiments  halt,  take  up  a  better 
position,  Captain  Hart  deploys  liis  company  as  skir- 
mishers, and  some  movements  are  made  on  our  part, 
simply  to  draw  the  enemy  from  his  cover,  but  he  is 
cautious,  wary,  and  will  not  be  tempted  from  his  posi- 
tion. Glimpses  of  his  forces  are  had  at  intervals, 
sufficient  to  indicate  his  strength.  A  courier  is  sent 
in  with  word,  our  object  has  been  gained,  the  skir- 
mishers called  in,  we  form  the  rear-guard  on  the 
journey  home. 

It  was  about  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  the 
two  regiments  were  formed  and  marched  to  the  place 
at  which  they  were  to  separate.  The  Twenty-ninth, 
under  the  command   of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Barnes, 
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and  a  squadron  of  the  Eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania 
Cavahy,  advanced  up  the  river-road,  following  the 
route  of  the  day  before,  until  their  skirmishers  found 
the  enemy  in  some  force  near  Malvern.  The  Sixty- 
third,  commanded  by  Captain  O'Neil,  marched  to  the 
right  of  the  road  referred  to  above,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Kelly  and  Captain  Duffy,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  heading 
the  column  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  After  pro- 
ceeding about  two  miles,  a  negro,  who  knew  all  the 
localities  in  the  vicinity,  was  pressed  into  the  service 
as  a  guide. 

The  tall  corn,  green  and  luxuriant,  hides  from  sight 
the  loftiest  of  the  troopers  riding  between  the  rows. 
Kothmg  stays  their  progress,  however.  Up  quiet 
lanes,  where  one  would  think  it,  in  ordinary  times,  a 
privil^e  to  ride,  the  troopers  go.  At  length  they 
reach  a  homestead,  suggestive  of  all  the  comforts  and 
of  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  The  outhouses,  such 
as  barns,  stables,  &c.,  are  roomy,  capacious,  well 
stored ;  the  cottage,  white- walled  and  exceedingly  neat, 
is  a  treasure  in  its  way.  There  is  a  vine,  a  lawn,  shade- 
trees  antique  and  innumerable;  above  all,  a  bright 
young  matron  on  the  stoop,  and  two  wondering  little 
ones  holding  on  to  and  half  hiding  behind  the  folds  of 
her  skirt.  The  proprietor  of  this  little  paradise  is  an 
invalid,  reclining  upo'h  a  mat  at  the  foot  of  one  of  the 
leafiest  of  the  trees — a  brown-faced,  dark-haired,  black- 
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eyed,  bilious-looking  man  lie  is,  with  not  a  little  ^^^ 
the  stripe  and  manners  of  a  country  gentleman  of  v 
fair  standing  in  the  community.  While  he  is  talkin 
with  the  colonel,  the  mounted  lookouts  discover  in  the 
trees,  and  on  the  hills  beyond,  the  enemy.  The  recog- 
nition is  mutual  and  simultaneous.  There  is  evidently 
a  stir  on  the  hill  beyond.  The  dust  rises  in  cloudy 
columns,  sufficient  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  respect- 
able force.  K  they  recognize  the  paucity  of  our  num- 
bers there  will  be  a  grand  chase.  They  make  a 
movement — so  do  we.  The  infantry  is  soon  reached 
and  under  way — the  cavalry  falls  back  leisurely.  A 
company  of  the  Sixty-third,  under  Lieutenant  O'Oqu- 
nell,  deploy  as  skirmishers  across  the  stream  and  along 
the  bank,  waiting  their  opportunity,  march  coolly  and 
deliberately,  the  men  of  the  regiment  waiting  for 
orders.  Captain  O'^JSTeil  is  ahead;  Captains  Lynch, 
Warren,  and  Condon,  and  others,  are  at  the  head  of 
their  companies.  There  is  a  volley — the  skirmishers 
are  in  front.  Their  comrades  pass  over  to  support 
them.  It  looks  like  warm  work.  The  pickets  of  the 
enemy,  mounted  and  standing  like  statues,  are  posted 
along  the  skirt  of  the  woods — an  open  field  between 
us  and  them.  They  do  not  fire ;  we  do  not  either,  but 
we  are  ready.  From  this  point  the  party  retired  lei- 
surely, and  returned  to  quarters  pretty  well  wearied 
with  a  long  march  on  a  very  hot  day. 
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This  picketing  at  tiie  front  is  fall  of  pleasant  remi- 
aiscenoe;  there  were  duties  enough  of  an  exciting 
nature  to  keep  one  on  the  qui  vive  and  relieve  one  of 
the  tedium  of  mere  camp-life. 

About  eight  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  16th  August, 
the  last  of  Sumner's  corps  marched  from  Harrison's 
Landing  towards  the  bank  of  the  James  Biver,  and 
evidently  intending  a  journey  towards  the  other  end 
of  the  Peninsula.  The  weather  was  most  favorable 
for  the  movement  of  the  troops  and  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  material,  which  is  of  so  much  importance 
to  an  army.  Half  a  day's  march,  with  a  fresh  breeze 
blowing  towards  the  river,  cleared  away  from  us  those 
horrible  plagues  of  camps,  the  flies,  and  gave  some 
rest  and  release  from  persecution  to  the  poor  horses. 
As  the  column  advanced  through  noble,  fertile,  and 
beautiful  lands,  one  was  forcibly  reminded  of  the  con- 
trast of  these  regions  and  those  which  border  the  banks 
of  the  brook,  and  witnessed  the  earlier  scenes  of  the 
campaign.  Of  a  certainty,  this  is  a  garden-spot  of 
Virginia;  and  indeed  this  opinion  was  coincided  in 
by  all.  That  night  we  halted  and  bivouacked  not  far 
from  Charles  City  Courthouse.-  In  the  morning  the 
march  was  resumed,  the  Chickahominy  was  crossed 
during  the  night,  the  immense  trains,  the  artillery,  the 
infantry  passing  over  a  pontoon-bridge.  After  having 
reached  the  other  bank  and  proceeded  a  little  distance 
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further  on,  the  halt  for  the  night  was  ordered  an 
obeyed,  the  naen  having  marched  since  morning  abon  ^  -^ 
seventeen  miles.  From  this  point,  in  marches  vary- — ^ 
ing  in  length  and  interest,  the  journey  was  made  b 
Williamsburg,  Torktown,  and  Warwick  Courthoui 
to  Newport  News,  from  whence  the  Brigade  embarked 
for  the  Potomac. 


\ 
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OFAPTEEZn. 

HoClellan'B  view»  thwarted. — ^Pope's  great  preparationa  on  the  Sappahan* 
nook. — Jaokson  defeats  Banks  at  Slaughter  Hill. — Jackson^s  grand 
lank  movement. — Captures  Manassas  Station. — ^The  second  battle  of 
Ball  Run. — Total  defeat  of  Pope'a  army. — ^The  rout  and  scenes  on  thf 
battle-field. — Battle  of  Chantilly. — Death  of  Major-General  Phil  Kear- 
ney. 

ir  soon  became  evident  that  McOlellan's  plans  for  the 
capture  of  Bichmond  were  about  being  firustrated,  and 
ihe  Peninsula  abandoned.  Pope  had  forty  thousand 
men  on  the  Rappahannock,  and  McClellan's  failure 
gave  him  a  chance  of  impressing  his  views  and  import- 
ance on  the  Administration. 

Pope,  who  was  vain-glorious,  boasted,  had  he  Mo- 
Olellan's  army,  he  would  have  marched  right  into 
Bichmond.  He  had  strong  political  influence,  and  was 
lihe  pet  of  the  New  England  legislators. 

Banks,  too,  who  was  justly  styled  Jackson's  commis- 
sary of  subsistence,  had  his  powerful  political  clique  at 
his  back,  and  McClellan  was  sacrificed  to  make  room 
for  such  imbeciles. 

With  such  powerful  party  and  political  influence 

opesating  against  him,  McOlellan  was  powerless  to 

12 
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carry  out  his  able  programme  of  operations,  which  sub- 
sequent  events  fiilly  justified. 

Whatever  may  be  McClellan's  failings  or  defects  as 
a  military  leader,  he  was  always  actuated  by  the  purest 
military  feelings  and  regard  for  the  general  welfare  of 
the  country,  while  his  enemies  were  willing  to  sacrifice 
all  to  private  ambition  and  self-aggrandizement. 

Bumside,  instead  of  being  sent  to  re-enforce  Mc- 
Olellan,  as  he  expected,  was  ordered  round  to  assiBt 
Pope.  McClellan,  seeing  that  he  was  to  be  sacrificed 
to  party  spirit,  and  finding  the  Peninsula  untenable 
unless  re-enforced,  prepared  to  evacuate,  and  withdrew 
his  troops  from  the  south  side  of  the  river. 

General  Lee,  seeing  that  all  available  troops  were 
sent  forward  to  Pope,  at  once  perceived  that  the  thea- 
tre of  action  was  shifting  to  the  Rappahannock. 

Banks,  with  a  strong  force,  held  Culpepper  Coorfe* 
house,  and  some  of  Pope's  cavalry  had  penetrated  as 
far  as  Gordonsville.  This  was  an  important  position, 
as  the  only  two  routes  to  Bichmond  united  there,  and 
could  Pope  hold  it,  it  would  cripi>le  Lee's  movements. 

Soon  after  the  opening  of  the  campaign  Pope  was 
re-enforced  by  McDowell  and  part  of  Sigel's  forces. 
This  gave  him  command  of  a  very  fine  army. 

Pope  was  inflated  with  conceit  and  vanity,  and  en- 
tered on  his  campaign  issuing  the  most  vain-glorious 
orders.    He,  too,  was  as  cruel  as  he  was  vain,  and  suf- 
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fered  bis  army  to  practise  all  kinds  of  plunder  and 
depredations  on  the  unfortunate  inhabitants. 

His  campaign  was  such  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  such  a  braggart — one  scene  of  disasters  and 
panic 

Jackson's  command  was  the  first  to  leave  the  Penin- 
sula, and  by  rapid  marches  soon  reached  Gordonsville, 
where  a  sharp  cavabry  fight  took  place,  Poi>e  filling 
back  beyond  the  Bapidan  Kiver. 

Jackson  soon  came  up,  but  found  the  railroad  and 
other  bridges  destroyed.  The  river  was  deep  and  un- 
fordahk^  but  Jackson  made  a  feint  at  this  point  and 
safdy  crossed  his  main  army  higher  np  the  river,  mov- 
ing  down  on  Banks's  fiank ;  for  his  old  commissary 
friend  had  massed  his  troops  at  the  foot  of  Cedar 
Mountain,  or,  more  properly.  Slaughter  Mountain. 

Jackson  now  rapidly  swung  round  on  Banks's  fiank, 
with  the  intention  of  cutting  him  oft  before  Pope 
could  re-enforce  him.  -  Pope's  army  held  the  following 
positions: 

Sigel,  with  his  corps,  was  at  Sperry ville,  watching 
the  roads  and  lines  of  communication  with  Mount 
Washington,  Warrenton,  and  Manassas  Junction.  A 
heavy  force  was  guarding  the  line  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, while  McDowell's  corps  lay  to  Pope's  rear,  in 
reserve. 

Dnxiag  the  night  of  August  8th,  Jackson  took  pos* 
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Besfiion  of  Slaughter  Hill,  a  promineiit  positian,  whid*"^ 
no  one  of  any  military  brains  would  have  left  slightly""^aff 
guarded,  and  established  his  batteries  on  it 

Desultory  picket  firing  followed  next  morning,  while 
Jackson  was  quietly  but  expeditiously  moving  his 
jcolumns  into  position.  TbsA  continued  until  eveomg, 
when  Banks  sent  forward  a  heavy  column  to  capture 
•the  few  guns  that  had  opened  on  the  hilL  The  rd>ds 
slackened  fire  as  if  falling  back,  which  encouraged  the 
others,  who,  with  a  shout,  charged  up  the  steep  hilL 
.All  of  a  sudd^i,  several  batteries  opened  from  the 
dense  wood,  and  Jackson's  concealed  oolunms  pourea 
one  sheet  of  lead  down  the  hill. 

Banks  ordered  up  brigade  after  brigade,  whidi 
literally  melted  away  bef(»:e  ihe  terrific  fire  of  tiie 
eneiny.  fortunately.  Banks  had  not  tiie  whole  army 
tibi^re,  or  he  would  have  tbrowi^  them  into  the 
daughter-pen. 

Banks's  centre  was  now  broken,aad,  to  complete  his 
discomfiture,  Jackson  hurled  down  a  strong  column  09 
his  left  wing,  making  it  give  way.  Banks  was  eom- 
pletdy  whipped.  Pope  was  concentrating  all  bis 
Ibrces  to  J&ll  upon  Jackson,  but  the  latter  fell  back 
behind  the  Bapidan  to  await  Lee's  main  army,  which 
was  rapidly  marching  to  join  him. 

When  Jackson  was  re-enforced  by  Lee's  army,  Pope 
UiX  biftak  on  libs  }!liSx  AiigBst,  <do80y  hacisted  by 


Bttiatt'il  €Avalrf  and  fljing  artillery,  and  sacceeded  id 
crossing  over  men  and  materials  by  the  SOth. 

Thoagh  Lee  did  not  attempt  to  cross  the  river  for 
some  time,  Stuart's  cavalry  was  raiding  on  our  rear^ 
tod  iiticoedded  in  capturing  Pope's  headquarters  al 
Gatietl^B  Station^  with  all  his  clothes,  papers,  and  docn- 
meiits. 

Lee,  finding  Sigel's  position  on  the  Boppabannock 
too  strong  to  attempt  a  crossing,  contented  himself  by 
making  heary  demonstrations  along  our  front,  while 
JTacksOn  proceeded  with  some  twenty-five  thousand 
men  for  the  head-waters  of  the  Bappahannock,  with 
the  intention  of  getting  in  Pope's  rear  or  flanking 
him,  and  thus  cut  him  off  from  his  supplies  and 
ibtoted.  Jackson  swept  around  Mount  Washington, 
Salem,  and  Gainestille,  until  he  struck  the  railroad 
connecting  with  Pope's  rear,  at  Bristow  Station, 
where  he  captured  large  quantities  of  stores,  include 
fng  )>rovisions  of  all  kinds — bacon,  pork,  breads 
flour,  tea,  coffee ;  also,  several  pieces  of  cannon,  ten 
locornoliveS)  sutlers'  stores,  wines,  Bourbon,  and  other 
useful  things* 

They  compelled  the  telegraphic  operator  to  tele- 
graph to  Alexandria,  calling  for  an  immediate  supply 
of  artillery,  and  other  things.  A  train  was  immedi- 
ately dispatched  with  the  supplies,  which  were  at  i^ce 
iemilsoated,  und  what  ooold  not  be  removed  horned 
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Pope  broke  up  his  encampment  around  Warrentoir 
and  marched  out  to  meet  Jackson. 

The  latter  drew  his  corps  together,  and  took  np 
strong  position  of  defence.  His  case  looked  critical, 
for  Pope's  army  was  apparently  bearing  round  him  on 
all  sides.  Jackson,  when  laying  his  plans,  had  estab* 
lished  means  of  carrying  them  out.  Hill  moved  np 
in  time  to  save  Jackson's  right  from  being  outflanked, 
which  Pope  vainly  tried  to  do. 

The  engagement  all  day  was  pretty  brisk.  Lines  <tf 
men,  advancing  in  colnmn,  or  wheeling  into  line  or 
deploying,  were  moving  in  all  directions  across  the 
plains.  The  two  armies  were  trying  to  outmanoeuvre 
each  other. 

Though  Jackson  kept  his  troops  well  in  hand,  and 
Ambrose  Hill  had  succored  him  just  in  time,  still  he 
was  hard  pressed,  and  had  to  fall  back,  and  would  have 
to  give  way  had  not  Longstreet  succeeded  in  forcing 
a  passage  through  Thoroughfare  Gap  and  formed  on 
his  right  on  that  eventful  night. 

Next  day  Pope  endeavored  to  open  his  road  by 
Oentrevillc,  and  some  hard  fighting  ensued,  in  which 
Longstreet  was  driven  back  a  considerable  distance. 

SEoonno  Battle  of  Bull  Bun. 

The  position  occupied  by  both  armies  was  nearly 
4h6  same  as  at  the  first  Bull  Run.    Heintselman's 
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oorps  held  the  right  of  onr  line,  and  McDowell  the 
left,  with  Fit2-John  Porter,  Sigel,  and  Keno's  divisions 
in  the  centre. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  of  August  a  por- 
tion of  Longstreet's  corps  moved  as  if  to  take  up 
position  on  our  left  flank ;  sharp  skirmishing  followed 
this  movement,  and  soon  extended  along  the  whole 
line.  This  continued  without  intermission,  at  times 
getting  brisker  and  again  slackening,  until  about  noon. 
It  appeared  as  if  both  sides  were  watching  for  some 
advantage  to  commence  the  engagement. 

McDowell,  being  harassed  bj  the  enemy's  right, 
advanced  in  line  of  battle,  with  reserves  supporting. 
fle  did  not  throw  forward  any  skirmishers.  The  rebel 
skirmishers  gave  way,  and  their  column  soon  advanced, 
and  both  fired  volley  after  volley  into  each  other. 
This  was  soon  followed  by  a  general  advance,  which 
presented  a  most  magnificent  and  imposing  appear^ 
ance. 

Across  Manassas  plain,  along  the  hillside,  down  in 
the  valley,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  scan,  two  parallel 
lines  of  glittering  bayonets  were  flashing  in  the  sun, 
and  columns  of  troops  extended  like  dark  lines  on 
every  side.  Generals,  aids,  oflScers,  and  orderlies  were 
riding  around,  guiding  these  steady  lines  that  are  so 
solemnly  moving  to  death  and  slaughter.  As  the  con- 
tending columns  came  in  sight,  cheers  and  yells  arose. 
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Then  of  a  sndden  a  fla^h  df  dre  bmt  46iik  the  KiMp^^ 
followed  by  curling  smoke  and  the  rattling  of  mnn — 
ketrj.    The  battle  had  fairly  commenced.     The 
nonading  was  terrific,  particularly  between  Fits-John 
Porter  and  Longstreet. 

About  four  o'clock  the  whole  of  Pope's  army,  Me<^i 
Banks's  troops,  were  desperately  engaged.  The  l^beli 
rushed  forward  in  massed  columns,  actttiilly  sweej^ing 
down  every  thing  before  them. 

Longstreet  gallantly  precipitated  his  forCM  ^igriinst 
McDowell,  and  being  rapidly  re-enforced  by  tes^trei^ 
he  compelled  McDowell  to  fall  back,  and  followed  up 
the  adyantage,  driying  the  colunm  almost  in  Ofn  (mt 
centre,  creating  considerable  panic.  Lee's  main  iain^ 
now  pushed  on  our  centre,  and  a  fletce,  almost  saviige 
conflict  ensued.  Our  centre  maintained  itself  with 
obstinacy,  but  being  in  danger  of  getting  outflanked  on 
the  left,  had  also  to  fall  back.  "  Old  Stonewall,"  with 
Ambrose  Hill  and  Ewell,  were  desperately  trying  to 
force  our  right.  Jackson  was,  as  usual,  the  master- 
spirit, hurling  himself  and  troops  amidst  showers  of 
shot,  and  blood,  and  dirt,  and  holding  on,  like  grim 
death,  to  every  inch  of  ground  he  gained. 

Lee  hurled  all  his  reserves  upon  our  right,  and 
massed  his  batteries,  actually  blasting  away  the  head 
of  our  column.  The  right  gave  way,  and  oar  whbla 
army,  beaten  and  dispirited,  fell  back  beyond  BuU 
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Btm,  to  tibd  ^teetSon  orf  tHe  fdHA  AHontid  CMthsitfl^ 
where  General  Pope  (or,  2A  tiie  tany  ctilled  hiiii, 
"Qraniiy  Pope")  esUblished  hfe  teadquftrters,  leaving 
about  ten  tbonsand  of  his  army  in  killed^  Wotmded,  and 
missing  on  the  battle-field,  several  batteries,  and  mdst 
of  his  supplies. 

His  whole  army  was  dispirited  and  demoralized,  and 
nothing  ditved  him  from  total  destruction  but  that 
the  heavy  ndn  of  Saturday  night  prevented  the  enemy 
from  following  tip  theil*  advantage  c^n  Sunday. 

This  second  battle  of  Bull  !ftun,  if  not  the  mofirt  t^ 
rible,  Was  ai  least  the  most  disastrous  6f  the  war. 
Though  MoOlellan  wfts  beaten  iu  the  battles  beibi^ 
Richmond,  still  he  always  covered  hid  flanks,  and  nevet 
allowed  the  enemy  to  surprise  him.  His  retreat  wad 
M^derly  and  well  conducted.  Pope,  on  the  other  hand> 
entered  on  his  campaign  with  great  flourish  of  trumpetd 
grandiloquent  ord^  and  flatting  telegtams,  but  the 
moment  he  met  the  enemy  nothing  but  defeat,  rout,  and 
disiisten  followed.  Outflafiked  and  ouige&eyalled  on 
every  side,  he  did  not  khoW  What  to  do  With  himself  <i# 
his  troops.  The  battle-field,  as  described  by  the  wounded, 
and  the  doctors  who  riemained  behind,  was  fearful. 

'Th«  temporary  hospitaLs  were  full  of  maimed  and 
wounded  men,  with  surgeond^  in  blodd-stainecl  gash' 
fbent^  buftily  plyii^  the  knilSd. 

Moitii,  gMaM,  and  deith^cMi^  ftroM  M  AVdty  side; 
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Headless  and   limbless  bodies  strewed  the  gromii 
whicb  was  furrowed  and  ploughed  by  shot  and  shell. 

Siderless  horses,  foaming  and  affirighted,  rushed 
and  there,  or,  exhausted  from  their  wounds,  dropped^^^ 
down  to  die. 

The  streams  around  were  clogged  with  dead  bodies.  ^-— 
Borne  had  fSallen  into  them,  some  had  dragged  themselyes  ^^ 
there  to  quench  their  burning  thirst,  and  rolled  in. 

Friends  and  foes,  dead  and  wounded,  were  piled  on 
every  side.  The  grass  and  shrubs  were  trodden  down, 
and  were  wet  and  bloody ;  the  streams  were  discolored 
with  human  gore.  Hundreds  of  bodies  had  been  lidr 
den  over  and  crushed  by  artillery,  wagons,  and  caval- 
ry ;  there  they  lay,  their  blood  and  entrails  scattered 
2;nt,  p^senLg  a  dieting  «.d  sickening  sight 
Kear  the  batteries  the  ground  was  covered  with  the 
debris  of  caissons,  guns,  dead  men,  and  horses :  trees, 
fences,  and  houses  all  riddled  and  torn  down.  Nothing 
but  death,  ruin,  and  disaster  on  every  side. 

Sudi  was  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Bun,  fou^t  on 
the  29th  and  80th  of  August,  1862. 

Chantellt. 

Monday  morning  the  scene  of  bustle  around  the 
heights  of  Centreville  was  enlivening. 

The  weather  was  clear  and  balmy,  and  the  soft 
southern  atmosphere  was  full  of  invigorating  life. 
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Columns  of  troops  were  cbanging  places,  or  moying 
into  position,  for  it  was  feared  that  Lee  would  cut  off 
our  retreat  to  Washington. 

A  battery  occasionallj  opened,  and  you  would  see 
the  flashes  bursting  through  the  woods ;  and  then  came 
the  boom  of  the  gun,  and  the  whirring,  hurtling  shelL 

Lee  followed  up  his  advantage  on  Monday  morning, 
September  2d.  Jackson  wheeled  to  our  right,  with 
the  intention  of  wedging  in  between  us  and  Washing- 
ton, at  Fairfax  Courthouse,  while  Lee  rapidly  pushed 
<m  our  rear.  Several  minor  skirmiabes  ensued,  in 
whidi  Lee  had  the  advantage. 

Pope's  army  retreated  as  fast  as  possible,  with  Jack- 
son close  on  his  flank.  A  perfect  panic  ensued.  Ste- 
vens and  Kearney  faced  about  with  their  divisions,  to 
check  Jackson,  in  order  to  save  the  army,  and  a  sharp 
battle  ensued  at  Chantilly,  in  which  both  Stevens  and 
Kearney  and  several  other  officers  were  killed. 

This  forlorn  effort  checked  Jackson,  and  Pope  was 
enabled  to  bring  the  remnant  of  his  army  into  the  de- 
fiances of  Washington. 
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CHAPTER  Xin. 

STMoatioB  of  Ae  Petdnt nla  by  HoOlelkii'B  snnj.-^MDM  6ii  fiit  ai^iQ^ 
—Sufferings  of  the  people  of  Virginia.— The  Brigade  reaches  AqiV* 
Cir^ell.— Sent  t6  ftupport  Pope.— Its  marohe«. 

F6b  6om6  days  there  wef e  Btrong  faidieatioti&  thAt  IM 
Army  would  evftcnate  Harrison's  LaDding*  Heairf 
ordnance  and  loads  of  ammunition  had  been  shipped 
down  the  river ;  also  the  eontrabtads,  who  had  flocked 
to  our  camp,  were  sent  away  by  water,  and  the  gia^ 
boats  wel'e  all  ordered  up  to  cov^  our  movements. 

The  motement  created  a  good  deal  of  sntprise  la 
camp,  for  the  majority  of  men  and  ofiScers  thought 
that  now  would  be  the  time  to  move  on  Bichmond^  as 
the  main  porti<m  (A  Lee^s  army  had  been  drawn  olf  to 
ftttack  Pope^ 

Had  an  advance  been  raadd  on  Itiohmbnd^  Le( 
co'uld  not  have  re-enforced  Jackson  to  the  extent  he 
did,  or  could  never  have  ventured  into  Maryland, 
and  consequently  no  Antietam  could  follow. 

The  Administration  thought  otherwise,  and  ordered 
McClellan  to  evacuate  the  Peninsula ;  not  only  that, 
but  the  War  Department  issued  the  following  order, 


TirtatiUj  relieving  bim  from  tbe  eommm^j  IMI  itU  ttrail- 
able  tjroops  wer^  now  transferred  to  th^  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia : 

The  foQowing  are  the  commanden  of  the  armleB  operating  in 
Virginia : 

General  Bur^iside  coinmaoda  hi9  own  corps,  eixept  thioee  that 
have  heen  temporarily  detached  and  assigned  to  General  Pope. 

Oenend  McGldlan  commands  the  portion  of  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
iopap  that  has  tiot  -been  sent  fprward  to  General  Pope's  command. 

G^eral  Pope  commands  the  annj  of  Virginia^  wd  all  the  forces 
temporarily  attached  to  it. 

Allth(Bfi»ee8  are  cinder  the  command  of  Mijor-General  HaUeck, 
a#ii«iia-inrqhie£  ^.  p.  TornxoBSTD, 

Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 

,  MdCldUban's  army  had  to  mareh  down  the  Peninsala 
&oin  Harrisoa^B  Landing  to  Yorktown.  When  the 
army  first  commenced  moving,  the  general  impression 
-among  the  officers  and  troops  was  that  it  was  for  Bichr 
jDBOiid.  They  could  not  realize  the  fact  that  tiie  proud 
vAnay  of  the  Potomac  was  retracing  its  steps,  after 
juch  A  sacrifice  o(  life  and  treasure,  without  accom^ 
idishing  its  purpose.  Though  worsted  in  some  ^  the 
imttle^  the  soldiers  had  foiigfat  well,  kept  a  superior 
enemy  in  check,  iofiicting  on  him  iBcvere  chtMstisemeBt, 
Mid  cofirering  themselyes  until  they  had  secured  a 
-strimg  positioiL  They  had  also  stood  by  their  gen- 
eral, thix>ugh  thiek  and  thip,  and  had  full  confidence 
and  reliance  in  his  skill  and  judgment. 
Ihey  iXHd4  not  'Uadeostand  why  all  was  to  1)6  4t1ian- 
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doned,  and  a  retrograde  movemeDt  made.  So  it  wai, 
and  the  brave  yeterans  of  the  Peninsula  were  booq 
turning  their  backs  on  the  James  Kiver  and  Kichmbnd. 

Sjkes'  division  led  the  advance  on  the  line  of  marcb, 
followed  by  McCall's* 

The  incidents  and  descriptionB  of  the  scenes  con- 
nected with  the  march  of  an  army  are  stirring  and 
interesting.    Though  the  army  under  McCIellan  wtt 
kept  in  more  order,  and  less  depredations  were  com- 
mitted on  the  inhabitants  than  under  any  other  general 
during  the  war,  still  he  could  not  control  the  actions 
of  stragglers  and  bummers ;  and  these  liberally  helped 
themselves  to  chickens,  poultry  of  all  kinds,  bacon, 
and  whatever  other  little  luxuries  they  could  find 
along  their  line  of  march,  leaving  wretched  families  to 
starve  for  want  of  the  common  necessaries  of  life.    The 
suffering  in  Virginia  has  been  fearful.    The  men  all 
joined  the  army,  while  the  negroes  fled  to  us,  leaving 
unfortunate  women  and  children  to  shift  for  themselves. 

Our  troops  soon  deprived  them  of  almost  every 
thing  they  had  to  eat,  and  when  the  rebel  troops  took 
our  place,  they  took  whatever  we  left. 

No  crops  were  cultivated,  as  rival  armies  occupied 
the  country  by  turns,  and  there  was  no  one  but  deli- 
cate women  and  children  to  attend  to  them  even  if 
they  had  been  planted. 

Yillages  and  houses  were  burned  down,  thus  driving 
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their  starving  inmates  to  seek  shelter  in  the  woods. 
On  everj  side  were  rain,  desolation,  and  starvation. 
I  have  seen  children  crying  with  hunger,  with  their 
starving  mothers  striving  to  quiet  their  cravings  with 
the  milk  from  their  breasts,  while  themselves  were 
suffering  all  the  pangs  of  hunger.  I  have  met  chil- 
dren dead,  their  little  bodies  emaciated  skeletons,  as 
they  lay  in  their  cold  cots,  waiting  to  have  some  sol- 
dier pass  the  way  that  might  take  and  consign  them 
to  some  grave,  for  the  starving  mother  and  women 
around  were  not  able  to  perform  that  sad  rite.  I  have 
seen  emaciated  dogs  feeding  on  the  unburied  dead 
bodies.  It  reminded  me  of  the  famine  years  in  Ire- 
land. 

It  was  a  fearful  state  of  things.  One  would  think 
it  cruel  of  their  husbands  and  natural  protectors  to 
leave  them:  but  what  could  they  do?  had  they  re- 
mained, we  would  have  taken  them,  and  most  likely 
sent  them  to  luxuriate  in  the  Old  Capitol.  Then  they 
could  not,  or  would  not,  be  allowed  to  take  them  into 
the  rebel  lines.  The  officers  and  quartermasters  in  our 
army  relieved  many  cases  coming  under  their  notice, 
but  they  were  few  when  compared  with  the  many  that 
suffered. 

The  x>ortion  of  coxmtry  over  which  the  army  was 
marching  is  remarkably  fertile,  and  is  justly  called  the 
garden  of  Virginia.    The  most  of  it  now  was  lying 
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waste,  without  hedges  or  fenq^,  with  brieirs  wd  W^ 
^d  yoimg  trees  ^cambermg  the  rich  soil,  in  place  of 
the  golden  grain  mi  rich  h^rvest^  of  com.  In  ^di* 
tion  tp  w^nt,  there  wa^  d^ep  mourning  iQL  eyerj  hooM 
we  passed,  for  dear  ones  who  had  bravdj*  laid  dowE 
their  lives  in  an  unfortunate  and  unnatural  war. 

It  was  evideqt  that  Lee  was  either  awa^  of  oar 
movements,  or  had  sent  off  his  main  army  to  oppose 
Pope,  otherwise  he  would  not  suffer  us  to  cros/»  jtbe 
Chickahominy  without  opposition,  which  we  di4  on  a 
s;uignificent  pontoon-bridge,  near  half  a  mile  i^  langtb, 
on  the  evening  of  the  first  day's  march- 

The  march  was  without  interruption,  and  die  differ-f 
ent  corps  had  arrived  at  Torktown,  Newport  News, 
and  Hampton,  awaiting  transportation  to  join  the  Army 
gf  Virginia,  under  Pope.  The  Irish  Brigade  took  sbip^ 
ping  at  Newport  News  imder  orders  for  Aquia  Cveekf^ 
to  report  tp  Gener^  Bumside,  at  Falmouth,  where  it 
was  encampe(i  but  two  days  when  ordered  to  Alexan- 
dria. 

At  Alexandria,  the  Brigade  was  hailed  with  enthu-* 
siasm,  both  by  the  people  and  the  army.  They  halted 
(md  stacked  arms  near  their  old  camp-ground  at  Camp 
California,  but  had  scarcely  lit  fires  to  cook  their  coffee,, 
when  ordered  to  "  fall  in"  and  proceed  to  Arlington 
Heights,  and  had  scarcely  arrived  there,  when  they 
were  ordered  f^ward  to  the  support  of  General  Pope. 
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The  division  was  under  French's  command,  Richard- 
son being  in  Washington,  but  he  overtook  the  column 
at  Falls  Church,  and  was  received  with  unbounded  en- 
thusiasm by  the  Brigade. 

We  passed  at  midnight  through  Fairfax  Oourthouse, 
and  reached  Oentreville  after  the  disastrous  battle  of 
Bull  Bun. 

Pope's  army  was  in  the  most  disheartened,  demora- 
liced  condition,  and  only  that  the  re-enforcements  com- 
ing from  McClellan's  army  gave  them  heart,  they 
ootdd  scarcely  be  kept  from  rushing  pell-mell  into 
Washington.  As  it  was,  the  roads  and  woods  were 
crowded  with  them. 

Sumner's  Oorps  now  covered  the  retreat  of  Pope's 
army,  and  the  Brigade  had  had  some  skinmshing  with 
Stewart's  Cavalry.  General  Howard,  who  had  return- 
ed to  his  command,  having  recovered  from  the  loss  of 
his  arm  at  Fair  Oaks,  commanded  the  rear-guard. 
The  Brigade  next  encamped  at  Tenallytown. 

The  following  extracts  from  letters  written  at  the 
time,  will  give  a  correct  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Brigade  since  their  embarkation  at  Newport  News, 
down  to  their  arrival  at  Bockville. 

^^  The  four  regiments  of  the  Brigade— the  Sixty-ninth, 
laeut-CoL  James  Eelly;  the  Twenty-ninth,  lieut.- 
OoL  Barnes;  the  Sixty-third,  Col.  John  Burke;  and 
the  Eighty-eighth,  Lieut-Col.  Patrick  Eelley,  went  on 
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board  the  transports  and  proceeded  to  Aqnia  Creek, 
landed  there,  and  from  thence  travelled  by  rail  to  Fred- 
ericksburg. Events,  you  will  bear  in  mind,  were  pro- 
gressing under  Pope.  Jackson  was  not  bagged,  neither 
was  Lee  repulsed.  On  the  contrary,  Pushed  with  buo- 
cess  and  ftdl  of  hope,  they  were  pushing  the  Army  of 
Virginia  and  its  leader  back  in  the  direction  of  the 
Potomac,  and  bearing  down  upon  the  Capital.  Of  the 
bitter  and  bloody  fighting  of  those  days  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  The  result  tells  the  story.  The  ConfederateB 
occupy  the  same  lines  they  did  last  winter ;  and  there 
is  eyery  prospect,  if  not  immediately  driyea  back, 
of  their  planting  their  colors  on  the  soil  of  Mary- 
land. All  this  is  deplorable  enough,  depressing 
enough. 

"Well,  in  consequence  of  these  repeated  defeats,  the 
Brigade  did  not  remain  any  time  near  Fredericksbm^ 
— from  that  place  by  rail  back  to  Aquia  Creek,  once 
more  on  board  the  transports,  and  this  time  they  landed 
at  Alexandria.  The  cry  of  these  generals  is  like  the 
daughter  of  the  horse-leech.  They,  too,  exclaim  give  I 
give !  and  when  only  a  few  minutes  ashore  they  were 
under  marching  orders  and  oflF  to  Pope.  The  fkmiliar 
roads  about  Alexandria,  about  Fairfax,  about  Bull  Bun, 
knew  and  rung  with  their  heavy,  steady  footsteps  once 
more.  Within  sight  of  the  battle-fields  of  the  few  days 
before,  within  reach  of  the  scattmng  sheUe  of  th6  vie- 
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torioQft  enemy,  and  then  back  to  the  banks  of  the  Po- 
tomac. 

^^  For  the  few  dajs  sncceeding  the  fight  of  Gkn.  Pope 
with  the  Oonfedorates  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
those  portions  of  the  troops  which  had  been  most  hotly 
engaged  and  most  vigorously  pressed,  and  it  may  be 
broken,  were  reorganizing  and  reconstmcting  them- 
selves. Battles  in  which  there  are  great  reverses  scat^ 
ter  r^ments,  brigades,  divisions  to  an  extent  scarcely 
comprehensible  to  those  who  never  witnessed  retreats 
ot  defeats ;  and  6t  course  these  disasters  are  intensified 
and  increased  under  the  supervision  6i  a  general  who 
lacks  breadth  and  strength  of  vision  to  comprehend  the 
vastneas  and  variety  of  the  situation.  At  the  end  of  a 
few  days,  however,  the  troops  were  either  reorganized 
on  the  Yiiginian  side  of  the  Potomac,  or  having  crossed 
the  river  were  attended  to  within  the  District,  where, 
after  scone  hours  of  doubt,  all  hearts  were  gladdened 
by  the  annonncement  of  McGlellan's  resumption  of  his 
command.  In  consequence  of  the  new  situation  of 
affairs,  and  of  the  necessity  of  new  plans  and  projects 
in  conformity  therewith,  many  of  the  troops  hitherto 
campaigning  in  Virginia  have  changed  their  localities. 
Grossed  the  Potomac,  and  are  now  encamped  in  Mary* 
land,  along  the  line  of  the  river,  waiting  and  watching 
the  advent  of  Jackson  and  his  confederates.  Tory 
early  after  the  defeat  of  Pope,  Sumner's  corps  was 
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posted  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington.  The  Brigade 
was  encamped  in  a  very  pleasant  locality  at  Tenallj- 
town,  a  few  miles  only  from  Washington.  While  re- 
maining here,  of  course,  varions  rumors  were  heard, 
and  various  surmises  made,  as  to  the  destination  and  de- 
signs of  the  successful  rebels.  That  they  had  occupied 
Leesburg,  that  their  scouts  had  appeared  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Chain  Bridge,  were  facts  pretty  well  settled  and 
ascertained ;  the  line  of  the  Potomac,  at  what  point,  if 
any,  the  enemy  would  cross  over ;  those  have  been  the 
points  and  themes  of  interest  and  inspection.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  river  we  knew  to  be  well  protected  by  the 
gunboats  stationed  there.  To  attempt  a  passage  through 
the  fortifications  in  front  of  Washington,  now  strength- 
ened by  the  mortar  fleet,  was  certainly  never  dreamed 
of  thus  far.  There  remained,  then,  only  the  narrow 
upper  portion  of  the  stream,  with  its  numerous  fords, 
now  increased  by  the  lowness  of  the  water,  and  with 
all  of  which  the  foe  were  intimately  acquainted.  Here, 
then,  was  to  be  the  scene  of  their  operations,  and  from 
those  places  information  was  eagerly  and  anxiously 
looked  for. 

After  remaimng  a  few  days  at  Tenallytown,  the 
corps  received  marching  orders,  and  proceeded  in  the 
direction  of  Bockville,  Montgomery  Oounty,  marching 
on  the  first  day  about  eight  miles  before  halting  for  the 
nig^t    They  were  next  day  on  the  road  again,  and 
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marched  past  the  town  and  beyond  it,  withont  meeting 
with  any  thing  other  than  the  usnal  stoppages  of  the 

# 

march.  When  a  little  over  two  miles  from  Bockville,  a 
halt  was  called,  lines  of  battle  formed,  the  men  ordered 
to  load.  Information  had  reached  General  Sumner  that 
a  column  of  the  enemy,  thirty  thousand  strong,  was 
bearing  down  in  the  direction  of  where  we  were  halted, 
while  another  force,  still  stronger,  was  going  round 
to  reach  Baltimore  by  another  route.  Actiog  upon 
this  news,  the  dispositions  above  described  were  made. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Great  ezoitement  in  Washington.— MoOlellan  restordd  to  the  command  ot 
the  array. — ^Movements  of  the,  rebel  arm j.— Surrender  of  Harper's 
Ferry.— Battle  of  South  Mountain.— Battle  of  Antietam.— Dreadful  loea 
of  the  Brigade  in  men  and  officers. — Meagher's  horse  killed  under  him. 
— Magee  rescues  the  eolors.-^Wliat  MedeUan  and  Doot«r  DUs  lif 
about  the  Brigade. 

"  The  ebbing  blood  of  Ireland  is  shed  by  foreign  streams. 
Where  onr  kinsmen  wake  lamenting,  when  th^  see  her  in  their 

dreams; 
Oh !  happy  are  the  peaceful  dead — ^it  is  not  for  these  we  weep. 
Whose  troubled  spirits  rest  at  length  in  balmy  laurelled  sleep." 

After  the  defeat  of  Pope's  army  the  excitement  in 
"Washington  and  throughout  the  country  was  intense. 
The  scene  about  the  hotels,  newspaper  offices,  and  in 
the  streets,  beggars  description.  All  kinds  of  reports 
were  current,  and  even  bad  as  the  defeat  had  been,  it 
was  much  exaggerated.  Some  accounts  stated  that 
Pope's  army  was  totally  destroyed,  and  that  Jackson 
was  moving  on  Alexandria.  Citizens,  senators,  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  President,  old  women  and  all  were 
excited  and  in  trepidation,  for  all  telegraphic  commu- 
nication with  Pope  was  cut  off,  and  nothing  definite 
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was  known  except  that  lie  was  whipped  and  falling 
back  as  fast  as  lie  possibly  could. 

In  this  dilemma  several  citizens  left  Washington  for 
the  benefit  of  their  health,  and  the  President  sent  toff 
McOlellan,  and  besought  him  to  resume  command  of 
the  army,  or  rather  of  the  disorganized  masses  now 
rushing  into  Washington. 

That  the  major  part  of  the  blame  of  this  unhappy 
state  of  things  must  be  laid  at  the  door  of  the  War 
Department  is  too  evident  to  be  denied.  General 
McClellan's  army  was  not  only  withdrawn  from  tho 
Peninsula  against  his  advice,  thereby  giving  up  what 
had  cost  us  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  and  affording 
the  rebels  au  opportunity  to  mass  their  forces  on  the 
other  side  of  Kichmond,  and  overwhelm  the  troops 
under  Pope  and  McDowell;  but,  on  their  arrival  at 
Aquia  Creek,  they  were  sent  piecemeal  to  re-enforce 
Pope,  leaving  to  McClellan  the  barren  command  of  the 
mud  forts  around  Washington,  instead  of  allowing 
him  to  lead  the  Army  of  Virginia  to  the  victory  which 
his  skill  and  generalship  would  have  secured.  Pope 
and  MeDpwell  were  beaten  in  the  field,  and  at  their 
own  request  were  relieved  from  command  after  sacri- 
ficing an  army,  with  four  of  our  bravest  generals, 
Kearney,  Taylor,  Stevens,  and  Bochlen. 

On  resuming  command.  General  McClellan  pro- 
ceeded to  inspect  the  troops  and  fortifications  on  the 
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south  side  of  the  Potomac.  His  reception)  both  by 
officers  and  men,  was  most  enthusiastic,  and  a  new 
spirit  seemed  to  actuate  the  troops ;  for  his  presenoe 
seemed  to  act  magically  on  the  desjtonding  army. 

He  spared  no  toil  or  exertion  in  reorganizing  the 
army  and  placing  it  in  an  effective  state. 

McClellan  was  left  somewhat  in  donbt  as  to  the 
real  intention  of  the  enemy,  for  Longstreet  still  hdd 
CentreviUe  with  a  strong  force.  However,  he  hurried 
on  preparations.  On  the  13th  September  all  doubts 
were  set  aside  by  the  following  order,  which  fell  into 
his  hands : 

Sfbcial  Orders,  No.  191. 

HbADQUARTEBS    AbMT    OJt   KOBTHXBN  VlBGIKIA,  I 

September  9, 1862.         ) 

The  army  will  resmne  its  marcli  to-morrow,  taking  the  Hagers- 
town  road.  General  Jackson's  command  wiU  form  the  adTEnop, 
and  after  passing  Middletown,  with  such  i>ortion  as  he  may  aeleet, 
will  take  the  route  towards  Sharpsborg,  cross  the  Potomac  at  the 
most  convenient  i>oint,  and  by  Friday  night  take  possession  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  capture  such  of  the  enemy  as  may  be 
at  Martinsburg,  and  intercept  such  as  may  attempt  to  escape  from 
Harper's  Ferry. 

General  Longstreet's  command  wiU  pursue  the  same  road  as  fiur 
as  Boonsboro',  where  it  wiU  halt  with  the  reserve  supply  and  bag- 
gage trains  of  the  army. 

General  McLaws,  with  his  own  division  and  that  of  General  B. 
H.  Anderson,  will  follow  General  Longstreet.  On  reaching  Ifiddle- 
town  he  wiU  take  the  route  to  Harper*s  Ferry,  and  by  Friday  morn- 
ing i)OSBess  himself  of  the  Maryland  Heights,  and  endeavor  to 
capture  the  enemy  at  Harper's  Ferry. 

General  Walker,  with  his  divisdon,  after  accomplishing  the  oliject 
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in  wliicli  lie  is  nofw  engaged,  will  croBS  the  Potomac  at  Cheek's 
Ford,  ascend  its  right  bank  to  Lovattsville,  take  possession  of  Lou- 
don Heights,  if  practicable,  by  Friday  morning,  Key's  Ford  on  his 
left,  and  the  road  between  the  end  of  the  mountain  and  the  Po- 
tomac  on  his  right.  He  will,  as  far  as  practicable,  co-operate  with 
General  McLaws  and  General  Jackson  in -intercepting  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy. 

General  D.  H.  Hill's  division  will  form  the  rear-guard  of  the 
army,  pursuing  the  road  taken  by  the  main  body.  The  reserve 
artillery,  ordnance,  and  supply-trains,  etc.,  will  precede  General 
Hill.  General  Stuart  wiU  dispatch  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  accom- 
pany the  commands  of  Generals  Longstreet,  Jackson,  and  McLaws, 
and  with  the  main  body  of  the  cavalry  will  cover  the  route  of  the 
army  and  bring  up  all  stragglers  that  may  have  been  left  behind. 

The  command  of  Generals  Jackson,  McLaws,  and  Walker,  after 
aooomplishing  the  objects  for  which  they  have  been  detached,  will 
join  the  main  body  of  the  army  at  Boonsboro'  or  Hagerstown.* 

Each  regiment,  on  the  march,  will  habitually  carry  its  axes  in 
tlie  regimental  ordnance  wagons,  for  the  use  of  the  men  at  their 
encampments,  to  procure  wood,  etc. 
By  conmiand  of  General  R.  E.  Lee, 

R.  H.  Chilton,  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 
MAJOB-GEincRAL  D.  H.  Hill,  commanding  division. 

Lee  and  his  generals  were  not  idle  at  this  time. 
They  didn't  content  themselves  with  Pope's  defeat, 
but  resolved  to  follow  np  the  blow.  Lee  did  not  intend 
to  attack  Washington  by  way  of  Alexandria  or  Ar- 
lington. Heights  ;  for  no  one  knew  better  than  he  the 
fittong  nature  of  the  intrenched  positions  held  by  the 
Federal  army  at  those  points.  He  resolved  to  invade 
Maryland,  making  the  line  of  the  Upper  Potomac  the 
next  field  of  operations.    Jackson  proceeded  by  the 

Drainsville  ro^  for  Leesburg,  with  a  parallel  line 

13 
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moving  on  the  Gum  Spring  road.  Thenoe  Jaekson 
crossed  to  Point  of  Bocks,  tearing  np  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  KaiL-oad — thus  cutting  off  Harper's  Feny 
from  Washington  ;  and  then  struck  for  Frederick,  the 
State  capital  of  Maryland;  haying  crossed  the  Po- 
tomac, without  opposition,  at  White's  Ford,  Coon's 
Ford,  and  BaU's  Bluff. 

Jackson  was  now  in  his  element.  He  was  in  ft6 
midst  of  a  fertile  country,  where  he  could  feed  his 
starved  men  and  animals.  The  army  was  all  excited^ 
and  the  bands  never  stopped  playing  "  My  Maryland.'* 
The  reception  of  the  rebel  army  in  Maryland  was  cold 
and  restrained.  The  majority  had  wished  to  remain 
neutral  in  the  strife;  and  now  they  had  seen  war 
brought  to  their  doors,  which  would  be  sure  to  bring 
destruction  on  their  properties.  Those  who  sympa- 
thized with  the  rebels  felt  afraid  to  join  them,  feeling 
certain  that  they  would  be  soon  expelled.  Had  Lee 
gained  Antietam,  he  had  Maryland  with  him,  for  such 
a  victory  would  confirm  his  friends  and  gain  over  the 
doubting. 

Oaftubb  of  Habpeb's  Febby* 

Lee  had  also  sent  forces  to  occupy  Berlin  and  Lou- 
don Heights^  which  would  give  him  conmiand  of  the 
Federal  position  aroimd  Harper's  Ferry  and  the  Shen- 
andoah Yalley. 


Colonel  Miles,  with  a  large  force,  commanded  there, 
and  remained  inactive  while  all  these  preparations 
were  going  on. 

On  the  11th  September  Jackson  moved  towards 
Hagerstown,  and  Ambrose  Hill  towards  JefEerson,  as 
if  going  to  E!arper's  Ferry. 

Lee  was  coQcentrating  in  front  of  South  Mountain, 
which  opposed  a  natural  barrier  to  McClellan's  ad- 
vance. Through  this  ran  several  gaps,  which  could 
be  held  by  a  very  small  force.  D.  H.  Hill  occupied 
these  gaps.  Hood  held  Boonsboro',  and  Hill  himself 
Tamer's  Oap,  on  McClellan's  main  line.  All  these 
passes  were  fortified  and  well  defended,  both  by  Hill 
and  Hood. 

It  was  their  object  to  check  McOlellan's  advance 
here,  while  Jackson  and  his  generals  were  attacking 
Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  12th,  Jackson  occupied  a 
position  in  sight  of  Bolivar  Heights.  Colonel  Miles 
held  the  Bolivar,  Maryland,  and  Loudon  Heights,  with 
a  strong  force.  Jackson  did  not  attack  them  in  front, 
■  but  sent  forces  to  attack  from  the  rear  of  Maryland 
Heights. 

On  Friday  evening  Jackson  had  dosed  in  on  the 
enemy's  works.  On  Saturday,  at  sunrise,  he  opened 
fire,  and  a  fierce  struggle  of  infantry  commenced  for 
the  possession  of  the  heights,  which  Jackson  succeeded 
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in  taking,  after  a  terrific  resistance.     This  gave  liim 
command  of  Miles's  position  with  his  artillery,  whidi 
poured  down  such  a  shower  of  shot  and  cannister  on 
the  devoted  troops  beneath  that  nothing  could  live 
imder  it ;  yet  Miles  was  fighting  against  time,  for  he 
knew  that  McClellan  was  not  thirty  miles  distant 
Kext  morning,  Monday  15th,  Jackson  opened  a  fear- 
ful fire  from  every  hill  in  his  possession  on  our  tro(^ 
now  cooped  up  in  the  valley.    About  noon  Colonel 
Miles  unconditionally  surrendered* 

Just  as  the  white  flag  of  surrender  was  run  up,  Colo- 
nel Miles  was  killed ;  some  state  by  a  cannon-ball, 
fired  by  the  enemy ;  others  that  he  was  killed  by  bis 
own  troops  for  surrendering. 

McClellan  has  been  censured  very  much  for  not  re- 
enforcing  Miles,  while  others  blame  General  Miles  for 
not  holding  out  longer.  I  believe  General  Miles  al- 
lowed himself  needlessly  to  be  cooped  up  in  the  valley, 
and  then  fought  while  he  could. 

McClellan's  army  was  now  rapidly  advancing,  and 
on  the  night  of  the  13th,  occupied  the  following  posi- 
tions : 

'  Reno's  corps  at  Middletown ;  Hooker's  corps  on  the 
Monocacy  road,  two  miles  from  Frederick ;  Sumner's 
and  Banks'  corps  and  Sykes'  division  near  Frederick ; 
Couch's  division  at  Leeksville;  Franklin's  corps  at 
Buckeystown,  with  the  following  marching  orders  for 
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the  morning :  Hooker  to  march  at  daylight  to  Middle* 
town ;  Sykes  to  move  after  Hooker ;  Sumner  to  take 
^Jie  Shookstown  road;  Couch  to  move  to  Jefferson 
with  his  whole  division;  artillery  reserve  to  follow 
Sykes  closely. 

The  line  of  march  lay  through  a  pleasant  country, 
with  the  fields  waving  with  grain  and  corn,  and  the 
new-mown  hay  sending  forth  a  fragrant  perfume. 

The  Irish  Brigade  bivouacked  that  night  in  an  open 
field,  near  to  a  meadow,  ftill  of  stacks  of  hay.  Our 
irrepressible  Mend,  Captain  Jack  Gosson,  climbed  to 
the  top  of  one  of  these,  and  buried  himself  in  the  hay, 
where  he  slept  comfortably  till  roused  by  the  sound  of 
reveille. '  He  rubbed  his  eyes,  and  slid  down  the  side 
of  the  stack,  alighting  heavily  on  some  one's  ribs  be- 
neath. 

"  Oh,  dear  1 — my  ribs  are  broken,  you  scoundrel ; 
who  the  devil  are  you  2"  exclaimed  the  injured  party, 
trying  to  extricate  himself  from  the  hay. 

"  And  who  the  h — ^1  are  you  ?  Get  up  out  of  that," 
and  Jack  gave  him  an  application  of  his  boot  to  ac- 
celerate his  movements. 

He  did  get  up  in  a  rage,  usmg  very  strong  language, 
and  faced  Captain  Jack.  The  latter  fell  back  a  pace 
or.  two,  and  exclaimed :  '*  Bless  my  soul,  General 
Bichardson,  who  the  h — ^1  could  think  I  was  kicking 
you ;  I  assure  you  I  am  sorry  for  it,  general,  an'  I  hav^ 
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a  small  drop,  it's  good,  here  in  my  flask,  and  the  morn- 
ing air  is  a  Uttle  bitter." 

"  Captain  Jack,  my  dear  fellow  1    Oh,  dear,  my  ribs 
pain  me ;  bnt  I  know  you  couldn't  help  it,  or  you 
didn't  know  who  was  in  it.     That's  good,  Captaia 
Jack — I  feel  better ;  FU  have  another  pnll." 

Between  them  they  emptied  the  flask,  and  walked. 
ofT  to  headquarters  t(^ther  to  have  breakfSeLst. 

The  Battle  of  South  Mountain. 

The  strong  positions  occupied  by  Hill  in  the  moinir 
tain  passes  were  formidable,  and  sufficient  to  keep  a 
lai^  army  at  bay  for  some  time. 

On  the  13th  the  advance  of  McClellan's  army  en- 
countered Hill's  position.  A  portion  of  Cox's  divisicm 
went  forward  as  skirmishers,  covered  by  our  artillery. 
In  the  evening  Scammon's  Ohio  brigade  deployed  to 
the  right  of  the  road,  while  the  Forty-fifth  and  Forty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  formed  on  the  left.  The  rebeU 
were  screened  behind  rocks  and  stone  walls,  and  from 
their  cover  they  opened  a  fierce  fire  on  our  men  «! 
they  advanced.  After  a  stubborn  resistance  and  heavy 
loss,  we  carried  the  position.  ISText  day  Sloeum's 
division,  of  Franklin's  corps,  engaged  the  rebels  under 
McLaws.  at  Clayton  Pass,  driving  the  enemy  through 
the  pass  and  town  of  Burkettsville.  The  enemy  had 
a  strong  position  here,  occupying  the  slopes  and  sided 
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of  a  steep  mountain  pass,  which  was  swept  by  their 
artillery.  Our  troops  had  to  dimb  the  high  rocks 
and  slopes  of  hills  as  they  pressed  back  the  enemy. 
We  captured  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  and  nearly 
all  the  Cobb  Legion,  with  their  colors  inscribed 
"  Cobb  Legion — ^in  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

Hill's  position  at  Turner's  Oap  was  well  selected, 
and  protected  by  all  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
place.  The  dense  woods  and  rock  on  each  side  were 
well  calculated  to  conceal  troops  and  masked  batteries. 
The  road  ascending  the  side  of  the  mountain  was 
steep  and  narrow,  and  filled  with  barricades  of  large 
stones.  The  fight,  properly  speaking,  began  on  Sun- 
day forenoon,  by  our  troops  assaulting  the  South,  or 
Seared  Mountain.  The  fighting  continued  all  day 
until  nine  o'clock  at  night,  when  we  had  driven  the 
enemy  from  the  difierent  passes.  Perhaps  the  heaviest 
fighting  of  the  day  fell  on  the  ISTinth  Corps,  under 
Gleneral  Beno,  who  was  shot  dead.  Cox's  division 
made  a  splendid  charge  on  the  rebel  works,  routing 
them  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

Towards  evening  the  Federal  army  charged  at  difier- 
ent points.  Beno,  with  his  troops,  driving  the  enemy 
.from  cover  to  cover,  from  rock  to  rock,  until  they  had 
cleared  the  passes.  Hooker  had  engaged  Hill  in  per- 
son at  Turner's  Gap,  and  repelled  him  after  some  hard 
fighting.    Sumner  was  in  reserve  and  did  not  come  on 
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the  field  until  evening,  and  w^  therefore  bnt  partiallfCi.- 
engaged.  This  saved  the  Irish  Brigade  from  partici— ^^ 
pating  much  in  the  battle  of  South  Mountain.  They 
reached  Mount  Tabor  Church,  in  a  position  to  support 
the  right,  should  Hill  renew  the  fight  in  the  moniing. 

Hill  was  driven  from  all  his  strong  posts  along  thef 
mountain,  and  had  to  fall  back  on  the  main  army, 
closely  followed  by  the  Federal  army,  which  was  now 
pouring  through  the  gaps. 

Lee,  finding  a  general  engagement  unavoidable,  with* 
drew  his  forces  towards  Sharpsburg,  and,  crossing  the 
Antietam  Eiver,  arranged  his  line  of  battle  on  the 
west  bank.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the  ad- 
vance of  McClellan's  army  reached  Keadysville,  but  a 
few  miles  east  of  the  river. 

•  Battle  of  Aktietam* 

The  Antietam  Kiver  joins  the  Potomac  almost  at 
right  angles,  and  is  spanned  by  three  bridges,  the 
centre  one  being  on  the  direct  road  to  Sharpsburg, 
The  second  was  about  two  miles  lower  down,  and  com- 
manded a  road  leading  to  the  Potomac;  and  the  third, 
about  two  miles  above,  commanded  a  road  leading 
direct  to  Hagerstown. 

The  stream  is  fordable  in  many  places  above  the 
upper  bridge.  The  land  in  the  neighborhood  is  rather 
hilly  and  full  of  blufis,  which  afforded  shdter  to  ti^e 
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lefending  force,  and  were  favorable  positioos  for  ar- 
tillery. As  I  have  said,  at  the  upper  part  of  the  line 
the  river  was  fordable,  and  afforded  free  access  to  an 
army. 

McOlellan's  army  followed  np  the  retreat  from  Sonth 
Mountain.  General  Bichardson's  division  of  the  Second 
Corps,  pressing  the  rear-guard  with  vigor,  passed  Boon&- 
boro'  and  Keadysville,  and  came  upon  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy,  occupying  a  strong  position  a  few  miles 
beyond  the  latter  place.  The  Irish  Brigade  had  the 
advance  of  Sunmer's  corps,  and,  consequently,  of  the 
whole  army. 

Bichardson,  close  on  the  heels  of  the  foe,  halted  and 
deployed  near  Antietam  Biver,  on  the  right  of  the 
Sharpsburg  road. 

The  other  corps  had  not  yet  got  into  position ;  be^ 
sides,  it  was  too  late  in  the  day  to  commence  the  battle : 
so  the  evening  was  spent  in  getting  into  line  and  ex- 
changing artillery  salutes  with  the  enemy. 

The  enemy's  artillery  was  posted  on  all  favorable 
points,  and  their  reserves  concealed  behind  the  hills 
and  bluffs. 

All  the  approaches  to  the  bridges  were  guarded  with 
sharpshooters  and  artillery.  Lee's  flanks  and  rear- 
were  protected  by  the  Antietam  and  Potomac,  while 
bis  line  of  battle  formed  a  kind  of  arc,  connecting 

the  two  streams. 

13* 
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Sumner  and  Hooker's  corns  oconpied  the  right)  near 
Keadysville,  on  the  Sharpsburg  turnpike.     Eichardr 
Bon's  division  was  in  advance,  and  just  np  to  the  An' 
tietam  Eiver.     General  Sykes'  division   of   Portrfj^ 
corps  was  on  the  left  of  the  turnpike,  and  in  line  with 
General  Eichardson,  protecting  the  bridge  over  the 
Antietam.    General  Bumside's  corps  held  the  left  of 
the  line.    General  Mansfield's  corps  was  massed  in  the 
rear  of   Sumner  and  Hooker.      General   Franklin's 
corps  and  Couch's  division  held  a  position  in  front  of 
Brownsville.      General  Merrill's  division  of  Porter's 
corps  was   en  route   from  Boonsboro',  and   General 
Humphrey's  division  of  new  troops  was  marching 
from  Frederick,  Maryland. 

Our  artillery  was  judiciously  posted  on  all  the  hills 
commanding  the  turnpikes  and  accesses  to  the  river. 

Some  heavy  firing  took  place  early  on  the  16th^ 
which  continued  with  more  or  less  intensity  until 
towards  noon.  All  the  morning  was  spent  in  ezamin* 
ing  ground,  in  finding  fords,  clearing  their  approach- 
es, and  reconnoitring  the  enemy's  positions. 

About  four  in  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  Hooker 
was  ordered  to  cross  Antietam  Creek  at  the  upper  ford 
on  the  right,  with  his  whole  corps,  attack  the  ^lemy's 
left,  and  occupy  a  position  on  their  flank.  He  crossed 
without  opposition,  sent  forward  cavalry  as  skirmisli- 
ers,  who  were  speedily  driven  back,  and  tten  advan- 
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cing  with  his  whole  force  abont  six,  took  possession  of 
strong  ground,  close  to  the  rebels'  left,  and  immediately 
became  engaged  with  artillery  and  infantry.  Dark- 
ness  ended  the  fight,  with  slight  loss  on  either  side, 
Hooker  carrying  and  holding  the  woods  from  which 
the  enemy's  fire  first  came. 

During  the  night,  .Mansfield's  corps,  consisting  of 
Williams  and  Green's  divisions,  crossed  the  Antietam 
at  the  same  ford  and  bridge  as  Hooker. 

At  daylight  next  morning,  the  17th,  the  action  was 
commenced  by  the  skirmishing  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Beeerves,  and  soon  after  the  fight  was  renewed  sud- 
denly and  vehemently,  both  sides  opening  fire  together. 
The  number  and  position  of  the  rebel  batteries  the 
evening  before,  had  disclosed  that  they  were  in  great 
force  on  the  right. 

McClellan's  plan  of  battle  was  briefiy  as  follows : 
Hooker  was  to  cross  the  creek  on  the  right,  as  before 
stated ;  Sumner,  Franklin,  and  Mansfield  to  co-operate 
with  and  sustain  his  attack.  In  front,  the  batteries 
were  to  push  forward  with  infantry  supports,  and  an 
effort  to  be  made  to  carry  the  heights  on  the  left. 
Bamside  was  to  cross  the  creek  by  the  bridge,  and 
attack  the  rebel  right,  moving  on  Sharpsburg  also, 
which  was  in  their  rear,  and  thus  cut  off  their  re- 
treat Porter  and  Sykes  were  held  in  reserve.  The 
plan,  if   successful,  must  result  not  merely  in   the 
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defeat,  bat  the  destruction  or  surrender  of  the  rebel 
army. 

The  rebel  line  was  formed  on  a  crescent-shaped  ridge, 
which  in  front  slopes  down  into  an  undulating  valley, 
irregularly  broken  by  connecting  ranges  of  hills. 
Behind  the  crest  the  rebel  forces  lay  in  uneven  and 
strong  positions,  sheltered  by  ridges  and  hills,  and  es- 
pecially strong  on  the  flanks.  Antietam  Creek,  a  stream 
too  deep  to  be  forded,  except  in  very  few  places,  sweeps 
by  the  base  of  their  position,  and  protected  it  from 
assault. 

McClellan's  forces  were  first  formed  in  front,  after- 
wards thrown  to  the  right  and  left.  There  was  little  or 
no  ground  .on  our  side  equal  in  height  to  the  rebel 
position. 

Hooker  sustained,  unaided,  the  attack  on  the  rebel 
left  for  nearly  four  hours.  His  line  had  been  formed 
the  night  before,  and  fought  in  the  same  order. 
Eicketts'  division  was  on  the  left,  Meade's  Pennsyl- 
vania Keserves  in  the  centre,  Doubleday's  division  on 
the  right.  Meade  gained  ground  in  his  first  attack. 
Sicketts  also  went  forward  through  the  woods  in  his 
front,  and  Doubleday,  with  his  guns,  held  front  against 
a  heavy  cannonade.  Meade  advancing,  finally  met  a 
heavy  body  of  fresh  troops  thrown  suddenly  and  vigor- 
ously against  him,  and  was  driven  back  over  part  of 
the  ground  he  had  just  won.    Bicketts'  line  was  at  the 
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same  time  hard  pressed,  and  became  disordered.  Mans- 
field, who  had  come  over  the  creek  the  night  before, 
was  ordered  into  the  woods  to  Kicketts'  support ;  and 
Hartsnff's  brigade,  part  of  Doubleday's  command, 
was  sent  to  sustain  Meade.  Mansfield  took  the  great- 
est part  of  his  troops  to  Bicketts'  help,  but  they  were 
unable  to  extend  their  line,  and,  in  the  effort  to  push 
forward  his  men,  Oeneral  Mansfield  was  mortally 
wounded.  General  Hartsuff  advanced  to  the  relief  of 
Meade  with  the  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth  Massachusetts, 
and  another  regiment.  The  Pennsylvania  troops  were 
retiring  in  haste  and  some  confusion.  Hartsuff  seized 
a  bridge  in  front  of  the  field,  over  which  the  rebels 
were  pressing,  and  held  it  in  splendid  style  for  more 
than  half  an  hour  against  a  greatly  superior  force. 
His  men  behaved  most  gallantly,  standing  on  this  ex- 
posed ground,  firing  steadily,  and  never  wavering  once. 
General  Hartsuff  was  very  soon  severely  wounded. 
His  troops  retained  their  position,  and  finally,  by  the 
precision  and  rapidity  of  their  fire,  compelling  the 
enemy  to  retreat,  instantly  advanced  in  pursuit.  While 
they  had  been  engaged.  Hooker  ordered  up  Crawford's 
and  Gordon's  brigades  to  their  support.  Hartsuff  re- 
tained the  advance,  and  Crawford  and  Gordon  fol- 
lowed them  up.  A  rebel  battery  on  the  right, 
which  had  been  most  annoying  by  an  enfilading 
fire,  was  about  the  same  time  silenced  by  Double- 


802  ^^'     IBISH    BBlQAIiW. 

day's  guns,  and  Hooker  ordered  his  whole  line  for- 
ward. 

The  re^ls  were  driven  through  the  cornfield  again 
into  the  woods  beyond.  At  this  time  the  fearlesB  and 
indomitable  Hooker  received  a  shot  in  the  foot  and 
was  carried  from  the  fidd.  The  fighting  in  Hooker's 
front  was  of  the  most  desperate  nature,  and  his  loflses 
were  very  heavy ;  bnt  the  pnnishmoit  he  inflicted  on 
the  enemy  was  fearfuL  Had  the  enemy  succeeded  in 
crushing  his  lines,  disaster  should  follow.  He  knew 
that,  and  desperately  sustained  bis  ground  against  all 
odds. 

The  enemy's  lines  were  screened  by  the  woods,  be- 
hind which  his  movements  were  concealed,  and  his 
batteries  on  the  hiU,  and  rifle-works,  covered  by  the 
flre  of  our  artillery  in  front. 

For  about  two  hours  the  battle  raged  with  varied 
success,  the  enemy  endeavoring  to  force  back  our  lines, 
and  we,  on  the  other  hand,  trying  to  take  possessicm  of 
the  line  in  our  front. 

At  about  3  o'clock  Sedgwick's  division  of  Sumner's 
corps  arrived.  Crossing  the  ford,  this  division  marched 
in  three  columns,  and  on  reaching  the  scene  of  acticm 
were  halted,  and  changed  front,  forming  three  paralld 
Hues  by  brigade,  Gorman's  brigade  in  the  fiwt, 
Dana's  second,  and  Howard's  third. 

The  division  th^n  moved  forward,  under  a  heavy 
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fire  of  mudketry  and  artillery  from  the  enemy's  lines 
on  the  hilL  The  firing  here  was  terrible,  and  the 
column — unable  to  withstand  it — ^broke  in  considerable 
confusion. 

General  Williams  was  ordered  in  to  support  them, 
but  finding  Sedgwick's  left  giving  way,  they  had  to  fall 
back  to  the  second  line  of  works.  About  this  time 
Sedgwick,  Dana,  and  Hooker  were  seriously  wounded, 
and  affairs  began  to  look  critical. 

While  this  contest  was  obstinately  raging  on  the 
right,  Sumner  ordered  French's  division  to  attack 
Yigorously,  in  order  to  make  a  diversion  in  favor  of 
the  right.  French's  division  swept  on  the  enemy, 
driving  them  back  for  some  time ;  but  his  new  troopa 
got  into  some  confiision.  These  he  rallied  as  a  reserve, 
and  ordered  Kimball  to  the  front.  The  enemy  occu- 
pied a  strong  position  here,  and  opened  a  galling  fire 
on  Kimball,  and  a  terrific  slaughter  ensued. 

Eichardson's  division  came  up  on  the  left  of  French. 
It  had  formed  line  in  a  valley  or  ravine,  behind  the 
high  grounds,  in  the  following  order : 

Meagher's  Irish  Brigade  on  the  right,  Caldwell's 
brigade  on  his  left,  with  Colonel  Brooke's  brigade  in 
reserve.  As  the  troops  debouched  on  the  open  plain, 
the  enemy  turned  their  artillery  against  them. 

General  Meagjier  rode  at  the  head  of  the  Irish  Bri* 
gade,  which  dashed  forward,  in  the  following  order: 
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The  Sixty-ninth  Begiment,  nnder  lieutenant-Colonel 
James  Kelly,  occupied  the  right  of  the  Irish  Brigade; 
next  to  them  were  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts; 
then  the  Sixty-third  New  York,  Colonel  Burke ;  the 
Eighty-eighth,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Patrick  Kel- 
ly, forming  the  left  wing. 

They  marched  up  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  cheering 
as  they  went,  led  by  General  Meagher  in  person,  and 
were  welcomed  with  cheers  by  French's  brigade.  The 
musketry  firing  at  this  point  was  the  severest  and  most 
deadly  ever  witnessed  before — so  acknowledged  by  vet- 
erans in  tjie  service.  Men  on  both  sides  fell  in  large 
numbers  every  moment,  and  those  who  were  eye-wit- 
nesses of  the  struggle  did  not  suppose  it  possible  for  a 
single  man  to  escape.  The  enemy  here  at  first  were 
concealed  behind  a  knoll,  so  that  only  their  heads 
were  exposed.  The  Brigade  advanced  up  the  slope 
with  a  cheer,  when  a  most  deadly  fire  was  poured  in 
by  a  second  line  of  the  enemy  concealed  in  the 
Sharpsburg  road,  which  at  this  place  is  several  feet 
lower  than  the  surrounding  surface,  forming  a  com- 
plete rifie-pit,  and  also  from  a  force  partially  concealed 
still  ftirther  to  the  rear. 

At  this  time  the  color-bearer  in  the  right  wing 
advanced  several  paces  to  the  front,  and  defiantly 
waved  his  fiiag  in  the  faces  of  the  enemy:  as  if  by  a 
miracle,  he  escaped  without  serious  injuiy. 
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The  line  of  the  Brigade,  m  its  advance  up  the  hill, 
"was  broken  in  the  centre  temporarily  by  an  obstruc- 
tion, the  right  wing  having  advanced  to  keep  up  with 
the  colors,  and  fell  back  a  short  distance,  when  General 
Meagher  directed  that  a  rail  fence,  which  the  enemy  a 
few  minutes  before  had  been  fighting  behind,  should 
be  torn  down.  His  men,  in  face  of  a  galling  fire, 
obeyed  the  order,  when  the  whole  Brigade  advanced 
to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  cheering  as  they  went,  and 
causing  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to  their  second  line — 
the  Strasburg  road,  which  is  some  three  feet  lower 
than  the  surrounding  surface. 

In  this  road  were  massed  a  large  force  of  infantry, 
and  here  was  the  most  hotly  contested  point  of  the 
day. 

The  fight  here  was  terrific.  The  rebels  were  in- 
trenched and  screened  in  the  sunken  road,  all  the 
time  pouring  a  deadly  fire  into  the  advancing  colunm 
of  the  Brigade.  The  green  fiag  was  completely  rid- 
dled, and  it  appeared  certain  death  to  any  one  to  bear 
it,  for  eight  color-bearers  had  already  fallen.  The  last 
had  fallen,  and  the  Irish  green  lay  trailing  in  the  dust: 
Meagher  cried  out— 

"  Boys,  raise  the  colors,  and  follow  me !" 

Captain  James  McGee,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  rushed 
forward,  and  crying,  "I'll  follow  you  I" — seized  tlie 
flag. 
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As  lie  raised  it,  a  bullet  cut  the  standard  in  two  i^ 
his  hand ;  and,  as  he  again  stooped  down,  another  bal^^ 
let  tore  through  his  cap.     Still,  he  jumped  up,  wave^^ 
the  flag,  shook  it  at  the  rebels,  and  cheered  on  tlie 
troops,  almost  miraculously  escaping. 

McClellan    viewed    the    battle    from    a   hill,  and 
anxiously  watched  the  charge  of  the  Irish  Brigade. 

Seeing  the  colors  fall  so  often,  and  the  line  in  tem- 
porary confusion,  an  aid  cried  out — 

*.'  The  day  is  lost,  general — the  Irish  fly !" 

McClellan  looked  on  for  a  moment,  and  smilingly 
replied — 

"  No,  no !  their  flags  are  up — ^they  are  charging  I" 

The  muskets  were  become  red-hot  in  the  men's 
hands,  for  they  were  three  hours  engaged.  The  men 
had  often  to  fling  away  their  muskets,  and  pick  others 
up. 

Another  wild  cheer,  and  on  they  dash,  the  rebel  lines 
breaking  in  their  front.  The  Brigade  was  nearly  cut 
away ;  it  could  not  hold  out  much  longer. 

General  Meagher's  clothes  were  perforated  with  bul- 
lets ;  his  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  he  being  stunned 
by  the  fall,  had  to  be  carried  to  the  rear ;  while  Lieu- 
tenant Mackey,  of  his  staff,  received  his  death-wound 
when  carrying  out  an  order  of  the  general's.  lieuten- 
ant Gosson's  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  a  seciond 
shot  through  the  nose.    The  poor  animal  had  covered 
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himself  and  rider  with  flecks  of  blood,  and  some  called 
out — 

"  Gosson,  are  you  badly  wounded  I" 

"  Not  touched  at  all,  my  dear  fellow ;  its  only  this 
fellow's  snuffers  that  are  injured." 

Lieutenant  Colonel  James  Kelly,  of  the  Sixty-ninth, 
who  gallantly  led  the  charge  of  his  regiment,  and 
lieutenant-Colonel  Fowler,  of  the  Sixty-third,  and 
Captain  Shanley  were  wounded,  while  the  brave 
Captain  Cavanagh,  the  gallant  Clooney,  Duffy,  and 
Joyce  lay  dead  on  the  field,  and  the  hill-side  was 
covered  with  the  dead  and  dying.  No  matter,  the 
Irish  Brigade  was  victorious. 

Doctor  Ellis  in  his  excellent  work,  speaking  of  the 
charge,  says : 

"  As  the  Irish  Brigade,  led  by  the  gallant  Meagher 
himself,  charged  the  enemy's  lines,  their  cheers  rose  in 
one  great  surge  of  sound  over  the  noise  of  battle,  over 
the  roar  of  a  multitude  of  artillery,  and  was  heard  far 
down  the  lines  to  the  left,  where  Bumside's  boys  were 
just  getting  at  it.  Thus  met,  the  rebel  advance  was 
checked  and  broken,  and  they  were  driven  with  awful 
slaughter." 

McClellan  in  his  report  bears  the  following  testi- 
mony to  their  bravery : 

"  Meagher's  Brigade,  advancing  steadily,  soon  be- 
came engaged  with  the  enemy,  posted  to  the  left,  and  in 
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front  of  Eonlette's  house.  It  continaed  to  advance 
under  a  heavy  fire  nearly  to  the  crest  of  the  hill  over- 
looking Piper's  house,  the  enemy  being  posted  in  a 
continuation  of  the  sunken  road  and  cornfield  before 
referred  to.  Here  the  brave  Irish  Brigade  opened 
upon  the  enemy  a  terrific  musketry  fire.  All  of 
General  Sumner's  corps  was  now  engaged,— General 
Sedgwick  on  the  right,  General  French  in  the  centre, 
and  General  Eichardson  on  the  left. 

"  The  Irish  Brigade  sustamed  its  well-earned  repub- 
tation.  After  suffering  terribly  in  officers  and  men, 
and  strewing  the  ground  with  their  enemies  as  they 
drove  them  back,  their  ammunition  nearly  expended, 
and  their  commander,  General  Meagher,  disabled  by  a 
fall  from  his  horse,  shot  under  him,  this  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  give  place  to  General  Caldwell's  brigade, 
which  advanced  to  a  short  distance  in  its  rear. 

"  The  lines  were  passed  by  the  Irish  Brigade  break- 
ing by  company  to  the  rear,  and  General  Caldwell's 
by  company  to  the  front,  as  steady  as  on  drilL" 

Did  a  commanding  general  ever  bear  higher  testi- 
mony to  the  service  of  any  brigade  than  this  ?  About 
one  hundred  and  twenty  recruits  had  joined  the  Bri- 
gade the  day  previous  to  the  battle,  and  were  assigned 
to  provost-duty,  but  requested  to  be  allowed  to  partici- 
pate in  the  engagement;  fully  seventy-five  of  them 
were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


The  battle  of  Antietam  continued. — Total  route  of  the  rebel  army. — The 
battle-field  at  night. — Heavy  losses  on  both  sides. — Fearful  loss  in  the 
Brigade.— Qeneral  Richardson  mortally  wounded. — ^Brigade  encamped 
on  Bolivar  Heights. — Beview  by  the  President. — Army  again  on  tho 
march. — Promotions  in  the  Brigade. 


Aftbb  the  Irish  Brigade  gave  place  to  Caldwell's,  the 
latter  continued  with  determined  gallantry  to  push  the 
enenay,  and,  supported  by  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Sixty- 
sixth  New  York,  of  Brookes'  brigade,  Fifth  New 
Hampshire,  and  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania,  ^cceeded 
in  completely  routing  them. 

Having  gained  the  left,  the  enemy  re-enforced  the 
front  in  order  to  recover  their  position,  but  were  met 
by  Eichardson's  division,  driving  them  back  until  we 
gained  possession  of  Piper's  house,  which  was  an  im- 
portant point 

General  Bichardson  was  conspicuous  at  the  head  of 
his  division,  and,  while  directing  the  fire  of  Graham's  * 
battery  from  the  hill,  was  struck  by  a  piece  of  a  shell, 
and  mortally  wounded.    Hancock  now  took  command 
of  the  division.     Meagher's  brigade  was  again  ordered 
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forward,  and  took  position  in  the  centre  of  the  liae, 
which  was  now  close  np  on  the  enemy.     The  Foiff- 
teenth  Connecticut  and  One   Hundred  and  Eighth 
New  York  came  up  to  their  support.    Kichardson  had 
to  hold  so  strong  and  extended  a  line,  he  was  able  to 
form  but  one  line  of  battle.    Jackson  seeing  this, 
oftentimes  tried  to  outflank  them,  but  was  met  hy 
changing  front.    The  enemy  again  came  on  in  Hne, 
but  by  this  time  our  artillery  had  got  into  position, 
and  several  batteries  opened  on  them  with  snch  effect 
as  to  break  their  lines,  and  drive  them  back  in  confti- 
sion.     This  closed  the  fighting  at  this  part  of  the  field, 
which  was  by  far  the  heaviest  of  the  day. 

Frauklin  reached  the  field  of  battie  about  one 
o'clock,  and  was  at  once  sent  to  the  support  of  Hooker 
and  Sumner,  and  Colonels  Irwin's  and  Brookes'  bri- 
gades took  up  position  on  the  right  of  French,  and 
soon  became  engaged,  and  prevented  the  enemy  from 
wedging  between  Sedgwick's  and  French's  divisions. 

Porter's  corps,  consisting  of  Sykes'  division  of  regu- 
lars and  Morrell's  division  of  volunteei'S,  held  a  posi- 
tion on  the  east  side  of  Antietam  creek,  filling  the 
interval  between  the  right  wing  and  Bumside's  com- 
mand. Six  battalions  of  the  regulars  were  thrown 
across  the  Antietam  bridge  to  drive  in  the  sharp- 
shooters who  were  annoying  our  batteries.  Warren's  bri- 
gade, of  Porter's  corps,  was  detached  to  hold  a  position 
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cm  Bumside's  right.  Slocom's  division  replaced  a  portion 
of  Snmner's  exhausted  troops.  Bumside's  corps,  con- 
sisting of  Generals  Cox,  Willcoz,  Eodman,  and  Sturgis' 
divisions,  held  the  left  of  the  line,  and  was  to  support 
the  attack  on  the  right  by  a  simultaneons  movement, 
-with  instructions  to  take  the  bridge  at  all  hazards. 
This  was  accomplished  by  a  brilliant  charge  of  the 
Fifty-first  New  York  and  Fifty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers.  It  was  followed  by  a  gallant  advance 
of  Bumside^s  corps  upon  a  steep  hill  on  which  Long- 
street's  troops  were  intrenched,  but  were  dislodged, 
with  considerable  slaughter  on  both  sides.  The  enemy 
were  re-enforced,  and  again  retook  the  lull.  The 
fighting  here  for  a  time  was  very  severe,  being  one 
series  of  assaults  and  counter-assaults — ^batteries  cap- 
tured and  recaptured — ^fierce  hand-to-hand  conflicts. 
It  was  near  dark,  and  Bumside  was  hard  pressed, 
when  Sturgis'  division  moved  forward  with  spirit, 
checking  the  enemy,  A  fierce  war  of  artillery  echoed 
from  both  sides  along  the  field  of  battle. 

About  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  men,  and 
four  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  were  for  fourteen  hours 
engaged  in  this  desperate  battle,  which  saved  the  cap- 
ital and  the  nation. 

The  hardest  fighting  of  the  day  was  undoubtedly  in 
front  of  Sumner's,  Hooker's,  and  Mansfield's  Corps, 
and  their  losses  were  fearful. 
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Sumner's  loss  was  five  thousand  two  hundred  and 
nine,  near  or  about  half  its  effective  force.  Hooker's, 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  nineteen.  Porter's,  one 
hundred  and  thirty.  Franklin's,  four  hundred  and 
thirty-eight.  Bumside's,  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  ninety-three.  Banks'  corps,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-three.  Making  a  grand  total  of 
twelve  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine.  The 
enemy  officially  acknowledge  a  loss  of  about  nine 
thousand ;  Sumner's  corps  lost  in  officers  alone  forty- 
one  killed,  and  eighty-nine,  including  four  general  offi- 
cers, wounded,  and  eight  hundred  and  nineteen  enlisted 
men  killed.  The  loss  of  the  Irish  Brigade  was  out  of 
proportion  high,  but  then  we  must  consider  that  it 
stood  the  fiercest  tempest  of  the  battle  for  nearly  four 
hours,  keeping  several  thousand  men  at  bay. 

The  Sixty-ninth  regiment  had  killed,  Captain  Felix 
Duffy,  Lieutenants  Charles  Williams  and  Patrick 
Kelly;  and  Lieut.- Col.  James  Kelly,  Lieutenant  Rich- 
ard A.  Kelly,  Captain  Jasper  R.  Whitty,  Lfeutenant 
Garret  Neagley,  severely  wounded,  and  Capt.  T.  L. 
Shanly,  mortally. 

Sixty-third.  Killed  :^-Lieutenants  Patrick  Lydon, 
George  Lynch,  Cadwallader  Smith,  and  acting  Major 
John  Kavanagh,  and  Lieutenant  J.  H.  McConnell. 
Wounded : — Lieutenant-Colonel  Henry  Fowler,  Major 
Richard  Bently,  Lieutenant  James  Mackey,   aid  to 
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General  Meagher,  mortally.  Captain  Michael  O'Sulli- 
van,  Captain  P.  J.  Condon,  in  the  thigh,  Lieutennat 
Thomas  W.  Cartwright. 

Eighty-eighth.  Killed: — Captain  P.  F.  Clooney; 
Captain  J.  O'C.  Joy  ee.  Wounded: — Adjutant  Turner, 
lieutenant  M.  Egan. 

Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  had  no  officers  killed 
or  wounded,  as  they  had  the  fortune  to  be  held  in  re- 
serve. 

The  casualties  among  the  non-commissioned  officers 
and  enlisted  men  amounted  to  about  four  hundred 
*in  all. 

McClellan  sets  down  the  respective  forces  engaged, 
as  follows : 

His  own  army.  First  Corps,  fourteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-six;  Second  Corps,  eighteen  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirteen ;  Fifth  Corps,  twelve 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty ;  Sixth  Corps,  twelve 
thousand  three  hundred ;  Ninth  Corps,  thirteen  thou- 
sand, eight  hundred  and  nineteen  ;  Twelfth  Corps,  ten 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty-six ;  Cavalry,  four 
thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty:  grand  aggre- 
gate, eighty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-four. 

He  then  makes  the  following  estimate  of  the  rebel 
forces  engaged.  General  T.  J.  Jackson's  corps,  twen- 
ty-four thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 
.  Longstroet's  corps,  twenty-three  thousand  three  hun- 
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dred  and  forty-two.  D.  H.  HilPs  two  divisions,  fifteea 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five.  J.  E.  B. 
Stuart's  cavalry,  six  thousand  four  hundred.  Eansom^B 
and  Jenkin's  brigades,  three  thousand.  Fortynsix 
regiments  not  included  in  the  above,  eighteen  thou- 
sand four  hundred.  Artillery,  estimated  at  four  hun- 
dred guns,  six  thousand.  Grand  total,  ninety-seyen 
thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five. 

Of  generals,  we  had  Mansfield,  Kichardson,  and 
Hartsuff  killed,  and  Hooker,  Duryea,  Dana,  Sodman, 
and  Eicketts  wounded. 

The  rebels  had :  Stark  and  Branch,  killed — and  An-' 
derson,  Wright,  Lancton,  Armstead,  Ripley,  Bansom, 
and  Jones,  wounded. 

The  troops  lay  beside  their  stacked  arms  on  the 
battle-field  all  night.  The  mournful  cry  of  the  whip- 
poor-will,  and  the  croaking  of  the  frogs  in  the  marshes, 
mingled  with  the  groans  of  the  dying  and  wounded, 
broke  the  solemn  stillness  that  reigned  over  the  field 
of  carnage. 

The  chaplains  were  quietly  moving  over  the  field 
with  lamps  in  their  hands,  shriving  the  penitent,  and 
binding  up  the  wounds  of  the  suffering.  The  doctors 
too,  were  moving  among  the  groups  of  the  dead  and 
wounded,  stanching  their  wounds,  or  easing  their  suf- 
ferings. 

The  dead  lay  piled  around  in  all  kinds  of  manner. 
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Here  are  two  men,  a  Federal  and  rebel  soldier,  with 
their  bayonets  driven  through  each  other's  breasts ; 
both  of  them  are  dead,  and  their  features  wear  all  the 
fierce  expressions  of  the  hate  and  passion  of  the  con- 
flict. 

Near  them  is  a  little  drummer-boy,  of  about  four- 
teen ;  a  piece  of  shell  has  gone  through  his  drum  and 
himself  together.  Poor  child  I  he  has  beaten  his  last 
tattoo. 

Some  bodies  are  disfigured ;  they  have  been  either 
torn  in  pieces  by  shells  or  scattered  about  by  the  horses 
and  wheels  of  the  artillery.  Their  clothes  only  keep 
the  shattered  remains  together.  The  streams  are  full 
of  bodies :  the  wounded  dragged  themselves  there  to 
drink,  fell  in,  and  were  drowned,  while  several  were 
killed  in  crossing. 

Dead  and  maimed  horses  lie  about.  Some  still 
plunging  and  trying  to  drag  their  broken  limbs  after 
them.  The  poor  animals  look  at  you  most  reproach- 
fully, as  much  as  to  say : 

*^  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  all  this  carnage ;  I  was 
brought  here  against  my  will,  and  why  should  I 
suflFerl" 

After  all,  the  physical  sufferings  here  are  not  greater 
than  the  moral  sufferings  of  dear  ones  at  home,  whose 
friends  have  been  engaged  in  the  battle.  They  hear 
that  a  great  battle  has  been  fought,  a  great  victory 
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won.  This  is  joyful  news,  indeed ;  but  the  heart 
yearns  to  learn  the  fate  of  friends.  Many  a  parent? 
wife,  and  sweetheart  tremblingly  open  the  papers  anA- 
cast  their  eyes  along  the  list  of  killed  and  woundecJ^ 
Alas !  that  cry  and  stifled  groan  tells  the  fearful  newi 
There  is  mourning  in  that  house,  mourning  in  many 
house,  I^orth  and  South,  for  the  soldiers  that  wil^ 
never  return.  There  are  broken  hearts,  gray  bain,'^ 
desolate  homes,  widows  and  orphans,  as  the  price  of^ 
victory. 

There  are  some  whose  names  appear  on  the  paper 
among  the  missing,  and  yet  they  have  not  been  heard 
from.  Friends  hope  that  they  have  been  taken  prisoner. 
Comrades  return  from  the  war,  but  can  tell  nothing 
about  them.  Hope  grows  into  suspense,  the  heart  is 
sick  of  this  uncertainty.  The  green  leaves  have  be- 
come brown,  the  winter's  frosts  have  passed  away,  and 
the  beautiful  spring  is  smiling  again,  yet  they  have 
heard  nothing  from  the  long  absent,  but  not  forgotten 
soldier. 

N"o,  they  will  never  hear  from  him  until  that  great 
accounting  day,  when  all  mankind  shall  be  summoned 
together,  for  he  dragged  himself  to  die  beneath  the 
shade  of  a  tree,  where  his  flesh  was  picked  by  the  birds 
of  the  air,  and  his  bones  have  long  since  mouldered 
into- dust. 

The  Army  of  the  Potomac  was  viotorioos,  and  'iLo* 
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Clellan  gravely  weighed  thie  chances  of  following  np 
the  victory,  and  renewing  the  attack  on  the  following 
morning.  After  anxious  deliberation  and  a  careful 
revision  of  the  diminished  numbers  of  our  army,  and 
the  strong  position  held  by  the  enemy,  he  decided  on 
not  risking  any  more.  When  we  consider  the  de- 
moralized state  of  the  army  after  Pope's  campaign, 
and  the  short  time  McClellan  had  to  reorganize  it  and 
fit  it  out  with  the  necessary  supplies,  we  must  feel 
grateful  for  his  signal  victory.  Besides,  his  army  was 
severely  handled,  and  the  chances  of  whipping  the  ene- 
my again  on  their  own  ground  were  not  too  certain. 

Did  he  succeed,  he  would  certainly  break  up  Lee's 
army  ;  did  he  fail  and  get  repulsed,  Washington  was 
at  the  mercy  of  Lee,  and  would  certainly  fall. 

Antietam,  though  not  the  bloodiest,  was  certainly 
the  most  important  battle  of  the  war,  for  the  fall  of 
the  national  capital  was  sure  to  follow  a  defeat ;  there- 
fore the  national  cause  could  suffer  no  risk  of  defeat. 
Lee  fell  back  to  the  Virginia  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
where  he  intrenched  himself  in  a  position  sufficiently 
strong  to  resist  any  further  attacks. 

Staart's  cavalry  had  wheeled  round  to  Williamsport, 
and  the  infantry  was  marching  to  join  him  by  way  of 
Winchester.  General  Couch's  division,  and  some  cav- 
alry, were  sent  to  attack  them,  which  they  did,  driv- 
ing them  across  the  river. 
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The  rebel  army  did  not  retreat  from  the  battle-field 
until  about  dusk  on  the  evening  of  the  18th.    They 
removed  most  of  their  wounded,  but  left  large  num- 
bers of  both  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 

Jackson  covered  the  retreat,  and  on  the  19th  ih^ 
whole  army  had  crossed  the  Potomac. 

The  retreat  was  managed  skilfully. 

On  the  20th  McClellan  began  to  move.  Jacksoi^ 
had  placed  a  few  batteries  to  cover  the  river.  Afteir^ 
a  few  discharges  the  guns  were  abandoned.  Our  forces^ 
pressed  on,  but  Hill  opened  on  them  from  the  shelter"** 
of  the  woods,  inflicting  severe  loss  on  a  Pennsylvania 
brigade. 

The  rebel  forces  withdrew,  and  took  up  position  on 
the  Opequan,  with  their  left  extending  towards  the 
Potomac. 

While  here,  Stuart  made  a  bold  dash  on  McClellan's 
rear,  so  as  to  draw  his  attention  from  the  retreating 
army. 

After  crossing  the  Potomac  at  Harper's  Ferry,  the 
Brigade  was  encamped  on  Bolivar  Heights.  General 
Meagher  had  his  headquarters  on  a  beaatifal  rising 
ground,  a  little  above  the  junction  of  the  Shenandoah 
and  the  Potomac.  Trees  and  shrubs  were  planted 
around,  giving  it  a  most  exquisite  appearance,  while 
in  front  lay  a  panoramic  view  of  surpassing  gran- 
deur.   Behind  lay  the  Blue  Bidge  Mountains,  and  near 
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by  rushed  the  Shenandoah  to  embrace  the  Potomac. 
The  rich  Shenandoah  Valley,  the  garden  of  Virginia, 
extended  far  away  in  the  distance. 

While  encamped  here,  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Heenan,  arrived,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Brigade 
under  General  Meagher. 

In  this  lovely  region,  surrounded  by  all  that  could 
delight  the  imagination — a  lovely  picturesque  country 
with  unrivalled  scenery,  a  sky  of  Italian  blue — the  men 
soon  forgot  their  losses,  and  began  to  enjoy  them 
selves. 

Soldiers  are  so  accustomed  to  encounter  death  in 
every  shape  and  form,  and  hold  their  lives  by  so  slen- 
der a  thread,  that  they  soon  forget  their  dearest  friends 
who  have  fallen.  Racing,  evening  parties,  and  amuse- 
ments were  the  order  of  the  day. 

While  here,  the  army  was  reviewed  by  the  President, 
accompanied  by  his  staff,  General  Gorman  of  Illinois, 
General  Sully  of  Minnesota,  and  other  distinguished 

parties. 

The  President,  accompanied  by  General  McClellan, 
and  other  generals,  rode  along  the  lines,  and  was 
received  with  cheers. 

They  next  rode  over  the  battle-field  of  Antietam. 

General  Sumner  had  gone  home  on  sick-leave,  and 
was  presented  with  an  address  by  the  general  and 
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oflScers  of  the  Brigade,  to  which  he  replied  in  a  mtf^ 
complimentary  style. 

Major-General  Couch  took  command  of  the  corp' 
in  his  absence,  and  Hancock  of  the  division. 

The  Brigade  was  sent  out  on  a  reconnoissance  as  fa---^ 
as  Charleston,  but  met  no  opposition,  and  again  re""^ 
turned  to  Bolivar  Heights. 

About  the  5th  of  November  the  army  broke  camp^ 
around  Harper's  Ferry,  and  commenced  marching  "* 
through  the  gaps  of  the  Blue  Ridge. 

While  at  Bolivar  Heights  the  following  promotionB 
were  made  in  the  Brigade : 

HSAI>QnABT£R8  IrISH  BrIOADB,  SsCOND  C0BF8, 

Hanooox's  Division,  Armt  ov  the  Potoxao, 
In  Gahp  on  Bolivab  Hbiohts,  Habpeb's  Fxbbt,  Va. 

(General  and  Special  Orders  No.  1.) 

Tlie  brigadier-general,  commanding  thiB  Brigade,  feels  tmlj  grati- 
fied in  officiallj  announcing  that  Identenant-Colonel  Patrick  KeUy, 
of  the  Eighty-eighth  N.  Y.  V.,  the  fourth  regiment  of  the  Irish  'RA- 
gade,  has  been  appdnted  and  commissioned  as  the  colonel  of  that 
regiment. 

Major  James  Qninlan  has  been  promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonel- 
cy of  the  Eighty-eighth  N.  Y.  V.,  and  has  received  his  commissloK 
as  second  highest  officer  of  the  same  regiment. 

Captain  William  Horgan  has  been  commissioned  as  mijor  of  the 
Eighty-eighth  N.  Y.  V. 

The  brigadier-general,  in  promulgating  these  appointments,  takes 
the  opportunity  of  congratulating  the  gallant  Mghty-eighth  in  hav- 
ing permanently,  in  superior  command,  officers  of  proved  capacity 
and  courage-'Officers  who  have  never,  in  any  instance,  faQed  in  the 
disdharge  of  their  duty,  and  who,  under  the  most  esacting  and  des- 
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perate  drcomBtanoes,  haTe  been  true  to  the  honor  of  their  regiment, 
the  reputation  of  the  Brigade,  and  the  hopes  and  pride  of  the  Irish 
race. 

The  brigadier-general  feels  most  happy  in  the  assorance  given  to 
him  in  these  appointments,  that  soldiers  discharging  their  duties 
with  fidelitj  and  spirit,  with  promptitude,  cheerfulness,  enthusiasm, 
and  courage,  will  meet  with  the  recognition  they  deserve ;  and  it  wUl 
be  the  earnest  and  zealous  endeavor  of  the  brigadier-general  to  see 
that  all  such  soldiers  under  his  command,  from  the  humblest  to  the 
highest  in  rank,  shall  have  the  honorable  reward  which  their  ser- 
vices and  devotion  shall  entitle  them  to  receive. 

B7  order  of  T.  F.  Mbagheb, 

Brigadier-QenenL 
Thomas  O'Neil,  Mijor  and  Acting  Adjutant-General. 
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Gamp  on  Bolivar  Heights,  Va.,  October  27, 1862, 
(Regimental  Order  No.  10.) 

The  following  named  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  hav- 
ing been  recommended  by  their  commanding  officer.  Captain  Joseph 
O'Neil,  for  bravery  on  the  battle-field,  are  commissioned  by  his  Ex- 
cellency, GK)vemor  Morgan,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  follows : 

First-Lieutenant  Jeremiah  McDonough,  to  be  captain  Company 
E,  vice  Prendergast,  with  rank  from  September  17,  1862. 

first-Lieutenant  John  H.  Gleeson,  to  be  captain  Company  B,  vice 
Warren,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

First-Lieutenant  Thomas  W.  Cartwright,  to  be  captain  Company 
D,  vice  Tobin,  resigned,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

Second-lieutenant  Thomas  Tuohy,  to  be  captain  Company  I,  vice 
Kavanagh,  killed  in  action,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

Second-Lieutenant  Richard  P.  Moore,  to  be  first-lieutenant  Com- 
pany H,  vice  Gleeson,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

SecondrLieutenant  James  J.  McCormack,  to  be  first-lieutenant  Com- 
pany I,  vice  Meehan,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

Second-Lieutenant  P.  Qormley,  Jr.,  to  be  first-lieutenant  Company 
A,  vice  McDonough,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 
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Seigeant-Major  William  Quirk,  to  be  first-lieutenant  Compfiny  C^, 
▼ice  Gartwright,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

First-Sergeant  William  Taylor,  to  be  first-lieutenant  Ck)mpaii7G, 
vice  Ryan,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

First-Sergeant  Timothy  Murray,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Gompaay 
A,  yice  Tuohy,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

First-Sergeant  William  Higgins,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company 

C,  vice  Russell,  declined  reappointment,  with  rank  from  July,  1863. 
Ilrst-Sergeant  Laurence  Diddy,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company 

D,  vice  McCormack,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  16, 1863. 
Sergeant  Miles  McDonald,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company  F, 

vice  Leyden,  killed  in  action,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

Sergeant  Patrick  H.  Riordan,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company  C, 
vice  Moore,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

First-Sergeant  Michael  Grogan,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company 
K,  vice  McConnell,  killed  in  action,  with  rank  from  September  17, 
1862. 

Sergeant  William  Daley,  to  be  second-lieutenant  Company  I,  vice 
Gormley,  promoted,  with  rank  from  September  17, 1862. 

By  order  of  Josbsph  CNbil, 

Captain  Commanding  Sixty-third  N.  Y.  V. 
Approved: 

Thomas  Francis  Mbagheb, 

Brigadier-General,  Commanding  Irish  Brigade. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  Brigade  at  Warrenton. — General  McCIellan  relieved  from  oommand.— 
Barnside  sapersedes  him. — McClellan's  departure  f^om  the  army. — ^The 
old  flags  consigned  to  Daniel  Devlin. — Presentation  of  new  colon. — The 
Brigade  at  Falmouth. — Battle  of  Fredericksburg. — Desperate  assault,  and 
fearful  loss  of  the  Brigade. — Banquet  in  Fredericksburg. — ^Brigade  re- 
tnrns  to  their  old  camp. 

They  fight,  ft^cL  f&U,  and  bleed, 

And  mingle  blood  with  blood ; 

A  prayer  ascends  to  heaven — a  sigh — 

God,  our  fla^,  Ireland,  liberty ! — ^they  die. 

Obeat  excitement  was  created  throughout  the  army 
by  the  announcement  that  McCIellan  was  again  re- 
lieved from  command,  and  replaced  by  General  Bum- 
side.  The  feeling  was  so  intensely  bitter  at  this  change 
that  several  officers  tendered  their  resignations.  "  Lit- 
tle Mac  "  was  a  great  favorite  with  the  army — his  very 
name  was  a  talisman.  After  saving  the  capital — after 
Pope's  disastrous  campaigur— the  Administration  and 
War  Department  now  threw  him  aside.  He  was  the 
only  general  in  whom  the  army  of  the  Potomac  had 
confidence,  until  Grant  turned  up;  and  old  veteran 
officers  and  soldiers  ought  to  be  better  judges  in  mili- 
tary matters  than  politicians. 
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The  reason  adduced  for  relieving  General  McClellaJ^ 
was,  that  he  would  not  advance  into  Yirginia.    Sincfi 
the  battle  of  Antietam  scarcely  a  day  passed  that  som^ 
important  movement  was  not  taking  place.     Beside^^ 
General  McClellan  allowed  his  weary  troops  time  t^^ 
recruit,  while  he  was  getting  forward  supplies  an( 
making  preparations  for  the  next  campaign. 

On  receipt  of  the  oflScial  order  relieving  him  from, 
command,  General  McClellan  issued  an  address  to  his 
soldiers,  informing  them  that  the  command  now  de- 
volved on  General  Bumside,  and  taking  an  affection- 
ate leave  of  them. 

The  generals  of  the  army  waited  on  him  to  pay 
iheir  parting  respects,  and  the  day  he  left  the  army 
lined  the  roads  to  show  their  respect  and  bid  him 
farewell. 

The  feeling  ran  so  high  that  several  officers  resigned. 
In  the  Irish  Brigade  some  had  tendered  their  resig- 
nations, which  General  Meagher  promptly  declined, 
and  issued  an  official  order  denouncing  such  a 
course.* 

While  at  "Warrenton  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts  was  added  to  the  Brigade,  thus  giving  General 
Meagher  the  command  of  six  veteran  regiments, 
namely:  the  Sixty-third,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Eighty- 
eighth  New  York ;  the  Twenty-eighth  and  Twenty- 

*  See  Appendix. 
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mntli  Massachusetts,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania. 

About  the  middle  of  November  the  Brigade  moved 
to  Falmouth,  and  was  joined  by  a  number  of  recruits. 

The  winter  had  set  in;  cold  and  bleak  winds 
whistled  over  the  fields  of  Virginia,  and  the  soldiers, 
imagining  that  they  had  gone  into  winter^uarters, 
prepared  comfortable  huts.  Of  this  pleasing  hope 
they  were  soon  disabused. 

The  Press  and  the  War  Department  had  loudly 
called  on  McClellan  to  move  forward  and  crush  the 
rebel  army.  Because  he  did  not  do  so  he  was  relieved 
by  Bumside.  Bumside  should  now  do  something  to 
please  his  friends.  He  resolved  to  make  some  move- 
ment— no  matter  how  desperate — no  \natter  though  an 
army  should  be  sacrificed,  fn  fact,  Bumside  was 
hounded  on  to  it,  and  readily  became  a  willing  tool  in 
order  to  wear  the  brief  honors  of  commander-in-chief. 
Bumside  moved  his  army  to  the  lower  Bappahannock. 
This,  perhaps,  was  a  wise  move,  for  it  gave  him  two 
modes  of  transportation,  one  by  water  to  Aquia 
Creek,  the  other  by  railway. 

On  the  march  from  Warrenton  to  Falmouth,  Gen- 
eral Hancock  had  issued  orders  to  respect  all. private 
property. 

This  was  all  very  good,  but  hungry  men  did  not 
relish  it.    A  certain  regiment  of  the  Brigade,  pass- 


326  ^^^     IRISH    BRIGADE. 

ing    by   a  fine  field  of  turnips,  helped   themsetvcB 
liberally,  both  the  colonel  and  chaplain    setting  ttv® 
example.    Hancock  chanced  to  pass  at  the  time,  aa^ 
there  were  the  men  with  the  green  stalks  of  turnips  \^ 
their  hands  and  the  roots  in  their  mouths,  most  com  — 
fortably  craunching  away  at  them,  while  their  pocket^^ 
and  haversacks  were  loaded  with  them,  giving  th< 
regiment  the  appearance  of  one  huge  moving 
green. 

Hancock  stormed,  and  swore,  and  rode  up  to  the 
coloneL  It  happened  that  the  colonel  and  chapl&in 
were  flanked  on  each  side  with  turnips,  while  they 
hung  like  garlands  from  the  saddles,  and  they  were 
actually  in  the  act  of  eating  them  at  the  time. 

"  Are  you  colonel  of  this  regiment,  sir  ?" 

"Yes,"  muttered  the  other,  with  a  huge  piece  of 
turnip  in  his  mouth. 

"Did  you  know  my  orders  to  respect  private 
property?" 

"  Yes,  general,  but  the  men  were  hungry,  and  we 
thought  it  no  harm  to  take  a  few  turnips." 

"A  few,  indeed!  and  your  worthy  chaplain  has 
joined  in  helping  himself  to  his  neighbor's'  property. 
Colonel,  I  place  you  under  arrest.  Send  your  sword 
to  my  quarters." 

The  colonel  did  send  the  sword,  but  retained  the 
scabbard,  as  there  was  nothing  said  about  it,  and 
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marclied  about  with  it  dangling  at  his  side.  The  gen- 
eral returned  the  sword  after  a  few  days. 

When  nearing  Hartwood  Church,  the  Irish  Brigade 
was  ordered  by  Sumner  to  advance  up  the  road  to- 
wards Falmouth,  to  see  if  any  of  the  enemy  should  be 
there.  As  they  did  so,  the  enemy  revealed  a  battery 
beyond  the  river.  Sumner  ordered  them  to  charge 
upon  it.  They  plunged  into  the  Bappahannock,  dashed 
across  it,  flung  themselves  on  a  battery  of  the  enemy, 
capturing  two  guns.  As  they  dashed  at  it,  they  gave 
one  Irish  cheer,  kicked  over  kettles,  frying-pans,  coffee- 
pots, and  every  thing  in  their  way.  The  enemy  fled 
without  firing  a  shot.  Hancock  cried  out,  "  General 
Meagher,  I  have  never  seen  any  thing  so  splendid." 

On  the  17th  of  November  General  Sumner  appeared 
before  Fredericksburg,  and  demanded  a  surrender  of 
the  place.  This  was  followed  by  Burnside  himself 
demanding  a  surrender  on  the  21st,  and,  after  this 
heroic  display,  did  nothing  more.  The  enemy  were 
all  the  time  strongly  fortifying  the  hill,  building  forts 
and  establishing  batteries. 

Burnside  gave  them  near  a  month's  notice  before  he 
began  the  slaughter  of  the  13th  December ;  and  they 
were  consequently  well  prepared. 

Had  he  attacked  the  place  when  he  first  appeared 
before  it,  there  was  little  force  there  to  oppose  him,  as 
the  left  wing  of  Lee's  army,  under  Jackson,  had  not 
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yet  arrived,  and  the  enemy  had  not  thrown  up  fortifi- 
cations. 

Both  Bides  picketed  the  Kappahannock,  the  men 
being  separated  only  by  the  river.  Amusing  scenes 
and  conversations  occurred  between  the  men  on  both 
sides ;  and  they  often  passed  over  to  one  another  in 
canoes  or  by  wading  the  river,  in  order  to  carry  on  a 
little  traffic. 

"  How  are  you  to-day,  Yank  ?"  was  the  usual  morn- 
ing salute. 

"I  reckon  I  feel  rather  cold,  Johnny ;  I'd  like  a  nip." 

"Any  coffee,  Tank?"  and  the  reb  would  hold  up  a 
canteen  of  the  ardent. 

"  Plenty ;  and  tobacco,  too." 

Thus  a  trade  was  established,  and  either  party  would 
manage  to  cross  over. 

It  often  happened  that  old  friends  and  relatives  met 
this  way. 

I  heard  of  a  case  where  a  rebel  picket  crossed  over 
to  traffic.  One  of  our  pickets  chanced  to  be  an  old 
enemy  of  his. 

As  soon  as  he  saw  him,. he  jumped  up  £rom  the  fire, 
his  eyes  glaring,  and  exclaimed : 

"  Ha,  Ned  Haskin,  you  cowardly  bastard,  I  have 
you  now.  You  know  me — aye,  Ned  !  you  know  how 
yon  treated  me  in  Norfolk,  when  you  thought  to  take 
my  life,  you  worthless  spawn,  you  1" 
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The  infuriated  man  drew  his  bayonet ;  the  other  did 
the  same;  and  before  those  around  could  interfere, 
they  were  stabbing  and  cutting  one  another  savagely. 
Soon  Haskin  fell ;  the  other  rolled  over  him,  burying 
his  bayonet  in  his  breast.  Haskin's  friends  on  the 
other  side  looked  on  for  a  moment,  and,  seeing  their 
comrade  fall,  took  deliberate  aim  and  fired,  killing  or 
wounding  every  man  around. 

This  is  the  worst  feature  though,  for  often  badinage 
and  jokes  were  freely  exchanged. 

"  What's  the  news  to-day.  Tank  ?"  was  the  inquiry 
by  a  rebel  picket  one  morning. 

Stirring  news,  Johnny  reb  ;  there  is  a  great  oreak- 
ing  out  in  New  York." 

"You  don't  say  so;  the  people  all  up  in  arms?'* 
queried  the  delighted  reb. 

"  Oh,  not  at  all,"  exclaimed  Paddy ;  "  it's  only  a 
breaking  out  of  the  measles." 

Paddy  hadn't  the  joke  always  on  his  side,  as  the 
following  story  testifies : 

"  How  are  ye,  rebs,  this  blessed  cowld  morning  ?" 
asked  an  Irishman,  good-naturedly. 

"Oh,  we  don't  feel  good  to-day,"  was  the  reply, 
"we  have  suffered  an  awful  loss:  Jackson  has  re- 
signed !" 

"Arrah,  whist!  is  that  true?  An'  what  the  deuce 
made  him  resign  ?"  asked  Paddy,  highly  delighted  at 
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the  news,  for  there  was  no  general  in  the  Confederacy 
more  dreaded  than  Stonewall  Jackson. 

"Oh,  yes;  he  resigned  becanse  they  removed 
his  commissary-general,  and  he  would  not  stand 
it." 

"  His  commissary-general,  eh !   then  who  was  heP 

"  General  Banks,"  was  the  sarcastic  reply. 

On  the  second  of  December  took  place  the  interest- 
ing ceremony  of  confiding  the  tattered  battle-stained 
flags,  under  which  the  Brigade  won  such  universal 
applause  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  to  the  custody  of 
Daniel  Devlin,  Esq.,  City  Chamberlain  and  Chairman 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Irish  Brigade.  Mr. 
Devlin's  unwavering  attention-  to  the  interests  of  the 
Brigade  rendered  him  the  most  fitting  person  to  be 
their  temporary  custodian.  The  trust  could  not  be 
confided  to  a  more  deserving  gentleman  or  a  truer 
friend.  Captain  James  E.  McGFee,who  had  honorably 
distinguished  himself  in  their  defence,  was  deputed 
by  General  Meagher  to  bring  the  flags  to  JSTew  York, 
and  deliver  them  to  Mr.  Devlin. 

The  flags  were  delivered  to  Mr.  Devlin  at  his  coun- 
try seat,  Manhattanville,  where  a  committee  of  Amer- 
ican gentlemen  were  to  present,  in  return,  a  new  set 
of  colors.  These  were  to  be  purely  the  gift  of  Amer- 
icans, in  appreciation  of  the  Irish  Brigade.  Mr. 
Spalding  was  the  promoter  of  this  very  handsome 
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token  of  American  gratitude  for  Irish  valor  in  defence 
of  the  republic. 

A  number  of  distinguished  gentlemen  were  invited 
on  the  occasion,  among  whom  were  his  Grace  Arch- 
bishop Hughes,  and  his  secretary,  Eev.  Mr.  McNeirny ; 
Gteorge  Law,  Esq. ;  Hon.  Judges  0.  P.  Daly  and  H, 
Hilton,  of  the  Common  Pleas ;  James  T.  Brady,  Esq. ; 
John  Savage,  Esq. ;  Hon.  James  Brooks ;  Hon.  Au- 
gust Belmont.  Minister  to  the  Netherlands  under 
President  Pierce;  John  E.  Develin,  Esq. ;  Bartholomew 
O'Connor,  Esq. ;  Stephen  Massett,  Esq. ;  H.  F.  Spaul- 
ding,  Esq.;  Shepherd  Knapp,  Esq.;  J.  B.  Nicholson, 
Esq. ;  Dr.  Ives,  John  Bryan,  Esq. ;  E.  C.  Donnelly, 
Esq. ;  J.  Devlin,  Esq. ;  H.  L.  Hoguet,  Esq. ;  Samuel' 
Babcock,  Esq ;  Rev.  Michael  McKenna,  of  Derry, 
Ireland  ;  C.  Lamont,  Esq. ;  and  others. 

The  following  were  the  officers  present,  some  of 
whom  were  home  on  sick-leave,  and  some  on  recruit- 
ing duty : 

Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Kelly,  Captains  Leddy, 
Whitty,  McGee,  Nagle,  Carr,  Moroney,  Lieutenant  J. 
Qosson,  Adjutant  Smith,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  ;  Captains 
Egan,  O'Brien,  and  Lieutenants  Gallagher,  Emmet, 
and  Wall,  of  the  Eighty-eighth  ;  and  Captains  John  C. 
Lynch,  Gleeson,  and  Tracy,  of  the  Sixty-third ;  and 
Lieutenant  Giles,  of  the  old  Sixty-ninth. 

The  presentation  of  the  old  flags  to  Mr.  Devlin  was 
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made  by  Captain  McGee  on  the  part  of  General 
Meagher.  In  the  delivery  of  them  he  made  a  most 
effective  address,  direct  and  soldierly,  referring  to  the 
injunctions  given  to  those  who  carried  them  away; 
but  leaving  to  otherg"  to  say  how  they  had  been  de- 
fended. He  paid  a  worthy  tribute  to  Mr.  Devlin, 
who,  on  receiving  the  colors,  said : 

'^  Captain  McOee  and  officers  of  the  deputation 
from  the  Irish  Brigade — ^You  will  excuse  me  for  say- 
ing that  I  feel  a  peculiar  pride  in  being  made  the  cus- 
todian, however  temporarily,  of  these  immortal  flags. 
I  saw  them  when  in  their  maiden  beauty  they  first 
floated  upon  the  breeze  and  were  presented  to  the  sev- 
eral regiments  of  the  Brigade,  some  twelve  short  months 
ago.  It  was  with  pride  and  hope,  and  an  anxiety 
almost  akin  to  apprehension,  that  I  beheld  them  borne 
by  your  standard-bearers  through  our  great  thorough- 
fares, amid  the  cheers  and  blessings  of  countless  multi- 
tudes. At  Castle  Garden  they  and  the  brave  hearts 
that  surrounded  them  disappeared  from  my  view ;  but 
I  have  followed  them  with  the  anxious  though  confi- 
dent eyes  of  my  heart  in  their  every  movement,  in  the- 
camp,  the  si^e,  and  the  battle-field,  from  that  day  to 
this.  To  this  most  glorious  dayj  when  they  are  re- 
stored to  us,  and  stand  before  us,  as  does  the  renmant 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Potomac  before  the  nation 
— ^without  a  single  stain  of  defeat,  dishonor,  or  re- 


TEE    IMISJEt    BRIGADE.  888 

proach — ^immortal.  Oh,  could  these  war-worn  flags 
but  tell  us  what  they  have  witnessed  on  the  hard- 
contested,  hard-won  fields  over  which  they  were  borne 
triumphant ;  could  they  but  tell  us  how  the  boys,  with 
buoyant  heart  and  ready  hand,  by  day  and  night,  in 
cold  and  storm,  applied  themselves  to  the  exhausting 
labors  of  the  siege ;  how  when  death  had  thinned  their 
ranks  and  quenched  their  joyous  spirits,  the  remnant 
few  were  still  prepared,  at  the  word  of  their  gallant 
leader,  to  rush  with  unfaltering  step  upon  the  assail- 
ing foe !  Oh,  could  these  tattered  flags  but  tell  us  how 
often,  when  the  storm  of  battle  raged  to  its  very  height 
— ^when  comrades  had  fallen  in  frightful  heaps  on 
every  side,  and  other  flags  had  been  stricken  down  or 
had  disappeared  in  the  ^asp  of  a  hostile  hand,  and 
hope  seemed  .fast  receding  on  the  swelling  tide  of 
blood,  they  were  still  borne  aloft,  as  it  were  with  new- 
bom  strength,  were  seen  far  and  wide  to  beckon  on 
«md  on  to  the. point  of  deadliest  encounter;  and  could 
they  tell  us  how,  as  the  tumult  of  the  onset  ceased  and 
the  smoke  of  the  battle  swept  from  the  plain,  they 
fitiU  were  seen  aloft  waving  in  triumph,  amid  the 
shouts  of  victory,  then  would  not  every  Irish  and 
every  patriotic  heart  swell  with  honest  pride,  and  be 
eager  to  offer  on  the  altar  of  his  country's  welfare  a 
new  tribute  in  honor  of  the  Irish  Brigade  ?  Oh,  gen- 
tlemen, I  cannot  express  to  you  in  words  the  feelings 
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of  pride  and  gratitude  that  fill  my  heart  for  ihe  servioe 
yon  have  rendered  to  the  cause  of  our  country,  and 
the  lustre  and  the  glory  you  have  shed  upon  our 
native  land  and  race.  And  now  the  old  flags  are  hero 
before  us  to  inspire  anew  our  patriotism,  and  recdve 
our  grateAil  thanks.  Let  us  never  forget  the  brave 
fellows  who  are  still  exposed  to  the  perils  and  hard- 
ships of  the  field.  And  it  would  be  a  pleasing  duly 
could  I  place  them  in  some  Chapel  of  the  Invalides — 
as  at  Paris — ^where  the  worshippers,  as  they  cast  an 
eye  there,  might,  in  the  spirit  of  our  Church,  utter  a 
prayer  to  the  Throne  of  Mercy  for  the  happy  repose 
of  the  brave  spirits  who,  with  short  shrift,  feU  beneath 
them.  I  beg  you,  gentlemen,  to  convey  to  your 
gallant  general  and  his  Brigade  the  assurance  that  I 
shall  guard  these  mute  witnesses  of  your  glorious 
deeds  as  a  sacred  trust.  These,  gentlemen,  as  I  have 
already  intimated,  were  your  maiden  flags.  They 
have  fulfilled  their  destiny,  and  now  you  are  to  receive 
from  other  friendly  hands,  and  in  presence  of  the 
illustrious  chief  under  whose  guidance  your  honors 
have  been  won,  flags  which  are  new  indeed,  but  which 
will  be  endeared  to  you  by  the  record  within  their 
folds,  of  all  the  noble  achievements  that  were  wit- 
nessed by  those  which  you  have  now  committed  to  our 
keeping.  When,  in  the  contest  which  to  all  human 
view  must  again  be  renewed,  your  eye  shall  catch  a 


TITE     IRISH    BBIGADE.  835 

glimpse  of  the  thrilling  names  of  Fair  Oaks,  Malvern 
Hill,  and  above  all,  Antietam,  let  them  serve  as  so 
many  tmmpet  tongnes  to  stir  yonr  souls  to  final 
victory.  And  let  yonr  watchword  and  battle-cry  be : 
*  The  Union,  our  Kation,  and  Ireland  forever  I* " 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Devlin's  speech,  Henry  F. 
Spaulding,  Esq.,  proceeded  to  present  the  new  flags  in 
tiie  following  language : 

"  lieutenant-Oolonel  Kelly  and  Officers  of  the  Irish 
Brigade — ^We  are  delegated  (and  are  glad  to  avail 
ourselves  of  this  occasion)  to  present  new  colors  to  the 
Sixty-ninth,  Eighty-eighth,  and  Sixty-third  regiments, 
New  York  Volunteers,  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  with  the 
names  of  the  battles  in  which  they  have  won  distinc- 
tion inscribed  upon  them.  Here  are  your  green  flags 
and  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  Allow  us,  American-bom 
citizens,  to  present  them  in  grateful  commemoration  of 
the  gaUant  deeds  of  yom*  Brigade  in  the  army  of  flie 
Potomac,  on  the  battle-fields  of  Virginia  and  Mary- 
land, in  the  war  to  maintain  the  national  domain  and 
the  honor  and  integrity  of  the  American  Union.  They 
are  intended  to  replace  the  old  flags  which  you  have 
borne  so  long  with  honor,  and  which  you  have  just 
returned  to  the  donors  all  battle-torn  and  riddled. 
When  you  unfiirl  these  new  banners  to  General 
Meagher,  say  to  him,  for  us,  that  his  brilliant  and 
heroic  conduct,  and  that  of  the  Irish  Brigade  under  his 
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command,  wins  the  Tmqualified  praise  of  alL    Tell  \k 
brave  soldiers  that  they  would  be  yet  prouder  could 
they  see  with  what   enthusiasm   their   services  are 
appreciated.    On  the  soil  of  their  adoption  they  hftve 
added  fresh  and  enduring  pages  to  the  chivalric  history 
of  their  native  land.    Take,  then,  these  standards.  We 
intrust  them  to  you,  as  did  your  fellow-countrymen  the 
first,  knowing  that  so  long  as  any  of  you  are  left  to 
guard  them,  they  will  defy  captivity  and  dishonor;  and 
may  the  ^  sunburst '  on  the  flag  of  Erin  prove  prophetic 
of  that  peace  which  shall  soon  break  gloriously  throng 
the  storm  of  war  which  now  desolates  our  beloved 
country.    Then  shall  old  Erin's  harp  be  tuned  afresh 
to  the  proud  song  of  ^  The  Land  of  the  Free  and  the 
Home  of  the  Brave.'    Then  shall  we  represent  ^one 
country,  one  constitution,  one  destiny.' " 

Mr.  Spaulding's  remarks,  deKvered  as  they  were 
with  feeling  and  earnestness,  were  enthusiastically 
received  by  the  officers.  The  wound  in  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Kelly's  jaw  preventing  him  from  responding, 
Captain  McGee  was  appointed  to  that  duty,  of  which 
he  acquitted  himself  most  happily.  Captain  McGee 
said  in  his  remarks : 

^^  General  Meagher  never  asks  his  men  to  share  any 
dangers  which  he  himself  is  not  the  first  to  brave.  He 
never  says,  *  There's  something  to  be  done — go  do  it,' 
but,  *  Come  on,  boys,  follow  me  I' " 
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A  banquet  of  the  mofit  magnificent  description  was 
provided  by  the  bounteous  hospitality  of  Mr.  Devlin, 
and  round  his  board  many  dear  reminiscences  and 
patriotic  sentiments  were  evoked  in  toasts  and  speeches 
by  the  host, '  Judge  O'Connor,  John  Bryan,  John 
Savage,  and  others. 

Battle  of  Fbedbbigksbubg. 

Fredericksburg  is  situated  in  a  basin,  with  a  range 
of  hills  girding  it  on  the  side  occupied  by  the  rebels. 
Lee  had  thi*own  up  very  strong  intrenchments,  which, 
added  to  the  natural  strength  of  the  place,  rendered  it 
almost  impregnable  to  an  assault.  The  Confederate 
army  was  posted  in  the  following  order: 

Longstreet,  with  Bansom's,  McLaws',  and  Picket's 
divisions,  held  the  left  of  the  line.  Anderson's  division 
held  Maiye's  Hill,  against  which  the  Brigade  charged. 
Unfortunately,  there  were  several  Irish  regiments  in 
this  division,  and  were  thus  ptted  against  their  coun- 
trymen. Hood  extended  to  the  railroad  and  connect- 
ing with  the  right,  which  was  held  by  Ambrose  Hill 
and  Early,  with  Stuart's  mounted  division,  light  artil* 
lory  and  infantry,  protecting  the  extreme  right  and 
left. 

D.  H.  Hill  was  held  in  reserve. 

The  Washington  Artillery  corps  held  position  on 

Marye's  and  Lee's  Heights. 

16 
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Bumside's  plan  of  battle  was  to  throw  his  righCf 
comprising  Sumner's  command,  across  the  river  at^ 
Fredericksburg  and  United  States  Ford,  to  attack 
Marye's  Heights,  Hooker  to  demonstrate  heavily  on  the 
centre,  while  Franklin  would  cross  down  the  river,  and 
try  to  flank  the  enemy's  left. 

The  movement  commenced  on  the  night  of  the  10th 
December.  During  that  night  the  pontoons  were  con- 
veyed to  the  river,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  in  position  opposite  the 
city.  At  five  o'clock  next  morning,  the  pontoon-train, 
in  charge  of  the  Seventeenth  and  Fiftieth  New  York 
Engineers,  and  under  command  of  General  Woodbury, 
proceeded  to  the  river-bank,  where,  with  infantiy  sup- 
ports, an  attempt  was  made  to  throw  three  bridges 
across  the  river— one  at  the  point  where  the  railroad 
bridge  formerly  crossed,  and  two  more  opposite  the 
city,  but  nearer  Falmouth.  The  pontooniers  had  suc- 
ceeded in  partially  constructing  the  bridges,  when  the 
rebels  suddenly  opened  a  very  brisk  and  deadly  fire 
of  musketry  from  along  the  banks  of  the  river  and  the 
windows  of  the  houses,  compelling  a  cessation  of  the 
work.  The  planks  and  boats  were  riddled  by  every 
volley.  Once  more  they  were  compelled  to  withdraw, 
and  they  fell  back  to  the  cover  of  the  ridge  of  hills 
running  parallel  with  the  river. 

Our  artillery  opened  with  terrific  effect  upon  the 
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lionses  in  which  the  rebel  sharpshooters  were  con- 
cealed. After  the  fii*8t  fire  they  became  untenable  by 
the  rebel  riflemen,  who  retreated  to  the  rear  of  the 
town,  where  they  took  shelter  behind  the  as  yet  un- 
harmed buildings. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  the  bridges  could  not 
be  built  till  a  party  could  be  thrown  over  to  clean  out 
the  rebels  and  cover  the  bridge-head.  For  this  mission 
General  Bumside  called  for  volunteers,  and  Colonel 
Hall,  of  Fort  Sumter  fame,  immediately  responded. 
The  Seventh  Michigan  and  !N'ineteenth  Massachusetts, 
two  small  regimen t9,  numbering  in  all  about  four  hun- 
dred men,  were  selected  for  the  purpose. 

Nothing  could  be  more*  admirable  or  more  gallant 
than  the  execution  of  this  daring  feat.  A  landing  was 
soon  effected,  and  then  a  vigorous  bayonet-charge 
drove  out  the  rebel  riflemen,  not,  however,  before  a 
number  of  them  were  killed  and  about  one  hundred 
made  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  gallant  volunteers 
was  trifling.  In  less  than  half  an  hour  after  the  bridge 
was  completed,  and  the  head  of  the  column  of  the  right 
grand  division,  consisting  of  General  Howard^s  com-> 
mand,  was  moving  upon  it  over  the  Rappahannock. 
A  feeble  attempt  from  the  rebel  batteries  was  made  to 
shell  the  troops  in  crossing,  but  it  failed  to  inflict  any 
material  damage. 

On  Friday  momipg  a  dense  fog  hid  every  thing 
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from  view.    The  troops  commenced  moving  at  %^ 
early  hour,   Major-General  Sumner's  grand  diviao^ 
leading  the  way  over  in  front  of  the  city,  followed  by 
Major-General  Hooker's  division. 

At  a  quarter  past  nine  the  first  gun  was  fired. 

At  a  quarter  past  two  the  rebds  opened  with  all  the 
guns  posted  on  the  first  ridge  of  hills.  Their  main 
fij*e  was  directed  npon  the  city,  which  was  filled  with 
our  troops*  Those  guns  which  were  posted  on  the  left 
of  the  ridge  were  opened  on  the  large  body  of  troops 
which  crossed  on  the  two  lower  bridges,  and  had 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  were  moving  obliqudy 
down  the  river,  fronting  th^  Massaponax, 

The  general  engagement,  to  which  the  operations 
thus  detailed  led,  commepced  on  ^  morning  of  Satni^ 
day,  the  13th. 

Skirmishing  commenced  on  the  left  about  daylight 
Soon  after  a  rebel  battery  opened  on  our  lines,  and  tfaa 
Ninth  Kew  York  Militia  was  ordered  to  charge  it,  but 
after  a  fierce  struggle  was  compelled  to  retire.  The 
remainder  of  the  brigade,  under  General  Tyler,  then 
charged  the  enemy's  guns,  when  the  fight  became 
general  on  the  extreme  left.  General  Meade's  and 
General  Gibbon's  divisions  encountered  the  right  of 

• 

General  A*  P«  Hill'p  comn;iwd.  llie  cannonading 
was  terrific,  though  our  troops  suffered  but  little  from 
the  ^Qi^y'^  m*|l4illery.    Qjudli^ljr  tho  fight  eactended 
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sronnd  to  the  right.    General  HoweV  divinon  went 
in,  and  then  General  Brooks'  dirision. 

At  ten  o'clock  a.  ic.  General  Sumner's  troops  ad- 
vanced to  engage  the  enemy  on  the  right.  General 
Snmner  had  selected  French's  division  of  General 
Couch's  corps  for  the  advance  of  the  attacking  column. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  Irish  Brigade  was  drawn 
np  in  line  of  battle  at  ^^  order  arms"  and  a  ^'  parade 
rest."  A  green  sprig  was  ordered  by  General  Meagher 
to  be  placed  in  the  caps  of  both  officers  and  men,  him- 
self first  setting  the  example.  At  about  half-past  nine 
o'clock  they  were  marched  up  to  the  centre  of  the  city, 
nearer  the  enemy,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  a 
street  running  nearly  east  and  west.  Here  brigade 
and  regimental  hospitals  were  established.  General 
Meagher,  accompanied  by  General  Hancock  and  the 
members  of  his  staff,  now  addressed  his  "  little  Bri- 
gade," each  regiment  separately,  briefly  in  his  eloquent 
style,  and  in  words  of  real  inspiration.  Eaeh  man  was 
made  aware  of  the  great  and  terrible  work  before  him, 
and  each  man  m<ea8ured  in  his  mind  the  part  he  had 
to  perform.  The  general's  remarks  were  responded  to 
by  the  men  with  great  spirit  and  acclamation.  Colonel 
Kugent  gave  instructions  to  his  ^^boys"  in  his  usual 
calm  and  earnest  manner,  when  every  man  stood  in 
his  place,  with  set  lip  and  flashing  eye,  awaiting  the 
word  to  advance.    French's  division  was  first  to  attack 
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the  eDeiiiy,  supported  by  Zooke,  Meagher,  and  Cala^ 
well's  brigades  of  Kichardson's  division  in  succeBsion^^ 
General  French  made  the  attack  at  aboat  twelve 
o'clock  M.,  when  the  battle  became  general.  Zooke's 
brigade  moved  up,  followed  by  Meagher's.  The  aspe(it 
was  already  terrible.  Noonday  was  turned  to  dusk  by 
the  smoke  and  storm  of  battle.  A  ravine  in  rear  of  the 
town,  through  the  centre  of  which  runs  a  mill-stream 
seven  or  eight  feet  wide,  over  which  they  were  obliged 
to  cross  on  a  rude  bridge,  was  swept  by  a  raking  fire 
from  the  enemy's  batteries.  Having  crossed  this,  the 
Brigade  halted  in  line  of  battle,  the  men  relieved  them- 
selves of  their  blankets  and  haversacks,  and  awaited 
the  order  to  advance.  French's  division  fire,  fall,  lie 
down,  scatter,  rally ;  but  in  vain — ^it  is  already  placed 
hora  de  combat*  Zooke's  brigade  advanced  in  fine  style, 
but  rapidly  fell ;  and  though  its  ranks  were  thinned,  still 
on  they  wentl  "Irish  Brigade,  advance,"  is  heard  in 
bold,  distinct  accents  above  the  clamor  of  battle — "For- 
ward, double-quick,  guide  centre ;"  and  on  it  dashes 
through  the  cornfield,  in  the  face  of  the  most  invul- 
nerable point  of  the  enemy's  works.  They  are  greeted 
by  a  murderous  fire  of  grape  and  canister  and  minie 
balls.  Gaps  are  opened  in  the  ranks,  but  they  dose 
again  and  move  still  onward.  The  first  fence  is  gained 
and  passed.  The  enemy  now  falls  back  from  his  first 
behind  his  second  line  of  breastworks.    They  gain  the 
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eecond  fence,  within  sixty  yards  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries, and  are  met  by.a  most  disastrous  enfilade  and 
direct  fire  from  the  rebel  artillery  and  infantry.  They 
had  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery  to  support  them, 
and  yet  they  stood  against  shot  and  shell,  grape  and 
canister,  minie  and  conical  balls,  to  fight  a  formidable 
enemy,  artillery  and  infantry,  posted  behind  stone 
walls  and  fortifications. 

The  rebel  position  was  unassailable,  it  was  a  perfect 
daughter-pen,  and  column  after  colunm  was  broken 
against  it 

Our  artillery  did  so  little  injury  to  the  enemy,  that 
ihey  were  able  to  concentrate  aU  their  fire  on  the 
advancing  columns  of  troops.  Besides,  an  oblique  flank 
fire  swept  us,  so  that  whole  regiments  melted  away 
before  it  Some  broke  for  the  rear,  others  lay  down 
among  the  dead.  The  advance  of  the  Brigade  was 
actually  impeded  by  the  bodies  piled  upon  one  another. 
Brave  fellows  I  their  own  bodies  were  soon  to  be  added 
to  ihe  number.  But  foremost  in  the  ranks  of  the  honored 
dead  were  the  boys  with  the  green  sprigs  in  their  caps. 

It  was  not  a  battle — ^it  was  a  wholesale  slaughter  of 
human  beings — sacrificed  to  the  blind  ambition  and 
incapaoity  of  some  parties. 

Franklin  and  Hooker's  advance  had  not  been  a  bit 
more  successful.  They,  too,  were  hurled  against 
intrenched  positions,  and  driven  back  with  consider- 


able   Blanghter;   but  nothing  like  that  tm  Maryo?^ 
Heights,  where  the  battle  was  carried  on  with  more 
desperation,  and  the  troops  more  exposed.    Bnt  to 
return  to  the  Irish  Brigade,  which  was  madly  Btriving 
to  gain  the  crest  of  that  bloody  hilL 

Two-thirds  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  Brigade 
are  lying  on  that  bloody  field.  Let  ns  take  a  look 
along  the  shattered  ranks — an  awfol  sight.  See  that 
nmnber  of  brave  fellows  now  stretched  in  their  gore, 
who  bnt  an  hour  ago  were  the  personification  of  life, 
and  strength,  and  manliness;  who  had  maiehed  op 
with  stout  hearts  to  the  firay — a  march  only  from  earth 
to  eternity.  They  will  never  march  again,  llie  clonds 
grew  darker — the  casualties  increase.  Colonel  Kngent 
was  wounded  and  gone  to  the  rear.  The  command  de- 
volved on  Major  Cavanagh,  acting  lientenant-coloneL 

^^  Blaze  away  and  stand  it,  boys  I"  cried  the  ^  little 
major." 

Oaptain  Thomas  Leddy,  acting  major,  who  had 
arrived  only  the  day  before  the  battle  firom  Washing- 
ton, was  wounded  severely  in  the  left  arm.  He  had 
just  recovered  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  at 
Malvern  Hill. 

Lieutenant  Callaghan,  first-lieutenant  of  another  oomr 
pany,  who  had  been  detailed  to  command  Company  H, 
was  wounded  in  four  different  places.  He  was  an  ^  old 
veteran."    Fredericksburg,  according  to  his  own  state- 


ment,  was  Us  fortieth  battle,  and  nobly  did  be  fight  it 

Second-lieutenant  David  Bnrke,  while  bravely  per- 
fimning  his  duty,  received  rather  a  severe  wound  in 
the  left  Bhoulder. 

First-lieutenant  Bernard  O'Neill,  commanding 
Oompany  D,  was  severely  wounded  while  in  the  act  of 
discharging  a  musket  at  the  enemy. 

The  greatest  coolness  and  bravery  were  displayed  by 
G^eral  Meagher.  General  Hancock  was  also  on  the 
field,  mounted,  but  only  to  witness  the  wholesale 
•laughter  of  his  fine  division  in  a  reckless  engagement 
not  of  his  choice  or  style  of  fighting. 

Oaptain  O'Donovan,  who  lost  his  eye  at  Fair  Oaks, 
was  struck  with  a  piece  of  spent  shell  on  the  left 
breast,  rendering  him  insensible. 

The  sun  went  down  that  fearftd  evening  behind  the 
rebel  breastworks  upon  no  pleasing  shouts  of  victory, 
no  flank  of  the  enemy  turned  by  Sigel,  no  Banks-— 
nor,  from  the  firing  on  the  left,  no  ground  gained  by 
Franklin — ^nothing  of  any  good  obtained ;  while  night 
waa  soon  to  east  its  shadows  upon  a  field  of  carnage 
and  slaughter,  the  most  firi^tftd  and  terrible  ever 
ea^perienced. 

Who  are  these  lines  of  men  that  lie  stretched  along 
the  right  and  left,  as  if  asleep  on  their  arms!  They 
are  the  dead  and  wounded  soldiers  and  officers  of  the 
Irish  Brigade ! 

15* 
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A  cold,  bitter,  bleak  December  nigbt  dosed  iqKjC^ 
that  field  of  blood  and  carnage.     Thonsands  lay  aloB^^ 
that  hill-side,  and  in  the  yalleyB,  whose  oozing  woundB 
were  frozen,  and  whose  cold  limbs  were  stiffened,  for 
they  had  no  blankets ;  they  had  flimg  them  away  going 
into  the  fight.    Masses  of  dead  and  dying  were  hud- 
dled together;  some  convulsed  in  the  last  throes  of 
death ;  others  gasping  for  water — delirions,  writhing  in 
agony,  and  stifiened  with  the  cold  fi-ost.     The  living 
tried  to  shelter  themselves  behind  the  bodies  of  the  dead. 

Cries,  moans,  groans,  and  shrieks  of  agony  rang 
over  that  sad  battle-field.  There  was  no  one  to  tend 
them ;  no  one  to  bring  them  a  drop  of  cold  water  to 
moisten  their  swollen  tongues ;  for  that  field  was  still 
swept  with  shot  and  shell,  and  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

A.nd  this  was  war — "glorious  war" — ^with  all  its 
pomp  and  parade — all  its  glittering  attractions.  If  we 
could  see  it  in  its  true  colors,  it  is  the  most  horrible 
curse  that  Q-od  could  inflict  upon  mankind.  Ifever 
rglorious,  unless  when  an  oppressed  people  are  contend- 
ing for  the  great  boon  and  birthright  of  liberty. 

The  heroism  displayed  by  some  of  our  men  in  trying 
to  rescue  their  wounded  officers  and  comrades,  was  no 
less  noble  than  that  which  actuated  them  during  the 
battle.  Several  were  shot  in  this  laudable  effi[>rt,  and 
sacrificed  their  lives  for  their  feUow-man. 
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•  The  following  letter  from  an  officer  gives  a  graphic 
picture  of  the  whole  proceedings : 

"Never  since  the  war  began  have  the  Union  forces 
met  with  sach  a  disaster  as  that  we  have  just  suffered. 
As  for  the  Brigade,  may  the  Lord  pity  and  protect  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  nearly  all  those  belonging  to 
it  I  It  will  be  a  sad,  sad  Christmas  by  many  an  Irish 
hearthstone  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Massa- 
chusetts. 

"  In  order  that  yon  may  have  a  succinct  account  of 
what  has  occurred,  I  will  commence  at  the  beginning. 
On  last  Thursday  the  ball  was  opened  at  daybreak.  A 
detaQ  of  men  had  been  all  the  previous  day  arranging 
and  decorating  the  green-house  (some  one  hundred  and 
twenty-flve  by  thirty  feet)  for  the  proposed  banquet  on 
the  following  Saturday,  on  the  arrival  and  presentation 
of  the  flags.  At  midnight  the  orders  were  issued  to 
the  troops,  and  the  next  morning  the  enemy  opened 
the  engagement  by  firing  two  signal-guns  on  the  right, 
and  after  a  short  while  two  answered  on  their  extreme 
left — showing,  as  usual,  that  they  are  as  well  posted  on 
all  our  secret  movements  as  ourselves.  The  same  can- 
nonading was  kept  up  all  day  by  both  sides,  and  at 
evening  we  were  enabled  to  cross. 

"  On  Saturday,  however,  both  armies  seemed  to  con- 
centrate all  their  energies.  Our  corps  and  the  Ninth 
having  all  crossed  over  the  evening  before,  and  the 
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enemy  haying  been  driven  literally  front  hoose  \0 
house  out  of  the  town,  French's  divieaon  was  ordered^ 
to  advance  and  storm  the  enemy's  earthworks.  They 
went  on  a  piece  until  they  came  to  a  sort  of  rise  in  the 
ground,  when  they  all  lay  down,  after  deliTering  their 
fire. 

'^  At  two  o'clock  the  Irish  Brigade  was  ordered  u^ 
to  a  position  mentioned  to  them,  which  Frendi's 
division  was  supposed  to  have  reached,  but  whidi,  in 
consequence  of  the  dense  smoke  azid  fog,  could  not  be 
seen.  On  they  came  in  ikei/r  usual  style,  and  took  up 
line  of  battle  in  the  position  they  Were  told,  and  held 
it  all  day,  even  after  they  had  fired  every  round,  and 
had  to  collect  ammunition  out  of  the  dead  and 
wounded  men's  pouches  in  order  to  prev^it  the 
enemy's  learning  they  were  out  of  ammuniticm.  Th^ 
charged  the  enemy,  who  were  well  protected  behind  a 
stone  wall,  and  received  a  murderous  fire  from  both 
musketry  and  artillery ;  and,  what  was  worse  than  all, 
they  were  caught  between  two  fij'es.  The  musketry 
fire  began  at  half-past  nine  o'clock,  and  continued 
without  an  instant's  cessation  until  a  quarter  to  seven 
in  the  evening — ^the  longest  and  at  the  same  time  the 
heaviest  fire  of  musketry  on  record. 

'^  The  most  harrowing  part  to  relate  is  the  fact  that 
almost  all  our  most  serious  casualties  lay  all  night  on 
the  battle-field,  not  alone  of  our  Brigade,  but  the 
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whole  grand  division.  Captain  Eagan  went  out  with  a 
party  to  try  and  bring 'in  some,  and  one  man  and  two 
horses  were  shot.  Lieutenant  HcCormick,  of  Company 
F,  got  shot  in  a  like  laudable  effort.  Lieutenant  Mur- 
phy was  killed,  and  his  brother,  a  sergeant  in  Company 
A,  wounded  alongside  of  him  ;  he  lay  th^re  in  a  dying 
state,  without  a  drop  to  wet  his  lips.  Lieutenant 
Young  was  shot  in  three  places ;  others  in  the  same 
state  lay  there,  dying  of  thirst  and  exposure.  The 
Eighty-eighth  mustered,  after  the  fight,  seventy-three 
muskets.  Dr.  Powell  had  never  taken  a  minute  to 
himself  since  the  first  wounded  man  was  brought  to 
him.  Colonel  Kelly  was  as  coolly  courageous  as 
nsual,  walking  along  his  line.  A  bullet  cut  his  coat 
and  pants  at  the  end  of  his  vertebral  column.  Colonel 
Quinlan  was  not  with  the  men,  having  had  an  attack 
of  scurvy.  Major  Horgan  was  shot  through  the 
mouth ;  the  ball  must  have  passed  upwards  into  the 
brain,  as  he  died  instantly.  He  lay  out  with  Murphy 
and  Young,  near  the  stone  wall.  "No  regiment  ever 
had  a  more  gallant,  unassuming,  and  better  loved 
officer.  Although  this  battle  has  been  the  most  dis- 
astrous to  the  Union  cause  of  any  yet  fought,  yet  it  is 
an  extraordinary  fact  that  the  proportion  of  wounded 
to  killed  is  greater  than  on  any  other  occasion.  The 
Sixty-ninth  had  every  man  wounded,  except  forty  that 
Captain  Saunders  had  out  skirmishing,  all  of  whom 
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escaped.  The  Sixty-third  had  forty-three  by  thel^ 
report,  and  was  commanded  by  Captain  Condox^- ' 
Major  Cavanagh  was  shot  in  the  hip,  not  dangerously* 
Lieutenant  Bermingham  had  both  thighs  broken. 
Lieutenants  Buckley  and  Burke  both  wounded.  The 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  had  all  their  field  and 
staff,  and  almost  every  line  officer,  wounded  ;  this  was 
their  first  battle,  and  they  behaved  like  veterans.  The 
Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  numbered  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  muskets,  being  the  largest  regiment  of 
the  Brigade.  The  five  regiments  numbered  but  two 
hundred  and  sixty-three  after  the  battle. 

"  I  have  never  seen  the  army  so  dejected  after  any 
engagement.     As  for  the  remnant  of  the  Brigade,  they  , 
were  the  most  dejected  set  of  Lrishmen  you  ever  saw 
or  heard  of." 


The  correspondent  of  the  London  "Times,''  who  was 
present,  and  who  cannot  be  suspected  of  partiality, 
speaking  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  says : 

"The  battle,  which  had  dashed  furiously  against 
the  lines  of  Generals  Hood,  A.  P.  Hill,  and  Early,  was 
little  more  than  child's  play,  as  compared  with  the  on- 
slaught directed  by  the  Federals  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  Fredericksburg.  The  impression  that 
the  Confederate  batteries  would  not  fire  heavily  upon 
the  Federals  advancing  in  this  quarter,  for  fear  of  in- 
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juring  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  is  believed  to  have 
prevailed  among  the  Northern  generals.  How  bitterly 
they  deceived  themselves  subsequent  events  served  to 
show.  To  the  Irish  division,  commanded  by  General 
Meagher,  was  principally  committed  the  desperate 
task  of  bursting  out  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  forming,  under  the  withering  fire  of  the  Confeder- 
ate batteries,  to  attack  Marye's  Heights,  towering 
immediately  in  their  front.  Never  at  Fontenoy,  Al- 
bnera,  or  at  Waterloo,  was  more  undaunted  courage 
displayed  by  the  sons  of  Erin  than  during  those  six 
frantic  dashes  which  they  directed  against  the  almost 
impregnable  position  of  their  foe.  There  are  stories 
that  General  Meagher  harangued  his  troops  in  impas- 
sioned language  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  wd  plied 
them  well  with  whiskey  found  in  the  cellars  of  Fred- 
ericksburg. After  witnessing  the  gallantry  and  devo- 
tion exhibited  by  his  troops,  and  viewing  the  hill-sides 
for  acres  strewn  with  their  corpses  thick  as  autumnal 
leaves,  the  spectator  can  remember  nothing  but  their 
desperate  courage,  and  regret  that  it  was  not  exhibited 
in  a  holier  cause.  That  any  mortal  men  could  have 
carried  the  position  before  which  they  were  wantonly 
sacrificed,  defended  as  it  was,  it  seems  to  me  idle  for  a 
moment  to  believe.  But  the  bodies  which  lie  in  dense 
masses  within  forty  yards  of  the  muzzles  of  Colonel 
Walton's  guns  are  the  host  evidence  what  manner  of 
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men  they  were  who  pressed  on  to  death  with  the  danntr 
lessness  of  a  race  which  has  gained  glorj  on  a  thoQ' 
sand  battle-fields,  and  never  more  richly  deserred  it 
than  at  the  foot  of  Marye's  Heights  on  the  13th  day 
of  December,  1862." 

The  flag  of  the  Sixty-ninth  was  lost  during  the  fi^ifti 
and  the  men  felt  very  uneasy  about  it,  for  it  was  thdr 
proud  boast  that  they  had  never  lost  a  flag. 

Next  day  the  color-sergeant  was  disoovered  sitting 
up  against  a  tree,  dead,  and  his  hands  clasped  on  his 
breast,  as  if  protecting  something.  Near  him  was 
the  staff  of  the  missing  flag.  When  removing  tha 
body,  the  men  found  the  flag  wrapped  around  it,  with 
a  bullet  hole  right  through  it  and  his  heart. 

Though  the  Brigade  had  suffered  fearfully,  never 
had  they  displayed  more  desperate  bravery  than  ibl 
this  flght.  Kot  more  dashing  courage,  not  more  deSf 
perate  daring  were  displayed  by  our  countrymen  of 
the  last  centuries  at  Cremona,  at  Fontenoy,  than  by 
their  compatriots  of  this  generation  at  the  Malvern 
Hills  and  at  Fredericksburg.  Is  there  any  thing  in  the 
records  of  the  greatest  efforts  of  human  fortitude  and 
endurance  finer  than  the  placing,  by  the  men  and  offi^ 
cers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  those  sprigs  of  evergreen  in 
their  hats,  and  the  fact  reported  by  the  officer  in  oom* 
mand  of  the  detiuls  for  burying  the  dead  under  the 
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flag  of  trace,  that  Qearest  to  the  enemy's  breastworks, 
nearest  to  that  terrible  stone  wall,  from  behind  which 
such  frightful  volleys  of  death  were  hurled,  nearest  to 
the  foe  and  to  his  strongholds,  were  found  the  men  of 
the  Irish  Brigade,  the  men  with  the  green  emblem  in 
their  hats.  This  Brigade  was  composed  of  five  regi- 
ments, and  numbered  in  all  not  more  than  twelve  hun- 
dred men,  of  which  it  lost  about  two-thirds  in  the 
fight.  If  these  regiments  had  been  at  all  full,  if  they 
bad  been  even  respectable  skeleton  regiments,  the 
works  of  the  enemy  might  have  been  successfully 
0tormed :  their  work  would  have  been  effectually  done. 
"  If  we  had  two  Irish  Brigades,"  said  a  brave  young 
officer  who  was  wounded  there,  "  we  would  have  caiv 
ried  the  works,  and  won  the  battle." 

Men  who  know  nothing  of  war,  or  the  imperative 
duty  of  a  general  to  go  where  he  is  ordered,  blame 
General  Meagher  for  making  this  forlorn  desperate 
assault.  Do  these  men  forget  that  several  brigades 
went  in  besides  the  Irish  Brigade  2  and  if  they  had 
not  suffered  so  badly,  it  is  because  they  did  not  so 
long  or  so  desperately  sustain  their  position. 

On  the  contrary,  as  the  general  himself  expressed 
it,  in  words  of  pathetic  eloquence  on  the  morning  of 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  within  the  hearing  of 
every  man  of  his  brigade,  he  never  sent  them  to  any 
place  where  he  had  not  received  orders  to  send  them ; 
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and  that  he  never  had  nor  never  wonld  send  them  to 
any  place  where  he  was  not  willing  and  ready  to  lend 
them  aid,  and  share  with  them  in  all  their  dangers. 

But  the  history*  of  this  storming  party,  of  this  for- 
lorn hope,  is  not  the  only  Irish  event  of  the  day.  The 
new  green  colors  had  arrived  from  New  York  :  while 
the  battle  was  raging,  Captain  Martin  arrived  from 
Washington  with  supplies  to  celebrate  their  reception. 
The  little  theatre  of  the  city  was  appropriated,  tables 
and  seats  arranged,  guests  invited,  among  whom  were 
Generals  Couch,  Stnrgis,  Wilcox,  and  Hancock,  and 
the  feast  opened.  The  shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy 
played  about  the  building,  the  walls  shook  and  trem- 
bled with  the  roar  of  the  artillery.  Some  houses  werie 
toppling  down  in  the  vicinity,  and  others  were  in  flames, 
set  on  fire  by  the  combustibles  showered  upon  them. 
Inside  the  theatre  the  tables  were  set,  the  wines  placed, 
the  guests  enjoying  themselves,  the  wit  and  the  ora- 
tory of  the  general-host  flashed  and  sparkled  around 
the  board.  General  Hancock,  a  thorough,  gay,  dash- 
ing, splendid  soldier,  had  seen  the  Brigade  in  battle, 
on  the  charge,  in  the  hot  strife ;  he  knew  their  daunt- 
less courage,  their  pluck,  the  calmness,  the  serenity,  the 
enthusiasm  with  which  they  went  into  battle.  Look* 
ing  at  the  banquet,  he  exclaimed,  '^  Only  Irishmen 
could  enjoy  themselves  thus." 
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CHAPTER  XVin. 

Despondent  feeling  thronghont  the  ooantry.^Beqniem  Mus  in  New 
Tork  for  the  dead  of  the  Irish  Brigade. — General  Meagher  in  New 
York. — Sketches  about  oamp. — General  Meagher  in  oamp. — Patriok^a 
day. — Horae-raoing)  and  other  amnsements. 

Burnsidb's  failure,  and  the  disastroiiB  battle  of  Fred- 
erickBbnrg,  had  a  depressing  effect  on  the  country. 
The  Oonfederate  cause  seemed  to  gain  strength  and 
influence  on  every  side.  Successful  in  the  field,  they 
readily  found  foreign  aid  and  sympathy,  for  it  was  the 
policy  of  both  England  and  France  to  crush  the  spread 
and  power  of  the  Democratic  institutions  of  America. 
Burnside  followed  up  bis  defeat  by  a  ridiculous  cam- 
paign, justly  designated  "  Bumside's  mud  campaign," 
in  which  one  half  the  army  had  to  be  employed  to 
dig  the  other  half  out  of  the  mud. 

Soon  after,  he  was  superseded  by  Major-General 
Hooker. 

.  The  Ohristmas  of  1863  was  a  sad  one  in  many  a 
home  throughout  the  North,  and  full  of  despondency 
for  the  Union  cause. 

The  Brigade  returned  to  its  former  quarters  near 
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Falmouth,  and  General  Meagher  went  to  New  York- 
on  leave  of  absence. 

Christmas  festivities  were  kept  up  in  the  camp  i 
the  usual  light-hearted  manner. 

The  Corcoran  Legion,  too,  which,  after  its  organi- 
zation, had  been  sent  to  the  Peninsula,  and  were  now 
at  Newport  News,  were  keeping  Christmas  time  like 
Irishmen. 

After  his  release  from  prison.  Colonel  Corcoran  was 
promoted  to  a  generalship,  and  authorized  to  raise  a 
legion.  With  this  fine  body  of  men  he  was  guarding 
some  posts  on  the  Peninsula. 

As  I  have  said,  they  were  enjoying  Christmas  time 

with  horse-racing,  theatricals,  and  other  amu«ementB, 

in  a  style  such  only  as  Irishmen  can. 

The  remnant  of  the  Brigade  was  toe  small  to  get  op 
amusements  on  a  large  scale,  but  still  they  enjoyed 

themselves. 

On  the  16th  of  January  a  grand  Eequiem  Mass  was 
held  in  Saint  Patrick's  Cathedral,  New  York,  for  the 
repose  of  the  souls  of  all  the  dead  of  the  Irish  Brigade 
since  the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  spacious  Cathedral  was  densely  thronged,  long 
b^ore  the  commencement  of  the  ceremonies,  by  a 
congregation  among  whom  were  some  of  the  highest 
citizens  of  New  York,  connected  with  Ireland  by  birth 
or  descent.    Preceding  the  officers  of  the  Irish  Bri- 
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gade,  1^  iJiey  came  up  the  oentre  aiale  to  the  pews  re- 
served for  them,  immediately  in  front  of  the  high  altar, 
appeared  General  Thomas  Francis  Meagher,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Meagher,  aq<}  attended  by  his  staff. 
Colonel  Nugent,  of  the  SiJ^ty-ninth  N.  Y.  V.,  was  also 
present,  as  well  as  a  large  number  of  the  officers  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  M. 

TheQotcp€P(ml  inside  the  cathedral  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  services  was  very  striking,  and  at  once 
marked  this  as  one  of  the  most  impressive  and  solemn 
religious  eeremoni^  that  had  taken  place  here  for 
many  years.  The  dark  bier,  surrounded  by  its  mili- 
tary escort,  the  sable  vestments  of  the  officiating 
clergy,  the  vast  congregation  uniting  their  prayers 
with  the  service  of  the  altar,  and  the  solemn  tones  of 
the  organ  pealing  the  jDiea  Irm — all  combined  to 
produce  a  sensation  of  awe  and  devotion  to  which  no 
heart  susceptible  of  the  finer  emotions  of  our  nature 
eould  be  indifferent. 

The  High  Mass  selected  was  Mozart's  Bequiem,  a 
composition  well  adapted  for  the  occasion,  and  admi- 
rably rendered  by  the  highly  efficient  choir  of  the 
cathedral.  The  orchestral  arrangements  were  also 
much  enhanced  by  the  excellent  performance  of  the 
band.  Their  renderiog  of  Bossini's  beautiful  Cvjus 
Animam  was  one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  concerted 
instrumentation  we  have  ever  heard. 
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The  Rev.  Father  Ouellet,  Chaplain  of  the  New  Tori 
Sixty-ninth  Volunteers,  sang  the  Mass,  Father  Maguir^^^ 
was  the  deacon,  and  Father  Wood  snb-deacon.    Th< 
Very  Rev.  Dr.  Starrs,  V.  G.  (in  the  unavoidable  ab- 
sence of  Archbishop  Hughes),  performed  the  absolu- 
tion, and  Rev.  Mr.  McNeimey  was  Master  of  Cere- 
monies.   Among  the  assistant  clergy  were  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Lafont,  Curran,  Donnelly,  Farrell,    Keligan, 
Malone,  Killeen,  Gauvin,  Concilio,  and  others. 

Immediately  after  the  conclusion  of  the  High  Mass, 
the  Rev.  Father  O'Reilly,  S.  J.,  ascended  the  pulpit, 
and,  taking  his  text  fiom  the  forty-fourth  chapter  of 
Ecclesiasticus,  as  follow, — Laudemua  vvros  glorioaoa^ 
et  pa/rentes  noai/ros  in  generatione  stta :  ^^  Let  us  praise 
men  of  renown,  and  our  fathers  in  their  generation''— 
delivered  a  talented  and  feeling  oration,  paying  a  just 
tribute  to  the  memories  of  the  brave  men  whose  ob- 
sequies they  had  met  to  celebrate. 

The  following  requiem  was  written  for  the  occasioai 
by  our  talented  countryman,  John  Savage : 

Gome,  let  the  solemn,  soothing  Mass  be  said. 
For  the  soldier-sonls  of  t^e  patriot  dead. 

Let  the  organ  swell,  and  the  incense  bom. 
For  the  hero-mon  who  will  ne'er  retain. 

Men  whoiiad  pledged  to  this  land  their  trotht 
And  died  to  defend  her,  ere  break  their  oath. 

Bat  if  high  the  praise,  be  as  deep  the  wail 
O'er  the  exiled  sons  of  the  warlike  Qael. 
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From  their  acts  true  men  may  examples  reap ; 
And  women  bless  them,  and  glorying,  weep. 

Proad  beats  the  heart  while  it  sorrowing  melts 
O'er  the  death-won  fiime  of  these  truthful  Celts. 

For  the  scattered  graves  over  which  we  pray 
Will  shine  like  stars  on  their  race  alway. 

Oh,  what  doth  ennoble  the  Christian  man. 
If  not  dying  for  truth,  in  freedom's  van  I 

What  takes  from  death  all  its  terrors  and  gloom  ? 
Consdenoe  to  feel  justice  blesses  the  tomb  I 

And  oh !  what  doth  build  up  a  nation's  weal. 
But  courage  to  fight  for  the  truths  we  feel  I 

And  thus  did  these  braves,  on  whose  graves  we  wait, 
Do  all  that  make  nations  and  races  great. 

Omanrs. 

Ye  living,  your  hearts  combine 
In  praise  and  prayer,  to  the  heavenly  shrine ; 

Ye  widowed  and  stricken. 

Your  trustfulness  quicken. 
With  fedth  in  the  Almighty  Giver ; 

And  may  blessed  repose 

Be  the  guerdon  of  those 
Who  fell  at  Antietam  and  James's  River; 
By  the  Bappahannock  and  Chickahominy ; 
Bequiem  cBterncMn  dona  eis,  Domine  ! 

May  their  souls  on  the  Judgment-Day  arise, 

Et  lux  perpetua  hiceat  eia. 


Though  the  Brigade  had  but  few  officers  in  the 
field,  they  nevertheless  fully  enjoyed  Christmas  fes- 
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tiTitieg,  and  fim,  aad  frolic  of  die  nuNit  eacoberant 
kind. 

Dnring  the  Ghristines  hididays,  a  eiviliea  who  was 
enthnsiagticallj  attached  to  the  Brigade  and  to  its  gen- 
end,  paid  a  visit  to  the  headqoartero  of  the  Brigade 
during  the  absence  of  the  brigadier  in  !New  Yoii. 
The  visitor  was,  therefore,  deprived  of  half  die  pleasure 
of  his  trip ;  however,  he  fell  into  good,  genial,  hospitar 
ble  hands.    Messrs.  €rosson,  Blake,  and  others  of  the 
staff   made    his  stay  as  agreeable  as  circnmstancefl 
would    permit.      Our   civilian  visitor    thought   the 
cheerful  hut,  and  its  log  fires,  and  the  gay  oompaniiHifl 
around,  pleasant  enough ;  the  more  so,  when  oertain 
materials  of  a  spirituous  description  were  produced,  hot 
water  procured,  and  a  huge  bowl  of  the  most  palatable 
punch  brewed  by  scientific  hands.    Hie  civilian  was 
convivial    Under  the  infiuence  of  congenial  spirits 
his  heart  warmed,  his  soul  expanded,  the  dearest  wish 
of  his  life  was  confided  to  his  gallant  young  Mends. 
Since  the  Brigade  had  taken  the  field,  lie  had  si^ed 
for  a  position  <m  the  general's  etafil    A  eommission 
was  nothing,  rank  was  nothing,  pay  was  nothing — ^he 
longed  fiHT  the  honor  only. 

Although  it  is  an  hcmor  limited  to  a  very  few,  yet, 
the  officers  agreed,  as  Uieir  fiiend  was  so  enthusiastic 
and  so  good  an  Irishman,  that  he  be  nominated, 
appointed,  and  elected  their  dvie  comrade  imd  aa 
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honorary  member  of  the  staff  of  the  brigadier-generaL 
He  was  delighted — ^his  gratification  knew  no  bounds. 
He  returned  thanks  in  a  neat,  eloquent,  and  appropri- 
ate speech.  Healths  were  proposed ;  the  new  member 
drank  them  with  all  the  honors.  His  campaigning 
experiences  were,  of  course,  Umited ;  he  could  not  bear 
up  so  well  against  the  continued  convivialitj  as  his 
old^  and  more  hardened  associates. 

As  I  have  said,  it  was  Ohristmas,  and  the  huts  were 
decorated  with  evergreens.  Among  the  decorations  of 
the  hut  in  which  the  ceremony  of  the  election  had 
been  celebrated,  was  a  harp  formed  of  the  green 
twigs.  Potations  began  to  tell  on  the  new  member, 
his  speech  grew  incoherent,  he  sank  upon  a  rustic 
couch  near  by,  his  eyes  still  open,  resting  on  the 
harp  aforesaid  ahd  the  swords  about  the  apartment. 
He  was  heard  to  utter,  as  he  dozed  into  unconscious- 
ness— 

"Place  a  sword  by  my  side,  and  the  harp,  the 
emblem  of  Erin,  at  my  head.  I  die  happy — a  mem- 
ber of  the  staff  of  the  Irish  Brigade." 

He  soon  fell  off,  was  laid  on  a  cot-bed,  and  decently 
waked. 

I  will  here  give  a  few  incidents  of  rather  an 
amusing  nature. 

After  the  terrible  disaster  at  Fredericksburg,  the 
chaplain  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  French's  division 

16 
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was  conversing  after  service  with  one  of  his  hearers, 
line  officer.    Their  conversation  naturally  tamed  ol 
the  horrible  incidents  of  the  late  fight. 

Chaplain — "  It  must  have  been  a  consolatory 
tion,  my  dear  young  friend,  in  the  midst  of  the  peril^^^ 
and  dangers  encompassing  you,  that  you  were  sup — ^^ 
ported,  in  the  day  of  trouble,  by  the  divine  grace." 

Officer  (unguardedly) — Why,  d — ^n  it,  no !    I  thought^' -•t 
I  told  you  we  were  supported  by  the  Irish  Brigade." 

Speaking  of  Fredericksburg  recalls  another,  not  in ^-^- 

deed,  like  the  above,  inciting  to  gladness  and  mil 
but  rather  the  contrary,  as  showing  how  much  our 
Buflfered  that  day,  and  how  dreadfully  our  poor  felloe 
were  cut  up.     Some  short  time  after  the  battle  Gen- 
eral Hancock  was  inspecting  the  Brigade.    Afl^er  gel 
ting  through  with  some  of  the  other  regiments  he  came 
to  the  Eighty-eighth.    My  informant  did  not  say  what 
formation  the  battalion  was  in,  but,  at  all  events,  one 
of  the  companies  was  represented  by  only  three  men. 
The  commandant  of  it  had  to  go  to  his  quarters  for 
something  or  another.    However,  he  was  absent  when 
General  Hancock  rode  up.     The  general  has  an  em- 
phatic way  of  speaking,  a  quick  eye,  and  is  great  on 
details,  regularity,  and  all  the  little  soldierly  et  ceteras 
Seeing  the  small  group  together  by  themselves  he 

shouted,  "  G d you,  why  don't  you  dose  up  with 

your  company." 
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Private  (one  of  the  three,  saluting) — "  General,  we're 
a  company." 

General — "  The  d — I  you  are !"  looking  at  them  for 
a  moment,  his  soldierly  eye  beaming,  as  he  thought  of 
their  gallantry  and  bearing  on  the  field ;  too  AiU  of  re- 
spect for  them,  my  informant  saidj  to  inspect  them 
minutely  that  time. 

Ore  other  moroea/a.  The  story  I  am  going  to  tell  is 
of  an  old  and  inveterate  joker,  one  whose  name  has 
appeared  often  in  letters  and  in  stories  from  the  various 
camps,  marches,  and  bivouacs.  In  days  gone  by,,  it 
was  a  humorous,  a  droll,  or  a  dry  saying  that  was 
chronicled,  and  set  the  table  in  a  roar.  Roe,  how- 
ever, was  transferred  to  a  different  branch  of  the  profes- 
sion«  Formerly  he  was  attached  to  Quartermaster 
Haverty's  department.  Then  he  was  wagon-master. 
Afterwards  he  was  Captain  Martin's  forage-master, 
not  an  unimportant  position,  when  you  consider  the 
great  quantity  of  forage  consumed  by  the  animals  of 
the  Brigade,  its  distribution  to  the  various  parties  en- 
titled to  it  on  requisition  and  otherwise,  and  the  keep- 
ing of  the  accounts  connected  with  its  receipt  and  dis- 
tribution. The  job  becomes  more  troublesome  when 
you  are  told  that  there  are  always  following  every  army 
a  number  of  individuals  who  have  animals  to  which 
they  are  not  entitled,  and  others  who  have  more  horse- 
flesh than  the  law  allows  them.    Well,  all  the  animals 
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somehow  manage  to  exist — and  I  am  botind  to  day,  fs^ 
many  instances,  by  unauthorized  requisitions  on  tb-^ 
quartermaster's    department.     For  some  time   pastf^ 
Captain  Martin  and  Boe  had  been  painfully  consdott:^^ 
of  raids  upon  the  forage-tent.    Measures  were  takeL— * 
to  entrap  the  thieves,  but  without  effect.    Boe 
mained  up  two  nights  in  succession,  the  sentries  w( 
on  the  qui  vive  :  in  Tain.    In  the  morning  more 
was  missing.    The  rogue  must  be  shrewd  and  warfi 
because  not  a  single  trace  was  left  by  which  to  track 
purloiners.    They  almost  gave  up  in  despair,  and  neaiiy 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  watching,  vigflance,  care, 
were  thrown  away.    If  o  results,  but  still  the  quantities 
missing  in  the  morning.    The  next  night  Roe  tamed 
in  to  take  his  natural  rest.    The  large  forage-tent  was 
carefully  tied  up,  but  in  dangerous  propinquity  to  the 
entrance  the  careless  forage-master  kept  a  tempting 
bag  of  the  choicest  feed :  it  was  within  easy  reach,  of 
the  door.     Our  forage-master  wrapped  his  blabkei 
about  him  and  was  soon  in  a  deep,  heavy  deep.    He 
awoke  early  in  the  morning,  a  little  after  day-dawn. 
He  looked  towards  the  door ;  the  tempting  bag  of  the 
dioicest  feed  had  disappeared.    *'  I  thought  so,"  said 
the  forage-master.    He  sprang  down  from  his  perota^ 
folded  up  his  blanket^  went  to  the  door,  stooped  down 
for  a  moment,  as  if  to  look  for  somethings  aad  said, 
^  Aha^  my  codk,'io  I've  ewi^  y<>a  at  lasty  httre  1 1^ 


From  thfi  door  of  the  forage-teat  to  tke  do^  of  another 
tent  there  was  the  feed,  showing  the  course  the  bag  had 
taken.  Boe  had  inserted  a  knife  in  the  bottom  of  the 
bag  before  leaving  it  so  near  the  door  the  evening 
before.  The  thoughtless  thie^  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  was  unconscious  that,  a^  he  was  carrying  off  his 
booty,  he  was  laying  a  train  for  his  own  discovery. 

About  the  middle  <^  February  General  Meagher  re- 
turned to  the  Brigade.  He  waited  on  the  President  at 
Washington,  relative  to  the  propriety  of  relieving  the 
Brigade  from  duty,  and  letting  it  return  to  !N'ew  York 
to  recruit  its  shattered  ranks. 

The  President  received  him  kindly,  and  though  the 
veception-room  was  full  on  his  entrance.  His  Excel* 
lency  went  over  and  shook  hands  with  him,  entering 
jhmiliarly  into  conversation  about  the  Brigade,  and 
promised  to  take  his  request  into  oonsideration. 

On  General  Meagher's  arrival  at  his  headquarterSj 
the  m^L  of  the  different  regiments  surrounded  him  and 
etheered  him  most  enthusiastically.  The  general  said 
only  a  few  words,  telling  them  that  he  was  heartily 
glad  to  be  with  them  once  more,  never  to  leave  them 
again  until  they  all  went  home  together.  All  the 
officers  then  viflit;ed  him  and  congratulated  him  on  his 
return. 

In  the  evening  the  officers  treated  G«n.  Meagher  to 
a  serenade,  the  magnificent  band  of  the  One  Hundred 
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and  Twentyseventli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  liayin^ 
been  kindly  lent  them  by  the  commandant  of  the  regi- 
ment. The  performance  of  these  "  warrior  bards''  wa» 
exquisite.  They  had  been  all  picked  out  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-seventh  Begiment 
by  the  leader,  and  he  did,  without  doubt,  make  the 
most  perfect  band  in  the  army  out  of  his  materiaL 

The  general,  in  addressing  the  Brigade,  told  them 
how  glad  he  was  to  return  to  them,  that  his  place  was 
always  with  them,  and*  would  be  always  with  them 
while  they  were  continued  in  the  field;  but  that  ha 
had  the  strongest  hope  and  the  fullest  assurances,  if  any 
reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  promises  of  those  in 
power,  that  he  would  at  no  distant  day  have  the  gratifi* 
cation  of  leading  them  back  to  the  repose,  to  the  lesa 
exacting  duties  that  their  gallantry,  their  enthusiasm, 
their  lofty  and  signal  courage  had  so  deservedly  won 
and  so  richly  earned. 

General  Meagher  having  awaited  an  answer  for 
some  time  to  his  application  to  have  the  Brigade  sent 
home  to  recruit,  and  not  receiving  any,  addressed  the 
following  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  subject : 

Hbai>quartxb8,Ibibh  Buoadxi 
Skooitd  BneADB  Hanoook's  Division,  Couch's  Oosni 

Armt  of  thk  Potomao, 
Bbfobb  Frbdebioksbubo,  Va.,  February  19, 1668. 

To  the  Stmorable  the  Seeretarp  of  War  at  Washimgton  : 

Sib — ^I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  three  regiments  of  the 
Brigade  I  command  may  be  temporarily  relieved  from  duty  in  the  field. 
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I  make  this  application  for  the  following  leaflons.    The  Brigade 
nomnally  consists  of  five  r^ments— 

Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 
Eighty-eighth  New  York  Vdonteers. 
Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers. 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers. 
Twenly-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
The  aggregate  strength  of  these  five  regiments  is  made  up  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  officers  and  one  thousand  and  fifty- 
eight  enlisted  men.    To  this  strength,  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth Pennsylvania  Volunteers  (now.  consolidated  into  a  battalion) 
and  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  contribute  forty- 
eight  oflQlcers  and  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  enlisted  men. 
The  other  three  regiments,  therefore,  make  up  the  balance,  giving 
as  their  aggregate  ninety-one  ofllcers  and  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
one  enlisted  men. 

For  duty,  including  pioneers,  drummers,  &c 840 

On  extra  and  daily  duty 182 

Sick  and  wounded 59 

The  Sixty-ninth,  Eighty-eighth,  and  Sixty-third  are  the  three 
original  old  regiments  of  the  Brigade.  They  left  the  city  of  New 
York  in  the  months  of  November  and  December,  1861,  fully  two 
thousand  two  himdred  and  fifty  strong,  including  two  batteries  of 
three  officers  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each.  Assigned  to 
the  division  commanded  by  Major-General  Sumner,  these  regiments 
Altered  immediately  on  active  duty,  being  encamped  near  Edsall's 
Hill,  beyond  Alexandria,  Virginia,  until  the  10th  of  March,  when 
they  proceeded  to  Union  Mills,  Manassas,  and  Warrenton  Junction. 
Returning  to  Alexandria  early  in  April,  they  embarked  for  Ship 
Point,  on  the  York  River,  when,  after  several  days  of  laborious 
activity  in  the  commissary  and  quartermaster's  departments  of  the 
army,  they  proceeded  to  the  front,  and  were  engaged  at  once  in  the 
operations  for  the  reduction  of  Yorktown. 

The  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  was  the  first  battle  in  which  these  regi- 
ments  fought,  and  these  were  the  only  regiments  then  constituting^ 
the  Brigade. 
A  fortnight  subsequently  the  Brigade  was  re-enforced  by  the 
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Tweatj-nintli  MaasiMikTiBettp  Tolunteeis ;  and  thng  ze-enfoiood,  0^^ 
three  old  regiments  did  severe  duty  before  Bichnumd;  thisdn:^^^ 
requiring  of  them  to  defend  the  front  of  the  army  at  Fair  Oak^^^\ 
throw  up  extensive  earthworks,  perform  picket-duty  every  thii^^^""^ 
day,  support  the  command  of  Major-Qeneral  Hooker  on  three 
sions,  when  he  was  forcibly  pressed  by  the  enemy ;  and,  ultimate!] 
hastening  to  the  relief,  and  covering,  in  conjunction  with  the 
gade  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  French,  the  retreat  of 
army   corps   under   Major-General  FitzJohn   Porter^  at   Gainei^ 

HilL 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from  before  Rich- 
mond, the  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  'above-mentioned  regiments^ 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  StaHon, 
White  Oak  Swamp,  Glendale,  Malvern  Hill,  and  sufiered  severely, 
the  loss  of  commissioned  officers  being  more,  proportionately,  than 
the  loss  of  privates. 

Whilst  suffering  in  this  way,  and  reduced  to  an  average  of  three 
hundred  men  to  each  regiment,  the  Brigade  arrived  at  Harrison's 
Landing,  James  Hiver ;  and,  although  the  undersigned  was  ordered 
by  Major-General  McClellan  to  proceed  to  New  York  shortly  after 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  had  reached  the  landing,  for  the  pm^' 
pose  of  procuring  recruits ;  and,  although  the  brigadier-general 
exercised  all  the  influence  within  his  scope  to  procure  such  recruits, 
the  Brigade  almost  imperceptibly  beneflted  by  its  temporary  relief 
from  duty  in  the  field,  and  the  exertions  of  the  undersigned. 

Nevertheless,  the  Brigade  most  cheerfolly  and  heartily  particle 
pated  in  the  rapid  and  sultry  march  to  Newport  News,  by  way  of 
Williamsburg  and  Yorktown,  and  with  equal  alacrity  and  good- 
will proceeded  to  Aquia  Creek,  and  thence  to  Falmouth,  "^i^rginia, 
where  they  were  ordered  by  Major-General  ModeUan  to  report  to 
Major-General  Bumside,  in  command  of  the  Federal  forces  in  front 
of  Fredericksburg. 

Believed  by  Major-General  Bumside,  the  Brigade,  still  connigting 

of  the  Sixty-ninth,  Eighty-eighth,  and  Sixty-third  New  York  Volun- 

^teers,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  returned 

from  Falmouth  forty-eight  hours  after  they  had  reported  to  General 

Bumside,  and  repaired  te  Alexandria,  whence,  after  a  halt  of  lees 
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Hum  «iglif  hoan  ootidd^  the  dty,  thsy  ktuiied  to  the  fvppeft  of 
M^jor-General  Pope,  then  engaged  with  the  enemj  on  the  plains  of 
if  anasna,  lasting  not  more  than  six  hours  in  the  rear  ci  Fort  Cor- 
ooran  preparatory  to  their  advance. 

On  the  retreat  from  the  plains  ci  Manassas,  the  Brigade  fbrmed  a 
portion  of  the  rear-guard,  and,  acting  as  such,  experienced  a  good 
deal  of  harasaing  from  the  light  artillery  and  cavalrj  of  the 
enemj. 

Slrst  in  the  adyaaee  on  the  march  through  Maiyland  to  the 
l)attle-field  oi  Antietam,  thej  supported  Major-Gtoneral  Hooker  at 
fk>ath  Moui)taiu,  and,  two  days  after,  undw  the  immediate  com- 
ipand  of  Mi^oit-QkeDi&nl  Richardson,  were  .conq)icuousl7  engaged  in 
Diat  great  atta<^  which  compelled  the  enemy,  defeated  and  hum- 
bled, to  recross  the  Potomac. 

Biace  then  the  Brigade,  re-enfixreed  by  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  having  the  Twenty-ninth 
If assaehusetts  Volunteers  replaced  by  the  Twenty-eighth  of  the 
same  State,  took  part  in  the  reconnoissance  of  Charleetown  and 
the  intervening  and  adjacent  country  beyond  Bolivar  Heights, 
which  reconnoissance  was  so  brilliantly  and  successfhlly  conducted 
by  Brigadier-General  Hancock,  commanding  the  division  of  which 
this  Brigade  is  the  Second  Brigade. 

In  the  subsequent  adyance  to  the  Rappahannock,  the  Brigade 
was  frequently  foremost ;  and  on  the  evening  of  November  17th, 
had  the  honor  of  being  ordered  by  Major-Oeneral  Sumner  to  pro- 
ceed with  all  speed  up  the  road,  ford  the  river,  and  take  the  guns 
whidi  (opposite  Falmouth)  had  been  silenced  and  dismounted  by 
tiie  splendid  battery  commanded  by  Ciqptain  Petitt. 

This  order,  however,  was  countermanded  half  an  hour  after  the 
Brigade  had  dashed  forward  with  the  greatest  enthusiasm  to 
execute  it,  it  being  decided  by  Mijor-General  Sunmer  that  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  throw  any  portion  of  the  army  over  the  Rappa- 
hannock before  the  entire  force  was  prepared  to  establish  itself  on 
the  Fredericksburg  side  of  the  river. 

The  records  of  the  Brigade,  thus  ftur,  dose  with  the  day  on  which 
the  assault  was  made  on  the  enemy's  lines  and  batteries ;  and  all 

his  redoubts  and  fk^ifled  works  and  heights  in  the  rear  of  Fred- 
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ericksburg,  tmleBS  oontinTied  picket-duty,  from  that  daj  to  tb)^ 
may  be  considered  a  prolongation  of  the  record. 

The  official  statistics  of  the  five  regiments  have  been  inserted 
this  application  ;  and,  if  I  do  not  greatly  err,  from  a  partiality 
erated  by  my  pecoliar  relationship  with  the  Brigade— having 
the  fomider  of  it — I  think  I  am  justified,  and  ftiUy  justified, 
affirming  that  no  brigade  in  the  army  of  the  United  States 
more  assiduously,  unremittingly,  bravely,  nobly  done  its  duty. 

No  history,  however  vividly  and  powerfully  written,  could  di 
more  than  these  plain  and  stem  statistics  do  in  attestation  of  the 
cordial  loyalty  and  devotion  unto  death  of  this  Brigade,  in  the  good 
and  glorious  cause  in  whjch  it  staked  its  reputation,  which  is  dearer 
to  it  than  the  blood  of  the  bravest  soldiers  of  whom  it  is  eoni- 
posed. 

Grounding  the  application  on  these  statistics  and  these  &ct8 — 
representing,  as  they  unquestionably  do,  that  the  Brigade  has 
ceased  to  be  a  Brigade,  and  hardly  exhibits  the  numerical  strength 
which  qualifies  it  for  a  higher  dcsig^tion  than  that  of  a  colonel's 
command — and  with  an  honest  and  generous  view  of  the  still 
greater  efficiency  of  the  military  x>ower  of  the  Government,  I  do 
most  respectfully  and  earnestly  beg  that  the  three  original  regi- 
ments of  the  Brigade,  viz.,  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteen^ 
Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  Sixty-third  New  York  Volun- 
teers, be  temporarily  relieved  from  duty  in  the  field ;  -and,  being 
so  relieved,  have  the  opportunity  of  restoring,  in  some  serviceable 
measure,  their  exhausted  ranks. 

As  long  as  these  regiments  are  retained  in  the  field,  the  unde^ 
signed  is  convinced  that  no  accession  to  their  ranks  will  take  places 
and  the  undersigned  feels  that  it  is  unnecessary  for  him  to  enter 
into  any  argument  or  exposition  to  confirm  this  assertion. 

He  confines  himself  to  the  respectful  duty  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  fsjcX,  that  dedmated  regiments 
from  Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut  have  been  ordered 
home,  so  as  to  enable  them  to  return  actively  to  the  service  of  the 
Government  with  a  strength  commensurate  with  their  reputation, 
and  the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged. 

The  brigadier-general  commanding  what  is  popularly  known  as 
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ihe  Irish  Brigade,  asks  no  mare  for  what  is  left  of  his  brave  officers 
and  men  than  that  which  has  been  conceded  to  other  commands, 
exhibiting  equal  labors,  eqnld  sacrifices,  and  equal  decimation. 

In  doing  so,  he  does  violence  to  his  own  heart  and  nerve.  In 
making  and  xuging  an  application  of  this  character,  anj  man  of 
soldierly  instinct  and  pride  must  feel  that  he  has  imputations  to  en- 
counter, which  tend  to  the  damage  of  the  good  name  he  has 
acquired  in  the  midst  of  many  difficulties  and  dangers,  and  to 
which  the  Brigade,  in  whose  behalf  he  appeals,  has  with  so  liberal 
a  gallantry  contributed. 

Bat  there  is  a  courage  sterner  still  than  that  which  &ces  the  fire 
of  the  enemy.  Doing  your  duly  to  your  men^either  to  their  dis- 
jdeasure  or  in  concurrence  with  their  wishes— oftentimes  demands 
a  resolution  higher  fiur  in  a  moral  estimation  than  that  which  the 
orders  delivered  on  the  eve  of  battle  exact 

Such  do  I  feel  to  be  the  resolution  required  ci  me  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  forwarding  and  presring  this  application.  We  are  in  front 
of  the  enemy  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  A  narrow 
river  alone  diyides  us.  Any  moment  may  witness — any  accident 
may  precipitate  a  collision  between  the  two  armies.  With  this 
ix)ssibility  before  us,  the  reluctance  with  which  I  make  this  ai>- 
plication  will  be  easily  conceived,  and  cannot  but  be  readily  ad- 
mitted. 

But,  as  I  have  already  more  than  estimated,  the  reputation  of  the 
Brigade,  for  the  remnant  of  which  I  appeal,  is  too  vitally  identified 
with  the  race  which  it  represents,  and  the  cause  to  which  it  has 
devoted  its  fidelity  and  its  life,  for  me,  as  the  official  guardian  of  it, 
to  be  silent — ^to  refrain  from  urging  such  a  request  as  I  do  now— 
when  to  be  silent  might,  and  would  inevitably,  imperil  that  right- 
eous reputation. 

I  have  alluded  to  considerations  of  public  and  national  interest  In 
forwarding  this  application. 

These  considerations  form  a  part  of  the  application,  which  I  do 
not  conceive  it  proper  or  essential  ibr  me  to  submit  at  large,  or  in 
detail,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  shall,  therefore,  confine  myself, 
as  I  do  conscientiously,  and  with  the  deepest  and  strongest  conviction 
that   &e  relief  of  the  first,  second,  and  third  regiments  of  the 


878  ^^^    IMISE    SMfffAIfM. 

ftrigadt  from  daty  ia  tha  field  will  rvnlt  in  aa  important  wumasm 
to  their  ranks,  and  so  tnable  the  Irish  Brigade  to  render,  bx  eappott 
of  the  CoQstitutian  and  the  legitimate  Chief  Magistney  of  ^ 
United  States,  services  not  less  fidthful  and  chivalroas  than  ihoee 
they  have  already  permanently  imprinted  with  their  Idood  v^m 
the  national  records  of  this  war. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yoor  yeiy  hnmUe  aaeid  obedient  lemali 
with  the  greatest  esteem, 

TnOMAB  FSAKCn  WnABmOi, 

Bdgadier^Gfeneral  commanding  thfi  Irish  Biigada 

St.  Patrick's  Day. 

Patrick's  day  in  camp  was  celebrated  with  the  usual 
gayety  and  rejoioing  by  the  few  and  fearless  men  o(Hn- 
posing  the  Irish  Brigade.  This  time-honored  national 
anniversary  was  observed  with  all  the  exhaustless  spirit 
and  enthusiasm  of  Irish  nature.  For  days  previoofl 
vast  preparations  had  been  made,  a  race-course  marked 
out,  and  on  every  side,  written  in  large,  bold  charac- 
ters, was  the  following  announcement : 

^^Oband  Irish  Brigade  Steeple-Chasb, 

"  To  come  off  the  17th  of  March,  rain  or  shine,  by 
horses,  the  property  of,  and  to  be  ridden  by,  com- 
missioned officers  of  that  Brigade.  The  prizes  are  a 
purse  of  $500 ;  second  horse  to  save  his  stakes ;  two 
and  a  half  mile  heat,  best  two  in  three,  over  four  hur* 
dies  four  and  a  half  feet  high,  and  five  ditch  fences, 
including  two  artificial  rivers  fifteen  feet  wide  and  si^: 
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deep ;  hurdles  to  be  made  of  forest  pine,  and  braced 
with  hoops." 

The  quartermaster  was  sent  to  Washington  for 
liquors  and  meats,  and  brought  for  the  banquet  that 
was  to'  follow  the  race  the  following  moderate  supplj, 
which  constituted  the  fare :  thirty-five  hams,  and  a  side 
of  an  ox  roasted  ;  to  entire  pig,  stuffed  with  boiled  tur- 
keys ;  an  unlimited  number  of  chickens^  ducks,  and 
small  game.  The  drinking  materials  comprised  eight 
baskets  of  champagne,  ten  gallons  of  rum,  and  twenty- 
two  of  whiskey.  A  splendid  bower  was  erected, 
capable  of  containing  some  hundreds  of  persons,  for  a 
general  invitation  was  issued  to  all  the  officers  of  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

The  evening  previous  to  the  races  a  committee  Was 
held  on  punOh,  as  to  who  was  the  be6t  qualified  to  mix 
that  important  compound.  It  was  unanimously  agreed 
that  the  general  and  staff  were  the  best  judges,  and 
therefore  the  most  proper  to  undertake  it.  It  was  ruled 
that  the  matter  be  left  entirely  in  their  hands.  Cap- 
tains Gosson  and  Hogan  were  voted  masters  of  cere- 
monies, in  which  they  labored  so  dilig^tly  that  before 
the  mixture  was  complete  both  felt  overpowered  by 
their  labors  and  had  to  be  relieved  from  duty. 

The  morning  commenced  with  religious  ceremonies, 
after  which  the  different  riders  proceeded  to  dress 
themselves.    The  dresses  were  showy,  but  some  rather 
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incongruous.  One  officer  appeared  mounted  in  scarlet, 
the  top  of  his  head  crowned  with  a  green  velvet  smok- 
ing cap,  the  present  of  his  lady-love.  The  reason  be 
assigned  for  his  peculiar  taste  was,  he  was  fi*om  6&1- 
way,  and  his  family  had  hunted  with  the  Galwaf 
Blazers  Club,  and  dressed  similarly. 

At  eleven  o'clock  the  grand  stand  was  crowded  with 
distinguished  generals,  officers,  and  about  a  doze& 
ladies. 

A  large  concourse  of  at  least  ten  thousand  had  aflr 
sembled  to  participate  in  the  fun.  Previous  to  thd 
starting,  the  course  was  the  object  of  attraction  for 
spectators.  Large  crowds  of  soldiers  were  congr^ated 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  interesting  points,  which  seemed 
to  be,  in  their  estimation,  where  the  leaps  were  highest 
and  the  ditches  deepest.  The  nature  of  the  ground 
was  favorable, — a  gently  rolling  stretch  of  land,  over 
which  the  course  ran  a  mile  and  three-quarters  in 
length ; — and  at  points  about  equal  distance  from  each 
other,  eight  leaps  had  been  erected  or  excavated. 
From  the  ground  whereon  the  stand  was,  and  where 
the  flags  marking  the  track  waved,  the  hills,  here  and 
there  crested  with  a  growth  of  oak  or  cedar,  sloped 
away  towards  the  Bappahannock.  The  bluest  of  blue 
skies  looked  down  on  the  gayly-dressed  and  eager 
crowds,  on  the  dashing  horsemen,  whose  steeds  pranced 
by  the  side  of  others  on  which  were  riding  gay  and 
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brilliant  women,  on  the  quiet  hills,  the  peaceful  river, 
the  two  hostile  armies,  and  seemed  to  shower  its  bless- 
ings and  its  beauties  on  the  festive  throng  assembled 
for  enjoyment  and  sport  commemorative  of  our  na- 
tional holiday. 

The  start  was  named  for  eleven  o'clock :  ten  minutes 
before  that  hour  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  Major-Oeneral  Hooker,  attended  by 
all  the  members  of  his  staff  not  detained  at  head- 
quarters or  elsewhere  on  duty,  and  accompanied  by 
laeutenant-Golonel  Bentley,  and  Captain  John  0. 
Lynch,  of  the  Sixty-third,  both  of  whom  had  waited 
on  General  Hooker  earlier  in  the  day,  arrived  on  the 
ground.  On  the  appearance  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  he  was  greeted  with  warm  cheers,  which  he 
gracefully  acknowledged  as  he  took  his  place  on  the 
grand  stand.  Before  attempting  to  describe  the  sports 
of  the  day,  it  may  be  as  well  to  notice  some  of  the 
more  prominent  and  distinguished  of  the  invited 
guests.  And  first  let  us  speak  of  the  ladies,  who 
added  much,  by  their  vivacity  and  their  picturesque 
costume,  by  their  brilliancy  and  witchery,  to  the  enter- 
tainments and  amusements  of  the  day.  Fortunate 
citizens,  dwelling  in  their  quiet  homes,  and  having 
before  their  eyes,  every  hour  of  the  day,  graceful  and 
lovely  women,  can  have  no  idea  of  the  chivalrous 
emotions  which  swell  the  hearts  of  even  the  roughest 
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soldier,  seeing  on  rude  camp-covered  hills  the  fignreli 
the  fair  faces,  which,  it  may  be,  have  not  been  looked 
on  in  these  regions  and  by  these  men  for  many^  man^ 
months.    If  the  reader  has  liny  conception  of  th 
things,  he  can  then  easily  imagine  with  what  deep, 
yet  subdued  gladness,  the   ladies  were  greeted 
all. 

When  a  fitting  opportunity  offe^,  in  recognitio 
of  the  hospitable  greeting  that  was  accorded  him. 
General  Hooker  proposed  three  cheers  for  "  Generid 
Meagher  and  his  Irish  Brigade,  God  bless  them.'' 

The  following  horses  only,  out  of  a  larger  number 
entered  for  the  first  race,  open  to  oflSoers  of  the  Irish 
Brigade,  started : 

General  Meagher's  gray  horse,  "Jack  Hinton;'' 
rider.  Captain  John  Gosson ;  dress,  crimson  jacket, 
sleeves,  breeches,  and  white  cap. 

Captain  Hogan's  bay  horse,  "  Napper  Tandy ;"  rider^ 
Lieutenant  Kyder ;  dress,  blue  jacket,  white  breeches^ 
green  cap. 

Captain  Martin's  bay  mare,  ^'Kathleen  Mavouiv 
ne^n ;"  ride^.  Captain  Martin ;  Solferino  jacket,  white 
breeches,  tnaroon  cap. 

Captain  Langdon's  black  horse,  "Nigger  Bill;'* 
rider,  Lieutenant  Byron ;  plaid  jacket,  white  breeches, 
pink  oap4 

Quartermaster  MoOormick's  biiy  horse^  "Shiurps* 


TEB     IRISH     BRIG  ADS.  877 

b^irg;"  rider,  Lieutenant  O'Connor;  red  jacket,  white 
breeches,  blue  cap. 

Major  MullhoUand's  chestnut  horse,  "  Major ;"  rider, 
Quartermaster  Wade;  blue  jacket,  white  breeches, 
red  cap. 

Judged  r  Colonel  Von  Schaick,  Seventh  N.  T.  V. ; 
Colonel  Frank,  Fifty-seventh  N.  Y.  V. 

Umpire :  Brigadier- General  Caldwell. 

Clerk  of  the  Course :  Oeneral  Meagher. 

A  few  minutes  before  eleven  o'clock  the  bugle 
sounded  to  the  post,  the  horses  were  uncovered,  and 
the  eager  riders  mounted.  Precisely  as  the  hand  de« 
noted  the  hour,  the  clerk  of  the  course  waved  his  whip, 
another  sweet,  inspiriting  note  from  the  bugler,  and 
off  they  go.  Six  horses,  six  gallant  riders,  the  course, 
the  leaps,  innumerable  throngs  of  spectators,  meet  the 
eye  of  one  standing  on  the  platform.  The  first  leap 
was  a  hurdle  almost  five  feet  high.  They  come  to  it ; 
three  clear  it  beautifully ;  two  saddles  are  emptied ; 
the  bay  mare  bolts,  but  is  spiritedly  and  scientifically 
brought  to  it,  and  flies  over  magnificently.  With 
varying  fortune  the  other  leaps  and  spaces  are  taken 
and  passed  over,  the  rider  of  the  gray  drawing  towards 
him  the  attention  of  the  throng,  by  the  masterly  man- 
ner in  which  he  handles  his  horse.  The  home-stretch 
is  reached,  the  gray,  hard  pressed  by  the  bay,  gains 
the  winning-post,  and  the  umpire  declares  him  the 
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winner  of  the  first  heat.  A  wild,  enthusiastic  cheer 
goes  up  from  the  jubilant  throng.  The  start  on  the 
second  heat  was  according  to  the  formula  of  the  first. 
All  the  horses  cleared  hurdle  number  one  in  fine  style ; 
the  run  home  was  headed  by  the  gray  again,  this  time 
the  little  black  closing  tightly  in  on  him,  and  the  gray 
was  declared  the  winner,  amid  thunders  of  applause 
for  his  dashing  rider. 

To  this  race  succeeded  a  sweepstakes,  open  to  all, 
and,  as  usual,  all  the  incidents  of  an  old-fashioned 
course  happened.  Eight  horses  contested  for  the  prize, 
which  was  won  by  a  fine  chestnut,  ridden  by,  it  is 
said,  a  descendant  of  the  Blucher  of  Waterloo  fame. 

It  was  one  o'clock  when  General  Meagher  an- 
nounced that  all  further  operations  would  be  postponed 
for  half  an  hour,  and  invited  the  ladies,  the  generals 
present,  and  their  staffs,  to  a  collation,  prepared  and 
awaiting  destruction  at  his  quarters,  and  thither  the 
goodly  company  proceeded.  In  front  of  the  quarters 
two  Sibley  tents  had  been  pitched,  separated  by  a 
space  of  ten  yards,  which  space  was  inclosed  by  an 
awning.  In  and  under  these  the  guests  thronged. 
Mountains  of  sandwiches  disappeared,  no  doubt  filling 
up  those  voids  which  nature  is  said  to  abhor.  With 
the  precision  and  promptitude  of  file-firing,  pop,  pop, 
went  explosions  that  preceded  copious  draughts  of  rich 
wines.     In  and  out,  in  fact  everywhere,  went  the  at- 
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tentivd  officer^  of  tlie  Brigade,  attending  to  their  risit- 
ors.  What  attracted  most  attention,  however,  and 
gratified  every  appreciative  palate,  were  potations  of 
spiced  whiskey-pnnch,  ladled  by  Captain  Hogan,  the 
Gkuyinede  of  the  occasion,  from  an  enormous  bowl, 
holding  not  mnch  less  than  thirty  gallons. 

The  following  amusements  followed : 

1st.  A  foot-race,  one-half  mile  distance,  best  of 
heats ;  open  to  all  non-commissioned  oflScers  and  pri- 
vates, the  winner  to  receive  $7,  and  the  second  $8. 

2d.  Casting  weights,  the  weights  to  weigh  from  ten 
to  fourteen  pounds ;  the  winner  to  receive  $3. 

8d.  Bunning  after  the  soaped  pig^— to  be  the  prize 
of  the  man  who  holds  it. 

4th.  A  hurdle-race,  one-half  mile  distance,  open  to 
all  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates;  the  winner 
to  receive  $7,  the  second  $3. 

5th.  The  wheelbarrow-race — the  contestants  to  be 
blindfolded,  and  limited  to  six  soldiers  of  the  Irish 
Brigade ;  the  winner  to  receive  $5 ;  distance  to  be  de- 
cided on  the  ground. 

6th.  Jumping  in  sacks  to  the  distance  of  five  hun- 
dred yards ;  the  winner  to  receive  $5. 

7th.  A  contest  on  the  light  fantastic  toe,  consisting 
of  Irish  reds,  jigs,  and  hornpipes ;  the  best  dancer  to 
receive  $5,  the  second  best  $3,  to  be  decided  by  a 
judge  appointed  by  the  chairman. 


380  rJTJr   ibibh  bsigade. 

The  amiifiements  of  the  day  were  followed  by  a 
grand  entertainment  at  night,  theatricals  and  recita- 
tions.   Many  a  health  was  drank,  many  a  friend  was 
toasted,  and  even  the  American  generals  fiilly  entered 
into  the  spirit  of  the  hour ;  flowing  bnmpers,  loving 
glances  at  the  fair  ones,  songs  and  toasts  went  freelj 
round.    Captain  Hogan  presided  at  the  nectarean  mix- 
ture, which  floated  like  a  spiced  island  in  a  huge  barrel 
Captain  Jack  Gosson,  in  his  most  reohercAS  uniform, 
bespangled  with  lace,   aided  and  assisted.    Around 
them  were  a  lot  of  drummer-boys  and  soldiers.    Th&ie 
Captain  Jack  dispersed  in  the  most  dignified'  manner, 
while  they  looked  most  longingly  at  Captain  Hogan,  as 
he  ladled  out  the  punch. 

A  poetical  address  was  read  by  Dr.  Lawrence 
Beynolds,  of  his  own  composition,  giving  a  history  of 
the  career  of  the  Brigade.  Dr.  Lawrence,  of  the 
Sixty-third  Begiment,  was  the  poet  laureate  of  the 
Brigade.  This  was  followed  by  the  following  song, 
written  by  a  poetical  rival  of  the  doctor's,  and  was 
sung  by  Captain  Blake,  in  his  best  style : 

Song  of  thb  Ibibh  Bbioadb. 


WeVe  never  swerved  from  our  old  green  flag^ 
Upborne  o'er  many  a  bloody  plain ; 

Tis  now  a  torn  and  tattered  rag. 
But  we  wUl  bear  it  proudly  oft  again. 
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Well  raise  it  high,  this  dear  old  flag. 

From  Lifiy's  banks  to  Shannon's  stream. 
Till  yictory  o'er  the  pirate  rag 

Upon  onr  sacared  cause  shall  beam. 

CH0BX7S. 

Hnrrahl  Hnrrahl  for  our  dear  old  flag^ 
Hurrah  for  our  gallant  leader,  too ; 

Tliough  'tis  a  torn  and  tattered  rag. 
We  would  not  change  it  for  the  new. 

n. 

WeVe  borne  it  with  the  Stripes  and  Stan, 

9xom  Fair  Oaks  to  Frederick's  bloody  plain ; 
Ajad  see,  my  boys,  our  wounds  and  scars 

Can  tell  how  well  we  did  the  same. 
But  sure,  our  chieftain,  of  his  race. 

Was  ever  foremost  'mid  the  brave. 
Where  death  met  heroes  f&ce  to  &ce, 

And  gathered  harvests  for  the  grave. 

CHORUS. 

Hurrah!  hnrrahl  eto. 

m. 

We  miss  ftill  many  a  comrade's  smile, 

The  grasp  of  many  a  friendly  hand. 
We  mourn  their  loss,  and  grieve  the  while 

They  had  not  died  for  &therland. 
But  o'er  their  fresh  and  gory  graves — 

We  swear  it  now,  and  evermore— 
To  free  green  Erin,  land  of  slaves. 

And  banish  tyrants  from  her  shore. 

CHOBUS. 

Hurrah!  hurrah!  etc 
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jr. 

Now  we're  pledged  to  free  this  land. 

So  long  the  exile's  lesting-plaoe; 
To  cmah  for  aye  a  traitorous  band. 

And  wipe  out  treason's  deep  disgrace. 
Then  let  as  pledge  Golmnbia's  cause, 

God  prosper  poor  old  Ireland,  too  I 
We'll  trample  on  all  tyrant  laws  : 

Hurrah  for  the  old  land  and  the  new  I 

CHOBUS. 

Hurrah  1  hurrah!  etc 

Letters  of  apology  were  receired  from  several 
officers  and  civilians  who  could  not  attend.  AmoBg 
them  the  following. 

New  Tobs,  March  17, 1868. 

My  Deab  Genebal — ^I  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
reply  to  the  kind  invitation  to  be  present  at  your  celebration  of  to- 
day, in  time  for  you  to  receive  it  at  your  meeting.  Please  convey  to 
your  officers  my  warmest  thanks  for  their  kind  remembrance  of  me, 
and  say  to  them  that,  whatever  may  be  my  future  £Eite,  I  can  never, 
so  long  as  life  lasts,  forget  my  Irish  Brigade,  whose  green  flags 
advanced  so  steadily  and  nobly  at  Antietam.  My  warmest  friend- 
ship and  admiration  will  follow  your  fortunes  wherever  you  may  go, 
and  I  know  that  every  field  in  which  the  Brigade  may  be  placed 
hereafter  will  only  add  new  laurels  to  those  already  so  ^x)udly  won* 
I  am,  my  dear  general,  most  truly  your  Mend, 

George  B.  MbCLELLAir. 


HilAlX^UABTBBS  FOMT  DiVlBIOlt  1^.  Y.  S.  'iL, 

New  York,  March  14, 1868. 

.    My  Deab  General — ^I  wish  most  sincerely  that  I  could  reply  to 
the  kind  invitation  of  yotEtdelf  add  thfe  officers  of  your  gallant 
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Brigade,  bj  preoentkig  mTself  at  your  headquarters  on  the  moning 
of  the  17th,  to  unite  with  j6vl  and  them  in  the  eelebration  of 
Ireland's  National  Holiday. 

I  have  many  gratifying  recollections  of  jojons  celebrations  of  St. 
Patrick's  natal  daj  bj  the  genial  sons  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  in  other 
dajB,  ere  "  fitithless  sons  betrayed  as ;"  but  I  should  rejoice  more  in 
meeting  with  jou  and  the  devoted  officers  of  your  Brigade  at  your 
quarters  in  the  field,  ready  to  do  or  die  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  than 
in  the  most  enthusiastic  or  luxurious  entertainment  at  the  Astor  or 
the  St.  Nicholas. 

"Oh,  the  sight  entrancing, 
When  the  morning's  beam  is  glandng 
On  files  arrayed,  with  helm  and  blade, 
And  in  Freedom^s  cause  advancing." 

Be  pleased,  my  dear  general,  to  present  my  warmest  fialicitatioiis 
and  best  wishes  to  your  brave  officers,  and  believe  me  ever, 

•     ,  Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

Chablbs  W.  SAin>FOBlX 


New  York,  March  14, 1868. 

GBNBftAL  T.  F.  BfBAOHBB: 

My  Dbar  Mbaohbr — I  cannot  describe  the  pleasure  which  I 
derived  fiom  receiving  the  invitation  tendered  by  yourself  and  the 
other  officers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  to  unite  with  that  Brigade  in 
celebrating  St  Patrick's  Day  at  headquarters.  If  it  were  possible  I 
would  gladly  be  present  with  you  all.  But  duty  keeps  me  here. 
That  the  officers  of  the  Brigade  fsivor  me  with  their  esteem,  is  a  dr- 
oumstanoe  of  which  I  feel  very  proud.  Would  that  I  were  associated 
with  them  to  share  their  perils,  privations,  and  honors.  Thank  Qod, 
the  blood  of  old  Ireland  stirs  in  harmonious  association  with  that  of 
tme  Americans,  in  devoted  attachment  to  the  Republic,  to  the 
Union,  and  the  Constitution.  The  Irish  name  will  derive  additional 
lustre  from  this  glorious  fact.  I  write  in  some  haste,  so  as  to  insure 
the  deliveiy  of  the  note  before  the  17th,  and  ask  you  and  the  officers 
of  the  Brigade  to  pledge  with  me  this  sentiment : 
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The  OonMnOUm  of  the  United  8tates-lf  it  be  ever  destroyed, ib0 
80X18  of  Ireland  will  not  share  in  the  responsibilitj  of  its  ndn. 

Yonrs  affectionatelj, 

James  T.  Brab^* 


New  York.  March  14,  !«»' 

BBIGADIER-GENERAIi  MSAGHEB : 

Dbab  Qeneral — I  thank  you  and  the  officers  of  the  Brig^*-^ 
very  kindly  for  the  generous  invitation  to  join  you  in  your  celel>^^^*' 
tion  of  the  National  Holiday  of  Ireland,  at  the  headquarters  of  t>^® 
Brigade,  Army  of  the  Potomac    The  day  will  not  find  warmer        ^ 
more  gallant  hearts,  devoted  to  its  memories,  than  will  be  assembL  ^^ 
within  your  camp  circle.    That  drcle  is  a  ring  of  true  metal,  tli^^^ 
has  won  the  admiration  of  the  world.    It  would  have  given  t^^^ 
great  pleasure  to  be  with  you  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  festivities     "^ 
the  day,  but  binding  engagements  will  not  permit  me  to  leave  tfc'^ 
city,  and  you  will  therefore  accept  my  sincere  regrets.    The  stateme^^^ 
in  your  invitation,  that  the  "  celebration  will  take  place  utterly  r^ar^^' 
less  of  any  vicissitudes  of  the  weather,*'  is,  I  know,  no  reckless  was*^ 
of  words,  notwithstanding  the  prevalent  visitations  of  rain  an<} 
snow,  inasmuch  as  it  reminds  me  of  that  banquet  of  the  Brigade^/ 
which  went  on  utterly  regardless  of  fire — ^the  devastating  fire  of  the 
enemy  at  Fredericksburg.    With  every  heartfelt  wish  for  your 
welfare,  and  that  of  your  officers  and  men,  I  am  very  truly  and 
sincerely.  Your  attached  Mend, 

Babtholombw  O^Goiq^OK. 

Sentiment— im^  fidelity  and  Irish  wxlor—'Uke  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  they  can  never  be  suppressed  without  danger  to  law 
and  order — ^more  particularly  if  the  law  and  order  are  not  dvil,  hot 


Hebaxd  Office,  New  Yose,  March  14, 1868. 
To  Brigadier-General  T.  F.  Mbagheb 

and  the  officers  of  the  Irish  Brigade : 
Gentlemen — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  kind  invitation  to  participate  in  the  festivities  of  St.  Patrick's 
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JDaj  at  tlie  headquarters  of  the  Brigade ;  and  it  is  with  sincere 
regret  that  I  am  prevented  from  availing  myself  of  your  friendly 
remembrance  of  me,  owing  to  the  nature  of  my  engagements  in  this 
city. 

Though  not  present  in  person,  I  shall  be  with  you  heart  and  soul 
on  that  occasion,  as  I  have  ever  been  since  the  organization  of  the 
Brigade,  through  all  its  varied  fortunes ;  the  first  to  exult  in  its 
Buocesses ;  the  first  to  mourn  the  loss  of  the  gallant  soldiers  who 
have  Mien  in  its  ranks ;  and  yielding  to  none  in  my  devotion  to  its 
brave  commander. 

It  is  the  traditionary  privilege  of  the  Irish  race  to  fight  in  every 
just  cause.  It  is  their  proud  boast  that  they  always  fight  toell. 
The  Irish  Brigade  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  have  preserved  that 
golden  rule  religiously.  While  thanking  you  for  your  cordial  invita- 
tion, permit  me  to  ofifer  a  sentiment  which,  if  it  be  in  order,  you 
will  honor  me  by  presenting  at  your  festive  meeting  on  the  17th  of 
March.  It  is  this :  "  The  laurel  wreaths  won  by  the  old  Brigade  at 
Fontenoy  and  Cremona  have  lost  none  of  their  verdure-r-may  the 
valor  of  the  new  Brigade  make  them  perennial." 

With  best  wishes  for  your  welfare,  and  the  heartiest  sympathy 
with  your  coming  celebration,  I  remain,  gentlemen. 

Very  faithfully  yours, 

W.  F.  Lyons. 


New  York,  March  15, 1863. 

My  Deab  General — I  duly  received  the  joint  note  from  you 
and  the  ofilcers  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  inviting  me  to  unite  in  the 
celebration  of  St.  Patrick's  Day  at  your  headquarters  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock, and  beg  to  return  you  and  them  my  most  cordial  thanks 
for  the  thoughtful  kindness  which  kept  me  in  your  heads  and  hearts 
at  such  a  time  and  place.  I  sincerely  regret  that  I  cannot  be  with 
you  in  person  to  see  and  feel  the  additional  inspiration  which  the 
character  and  situation  of  Irishmen  in  arms  for  a  holy  cause  must 
give  to  the  ever  suggestive  memories  of  Ireland's  national  holiday. 

I  am  proud  of  the  invitation,  conscious  of  the  honor  conferred  by 
lt«  and  will  treasure  up  the  characteristic  missive  in  which  they 

17 
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were  conveyed.    It  evokes  many,  many  memories.    Its  brief  and 
soldier-like  sentences  suggest  an  epic.    Dated  from  where  you  aie^ 
the  purport  of  it  points  to  where  you  came  from.    It  calls  to  mind 
what  you  are  doing  for  America,  and  what  we  attempted  to  do,  and 
what  we  hope  to  do,  for  Ireland.    It  conjures  up  the  story  of  the 
Irish  exodus,  and  what  caused  it ;  and  the  American  treason,  and 
what  will  crush  it.    Jt  indicates  the  wondrous  history  through 
which  we  have  passed  from  1843  to  1863.   What  a  contrast  between 
the  monster  meetings  in  the  former,  and— be  it  reverently  Baidr4he 
maM  meetings  we  have  seen  round  camp  chapels,  at  which  legi- 
mental  chaplains  officiated,  preparing  and  blessing  Irish  soldiers  to  go 
forth  and  battle  for  Republican  institutions.    Many  who  have  lieaid 
the  old  Tribune  at  Tara  and  MuUaghmast,  have  followed  the  young 
Tribune  at  Gaines'  Mill  and  Antietam;  many  who  aspired,  with 
me,  to  fight  for  freedom  on  the  Waterford  mountains  in  1848,  have 
fought,  bled,  and  died  for  freedom  by  your  side  on  the  PeninsiAa 
and  in  Maryland. 

Your  note  calls  to  mind  a  crowd  of  such  fieusts,  with  the  thouglitB 
and  historical  contrasts  they  compel.  Of  all  these  contrasts,  not  one  is 
of  deeper  significance  than  that  afforded  by  the  circumstances 
attending  the  obsequies  (Dublin,  1847)  of  the  all-potent  moral  foicd 
Tribune,  who  declared  liberty  not  worth  the  expenditure  of  a  drop 
of  blood ;  and  the  Hequiem  Mass  in  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral  (New 
York,  1863)  for  the  dead  heroes  of  the  Irish  Brigade,  at  which  the 
fallen  were  exalted  as  Christian  soldiers,  who,  dying  for  just  princi- 
ples and  their  country,  glorified  God. 

In  my  old  age,  too,  if  Heaven  shall  extend  my  days  into  the  season 
of  the  sere  and  yellow  leaf,  this  little  note  will  awaken  grateful  and 
flattering  thoughts  to  weave  a  memorial  halo  round  my  declining 
days.  It  will  remind  me  that  at  a  time  of  great  civil  war,  when 
the  best  government  devised  by  man  was  waylaid  by  the  most  stu- 
pendous treason — when  the  fate  not  only  of  that  government,  but 
the  hopes  and  blessings  its  example  kindled  and  its  success 
sustained,  was  at  stake,  the  Irish  rushed  in  thousands  to  the 
standard  of  Democratic  govenmient  and  civilization — ^that  in  the 
unparalleled  conflicts  the  Irish  Brigade  was  ever  foremost  in,  and 
(mce  saved  the  army  of  humanity,  that  it  was  ever  prominent, 
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And  never  disgraced  in  battle,  compelling  the  admiration  ot 
the  foes,  as  weU  as  the  honor  of  the  friends  of  justice;  and 
that  the  surviving  remnant  of  this  immortal  band,  on  a  St.  Patrick's 
Daj,  encamped  in  view  of  the  slopes  whereon  was  ofi^red  their 
latest  holocaust  for  freedom,  thought  of  me  as  one  not  unworthy  to 
join  with  them  in  the  pious  exercises  and  festive  pleasures,  the 
patriotic  reminiscences  and  hopeful  aspirations  commemorative  of 
the  national  holiday  of  Irishmen :  this  shaU  stir  my  old  blood.  I  give 
you  as  a  sentiment,  should  this  reach  you  in  time — 

Long  live  the  Bepublic,  one  and  indivisible.  May  the  Irish  dtl- 
lens  as  well  deserve  its  honors  in  peace,  as  the  Irish  Brigade  has 
won  them  in  the  war  for  its  defence. 

With  renewed  affection  for  you  and  the  officers  of  the  Brigade;, 

Believe  me  your  friend, 

John  Satacql 

Brigadier-General  Mbaoheb, 

Cknnmanding  Irish  Brigade. 
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CHAPTER  XVHX 

Battle  of  ChancellorsTille.— Brealdng  of  the  Eleventh  Corps.— The  Ins^ 
Brigade  reBcae  the  Fifth  Maine  Battery. — ^Inoidents  of  the  battle-ftold.* 
Besignation  of  General  Meagher. — ^Begret  of  the  Brigade.— Batdo  v 
Gettysburg. — The  Brigade  again  engaged. 

TniErGS  remained  quiet  and  monotonous  in  camp  nntsl 
the  middle  of  April,  when  all  preparations  denoted  an 
immediate  advance.  This  took  place  soon  afterwards, 
and  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  followed.  I  give  a 
resume  of  the  daily  operations  of  the  battle,  with  the 
account  which  I  wrote  for  the  "  New  York  Herald" 
at  the  time. 

The  Battle  of  Chanobllobsville. 

The  Plau. — ^A-  portion  of  the  army  (about  half  of 
it)  was  to  cross  the  river  near  Fredericksburg,  and 
pretend  to  renew  the  attempt  in  which  Barnside  had 
been  previously  unsuccessful,  and  accomplisli  two  ob- 
jects— ^first,  to  hold  the  enemy's  force  at  that  point ; 
and  second,  to  protect  our  communications  and  sup- 
plies, while  the  other  half  of  the  army  should  make 
a  crossing  above  the  fortifications,  and,  sweeping  down 
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to  the  rear  of  Fredericksburg,  take  a  strong  position 
and  hold  it  until  they  could  be  re-enforced  by  the 
portion  of  the  army  engaged  in  making  the  feint, 
which  was  to  withdraw  from  its  position,  take  the 
bridges  to  the  point  of  the  river,  which  had  been  un- 
covered by  the  flank  movement ;  and  the  whole  army 
would  thus  be  concentrated  in  the  rear  of  Fredericks- 
burg. The  following  outline  of  each  day's  operations 
will  show  to  what  extent  this  bold  and  hazardous  plan 
has  proved  successful,  and  in  what  degree  and  for 
what  reason  it  has  resulted  so  unfortunately. 

Monday  and  Tuesday,  April  26  and  27. — On  Mon- 
day, the  26th,  was  commenced  the  execution  of  this 
plan.  Three  corps,  the  fifth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth, 
were  ordered  to  march  with  eight  days'  rations  to 
Kelly's  Ford,  near  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road. General  Slocum,  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  was 
placed  in  command,  and  on  Tuesday  night,  the  force 
intrusted  with  the  important  part  of  executing  the 
flank  movement  had  reached  the  point  at  which  they 
were  ordered  to  cross  the  Eappahannock.  Tuesday 
night,  also,  three  other  corps,  the  first,  third,  and  sixth, 
were  sent  to  Franklin's  crossing,  three  miles  below 
Fredericksburg,  to  be  ready  to  undertake  the  crossing 
simultaneously  with  the  other  corps  at  Kelly's  Ford, 
on  Wednesday  morning.  General  Sedgwick  cona- 
mauded  these  troops. 
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Wednesday. — ^Without  serious  oppositioD,  both  di- 
visions of  the  army  were  established  on  the  westbaik 
of  the  river,  and  a  portion  of  the  flanking  corps  pnsbeA 
on  from  Kelly's  Ford  towards  the  Bapidan  ntGr^ 
mania  Mills. 

Thuesdat. — Sedgwick  threatened  the  enemy,  a^^ 
held  him  near  Fredericksburg,  while  Slocum  press^^ 
on  from  the  Kapidan  and  took  his  position  across  tC^^ 
plankroad  (the  enemy's  line  of  retreat  towards  Go:^** 
donsville)  at  Chancellorsville.    Couch's  Second  Corp^ 
which  had  remained  at  Banks'  Ford,  now  moved  up 
to  the  United  States  Ford,  and  crossed  to  join  GreneraZ 
Slocum.    General  Hooker  also  joined,  and  took  com- 
mand of  the  four  corps  thus  concentrated  in  the  rear 
of  Fredericksburg  and  across  the  line  of  the  enemy's 
retreat.    Thursday  night  there  was  sharp  work  on  both 
sides  to  outmanoeuvre  each  other. 

Fetoay. — ^The  first  and  third  corps  were  moving 
from  the  left  wing  to  join  General  Hooker  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, while  Jackson  was  taking  a  circuitooB 
route  to  reach  the  rear  of  General  Hooker's  line  be- 
tween Chancellorsville  and  the  Kapidan,  where  Hookeri 
by  night,  concentrated  all  this  portion  of  his  army, 
save  the  Sixth  Corps.  At  the  same  time  the  main 
body  of  the  enemy  had  been  moved  from  their  works 
at  Fredericksburg. 

Satusday. — General  Hooker  occupied  the  formoon 
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awaiting  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  which  was  evi- 
itly  expected  in  front.  The  movements  of  the  enemy 
tmed  to  indicate  that  they  were  retreating ;  but  in 
\  afternoon  Stonewall  Jackson  poanced  upon  our 
;reme  right  and  rear,  between  Chancellorsville  and 
rmania  Mills.  A  most  ftirious  and  desperate  attack 
8  made,  and  the  right  of  our  lines,  which  was  held 

the  Eleventh  Corps,  was  almost  instantly  broken, 
1  the  panic-stricken  men,  in  utter  confusion,  with 
1  without  muskets,  hats,  and  coats,  rushed  headlong 
m  under  fire  down  the  only  road  which  led  to  the 
dge.  The  Third  Corps,  under  General  Sickles,  was 
erposed  in  the  breach  thus  made,  and  the  excellent 
>lnes8  of  this  officer,  with  the  better  qualities  which 

corps  exhibited,  saved  the  further  progress  of  the 
lie  and  the  rout,  and  the  evil  was  temporarily 
yed.  This  rout  of  the  Eleventh  Corps  was  the 
sis.  This  was  the  turning  point,  from  which  our 
^seeding  misfortunes  can  be  most  distinctly  traced, 
burday  closed  the  operations  of  the  first  week,  with 
ubtful  prospects  of  the  final  result,  and  the  previous 
^cesses  of  the  right  wing  seemed  destined  to  end  in 
aster.  Sedgwick,  with  the  Sixth  Corps,  had  at  this 
le  withdrawn  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  taken 

his  bridges,  and  replaced  them  again  directly  in 
nt  of  Fredericksburg,  and  prepared  for  an  assault 
the  morrow  of  the  earthworks  back  of  the  town. 


392  ^^^     IRISH    BSIQADB. 

Sunday. — ^The  assault  of  General  Sedgwick  upon 
the  heights  of  Fredericksburg,  which,  most  probably, 
was  defended  but  by  a  few  brigades,  was  vigorouB  and 
completely  successful.    After  it,  that  general  marched 
to  join  his  chief,  Hooker ;  but  Lee  turned  on  him  in 
force,  cut  him  off  from  all '  communication  either  with 
Hooker  or  with   Fredericksburg,  and   thus  igplated, 
forced  him  back  upon  the  river  at  Banks'  Ford.    An- 
other repulse,  too,  was  sustained  on  Sunday  morning 
by  the  army  near  Chancellorsville.    The  enemy  x^ 
newed  the  attack,  and  again  drove  back  our  lines  foP 
half  a  mile.    From  the  large  brick  house,  which  gives 
the  name  to  this  vicinity,  the  lines  of  the  enemy  could 
be  seen  sweepiDg  slowly,  but  confidently,  determinedly, 
and  surely,  through  the  clearings  which  extended  in 
front.     Nothing  could  excite  more  admiration  for^e 
best  qualities  of  the  veteran  soldier  than  the  manner 
in  which  the  enemy  swept  out,  as  they  moved  steadily 
onward,  the  forces  which  were  opposed  to  them.    The 
enemy  felt  confident  that  they  were  to  be  victorious, 
and  our  own  men  had,  from  some  occasion,  imbibed 
the  same  impression. 

Monday. — Another  day  of  misfortune,  and  the  day 
was  hardly  ushered  in  before  the  enemy,  in  force,  came 
down  upon  the  detachments  which  had  been  thought  j 
sufficient  to  hold  the  works  upon  the  heights  of  Fred- 
ericksburg.    First  a  brigade,  then  a  division,  then  a 
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larger  force  came  in  upon  them,  and  after  strongly 
contesting  the  position,  they  were  compelled  to  yield 
and  fall  back  under  the  protection  of  the  town.  The 
enemy  formed  their  line  of  battle  on  the  outskirts,  and 
within  the  town  the  two  brigades  of  General  Gibbon 
held  them  in  check  as  long  as  could  be.  Many 
wounded  men  were  in  the  hospitals,  and  the  position 
was  maintained  as  long  as  possible.  At  length  the 
ground  was  given  up,  the  troops  were  withdrawn,  the 
bridges  taken  up,  and  Fredericksburg  was  given  back 
to  the  enemy.  They  were  now  at  liberty  to  turn  their 
attention  to  Sedgwick,  and  they  lost  no  time  in  con- 
centrating their  forces  against  him.  After  a  most 
obstinate  fight,  in  which  the  enemy  almost  were  suc- 
cessful in  destroying  his  bridges,  and  the  possibility  of 
his  escape,  he  made  good  his  retreat  to  the  east  bank 
of  the  Kappahannock.  His  losses  were  appalling. 
He  suffered  terribly,  and  in  their  retreat  there  was 
much  confusion  and  disorder  among  the  troops. 

Tuesday. — By  this  time  the  aspect  of  affairs  had 
become  exceedingly  dark.  The  troops  were  much 
dispirited,  and  although  they  had  held  their  position 
on  Monday,  the  prospect  of  meeting  the  combined 
forces  of  the  enemy  with  large  re-enforcements,  which 
they  were  known  to  have  received,  was  exceedingly 
unpromising.  A  severe  storm  appeared  also  on  Tues- 
day afternoon,  swelling  the  Kappahannock  to  a  torrent, 

17* 


894  TES    IRISH    BRIGADE. 

and  threatening  to  cariy  away  the  bridges.  Tuesday 
night,  the  army  of  the  Bappahannock  was  withdrawn, 
and  the  entire  force  brought  again  across  the  river, 
with  the  exception  of  many  dead  and  wounded. 

On  the  evening  of  the  30th  of  April  General 
Meagher  invited  his'  staff-officers  to  a  camp  supper, 
preparatory  to  the  march.  The  Brigade  wap  then 
formed  into  marching  order,  and  proceeded  under  the 
guidance  of  Lieutenant  Miller  of  General  Hancock's 
staff.  We  left  camp  about  one  o'clock,  and,  as  our 
way  lay  through  a  thick  forest,,  supposed  to  be  occu- 
pied by  rebel  sharpshooters,  we  had  to  proceed  with 
great  caution.  About  twelve  o'clock  at  night  we 
bivouacked  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  at  dawn 
resumed  our  march  towards  the  United  States  Ford. 
About  noon  next  day  we  halted,  to  give  the  troops 
time  to  rest  and  refresh  themselves,  and  also  to  have 
the  pontoons  completed  across  the  Bappahannock. 
About  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  we  resunied  our 
march,  the  Brigade  bringing  up  the  extreme  left  of  the 
Second  Army  Corps. 

Our  passage  across  the  river  by  moonlight  was  mag- 
nificently grand ;  indeed  the  army  deployed  in  close 
column  along  a  steep  and  almost  perpendicular  hill  to 
reach  the  river.  Seen  from  the  top  of  this  hill,,  the 
long  line  of  ambulances  and  tndns,  extending  for 
miles,  the  almost  interminable  colunms  of  men,  with 
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forests  of  glittering  bayonets,  the  brilliant  nniforms  of 
generals  and  their  staff-officers,  presented  one  grand 
moonlight  panorama  of  unsurpassed  beauty.  The 
Brigade  picketed  for  the  night  commaading  a  ford  at 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  near  the  main  road  from 
Fredericksburg  to  Bichmond.  About  noon  next  day 
we  resumed  our  march  to  a  place  called  Scott's  Mills 
— ^a  ford  within  a  few  miles  of  ChanceUorsviUe.  We 
arrived  here  about  ten  o'clock  on  Friday  night.  As 
this  WIU3  an  important  position,  and  exposed  by  a  by- 
road to  the  left  winig  of  the  enemy's  lines,  the  general 
threw  out  pickets,  loopholed  the  mill  and  offices,  and 
fortified  them  with  men.  We  also  had  a  battery  of 
six  guns  in  position  in  our  front.  Towards  Chancel- 
lorsville  we  heard  some  heavy  firing  all  the  afternoon, 
which  we  subsequently  learned  was  produced  by  an 
engagement  between  the  enemy  and  Sykes'  division, 
General  Meade's  Fifth  Army  Corps,  which  was  the 
first  to  engage  while  General  Hooker  was  completing 
his  plans  for  the  formation  of  his  line  of  battle. 

I  should  have  mentioned  that  the  FiftJi,  Eleventh, 
and  Twelfth  Army  Corps,  under  the  respective  com- 
mands of  Generals  Meade,  Howard,  and  Slocum, 
crossed  near  Kelly's  Ford,  in  order  to  form  a  junction 
with  the  Second  corps,  under  Major-General  Couch — 
the  First  under  General  Eeynolds,  and  the  Third 
under  Major-General  Sickles.    The  three  last  corps 
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crossed  at  the  TTnited  States  Ford — a  distance  of  eight 
miles  from  Kelly's  Ford.  Chancellorsville  is  about 
six  miles  north  of  the  United  States  Ford,  on  the 
military  road,  and  midway  on  the  pike  road  between 
Fredericskbnrg  and  Gordonsville,  being  about  ten 
miles  from  both  places.  It  was  a  good-looking  house, 
with  piazzas  and  balconies,  and  a  large  open  plain  in 
front.  Beyond  this  place  is  a  thick  forest  Behind 
the  house  is  another  open  plain,  intercepted  by  a  belt 
of  forest.  Behind  this  is  Bums'  house,  or,  as  it  is 
called,  the  White  House.  The  Brigade  remained  all 
Friday  night  and  Saturday  defending  the  ford ;  for  it 
was  well  known  that  General  Jackson  was  trying  to 
tarn  the  right  wing  of  our  army,  and  as  a  road 
through  the  forest  from  the  ford,  it  was  an  important 
position  to  defend. 

About  eight  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning  the  firing 
was  again  commenced  in  our  front  beyond  Chancel- 
lorsville. Our  sharpshooters  and  advanced  guards  had 
engaged  the  enemy  in  the  woods,  and  were  steadily 
repulsing  them.  Here  the  fight  continued  without 
intermission  until  about  two  o'clock.  The  enemy 
were  driven  back  over  a  mile.  From  the  entrance  of 
the  wood  we  could  see  column  after  colamn  forcing 
back  the  enemy,  who  were  fiercely  disputing  every 
inch  of  ground.  About  this  time  the  fight  was  raging 
fiiriously  on   the  right.      Hayman's  brigade,  Third 
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Corps,  was  forming  into  line  on  the  right,  the  Thirty- 
seventh  New  York  Volunteers  (Irish  Rifles)  were  in 
front,  and  before  two  companies  were  formed  the  enemy 
burst  upon  them.  After  a  few  moments'  desperate 
fighting,  the  Thirty-seventh  had  to  fall  back  by  a  flank 
movement,  and  were  only  supported  by  the  First  New 
York,  Fifth  and  Third  Michigan,  and  Nineteenth 
Maine.  The  Thirty-seventh  lost  heavily  in  this  short 
but  fierce  encounter.  The .  Eleventh  Army  Corps, 
xmder  command  of  General  Howard,  had  taken  up 
their  position  commanding  the  Gordonsville  road, 
about  four  miles  beyond  Chancellorsville.  Their  left 
was  supported  by  the  Third  Army  Corps,  while  the 
Fifth  and  Twelfth  lay  on  their  rear. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  advance 
corps  of  the  rebel  army  attacked  the  Eleventh.  Corps, 
The  firing  here  for  some  time  was  terrifically  grand. 
The  rebels  kept  up  one  continuous  and  destructive  fire 
of  cannon  and  musketry,  which  threw  the  Eleventh 
Corps  into  a  regular  panic.  General  Howard  did  all 
that  a  brave  man  couJd  to  rally  them,  but  in  vain ;  for 
they  retreated  pell-mell  back  on  Gordonsville,  aban- 
doning their  cannon,  ammunition,  and  wagons.  In 
the  midst  of  this  panic  I  met  the  brave  but  ill-fated 
General  Berry  coolly  and  cheerfully  advancing  to  their 
support.  He  renewed  the  attack,  keeping  the  enemy 
in  check.    The  Seventh  New  Jersey  of  this  division 
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took  six  colors.     The  Excelsior  brigade,  the  Jersey 
brigade,  Mott's  brigade,  and  Hayman's  brigade  noUj 
supported   General  Berry,  who  nnfortnnately  fell  ia 
trying  to  gain  the  position  abandoned  by  the  Elevend^ 
Corps. 

The  breaking  of  the  right  wing  left  our  troops  i 
fix>nt  in  danger  of  being  outflanked ;  so  they  had  t<^^ 
fall  back  on  Chancellorsville.  General  Hooker  had 
also  to  remove  his  headquarters.  General  Meagher 
had  to  throw  a  line  across  the  road  and  into  the  wood 
at  Scott's  Mills,  in  order  to  intercept  the  panic-stricken 
ftigitives,  who  came  rushing  along ;  but,  finding  their 
retreat  thus  cut  ofl^,  had  to  rejoin  the  army.  The 
result  of  the  day's  fighting  was,  that  our  troops  had 
driven  back  the  enemy  over  a  mile  in  the  centre ;  and, 
had  sufficient  re-enforcements  been  thrown  in  to  follow 
up  our  advantage,  the  enemy  might  have  been  crushed. 
On  account  of  the  defalcation  of  the  Eleventh  Army 
Corps,  re-enforcements  had  to  be  thrown  in,  in  order  to 
maintain  our  position ;  for,  if  Jackson  forced  our  right 
wing,  our  centre  was  too  far  advanced,  and  would  be 
crushed.  So  our  troops  had  to  fall  back,  forming  a 
more  direct  line  of  battle. 

Sunday,  May  3. — ^About  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  battle  was  resuaned,  the  batteries  in  our  £ront  vomit- 
ing forth  their  horrid  missiles  of  death.  Indeed,  the  battle 
opened  so  fiercely  that  the  booming  of  artillery  shook  the 
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earth  around,  as  if  convulsed  by  an  earthquake.  About 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  General  Meagher  received 
orders  to  advance  the  Brigade  to  the  front,  to  support 
the  Fifth  Maine  Battery.  As  we  marched  through  the 
columns  that  lined  the  way,  we  were  loudly  and  repeat- 
edly cheered.  With  our  general  at  its  head,  the 
Brigade  marched  as  steadily  and  coolly  as  if  on  parade. 
As  we  marched  through  the  woods,  shot  and  shell  were 
poured  like  hail  upon  us.  When  the  general  reached 
the  end  of  the  road,  he  turned  the  head  of  the  column 
and  deployed  into  the  woods.  His  escapes  here  were 
almost  miraculous;  for,  though  men  were  falling  on 
every  side,  he  boldly  rode  on,  all  the  time  cheering  the 
men  by  word  and  example.  Here  a  shell  burst  behind 
him,  where  we  had  just  left,  kilh'ng  four  of  our  men. 
The  Brigade  remained  in  the  woods  for  about  two 
hours,  under  a  most  destructive  fire  of  shot  and  shell, 
which  killed  two  ofiicers  and  several  men.  The  Fifth 
Maine  Battery  was  placed  at  the  opening  of  the  wood, 
commanding  the  plain  towards  Chancellorsville.  This 
battery  was  well  worked,  and  did  good  execution ;  for, 
not  until  all  the  men  and  horses  were  killed  or 
wounded  did  it  cease  firing.  Corporal  H.  Lebroke 
and  oRe  private  alone  remained,  and  finding  themselves 
unable  to  work  the  guns,  they  blew  up  the  caissons. 
It  was  then  that  the  Brigade  was  ordered  to  their 
relief.    The  Brigade  again  steadily  formed  line  and 
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dashed  into,  the  open  plain,  ponring  one  destructive  fire 
on  the  enemy,  who  were  advancing  to  seize  the  grms, 
which  drove  them  back  in  confusion.  Some  of  om 
men  feU ;  but  the  others  seized  the  ropes  and  dragged 
the  guns  with  them,  General  Meagher  all  the  time 
directing  the  movement. 

Here  the  remnant  of  the  Irish  Brigade — ^for  it  num- 
bered only  about  five  hundred  and  twenty  men  going 
into  action — did  good  service  to  the  Union ;  for,  had 
the  rebels  seized  the  battery  and  turned  it  upon  our 
army,  a  regular  panic  might  have  ensued,  for  at  the 
same  time  several  regiments  on  the  right  and  left  were 
giving  way.  As  we  reached  the  plain  at  the  end  of 
the  wood,  General  Hancock  rode  up  to  General 
Meagher,  and  very  emphatically  called  out — 

"  General  Meagher,  you  command  the  retreat." 

The  Brigade  was  next  placed  in  a  wood  on  the  left 
of  the  White  House. 

A  continual  fire  of  musketry  was  kept  up  through 
the  woods.  At  one  time  the  enemy  succeeded  on  the 
right  in  forcing  our  lines  from  the  wood  into  the  open 
plain;  but  our  batteries,  particularly  Randolph's, 
opened  such  a  fierce,  destructive  fire  on  them  of  grape 
and  canister,  that  they  were  literally  mowed  down  in 
hundreds.  A  dense,  sulphurous  fog  of  smoke  ob- 
scured the  plain,  while  high  above  the  shouts  and 

cheers  of  the  combatants  rose  the  volcanic  din  of  ar- 
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tillery.  Thid  continued  all  through  Sunday,  until 
night  threw  its  welcome  veil  of  silence  over  the  com- 
batants. From  the  dense  volumes  of  smoke  that  arose 
from  Chancellorsville  House  and  the  forest  in  our 
front,  it  was  evident  that  they  were  on  fire.  This  was 
the  more  melancholy,  as  the  house  was  used  as  a  hos- 
pital, and  the  wood  was  full  of  our  dead  and  wounded. 
So  thick  was  the  smoke  from  the  burning  forest  and 
the  continual  firing,  that  the  plain  was  obscured. 
Indeed,  it  was  sad  to  refiect  that  our  brave  wounded 
companions  were  left  to  perish  the  most  horrible  of  all 
deaths.  Yet,  such  are  the  awful  casualties  of  war. 
Our  troops  were  engaged  all  Sunday  night  and  Mon- 
day morning  in  throwing  up  a  strong  line  of  breast- 
works  on  the  right  and  left.  These  were  lined  with 
troops,  with  re-enforcements  behind,  so  that  this  posi- 
tion seemed  almost  impregnable. 

The  enemy's  batteries  continued  to  shell  us  fiercely 
all  through  Monday,  killing  and  wounding  several  of 
our  men,  and  struck  the  trees  near  Oeneral  Meagher. 
Bain  fell  in  torrents  on  Tuesday,  making  a  regular 
pond  of  the  camp.  As  we  were  not  allowed  any  tents, 
we  had  to  rest  ourselves  as  best  we  could  upon  tie 
wet  ground,  under  one  of  the  most  drenching  rains  I 
have  ever  witnessed.  There  was  an  ominous  silence 
throughout  the  camp  on  Tuesday,  now  and  then  en- 
livened by  a  fusilade  of  musketry  between  our  pickets 
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and  the  enemy's.    We  were  so  wearied  and  exhausted 
on  Tuesday  night,  that  we  threw  ourselves  upon  the 
wet  ground.    About  ten  o'clock  we  were  aroused  by 
an  aid,  who  ordered  us  to  be  ready  for  marchiog  iu 
half  an  hour.    We  jumped  up,  saddled  our  horeeft^ 
and  remained  so  for  nearly  two  hours,  when  a  fnrthoi^ 
order  came  that  we  would  not  march  for  the  night*^ 
We  lay  down  again  in  our  wet  blankets,  pools  of  wat«r^ 
around  us,  and  were  trying  to  compose  ourselyes  to 
sleep,  when  we  were  again  ordered  to  get  ready  for  the 
march.    !N^ever  did  an  unfortunate  army  suffer  a  more 
wretched  or  wearisome  march.    We  had  to  march 
along  a  new  road  just  cut  through  the  forest ;  the  rain 
was  pouring  upon  us  ill  torrents,  converting  the  road 
into  a  regular  mass  of  sticky  mud  and  pools  of  water-; 
men  and  horses  rolled  over  in  trying  to  drag  them- 
selves through  it,  and  I  am  sure  several  of  them  must 
have  perished.      Kext  day  we  recrossed  the  Kappa- 
hannock,  the  men  wearied   and  dispirited,  and  the 
different  commands  returned  to  their  old  camps. 

Kever  did  an  army  go  into  action  in  better 
spirits,  or  more  confident  of  success,  than  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  under  General  Joe  Hooker.  His 
popularity  with  the  army  was  great,  and  their  confi- 
dence in  him  unbounded.  His  fine  martial  bearing 
commanded  their  respect,  his  fighting  qualities  their 
admiration,  and  his  courteous,  gentlemanly  demeanor 


their  love.  With  snoh  a  splendid  army,  full  of  confi- 
dence iii  themselves  and  their  general,  every  one  fbit 
tnre  of  a  glorions  victory.  The  admirable  disposition 
made  by  Genei-al  Hooker  of  his  troops  for  battle  con- 
firmed this  good  opinion,  but  jealousies  and  private 
piques  amwg  some  of  his  generals,  and  some  other 
caueea,  ttiarred  his  well-laid  plans,  and  converted  what 
promised  to  be  a  glorious  victory  into  a  shameful  de- 
feat. Sedgwick,  who  commanded  the  left  wing  at 
FrodetHcki^ai^i  by  unaccountable  ddiay,  lost  an  op- 
portunity bi  ocoupyii\g  the  heights^  and  his  retreat 
across  the  river  doea  not  appear  to  be  in  accordance 
with  bffl  instructions.  Again,  the  defalcation  of  the 
Eleventh  Corps  on  the  righlf  flank  had  a  disaatroni 
morale  i)Q  the  whole  army;  add  to  this  the  want  of 
co-operl^tion  by  the  cavalry,  from  whom  so  much  had 
been  expected,  the  differences  and  jealousies  of  certain 
gen^ralsy  General  Hooker  being  stunned  at  a  critical 
tnontent  by  the  bursting  of  a  ahdll,  the  t(»rrents  of  rain 
that  flooded  the  country  and  threatened  to  sweep  off 
the  pontoons, — all  contributed  to  frustrate  General 
S<K>]Rer's  well-liud  plans,  and  to  compel  him  to  seek 
safetiy  for  bia  trmy  by  recroesing  the  river. 

■ 

Every  battle-field  is  full  of  incidentg  of  the  moat 
painful  kind,  or  hairbreadth  escapes. 
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Ab  we  dragged  out  the  battery,  the  cheering  and 
excitement  were  unbonnded,  and  the  rebel  batteries 
continued  raining  shot  and  aheU  around  us.  Here 
Gaptam  Lynch  was  killed,  being  cut  right  through 
•the  centre  with  a  solid  shot. 

When  we  fell  back  to  the  woods  I  was  leaning 
against  a  tree,  Oeneral  Meagher  at  the  other  side  talk- 
ing  to  me,  when  a  bullet  struck  the  tree  over  our  heads. 
I  remarked — 

^^  General,  that  was  fired  by  a  sharpshooter;  they 
have  range  of  you ;  we'd  better  leave  this.'' 

^^  Oh,  no ;  it's  but  a  chance  shot." 

Just  as  he  spoke  another  bullet  lodged  behind  our 
heads.  * 

^^  They  are  improving,  general,"  I  remarked. 

"  Well,  yes ;  I  think  it  is  time  to  leave  now.'' 

**  I  thought  so  long  since,  general." 

I  was  riding  across  the  plain  in  front  of  Chanoel- 
lorsville  House,  when  a  shell  burst  right  in  fi^nt  of 
me.  Fortunately  there  was  another  officer  just  before 
me,  who  got  the  whole  contents  of  it. 

Captain  Byron,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  had  a  tan  dut 
named  Fan.  Fan  went  into  every  battle,  and  while 
the  firing  was  brisk  lay  down  behind  a  big  log  or  in 
some  other  secure  place ;  and  when  a  lull  would  follow 
l&be'd  sally  out^  and  run  ftlong  the  regiment  to  see  if  any 
of  her  friends  were  killed  or  hurt 
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She  was  very  mncli  attached  to  a  man  of  the  com- 
pany, who  during  the  firing  fell  mortally  wounded. 
When  Fan  came  up  to  him,  she  threw  herself  on  him 
and  cried,  she  wept  and  licked  him,  while  the  poor 
fellow  would  throw  out  his  hand  to  pat  her  as  he  feebly 
exclaimed,  "  Poor  Fan !  poor  Fan  1" 

The  scene  in  the  woods  was  fearful  to  contemplate; 
after  we  were  driven  back,  the  woods  took  fire,  burn- 
ing up  our  dead  and  helpless  wounded.  As  they  were 
between  both  lines,  there  was  no  chance  of  aiding  them. 
We  could  hear  the  shrieks  and  groans  of  the  poor 
fellows  in  their  desperate  agony.  I  am  told  that  over 
seven  hundred  charred  and  burned  bodies  were  after- 
wards found  at  this  spot. 

After  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  General  Meagher 
again  applied  to  be  allowed  to  recruit  his  brigade,  now 
reduced  to  a  battalion  of  a  few  hundred  men.  Not 
receiving  a  favorable  answer,  he  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion, which  was  accepted  in  the  following  order : 


ADJXJTAKT-GsznEBAL's  Omcn, 
Wabhinoton,  D.  C,  May  14, 1868. 

&^-T<nir  resignation  has  been  accepted  by  the  Pieddent  of  the 
United  States,  to  take  effect  this  day. 

I  am»  sir,  very  respectMIy,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  A.  Habdib, 
AsiEdstant  A^jutant-QenexaL 

ToBrigadier-Oeneral  T.  F.  Mbagher, 

United  States  Volunteers. 
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On  the  evening  of  the  19th  tihe  general  a86emble(i 
his  little  command,  foor  hundred  strong,  and  took  leavB 
of  them.    The  scene  was  deeply  interesting.    Few 
present  were  unmoved.    The  Brigade  having  heen 
formed  into  a  hollow  square,  inside  stood  its  general-^ 
the  pride  of  the  last  of  the  brave  men  whom  he  had 
over  and  over  again  led  to  the  deadliest  assanlte — 
there  he  stood,  to  withdraw  from  their   conmiandy 
which  had  been  his  highest  ambition ;  and  this  witk> 
drawal  was  in  proof  of  his  devotion  to  ihem,  and  a|»!o- 
test  against  the  exaction  of  an  accumalation  of  labors 
which  should   fairly  devolve    upon  a   full    brigade. 
General  Caldwell  and  other  visitors  were  also  within 
the  square,  and  after  some  excellent  music  had  been 
discoursed  by  the  fine  band  of  the  Fourteenth  Con- 
necticut Volunteers,  Oeneral  Meagher  spoke  aa  fdlowB 
his  parting  address : 

To  my  Officers  and  Soldien, 

My  Countrymen  and  Chmradei  in  AMfm$  : 
A  xxMitive  conviction  of  what  I  owed  to  joxa  reputation,  to 
the  honor  of  our  race,  and  to  mj  own  conscience,  compeUed  me  a 
few  days  ago  to  tender  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  my 
resignation  of  this  command.  I  shaU  not  recapitulate  the  reasoDB 
which  induced  and  Justified  me  to  do  so.  It  weraM  be  superfiuoua 
There  is  not  a  man  in  this  command  who  is  not  faSfy  aware  of  the 
reasons  which  oompeUed  me  to  resign,  and  thero  is  not  a  man  who 
does  not  thoroughly  appreciate  and  approve  it.  Suffice  it  to  saj 
that»  the  Irish  JSrigade  no  longer  existing,  I  felt  that  it  would  be 
perpetuating  a  great  decepUmi  were  I  to  retain  the  autiboiftj  Imd 
rank  of  a  brigadier-gsiiei«l  nominally  eomgianding  the  same ;    I 
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ihere&iip^  oonscientioiisly,  tlioiigli  aiost  xelaotantlyi  resigiied  my  oom- 
mand.  That  resignation  has  been  accepted,  and  as  your  general  I 
now  bid  yon  an  affectionate  fitrewelL  I  cannot  do  so,  liowever, 
liPtthont  leaving  on  reooxd  the  assurance  of  the  happiness,  the  grati- 
tude and  pride  with  which  I  revert  to  the  first  days  of  the  Irish 
Brigade,  when  it  straggled  in  its  infan(7  and  was  sustained  alone 
by  its  native  strength  and  instincts ;  and  retrace  firom  the  field,  where 
it  first  displayed  its  brilliant  gallantry,  all  the  efforts,  all  the  hard- 
ships, all  the  privations,  all  the  sacrifices  which  have  made  its  his- 
tory— ^brief  though  it  be— sacred  and  inestimable.  Sharing  with 
the  humblest  soldier  freely  and  heartily  all  the  hardships  and  dan- 
gers of  the  battlefield— never  having  ordered  an  advance  that  I  did 
not  talce  the  lead  myself— I  thank  Qod  that  I  have  been  spared  to 
do  justice  to  those  whose  heroism  deserves  from  me  a  gratefrd  com- 
memoration ;  and  that  I  have  been  preserved  to  bring  comfort  to 
those  who  have  lost  fathers,  husbands,  and  brothers  in  the  soldiers 
who  have  fiEdlen  for  a  noble  government  under  the  green  flag.  My 
fife  has  been  a  varied  one,  and  I  have  passed  through  many  dis- 
tracting scenes.  But  never  has  the  river  that  flowed  beside  my 
cradle,  never  have  the  mountains  that  overlooked  the  paths  of  my 
childhood,  never  have  the  old  walls  that  claimed  the  curiosity  and 
research  of  maturer  days,  been  eflSi.ced  from  my  memory.  As  at 
flrst^-as  in  nature — ^the  beautiful  and  glorious  picture  is  indelible 
Not  less  vivid,  not  less  unefSskceable,  will  be  the  recoUection  of  my 
companionship  with  the  Irish  Brigade  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  The  graves  of  many  hundreds  c^  brave  and  devoted  sol 
diers,  who  went  to  death  with  all  the  radiance  and  enthusiasm  of 
the  noblest  chivalry,  are  so  many  guarantees  and  pledges  that, 
as  kmg  as  there  remains  one  officer  or  soldier  of  the  Irish 
Bdgade»  so  long  shaU  there  be  found  for  him,  to  his  iSunily  and 
little  ones,  if  any  there  be,  a  devoted  friend  in 

Thokab  Francis  Mbaohisi. 

At  the  coBclosiou  of  the  addrees,  and  after  the  men 
had  given  vent  to  their  feelings  by  vociferous  cheers, 
the.  officers  came  forward  and  s^hook  hands  with  the 
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general,  bidding  him  an  affectionate  adieo.  Thcfn  tiid 
general  passed  along  the  lines  and  shook  each  and 
every  soldier  by  the  hand,  saying  "Good-by"  and 
*^  God  bless  yon"  to  each ;  and  dnring  all  this,  many 
a  manly  eye  was  filled  with  tears.  The  general  then 
turned  over  the  command  to  Col.  Patrick  KeQy,  of 
the  Eighty-eighth,  who  promptly  dismissed  his  litde 
colunm. 

Previous  to  taking  his  departure,  the  following  ad- 
dresses were  presented  to  him  by  the  different  iqpr 
ments: 


Farewell  Addbbsb  of  thb  Officebs  of  Tsm  StxTT-mKiSi 

SiXTT-THIBD,    AKD    ElGHTY-BIGHTH    BSGIMEnTB,    NeW  YOIK 

State  VoLuirrEERs,  Ibish  Brigade. 

Camp  of  thx  Irish  Bbioadb,  Fibst  Dnmxoir, 
Second  Aianr  Cobps,  Abmy  of  thx  Potomao* 
Falmouth,  Va.,  May  SO,  18^ 

To  Brigadier-General  Thomas  F,  Meagher, 

late  Commanding  Irish  Brigade : 

The  andersigned  officeis  of  the  original  i^g^ents  of  the  Mdi 
Brigade,  in  the  field,  having  learned  with  deep  regret  that  yon  hare 
been  compelled  bj  reasons  of  paramonnt  importance  to  tender  your 
resignation  as  General  of  the  Brigade,  and  that  the  Ooyemmflnt 
having  accepted  jonr  resignation,  70a  are  about  to  separate  yooneif 
from  US,  desire  in  this  manner,  as  the  most  emphatic  and  conrteonB, 
to  express  to  jou  the  sorrow  we  personally  feel  at  your  deimrtiiie^ 
and  the  sincere  and  heartfelt  affection  we  entertain,  and  shall  ever 
entertain  for  yon  trnder  all  circumstances,  and  changes  of  time  and 
place. 

We  regard  you,  general,  as  the  originator  of  the  Irish  Brigade  in  the 
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•emce  of  the  United  States ;  we  know  that  to  your  influence  and  energy 
the  Buocees  which  it  earned  daring  its  organization  is  mainly  due ;  we 
have  seen  you  since  it  first  took  the  field — some  eighteen  months 
since — sharing  its  perils  and  hardships  on  the  battle-field  and  in  the 
bivouac ;  always  at  your  post,  always  inspiring  your  command  with 
that  courage  and  devotedness  which  has  made  the  Brigade  histori- 
oal,  and  by  word  and  example  cheering  us  on  when  fatigue  and 
dangers  beset  our  path ;  and  we  would  be  ungrateful,  indeed,  did 
we  forget  whatever  glory  we  have  obtained  in  many  a  hard-fought 
field,  and  whatever  honor  we  have  been  privileged  to  shed  on  the 
saored  land  of  our  nativity;  that  to  you,  general,  is  due,  to  a  great 
extent,  our  success  and  our  triumphs. 

In  resigning  the  command  of  the  remnant  of  the  Brigade,  and 
going  back  to  private  life  in  obedience  to  the  truest  dictates  of 
honor  and  conscience,  /est  assured,  general,  thai  you  take  with  you 
tl}ie  confidence  and  affection  of  eveiy  man  in  our  regiments,  as  well 
S«  the  esteem  and  love  of  the  oncers  of  your  late  command. 

With  this  sincere  assurance,  we  are,  general,  your  countrymen 
and  companions  in  arms — 

P.  Kelly,  Colonel,  Eighty-eighth  New  Y(»rk,  Irish  Brigade ;  B.  0. 
Bentley,  Lieutenanl^olonel  commanding  Sixty-third  New  York, 
James  £.  ^cGee,  Captain,  c(»nmanding  Sixty-ninth  New  York; 
William  J.  Nagle,  Captain,  commanding  Eighty-eighth  New  York ; 
Juneb  Saunders,  Captiun,  Sixty-ninth  New  York ;  John  Smith, 
M^or,  Eighty-eighth  New  Ywk ;  P.  J.  Condon,  Captain,  Sixty- 
third  New  York,  Company  0 ;  John  H.  Donovan,  Captain,  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York;  Bichard  Moroney,  Captain,  Sixty-ninth  New 
York ;  John  H.  Gleeson,  Captain,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company 
B;  Maurice  W.  Wall,  Captain  and. Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  ;  D.  P.  Conyngham,  Captain,  Acting  Aide-de-Camp ;  Thomas 
Toohey,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company  I ;  John  J.  Blake,  Captain, 
Company  B,  Eighty-eighth  New  York ;  Robert  H.  Milliken,  Captain, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York ;  Garrett  Nagle,  Captain,  Sixty-ninth  New 
York ;  John  Dwyer,  Captain,  Sixty-third  New  York ;  Michael  Gal- 
lagher, Captain,  Eighty-eighth  New  York;  Laurence  Reynolds^ 
Suxgeon,  ^ty-third  New  York;  F.  Reynolds,  Surgeon,  Eighty- 
eighth  New  York;  Bichard  Powell,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Eighty- 
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eighth  New  York ;  James  J.  Purcell,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Sixtj-tbiid 
New  York  ;  Charles  Smart,  Assistant  Surgeon,  Sixtj-thixd  New 
York ;  Richard  P.  Moore,  Captain  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company 
A ;  John  C.  Foley,  Adjutant,  Eighty-eighth  New  York ;  John  W. 
Byron,  First-Lieutenant,  Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Company  B; 
D.  F.  Sullivan,  First-Lieutenant,  and  Regimental  Qnartermaster, 
Sixty-ninth  New  York;  James  J.  McCormack,  Lieutenant  and 
Quartermaster,  Sixty-third  New  York:  John  O'Neil,  Lieutenant^ 
Eighty-eighth  New  York ;  WiUiam  McClelland,  Seoond-Lieutenant, 
Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Company  G ;  John  Madlgan,  Lieiitenant» 
Eighty-eighth  New  York :  James  J.  Smith,  First-Identenant  and  Ad- 
jutant, Sixty-ninth  New  York;  Edmund  B.  Nagle,  Second-Lieu- 
tenant, Eighty-eighth  New  York,  Company  D ;  Miles  McDonald 
First-Lieutenant  and  Adjutant,  Sixty-third  New  York;  Jcdm  J. 
Hurley,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company  I ;  Ed- 
ward B.  Carroll,  Second-lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Com- 
pany B  ;  James  Gallagher,  S^oond-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New 
York,  Company  F ;  John  Ryan,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New 
York,  Company  G ;  Matthew  Hart,  Second-lieutenant,  Sxty-thizd 
New  York,  Company  E ;  Bernard  S.  O^eil,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty- 
ninth  New  York;  John  Dillon  Mulhall,  First-lieutenant,  Slxiy- 
ninth  New  York;  Matthew  Murphy,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth 
New  York;  Luke  Brennan,  Second-Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New 
York ;  Robert  Lafl^,  Second-Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New  York ; 
W.  L.  D.  O'Grady,  Second-Lieutenant,  Eighty-eighth  New  York, 
Company  H;  P.  J.  O'Connor,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New 
York,  Company  D ;  Edward  Lee,  First-Lieutenant^  Sixty-third  New 
York,  Company  A;  Patrick  Maher,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third 
New  York,  Company  G  ;  David  Burke,  Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  ;  Martin  Scully,  First-Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New  YtxdL ; 
Richard  A.  Kelly,  First  Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New  York ;  Joseph 
M.  Bums,  Lieutenant,  Sixty-ninth  New  York;  James  K  Byzne^ 
lieutenant.  Eighty-eighth  New  York ;  Dominick  Connolly,  Second- 
Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company  H;  John  J.  SelloiB, 
Second-Lieutenant,  Sixty-third  New  York ;  William  Quirk,  Captain, 
Sixty-third  New  York,  Company  E ;  Patrick  Chambers,  Blrst-Llea- 
tenant,  Sixty-third  New  York,  Company  H;  Patrick  Callaghan, 
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Unt-Lleutenant,  Ck>mpan7  G,  Sixty-ninth  New  York ;  Patrick 
Ryder,  Captain,  Eighty-eighth  New  York;  Patrick  M.  Haverty, 
First-Lieutenant,  and  Regimental  Quartermaster,  Eighty-eigkth 
New  York. 


NON-OOHKISSIONED  OFFICERS  OF  THB  ElGHTT-EZGHTH  RbGIKENT 

TO  General  BIbagher. 

Camp  of  the  EzaBTT-EiaHTH  Nbw  Yoxuc  Stats  VoluntixbIi 

May  21, 1868. 

To  Brigadier  General  Thomas  F,  MeagJier  : 

Beloyed  General — Seldom,  if  ever,  has  a  more  mournful  duty 
devolved  on  a  soldier  than  now  devolves  on  a  few  of  that  devoted 
hand  of  Irishmen  that  rallied  at  your  call  around  the  green  flag  of 
our  native  land,  and  who  are  here  now  to  evince  their  sincere  and 
heartfelt  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  an  indomitahle  leader,  a  brave  com- 
panion, and  a  stem  patriot,  as  well  as  to  extend  their  congratula- 
tions at  your  returning  in  all  your  manly  pride  and  spotless  in- 
tegrity to  the  domestic  scenes  of  your  ovm  fireside. 

Appreciating  as  we  do  the  motives  that  actuated  your  resigna- 
tion, nevertheless,  we  feel  that  whatever  advantages  may  accrue  to 
us,  if  any,  are  purchased  at  too  great  a  cost,  and  tells  deeply  the 
feelings  and  relations  that  existed  between  the  general  and  his 
men. 

The  first  to  lead  us  to  victory,  we  fondly  hoped  It  would  be  your 
proudest  honor,  as  it  was  your  highest  ambition,  to  lead  us  back 
again  to  our  homes ;  but,  through  the  inscrutable  wisdom  of  an  all- 
wise  War  Department,  it  will  be  reserved  for  you  instead  to  wel- 
come back  what  has  been,  or  will  be,  left  of  what  was  once  known* 
and  proudly  so,  as  Meagher's  Irish  Brigade. 

Present  to  our  lady  patron,  Mrs.  Meagher,  our  happiest  congratu- 
lations at  your  safe  return ;  and  assure  her,  through  us,  that  what 
is  left  of  the  Eighty-eighth  will  still  endeavor  to  hold,  by  a  high 
soldierly  bearing,  that  claim  on  her  affections  as  of  old,  when  you 
yomself  led  us  to  battle. 
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In  eondusioii,  general,  we  tender  to  yon  tke  fidlowing  resolutktt^ 
and,  believe  us,  thej  are  not  the  eelfish  oflferings  of  interested  fol- 
lowers, nor  the  cool,  well-digested,  and  carefolly  worded  produc- 
tions of  sage  and  matured  veterans ;  but  they  are,  general,  the 
spontaneous  offerings  of  young  heads,  young  hearts,  and  young 
blood,  that  will  always  rally  at  your  call  around  that  flag  for  which 
you  have  sacrificed  so  much,  and  braved  so  many  dangers ;  and 
trefirtang,  general,  that  the  recollections  of  this  meeting  will  in  after 
years  compensate  for  many  days  <3i  wearied  toil  and  profitless  hard- 
ships, it  is,  therefore, 

BjSfiOLYED — That  we,  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volunteers,  duly  authorized  and 
appointed  in  behalf  of  the  regiment,  express  In  words  too  ibeUe  to 
convey  their  sorrow,  their  regret,  at  the  retirem^it  of  their  Qeneral, 
Thomas  Francis  Meagher. 

Bbsolved — ^That  in  tendering  his  resignatioii  he  was  prompted 
by  the  highest  chivalric  principles  and  nnselflsh  ainas,  and,  coaao- 
quently,  meets  the  approbatioa  of  his  men. 

Rbsolyed — That  the  foregoing  resolutions  and  address  be  pio- 
sented  by  a  committee  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  the 
Eighty-eighth  Regiment  New  York  State  Volonteers.  - 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  regiment-^ 

Patrick  McCabe,  Sergeant-Major ;  Thomas  Smith,  Qoartermasteii- 
Sergeant ;  Richard  A.  Dowdall,  HospitalrSteward ;  John  MoDomMll, 
Commissary-Sergeant.  First  Sergeants— William  J.  O'Conner,  Oom- 
pany  A  ;  Richard  Ilnnen,  Company  B ;  Benedict  J.  O'DriscoU,  Conh 
pany  C ;  R.  McDonald,  Company  D ;  George  Ford,  Cosnpeay  E ; 
James  Carr,  Company  F ;  Lawrence  Buckley,  Ci^npany  G ;  Join 
Meighan,  Company  H  ;  Michael  McGrane,  Company  I ;  Henij 
Southwell,  Ccxnpany  E.  Sergeants-^ohn  X>esmond,  Company  C ; 
Richard  S.  Harrison,  Company  C ;  James  Fox,  C(»npany  C ;  Palvkk 
O'Neill,  Company  B  ;  George  Geoghegan,  Company  B ;  Hnifh 
Curry,  Company  K;  Timothy  J.  Murray,  Company  I;  Dennis 
Leonard,  Company  I ;  Thomas  McDonald,  Company  I ;  John 
McGowan,  Company  D;  John  B.  Sparks,  Company  A;  Joseph 
ISyland,  Company  JS ;  Edward  Wilson,  Compfo^  £ ;  John  Moftont, 
Company  E :  Thomas  Hart,  Company  E. 
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SsioiTrnoim  of  *tKt  Oimebtdtg  ot  tHB  Qsi  HmmRSD  akd 

SlXtEBNTH     BEOIMHHT,    PmOTStLTAKIA    YOLimTBERfe,    IbISH 

Brioads. 

HsAOQiTAltTBltS  ll^TB  PsHNfTLlTANIA  VoLUIITXXRt, 

Irish  BiuOAinB,  Hamoook's  Diynioif, 

Sboond  ABUT  Corps,  May  18,  186S» 

At  a  meeting  of  the  tontuniasio&ed  offioera  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  YolonteetB,  Majot  St.  Clair  A.  Mnlho^ 
land  waa  ealled  to  the  €hair,  and  Fint-Lientenant  Lonis  J.  Saoriat^ 
waa  appointed  aecretary.  The  following  preamhle  and  reeolatioiui 
were  proposed  and  nnanimooaly  adopted : 

WmsBBAfi,  By  the  acceptance  of  the  resignation  of  oar  heloved 
general,  Thomaa  Franda  Meagher,  we  baye  heen  depriyed  of  oM 
•mho  waa  alwaya  aolicitoua  for  onr  oomfort  and  welfare  j  therefore^ 
belt 

BsaOLYitD— Thai  by  the  reaignation  of  Brigadier-Oeneral  Meagher 
thia  Brigade,  and  especially  this  regiment^  experienoea  an  irrepara- 
Ible  loBa--one  which  ia  felt  alike  by  offioera  and  men ;  we  have  beeA 
deprived  of  a  leader  whom  we  all  would  have  followed  to  death,  if 
necessary ;  a  leader  whose  name  was  sufficient  to  strike  terror  into 
4he  hearts  of  his  foes,  and  excite  admiratiem  in  the  hearts  of  hia  oo- 
patriots  in  arms. 

BasoLYBD — That  in  the  discbarge  of  his  official  duties  he  ex«> 
bibiled  alike  those  <j[iialitiea  which  <»ily  a  true  soldier  can  poaaesa^ 
when  on  duty  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  when  off  duty  an  -affiiblQ^ 
agreeable,  and  kind  companion. 

RfiaoLYBi)— Hiat  as  a  soldier  he  waa  foretnoM  In  the  battle,  ofi^ 
ing  his  life  aa  a  sacrifice  for  the  eaufie  ctf  Uberty  and  the  Cob- 
atitution  of  his  adopted  country — ^which  country  has  lost  by  his 
resignation  one  of  its  most  patriotic  generals,  one  of  its  most  datv 
ing  aoldiefa,  and  the  army  one  of  its  brightest  omamenta. 

BsaoLYED — That  in  hia  retirement  to  dvil  life  he  carries  with 
him  our  most  sincere  wishes  for  his  future  wel&re,  and  we  earnestly 
hope  that  his  future  life  may  be  as  successful  as  his  past  career  has 
been  brilliant  and  honorable. 

St.  Clair  A.  MulhoUand,  Major,  commanding  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  ;  John  Teed,  Captain,  command- 
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ing  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteentli  PenniylTanift  Yolunr 
teen;  S.  G.  Willaner,  Captain,  commanding  Company  A,  One 
Hundred  and  Sixteentli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  Garrett  Nowlan, 
Captain,  commanding  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth 
Pennsylvania   Volunteers;    Louis   J.    Sacriste,    First-Lieutenant, 
commanding  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Penni^l- 
Tania   Volunteers ;    Richaid    H.   Wade,  *  Lieutenant   and   Quar- 
termaster, One  Hundred  and  Sixteentli  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ; 
H.  D.  Price,  First-Lieutenant  and  Acting  Adjutant,  One  Hundred 
and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  Francis  Crawford,  First* 
Lieutenant,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ; 
George  Boeder,  first-Lieutenant,  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  William  B,  Hartman,  Asiristant 
Surgeon,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers; 
William  H.  Tyrrell,  Second-Lieutenant,  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers ;  G^eorge  Halpin,  Second- 
Lieutenant,  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers;  Thonoias  McEnight,  Second-Lieutenant,  Company  B^ 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pemusylvania  Volunteers. 

When  General  Ifeaglier  resigned  Ms  command  of 
the  Brigade  it  was  reduced  to  about  five  hundred  men. 
Its  original  strength  was — Sixty-ninth,  about  seven 
hundred  and  thirty;  Eighty-eighth,  eight  hundred; 
Sixty-third,  close  on  one  thousand ;  Captain  Hogan's 
battery,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  men;  Captain 
McMahon's,  one  hundred  and  fifty-four.  The  Twenty- 
eighth  and  Twenty-ninth  Massachusetts  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  were  nearly  full 
regiments  when  they  joined  the  Brigade. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 

CtoLeral  Meagher  leaveB.— The  Brigade  at  Gettysburg.— Father  Coiby  givoi 
it  his  benediction  before  the  battle. — The  Brigade  at  Mine  Run  and  fiap- 
idan. — Retires  to  winter-quarters  previous  to  its  departure  for  New 
York. 

KoTHma  of  importance  transpired  in  military  circles 
for  some  time  after  this.  The  Brigade  remained  in 
camp — now  a  brigade  only  in  name.  After  the  resig- 
nation of  General  Meagher  its  history  as  a  brigade 
ceases  until  the  opening  of  Grant's  campaign,  when 
its  partly  recruited  ranks  again  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  fierce  and  bloody  battles  before  Eich- 
mond. 

However,  the  Brigade  continued  to  follow  the  for- 
tunes of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  to  participate 
in  the  different  engagements.  At  Gettysburg  it  took 
an  active  part  in  the  fierce  assault  made  by  the  Second 
Corps. 

The  handful  of  men,  before  going  into  that  fierce 
battle,  knelt  down;  the  excellent  chaplain.  Father 
Corby,  piously  raised  his  hands,  and  gave  them  his 
benediction.  They  then  jumped  to  their  feet,  closed 
up  their  lines,  and  charged. 
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I  will  give  a  short  resmne  of  this  great  battle  of  the 
war. 

General  Hooker  was  removed  while  the  army  wafr 
on  its  march  to  Gettysburg. 

He  was  replaced  by  General  Meade,  an  officer  of 
Irish  descent 

On  Wednesday,  1st  of  Jnly,  1863,  the  advance  corps 
of  onr  army  (the  First  and  Eleventh),  after  a  harassing 
march,  came  up  with  the  enemy ;  but,  being  vastly 
outnumbered,  were  repulsed,  with  a  large  loss,  includ- 
ing Major-General  Eeynolds  and  a  number  of  his  most 
gallant  officers.  The  broken  corps,  however,  fell  back 
on  the  approaching  columns  under  the  personal  lead  of 
General  Meade.  A  new  position  was  rapidly  chosen, 
and  the  troops  massed  and  in  perfect  order  of  battle  by 
the  afternoon  of  Thursday,  at  this' side  of  Gettysburg, 
near  the  cemetery.  Our  centre  occupied  the  heights ; 
the  Second  and  Third  Corps,  under  General  Sickles, 
formed  the  left  wing;  while  the  First  and  Eleventh 
Corps  were  on  the  right.  The  other  troops  which  had 
not  yet  arrived  were  appointed  to  fall  in,  as  they 
appeared,  as  reserves. 

About  half  past  four  p.  m.,  our  line,  which  had  com- 
menced an  advance,  was  met  by  a  terrific  cannonade, 
opened  on  its  centre  and  left,  from  the  rebel  batteries, 
masked  with  woods  and  grain  fields.  Our  rifled-gons 
replied  with  effect,  and  for  two  hours  the  air  seemed 
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Htdrallj  filled  with  sordamliig  meesengers  of  death* 
Then,  with  a  defiant  yell,  the  rebels  rushed  forward 
to  attack  the  extreme  left  of  onr  Ime;  but  Sickles' 
forces  gallantly  withstood  the  shock,  and  a  large  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  artillery  being  inimiediately  placed  in 
position  made  terrible  hayoc  in  the  opposing  ranks. 
Our  centre  and  left  centre  then  adyanced  with  loud 
cheers  and  pushed  the  enemy  from  point  to  point 
tiirou^  the  valley  and  up  the  heights  beyond,  where 
many  of  them  were  bayoneted  and  taken  prisoners, 
while  secreting  themselyes  behind  trees  and  ledges.  A 
space  of  several  hundred  yards  existing  between  the 
left  of  the  Second  Corps,  Third  Division,  and  tbe  right 
of  the  next  corps  on  the  left,  the  rebels  threw  forward 
heavy  columns  of  infantry,  overpowering  the  skirmish- 
ers and  filling  the  gap,  delivering  at  the  time  a  deadly 
flank  fire  on  our  forces.  Here  General  Zook,  of  New 
York,  and  other  gallant  officers  fell. 

Our  forces  now  fell  back  a  short  distance,  when  they 
were  relieved  with  fresh  troops.  Meanwhile  the  rebels 
were  slowly  gaining  ground  on  our  left,  and  it  seemed 
as  if  our  decimated  and  dispirited  ranks  would  be 
forced  back.  When  suddenly  the  Fifth  Corps  came 
pouring  forward  on  the  Baltimore  Turnpike,  and 
threw  themselves  into  the  breach  with  a  power  and 
energy  that  nothing  conld  withstand. 

Our  artillery  Worked  with  an  energy  almost  super- 

18* 
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human,  and  four  times  the  rebels  charged  upon  tht^  ^ 
part  of  oar  artillery  across  the  plains,  but  were  eac' 
time  repulsed  with  great  slaughter,  and  Lee's 
flank  movement  was  met  and  checkmated. 

General  Meade  superintended  the  moTements  durin^i 
the  entire  day,  and  night  closed  with  the  advantage  orK< 
the  side  of  our  arms,  and  our  forces  occupied  G^tyser^ 
burg. 

On  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  3d  inst,  at  daylightrl^f 
the  batteries  on  the  right  of  the  rebel  line  opened 
our  left,  and  their  infantry  and  sharpshooters  at 
our  right  wing.    They  did  so  with  a  sudden  impetiiK.* 
osity  and  gallantry  that  drove  our  skirmishers  anc/ 
front  line  from  their  intrenchments,  and  it  was  only  by 
the  aid  of  our  splendidly  served  batteries  and  the  pe^ 
sistent  valor  of  the  Twelfth  Corps  that  the  ground  was 
retaken. 

Several  hours  of  continued  silence  followed  this 
repulse.  At  one  o'clock  the  enemy  fired  two  shots, 
apparently  as  signals  for  the  grandest  artillery  fight 
ever  witnessed  on  this  continent.  Sefore  a  minute 
had  elapsed,  it  is  estimated  that  over  eighty  guns 
opened  on  us.  Our  batteries  returned  the  compliment 
with  interest.  The  air  seemed  literally  thick  with 
iron,  and  for  more  than  an  hour  it  seemed  impossible 
that  man  or  beast  could  live  through  it.  Under  cover 
of  this  feu  (jPenfer.  Lee  advanced  his  columns  of 
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infimtry,  and  made  seyeral  desperate  attempts  to  carry 
our  lines  by  assault ;  but  each  successive  attempt  was 
repulsed  with  terrible  havoc  to  their  ranks.  After  an 
hour's  terrific  cannonading  the  fire  grew  less  intense 
for  a  short  time,  but  was  again  renewed  for  a  little 
while,  with  great  spirit,  during  which  another  assault 
was  made  by  their  infimtry.  This,  however,  was 
repulsed  with  slaughter,  and  hundreds  of  the  rebels 
threw  down  their  arms  and  asked  for  quarter.  Nearly 
the  entire  brigade  of  General  Gamett  surrendered,  and 
Gamett,  himself  wounded,  barely  made  his  escape. 

During  this  fierce  assault — the  boldest  and  grandest 
of  the  war — the  Brigade  held  a  copse  of  wood,  which 
was  swept  by  a  part  of  the  enemy's  line.  Here  they 
defiantly  stood,  and  as  the  enemy  closed  upon  them 
they  poured  a  most  destructive  volley  into  them,  con- 
tributing materially  to  their  coniusion. 

After  the  two  repulses,  the  enemy  withdrew  his 
forces  from  the  battle-field,  leaving  General  Armistead 
and  three  thousand  prisoners  in  our  hands.  In  the 
interim,  the  enemy,  as  well  as  ourselves,  had  suffered 
heavily  in*  prominent  officers.  General  Barksdale,  of 
Mississippi,  had  been  killed,  and  his  body  was  within 
our  lines.  In  addition  to  the  three  thousand  prisoners 
mentioned  above.  General  Meade  claims  one  thousand 
six  hundred  more,  captured  previous  to  the  great  fight 
on  Friday.    On  our  side.  Generals  Sickles,  Hancock* 


Gibbon,  Meredith,  Bntterfield,  Barlow,  OnJifttt,  i&i 
Wftrren  were  wounded.  Generalfi  Bejnolds,  DonUe- 
day,  Paul,  and  Zo6k  were  killed.  General  Sickles  waft 
BO  badly  wounded  in  the  leg  that  it  was  subsequeni^ 
amputated. 

Here  the  remnant  of  the  Brigade  nobly  did  its  dn^, 
though  exposed  to  the  fiercest  fire  of  the  enemy  On 
the  2d  of  July,  the  Second  Corps  was  ordered  up  to 
support  the  Third  Corps,  which  was  engaged  in  fte 
fi*ont,  and  in  danger  of  being  crushed  and  overpoweied 
by  overwhelming  force.  The  First  Division — of  wMdi 
the  Brigade  was  a  part — occupied  the  left  of  the  coipfi. 

To  the  left  of  the  Second  Corps  was  a  commanding 
eminence,  and  a  position  of  importance.  -  A  brigade  rf 
the  Third  Corps  occupied  this  with  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery. The  rebels  massed  their  troops  and  attacked  the 
position.  So  fierce  was  their  chaise,  that  they  would 
have  succeeded  had  not  the  First  Division  of  the  Seo* 
ond  Corps  advanced  in  support  of  their  comrades. 

In  this  charge  the  right  was  occupied  by  the  Lrish 
Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel  Patrick  Kelly.  The 
enetoy  occupied  a  strong  position,  sheltered  by  rocks 
tod  a  belt  of  wood.  They  were  charged  by  the  Bri- 
gade, which,  after  a  heavy  fight,  succeeded  in  forcing 
back  the  enemy. 

After  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  General  Meade  fol- 
lowed up  the  retreating  rebels  beyond  the  line  of 
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the  Bappah^nQock*  We  were  ready  to  Bupport 
the  advance;  but  the  enemy  gave  us  no  chance, 
as  they  rapidly  fell  back,  fiercely  pursued  by  our 
cavalry.  We  had  some  firing  between  our  pickets 
wd  the  enemy's;  but  as  soon  as  the  Irish  Brigade 
was  sent  on  picket  this  ceased,  for  they  and  the  ene- 
my's pickets  pever  fired  i^t  eaqh  other.  When  I  asked 
an  old  soldi^  the  cause,  he  replied :  ''  Arrab,  the  mo- 
jQent  we  go  put,  we  stack  our  arms,  and  they  does  the 
same.  What  good  would  it  do  to  kill  a  few  poor 
devils  ?  and  sure  it  looks  like  murder."  This  is  poor 
Paddy's  logic  on  the  matter. 

This  was  followed  by  the  Mine  Bun  campaign,  but 
General  Meade  had  to  fall  back,  and  on  Monday,  12th 
November,  the  army  had  recrossed  the  Bapidan.  Still 
it  was  followed  up,  with  its  flank  threatened,  and  so  it 
pursued  its  rearward  march.  On  Tuesday,  13th  Novem?- 
ber,  the  enemy's  dismounted  cavalry  gave  some  an- 
noyance and  caused  loss;  and  on  the  following  day 
they  made  their  appearance  in  pretty  strong  force, 
with  artillery,  which,  from  advanced  and  chosen  po- 
sitions, raked  and  assailed  the  Second  Oorps,  then  actr 
ing  as  the  rear-guard  of  the  infantry  force.  As  the 
corps  were  at  breakfast  that  morning,  they  first  felt 
the  immediate  proximity  of  the  enemy,  whose  shot 
and  shell  came  ploughing  through  the  advanced 
ranks,- formed  of  the  Fifty-second  N.  Y.  V^  "  a  con- 
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Bcript  regiment,"  the  men  of  which  wavered  and  fdl 
back  on  the  old  commands. 

As  this  occurred,.  Colonel  Frank,  who  commanded 
the  Third  Brigade,  rode  in  their  front  and  rallied 
them,  crying  out,  "  Stand,  boys !  follow  me,"    Beyond 
them  was  the  Second  Brigade— or  Irish  Brigade- 
who  coolly  stood  to  their  guns.      Colonel  Miles,  too^ 
rallied  the  lines.    In  a  moment  the  panic  subside^ 
and  the  men  stood  coolly  in  their  lines,  though  ih^  * 
shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy  were  knocking  them  ov^^ 
pretty  fast.      Here  my  horse  and  some  men  besicE  '^^ 
me  were  killed  by  a  shell.    The  lines  now  fell  b 
behind  the  crest  of  the  hill,  and  Eicketts'  Battel 
having  taken  position,  returned  the  enemy's  killin 
compliments  with  interest.     On  the  evening  of  th 
same  day  was  fought  the  battle  of  Bristow  Station,  i 
which  we  were  victorious. 

We  captured  a  battery  of  six  guns,  two  battle- 
killed  two  rebel  colonels  and  took  one  colonel  and. 
about  750  men   prisoners.      In  the  capture  of  th» 
guns  the  valor  of  our  men  was  displayed  to  a  re- 
markable degree.    After  the  enemy  had  been  driven 
from  a  position  on  which  they  had  planted  a  battery 
— which  was  done  by  our  artillery  and   infantry- 
General  Warren  ordered  a  detail  to  be  made  of  ten 
men  from  each  regiment  of  the  corps  to  bring  off  the 
pieces.    The  work  to  be  done  was  a  hazardous  one ; 
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but  the  boys  shouted,  as  they  started  at  a  double- 
quick.  The  woods  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  were 
full  of  gray  backs,  who,  in  all  probability,  would  at- 
tempt to  prevent  their  pets  from  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  Yankee  soldiers.  Our  infantry  and  artillery 
would  be  powerless  to  help,  as  a  shot  from  either 
would  be  as  likely  to  kill  one  of  our  own  as  one  of 
the  rebel  troops.  But  the  selected  men  went  off  in  the 
direction  of  the  prizes,  reached  them,  seized  them, 
turned  them  towards  their  foe,  fired  a  parting  salute 
from  such  as  the  enemy,  in  his  haste,  had  left  loaded, 
then  dragged  them  away  by  hand. 

This  was  followed  by  another  move  in  December, 
beyond  the  Kapidan,  in  which  the  enemy  were  driven 
back  to  their  intrenched  works,  without  bringing  on 
any  general  engagement,  and  thus  ended  the  cam- 
paign of  1863,  and  the  services  of  the  Irish  Brigade 
under  Brigadier-General  Thomas  F.  Meagher. 


424  ^^'    IfiiSB    SftfffAfiM, 


CHAPTER  XX. 

Introductory. — Gigantic  efforts  to  omsh  the  Bebellion. — ^Beomiting.— 
Be-enlistment  of  veteranB.— The  Irish  Brigade  first  to  re-enlist— TtoD* 
of  re-enlistmeut. — Betom  of  the  Brigade  to  New  Tork. — Popular  14* 
difference. — Grand  Banquet  to  the  veterans  by  their  officers. — Speeohtt 
of  General  Meagher,  &o.,  <&o. 

The  close  of  1863  found  the  Army  of  the  Potomie 
encamped  in  winter-quartei^,  north  of  the  Bapidanj 
resting  and  recruiting,  after  its  recent  moyements, 
which,  as  is  well  known,  were  neither  ^ucce88fal  noi 
creditable  to  the  commanding  generals.  The  exact- 
ing public,  through  their  organs  and  mouthpieceSi 
loudly  expressed  their  dissatisfaction ;  and  the  Wiur 
Department  appeared  to  think  that  a  more  gigantic 
effort  should  be  made,  as  well  to  subdue  the  rebellion 
as  to  satisfy  the  popular  wish  and  expectation.  Kor 
was  the  enemy  less  remiss  in  making  preparations  for 
the  coming  struggle,  which,  from  all  indications, 
promised  to  be  not  only  deadly  and  desperate,  but 
finally  decisive  for  one  or  other  of  the  combatants. 
Accordingly,  recruiting  for  the  Union  Army  was  im- 
mediately recommenced  with  renewed  energy  at  all 
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the  principal  depots,  and  the  veterans  were  offered 
the  most  flattering  indncements  to  re-enlist  for  another 
term.  This  re-enlistment  first  commenced  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  I  believe  I  am  safe  in  say* 
ing  that  the  Irish  Brigade  was  the  first  to  take  the 
initiative.  This  noble  example  was  immediately  and 
steadily  followed,  until  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  army 
had  declared  itself  ready  to  re-enlist  for  the  war. 

The  terms  of  re-enlistment  were  very  liberal,  the 
veterans  receiving  a  large  bounty  and  a  furlough  of 
thirty  days,  wherein  to  revisit  home,  family,  and 
friends.  No  delay  was  made,  the  papers  were  com- 
pleted with  the  utmost  zeal  and  activity,  and  the  re- 
enlisted  veterans  of  the  Irish  Brigade  reached  New 
York  in  safety,  and  in  the  most  exuberant  spirits, 
January  2d,  1864.  Here,  no  elaborate  reception  of 
grateful  enthusiasm  greeted  the  handful  of  heroes — 
gallant  remnants  of  many  a  bloody  engagement.  A 
brief  paragraph  in  the  morning  papers  announced  to 
the  citizens  of  New  York  that  the  Sixty-ninth,  Sixty- 
third,  and  Eighty-eighth  Regiments,  represented  by 
a  few  hundred  veterans,  were  returning  to  their  homes 
for  a  short  period,  to  return  again  to  the  field  with  in- 
creased numbers  and  renewed  ardor.  The  sparse  and 
grimy  columns  were  escorted  by  a  company  or  two  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  militia,  and  the  immediate  relatives  of 
the  members. 
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The  officers  who  returned  with  the  several  coin- 
mands  were :  laeutenant-Oolonel  B.  0.  Sentley,  com- 
manding Sixty-third  Regiment,  together  with  Captions 
Touhey  and  Brady,  Adjutant  McDonald,  Surgeon 
Beynolda,  Lieutenants  Lee  and  Chambers,  and  one 
hundred  re-enlisted  veterans.  A  company  of  fifty  re- 
mained in  the  field,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Boyle. 

The  Sixty-nintli  consisted  of  about  the  same  number 
of  men,  under  command  of  Captain  Bichard  Moroney, 
Adjutant  James  J.  Smith,  Lieutenants  O^Neill,  Mnl- 
hall,  Brennan,  Mansergh,  Quartermaster  Sullivan,  and 
Assistant-Surgeon  J.  J.  Purcell. 

The  Eighty-eighth  was  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  Captains  Ryder,  Burke,  Lieu- 
tenants J.  W.  Byron,  O'Grady,  &c..  Surgeon  Richard 
Powell  and  Chaplain  William  Corby. 

In  order  to  make  up  for  the  lukewarmness  on  the 
part  of  the  authorities,  who  were  openly  and  malig- 
nantly opposed  to  the  national  cause  and  its  supporters, 
the  ofiicers  of  the  Brigade,  those  who  had  served  and 
those  still  in  service,  met  at  the  Whitney  House;  in 
Broadway,  "  for  the  purpose  of  taking  immediate  steps 
to  welcome  back  to  their  homes,  in  a  fitting  maimer, 
the  faithful  and  brave  men  of  the  Brigade,  and  to  ten- 
der them  that  tribute  of  hearty  Mendship  and  bospi- 
tality,  which  their  noble  conduct,  for  over  two  years, 
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in  the  camp  and  in  the  field,  in  the  fullest  measure  en- 
titled them  to  receive  at  the  hands  of  their  oflScers." 
There  was  a  full  attendance  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
Brigade  then  in  New  Tork.  General  Meagher  presid- 
ed, and  it  was  unanimously  resolved,  '^  that  the  object 
for  which  the  meeting  had  been  called  should  be  carried 
out  in  the  most  effective  manner.  As  a  mark  of  the 
respect  and  friendship  entertained  bj  the  officers  for 
the  men,  by  whose  unflinching  valor,  steady  discipHne, 
and  hardy  endurance  the  fame  of  the  Irish  Brigade 
had  been  upheld  during  two  years  of  the  severest  ser* 
Tdce^a  respect  and  friendship  which  they  could  appro- 
priately evince,  now  that  a  respite  from  the  duties  of  the 
camp  had  restored  the  relations  of  equality,  which,  as 
citizens,  they  bore  to  each  other — ^it  was  determined  to 
invite  the  enlisted  veterans  of  the  Brigade,  and  those 
men  who,  through  loss  of  limbs  or  health,  had  been 
honorably  discharged  the  service,  to  a  grand  banquet, 
to  be  given  in  their  honor  by  the  general  and  commis- 
sioned officers." 

This  novel  entertainment,  which  was  at  the  same 
time  a  most  grateful  and  touching  tribute  from  brave 
officers  to  their  humble  but  heroic  comrades,  took  place 
at  the  appointed  time  in  Irving  Hall,  Jsmuary  16th, 
1864.  The  following  officers  formed  the  committee  of 
arrangements :  Brigadier-General  Thomas  F.  Meagher ; 
Surgeon  William   O'Meagher,  Sixty-ninth  ;    Captain 
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James  E.  McGee,  Sixty-nintli ;  Oaptain  W.  J.  Kagle, 
Eighty-eighth ;  Captain  Thomas  W.  Cartwright,  Sixty- 
third;  Captain  Richard  Moroney,  Sixty-ninth;  Dr. 
Philip  O'Hanlon,  Jr.,  Sixty-third;  Captain  M.  W. 
Wall,  Eighty-eighth ;  and  Captain  James  B.  Tumep, 
A.  A.  G.,  Secretaries. 

The  men  assembled  at  the  City  Hall  abont  noon, 
where  they  formed  in  order,  under  command  of  Oap- 
tain Moroney,  and  were  reviewed  by  the  mayor. 
Thence,  headed  by  Dodworth's  band,  and  accompanied 
by  a  number  of  the  officers,  they  proceeded  up  Broad- 
way to  the  banquet-hall,  were  they  arrived  a  little  af- 
ter one  o'clock,  and  were  marched  into  the  dining-hall, 
where  a  number  of  those  disabled  by  the  loss  of  limbs 
were  already  assembled.  Five  tables  extended  down 
the  length  of  the  hall,  and  at  these  the  privates,  to  the 
number  of  about  two  hundred,  were  seated,  the  non- 
commissioned officers  occupying  a  head  table  stretch- 
ing across  the  room  in  front  of  the  stage,  on  which  was 
placed  the  band.  The  hall  was  tastefully  decorated 
mth  flags — the  war-worn  banners  of  the  Brigade  and 
the  newer  ones  presented  by  the  merchants  of  NewToik 
appearing  conspicuous  among  the  gay  ensigns  which 
made  the  room  brilliant.  From  the  galleries,  all 
round,  hung  American  shields,  with  the  names  of  the 
different  engagements  in  which  the  Brigade  had  parti- 
cipated inscribed  on  them,  as  follows:  "Torktown," 
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"Fair  Oaks,"  "Gaines'  HiU,"  "Savage's  Station,'* 
"  Peacli  Orchard,"  "  Glendale,"  "  White  Oak  Swamp," 
"Malvern  Hills,"  "Antietam,"  "Fredericksburg," 
"  Ohancellorsville,"  "  Bristow  Station."  On  the  centre 
of  the  ladies'  gallery,  opposite  the  chairman's  position, 
was  a  military  trophy,  sustaining  a  shield,  on  which 
was  the  name  of  "  Gettysburg." 

The  galleries  were  filled  with  ladies,  the  mourning 
weeds  of  many  of  whom  testified  to  the  loss  of  some 
loved  one,  who,  perhaps,  in  the  pride  of  youth  and 
high  spirit,  had  marched  with  the  Brigade  two  short 
years  since.  Mrs.  Meagher  and  the  ladies  of  some  of 
the  ofiicers  occupied  the  stage-boxes. 

Sergeant-Major  O'Driscoll  presided.  When  the 
good  things  provided  had  received  due  attention,  and 
that  portion  of  the  entertainment  arrived  that  is 
usually  designated  "  the  feast  of  reason  and  the  flow 
of  soul,"  General  Meagher  and  the  principal  oflScers  of 
the  Brigade  entered  the  hall,  accompanied  by  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  had  been  invited  to  witness  the 
proceedings.  Among  them  were  Messrs.  Daniel 
Devlin,  John  O'Mahony,  Hon.  C.  P.  Daly,  Captain 
James  B.  Kirker,  Captain  W.  F.  Lyons,  Eev.  T.  Quinn, 
of  Bhode  Island;  John  McAuliffe,  John  Hennessy, 
W.  J.  Hennessy,  W.  J.  Florence,  Barney  Williams, 
D.  Bryant ;  Colonel  Bagley,  Sixty-ninth  If .  Y.  N.  G. ; 
Captain  TuUy,  do. ;   Colonel  Brewster  and  Colonel 
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Farnham,  of  the  Excelsior  Brigade ;  Colonel  HaTnTnill, 
Sixty-sixth  N.  T.  V.,  and  others  whose  names  we  can- 
not recalL 

Sergeant-Major  O'Driscoll,  having  called  the  com- 
pany to  order,  General  Meagher  came  forward  and 
addressed  them  as  follows : 

"Sergeant  O'DriscoU,  non-commissioned    oflBcers, 
and  privates,  re-enlisted  veterans  of  the  Irish  Brigade: 
Heartily  concurring  in  the  general  wishes  and  instrne- 
tions  of  my  brother-officers  of  the  Committee  of  A^ 
rangements,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  the 
chairman,  I  bid  you  welcome,  a  thousand  times  wd- 
come  to  this  table.    Prohibited  by  the  rules,  as  well  aB 
by  the  etiquette  of  military  service,  of  testifying  in 
the  field  to  the  services  and  devotion  of  the  men  coBr 
stituting  our  commands,  we  avail  ourselves  of  the  first 
moment  at  our  disposal  to  thank  you,  the  rank  and 
file,  the  bone  and  sinew,  the  stout  hearts  and  the  iron 
arms  of  the  Armies  of  the  Republic.     The  fortune  of 
the  private  soldier  is,*  indeed,  an  humble,  and,  I  might 
almost  say,  a  penal  one.     Having  to  endure  the  sunr 
™ys  on  the  xnarch,  the  blinding  snowB  and  chilling 
winds  of  winter,  to  plunge  into  the  swollen  torrent, 

« 

or  traverse  the  arid  plains,  nothing  can  possibly  sus- 
tain him,  unless  it  be  a  high  and  holy  sense  <^  the  ' 
rectitude  of  the  purpose  in  which  he  has  taken  up 
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arms,  md  with  which  he  strikes.  Ko  glowing  visioa 
of  a  monument  ereoted  by  a  nation,  nor  even  by  his 
comrades  in  arms,  can  allure  him  to  the  dangerous 
path.  The  private  soldier  of  any  army,  but  above  all, 
the  private  soldiers  of  the  army  whose  banners  are 
consecrated  to  the  laws  which  are  the  expressions  to 
us  of  the  safeguard  of  popular  rights,  and  the  cause, 
in  an  eminent  d^ree,  of  civilization  and  liberty — per- 
vading the  soldiers  of  the  armies  everywhere,  but  es- 
pecially in  the  armies  called  together  by  such  a  cause, 
it  may,  indeed,  be  said  of  them,  what  an  eloquent 
European  said  of  those  who  fell  before  the  walls  of 
Buda,  the  consciousness  of  doing  right  impressed  on 
their  dead  features — that  they  were  the  nameless  demi- 
gods of  Liberty.  No  monument  rises  up  in  the  an- 
ticipation of  his  fhture ;  he  cannot  expect  that  when 
he  returns  either  brave  hands  or  fair  hands  can  wreathe 
the  bays  upon  his  bent  or  aching  brow,  or  even  antici- 
pate lliat  he  will  be  remembered  by  those  who  most 
heartily  bade  him  leave  the  threshold  of  his  home,  and 
go  forth  and  do  his  duty  like  a  tnan.  Nevertheless, 
there  is  a  &me  milder,  and,  p^haps,  more  sacred  than 
that  which  descends  in  bounteous  plenitude  upon  the 
head  of  the  conspicuous  officer,  or  upon  those  who 
have  signally  distinguished  themselves  in  battle. 
There  is  not  a  private  here,  I  do  not  believe  that  there 
is  a  private  in  any  of  the  national  armies,  who  has 
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been  nnder  the  fire  of  battle,  and  has  returned  maimed 
or  in  the  freshness  of  his  vigor  to  his  home,  who  will 
not  enjoy  the  fame  with  which  the  loving  wife  ot 
venerable  mother,  or,  prouder  still,  with  which  Mb 
children  will  remember  his  deeds.    Soldiers,  you  may 
not  have  municipal  authorities  to  welcome  you  at  the 
gates,  even  of  this  imperial  and  hospitable  city ;  yon 
may  not  have  regiments  to  go  forth  in  all  the  fineiy 
of  military  paraphernalia  to  welcome  you,  after  your 
onerous,  tiresome,  exacting  duties ;  but  with  a  lote 
midtiplied  infinitely,  multiplied  by  the  dangers  you 
have  encountered,  the  labors  you  have  resolutely  aad 
heroically  performed,  by  the  sacrifices  of  health  aa^ 
limb  that  you  have  incurred  for  the  country  that  h^ 
given  you  shelter,  and  has  maintained  for  you  a  ma^ 
nificent  sanctuary — ^for  all  these  the  wife  of   yoC^ 
choice  will  clasp  yon,  as  I  am  sure  she  has  alrea^l^ 
done  in  hundreds  of  instances,  still  more  dearly  to  h^ 
heart ;  for  all  that,  with  a  still  deeper  sanctity,  th^ 
wavering  hand  of  the  old  woman  who  nourished  yo^ 
at  her  breast  will  impart  her  welcome  on  the  thresh^ 
old,  and,  perhaps,  her  farewell  benediction.     Witt^ 
tears  she  may  impart  it,  but  ah !  they  will  be  tear^ 
glowing  with  enthusiasm,  and  with  an  old  mother'^ 
love.    This,  I  say,  is  the  fame,  the  milder,  more  ob^ 
scure  fame — ^if  that  be  not  a  contradiction  of  terms — 
but,  nevertheless,  by  reason  of  this,  the  more  sacred 
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£ame,  which  will  be  perpetuated  for  a  generation  or 
two,  or  more,  in  the  household,  and  amongst  the  rela- 
tives of  the  private  soldier.  In  addition  to  this,  of 
much  less  consequence  and  of  much  less  value,  but 
that  which,  I  trust,  will  outlive  in  your  happier  recol- 
lections the  war  you  return  temporarily  from  to  your 
homes,  is  the  gratitude  which  I  am  glad  to  express  in 
emphatic  terms — the  gratitude  of  the  officers,  who, 
without  your  fidelity  to  them,  without  your  heroic 
bearing  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  without  your  un- 
faltering persistence,  even  though  the  danger  threat- 
ened to  overwhelm  you,  without  which  their  reputa- 
tion would  have  been  but  as  idle  wind.  Upon  the 
graves  and  empty  firesides  of  the  private  soldier,  are 
raised  the  trophies  of  the  officer,  whether  of  low  or 
superior  rank.  The  officers  of  the  Irish  Brigade  shall 
ever  hold  it  to  be  one  of « the  most  happy,  as  it  is 
Burely  one  of  the  most  proud  recollections  that  can 
possibly  be  linked  with  our  relationship,  that  we  have 
been  the  first  in  a  conspicuous  way  to  acknowledge 
the  indebtedness  of  the  officers  to  the  private  soldiers 
of  the  Brigade.  And  I,  who  once  commanded  you, 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  as  I  did  not  hesitate  to  say  in 
the  presence  of  some  of  the  highest  authorities  of  the 
Bepublic,  that  indeed  promotion  might  be  given  to 
me— a  high  rank  in  the  army  might  be  accorded ;  but 
history  has  no  power  to  bestow  upon  me  any  higher 

19 
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distinction  than  that  I  have  been  the  general  in  com- 
mand  of  the  Irish  Brigade." 

Sergeant-Major  O'DriscoU,  in  the  n^me  of  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  returned 
thanks  to  General  Meagher  and  the  officers  of  the 
Brigade,  and  ended  by  proposing  the  health  of  Gen- 
eral Meagher,  which  was  toasted  with  cheers. 

General    Meagher   briefly  thanked  the    company 
for  their  good  feelings  towards  himself.     He  then  said 
he  would  ask  them  a  question  with  regard  to  a  ehaige 
that  had  been  privately  circulated  regarding  him— 
namely,  that  he  had  recklessly  exposed  <he  lives  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  his  command*      (Cries  of  "No, 
no.")    He  called  on  all  present — officers  as  well  as 
privates — to  say  whether  he  had  ever  brought  them 
into  danger,  except  when  'he  had  been  ordered  there  I 
(Kenewed  cries  of  "No.")    When  he  had  brought 
them  where  danger  was  to  be  encountered,  was  he  not 
the  first  in  himself  at  the  head  of  the  column  ?    ("  Yes, 
yes.")    He  thanked  them  for  this  coQtradiction  to  the 
malicious  falsehoods  which  had  been  asserted  against 
him,  and  he  hoped  that  this  answer  of  the  Irish 
Brigade  would  be  sent  not  only  over  this  land,  but 
over  Europe,  where  the  enemies  of  the  country  had 
sympathizers  and  abettors. 

Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  was 


then  introduced,  and  was  received  with  the  most  en- 
thnsiastic  demonstrations  of  welcome  from  the  men. 
He  made  a  few  remarks,  and  proposed — 

"  Our  Dead  Comrades — officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Irish  Brigade — their  memory  shall  remain  for  life  as 
green  in  our  souls  as  the  emerald  flag,  under  which, 
doing  battle  for  the  United  States,  they  fought  and 
fell."    Music — Dirge. 

Colonel  !N'ugeiit  then  came  forward  and  was 
warmly  received.  He  expressed  the  pleasure  it  gave 
him  to  meet  the  men  of  the  Sixty-third,  the  Eighty- 
eighth,  and  his  old  command,  the  Sixty-ninth,  and  con- 
cluded by  proposing  as  his  toast : 

"No  negotiation,  no  compromise,  no  truce,  no 
peace,  but  war  to  the  last  dollar  and  the  last  man, 
nntil  every  rebel  flag  be  struck  between  the  St.  Law- 
rence and  the  Gulf,  and  swept  everywhere,  the  world 
over,  from  land  and  sea." 

Captain  Magee  proposed  the  health  of  Hon.  Daniel 
Devlin,  which  was  cordially  drank. 

Colonel  Bentley,  of  the  Sixty-third,  then  came  for- 
ward and  was  received  with  cheers.  He  said,  as  the 
only  officer  of  the  Brigade  not  of  Irish  birth,  he  was 
proud  of  their  achievements  in  this  war.  When  history 
shall  be  written,  the  name  of  the  Irish  soldier  shall 
take  a  high  rank  in  the  history  of  this  war  and  country. 
In  dosing,  he  proposed  the  following  toast : 
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"  The  Emmets  of  the  Irish  Brigade;  they  have  been 
as  true  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  as  in  another 
family  and  another  generation  they  were  true  to  the 
liberties  of  Ireland." 

"Captain  Gregg,  assistant  inspector-general  of  the 
Brigade,  then  proposed — 

"  The  Irish  soldiers  in  the  national  armies,  North, 
South,  East,  and  West ;  among  them  those  of  the  &- 
celsior  Brigade,  Third  Coi-ps,  Army  of  the  Potomac" 

Baniey  Williams  was  then  introduced,  and  sang 
"  The  Bowld  Soldier  Boy,"  which  was  applauded  to 
the  echo. 

Colonel  Brewster,  of  the    Excelsior  Brigade,  Vf^ 
then  introduced,  and  was  rapturously  cheered.    He 
said  the  two  Brigades  were  twins  in  origin  and  se^ 
vices,  for  in  the  names  he  saw  around  him  on  tbe 
walls,  he  recognized  those  of  the  battles  in  which  tke 
Excelsior  Brigade  had  served  side  by  side  with  the 
Irish  Brigade.     Of  that  Brigade,  one-half,  at  least, 
were  Irish ;  his  own  regiment,  he  knew,  were  more 
than  half  Irish ;  and  better  soldiers,  or  men  who  went 
into  a  fight  with  heartier  enthusiasm,  he  never  knew. 
In  conclusion,  he  proposed — 

"  The  Irish  Brigade ;  what  there  is  left  of  it." 

Colonel  John  O'Mahony  was  then  introduced,  and 
concluded  a  very  appropriate  speech  by  giving  ^'  The 
Memory  of  General  Miahael  Corcoran,  one  of  tlie 
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noblest  and  best  of  men,  whether  considered  as 
an  Irishman  or  as  an  American.  May  you  bear  a 
part  in  fulfilling,  under  the  leadership  of  the  dauntless 
Meagher,  the  two  dearest  hopes  of  his  heart — the  res- 
toration of  the  American  Union  and  the  liberation 
of  Ireland  I 

The  memory  of  General  Corcoran  was  honored  in 
solemn  silence,  all  present  rising  and  remaining  stand- 
ing while  the  band  played  a  mournful  dirge. 

The  health  of  Father  Corby,  chaplain  of  the  Eighty- 
dghth  Eegiment,  was  then  toasted. 

The  reverend  gentleman  briefly  returned  thanks. 

General  Meagher  then  proposed  "  The  American 
Press,"  and  called  on  Captain  Lyons,  of  the  Herald^ 
who  briefly  responded.  The  healths  of  the  merchants 
of  New  York,  who  presented  the  new  flags  of  the 
Brigade ;  of  Colonel  Hammill,  of  the  Sixty-sixth ;  of 
•'Private  Myles  O'Eeilly,''  and  others,  were  drank. 
Captain  Gosson  was  loudly  called  for  by  the  soldiers, 
and  made  a  humorous  and  characterifitio  speeeb, 
which  was  loudly  cheered. 

The  company  soon  after  dispersed. 

Letters  of  apology  were  received  from  General 
Sickles  and  James  T.  Brady,  who  had  been  invited  to 
be  present.  A  letter  was  also  received  from  John 
Savage,  who  was  prevented  from  being  present  by  ab- 
seoee  from  the  city. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Reorganization  of  the  Brigade. — ^Betom  to  Viiginia.— Wtnter-qniitAn 
and  winter  sports. — ^Beomits. — Eilpatrick's  ndd. — ^Lientenant-GoloDel 
James  Kelly  in  command. — Colonel  Tom  Smyth  succeeds  him.— f  leseor 
tation  of  a  green  flag  to  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts. 

Steady  progress  was  made  in  reorganizmg  the  Bri- 
gade during  the  months  of  Jannary  and  Febroaif) 
nnder  the  able  management  of  Colonel  Nugent, 
Captain  McGee,  Adjutant  Smith,  and  their  assistants. 

The  Sixty-ninth  Eegiment  was  rapidly  filled  up  to 
the  minimum  by  the  addition  of  several  new  compar 
nies,  and  the  Brigade,  on  the  expiration  of  the  veteran 
furlough,  returned  to  camp  in  the  field  early  in  Febru- 
ary, while  many  officers  remained  behind  to  forward 
the  recruiting  of  still  further  levies.  Several  old  and 
new  officers  received  commissions  in  the  various  regi- 
ments, among  whom  were  Captains  Wall,  Blake,  B.  A. 
KeUy,  John  C.  Foley,  B.  S.  O^Neifl,  E.  H.  Milliken, 
John  Smith,  J.  H.  Gleeson,  etc. 

On  the  return  of  the  first  instalments  of  the  new 
Brigade  to  Yirginia,  nothing  particular  was  to  be  done 
in  the  army,  except  the  construction  of  winterquarters 
and  picket  duly.    There  was  plenty  of  time  for  amuse- 
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ment,  to  whicli  every  one  devoted  himself  with  an 
ardor  characteristic  of  military  life.  Ball  parties  and 
horse-racing  filled  up  the  time  pleasantly,  and  served 
to  attract  numbers  of  visitors,  even  from  considerable 
distances.  Thus,  at  a  grand  ball  given  at  the  Second 
Corps  headquarters,  about  this  period,  numbers  of  dis- 
tinguished citizens  were  present  from  Washington, 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  etc.  Nor  was  the  Brigade 
remiss  or  backward  in  taking  a  prominent  place  in 
this  pursuit  of  pleasure. '  Indeed,  both  the  Brigade 
and  the  Legion  were  notorious  throughout  the  army 
for  the  pleasurable  state  of  excitement  which  was  con- 
stantly kept  up  in  and  around  their  precincts,  and 
when  frolic  and  whiskey  were  not  to  be  found  in  eidier, 
every  thing  looked  blue -generally,  and  "  all  was  quiet 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac."  Who,  for  instance,  can 
forget  the  celebrations  of  "  Patrick's  Day,"  in  the 
Brigade,  when  deputations  of  horse,  foot,  and  artillery 
from  all  parts  of  the  army  thronged  to  witness  or  join 
the  various  sports  of  the  day  ?  And  it  was  no  unusual 
circumstance  to  see  as  many  thus  placed  hors  du  combat 
as  in  a  decent  skirmish  with  the  enemy.  The  "  Day" 
was  always  inaugurated  with  all  due  decorum — ^first 
by  a  grand  Mass  and  panegyric  in  honor  of  the  illus- 
trious apostle ;  but  when  this  solemn  duty  was  accom- 
plished to  the  satisfaction  of  our  worthy  and  venerated 
chaplains  (who  sometimes  witnessed  the  more  exciting 
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part  of  the  festivitiefi),  a  loose  rein  was  giveti  to 
pleasure,  and  the  foB  was  both  fafit  and  fbriotis.  This 
part  of  the  celebration,  however,  was  not  devoid  of  an 
intellectual  element.  Excellent  speeches,  toasts,  and 
poetical  effusions  distinguished  the  occasions  in  the 
most  marked  and  agreeable  manner.  Certainlj  one  of 
the  best  speeches  I  ever  heard  was  delivered  at  the 
banquet  of  1864  by  General  Caldwell,  then  command- 
ing the  division — a  brilliant  and  masterly  exposition  of 
Celtic  wit,  eloquence,  intellect,  and  patriotism.  And 
Doctor  Keynolds,  as  the  poet  laureate  of  the  Brigade, 
furnished  several  meritorious  poetic  efRisions  for  this 
and  other  occasions. 

Meantime  new  companies  were  added  to  the  Brigade : 
the  regiments  were  nearly  filled  up  to  the  minimum 
number,  so  as  to  enable  the  several  commands  to  have 
higher  oflScers.  Nor  was  this  activity  confined  to  the 
New  York  regiments.  Both  the  Twenty-eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts and  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Penn- 
sylvania Yolunteers  received  large  additions  to  their 
thinned  ranks ;  and  thus  the  new  promised  to  rival- 
in  numbers  at  least — ^the  palmiest  dayd  of  the  old 
Brigade. 

About  the  close  of  the  month  of  February,  the 
cavalry  under  Kilpatrick  and  Colonel  Dahlgren,  made 
a  dashing  raid  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  army,  completely  cat- 
ting off  his  communications  for  several  ditys,  penetf  afr- 
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Hiense  amount  of  damage  to  the  enemy.  This  exploit 
for  a  time  excited  high  hopes  of  a  speedy  termination 
of  the  rebellion ;  or  at  least,  a  successful  beginning  of  an 
active  campaign  for  the  same  results.  But  its  immedi- 
ate consequences  did  not  justify  the  expectation,  and 
quiet  again  reigned  in  both  armies. 

About  this  period  Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Kelly, 
Sixty-ninth  E^ment,  rejoined  the  Brigade,  having 
been  relieved  from  duty  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  where 
he  was  in  command  of  the  post,  which  was  then  a  re- 
cruiting depot.  He  commanded  the  Brigade  for  a 
short  time,  but  in  that  short  time  the  effects  of  his 
energy  and  discipKne  were  everywhere  apparent. 
When  he  was  ordered  to  report  to  his  regiment,  the 
Sixteenth  Infantry,  in  which  he  was  captain,  the  prin- 
cipal ofScers  of  the  Brigade  then  in  the  field  held  a 
meeting  and  expressed  their  heartfelt  sorrow  for  his 
loss  in  a  series  of  complimentary  resolutions. 

After  Colonel  Kelly's  departure  Colonel  Thomas  A, 
Smyth,  of  the  First  Delaware,  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  Brigade,  to  the  delight  of  every  oflBicer 
and  man  in  it.  A  vast  improvement  was  soon  appa- 
rent in  every  department,  for  Smyth  was  not  only  a 
brave  officer — ^in  fact,  heroically  brave — ^but  in  every 
respect  a  thorough  disciplinarian,  as  far  as  all  the  d'e- 
tldls  and  dutiei  of  a  seldiw  are  concerned.     His 
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modest,  affable,  and  unassuming  manners,  combinea 
and  blended  with  his  fine  soldierly  qualities  and  com- 
manding appearance,  soon  rendered  him  so  popular 
with  the  Brigade,  so  identified  him  with  its  fame  and 
future  aspirations,  that  no  man  could  be  found  fitter 
to  represent  it,  fitter  to  lead  it  to  victory  and  glory. 

Daring  the  remainder  of  March  and  the  month  of 
April  there  was  no  movement  of  any  consequence,  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac.    But  there  was  an  active 
campaign  of  amusement,  and  both  men  and  officers 
devoted  themselves  with  ardor  to  such  sports  as  the 
service  at  all  tolerated,  enjoying  the  fieeting  hours  np 
to  the  very  latest  moment  of  departure  jfrom  camp, 
with  unabated  devotion  to  pleasure.    Many  a  great 
and  exuberant  spirit  thns  employed  the  brief  period  of 
quiet,  whose  life  and  light  were  forever  soon  extin- 
guished in  the  bloody  drama  that  succeeded  this  prel- 
ude of  calm  and  enjoyment. 

In  Boston,  during  the  month  of  April,  Colonel 
Byrnes,  who  had  obtained  a  special  leave  of  absence 
for  the  purpose,  was  making  every  effort  to  recruit  for 
the  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts,  which  was  as  much 
reduced  as  the  New  York  regiments.  He  succeeded 
at  length,  through  the  influence  of  the  original  fbund- 
er$  of  the  regiment,  among  whom  were  P.  Donohue, 
and  Martin  Griffin,  Esqs. 

Before  Colonel  Byrnes  should  return  to  the  field 
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these  friends  resolved  to  haye  made  for  the  regunent  a 
green  flag,  and  present  it  publicly,  with  all  due  cere- 
mony. This  presentation  was  made  on  the  5th  of 
April,  at  the  Parker  House,  and  the  presentation  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Martin  Griffin,  Esq.,  who  ten- 
dered the  flag  as  a  token  of  the  respect  and  admiration 
in  which  both  Colonel  Byrnes  and  his  command  were 
held  by  the  donors.  The  green  flag  of  Erin  was  dear  to 
many  chivalrous  hearts,  and  the  gift  was  conflded  fully  to 
the  keeping  of  brave  men.  Thoagh  Ireland,  as  a  sep- 
arate nation,  had  no  existence,  Qtill  the  flag  was  honor- 
ed by  all  her  sons,  nor  was  it  disloyalty  to  the  Stars 
and  Stripes,  for  the  two  banners  should  float  together. 
Colonel  Byrnes  replied  as  follows : 

"  Sm — ^In  behalf  of  my  fellow-soldiers  I  thank  you, 
and,  tlirough  you,  the  kind  friends  who  have  presented 
us  this  beautifril  flag.  It  will  be  dearly  cherished; 
and,  in  their  name,  I  promise  it  shall  be  gallantly  de- 
fended. I  can  promise  no  more,  sir,  than  to  assure 
you  that  it  will  be  a  fresh  incentive  to  the  brave  men 
who  are  perilling  their  lives  in  defence  of  that  flag 
which  typifies  Union  and  liberty,  and  beneath  which 
the  shamrock  has  ever  bloomed.  In  a  few  days,  sir, 
that  flag  will  throw  its  emerald  folds  to  the  breeze, 
and  the  smoke  of  battle  will  encircle  it ;  its  freshness 
and  beauty  may  be  tarnished,  but  while  there  is  an 
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Irish  arm  to  strike  in  its  defence,  its  honor  shall  never, 
never  be  sallied  nor  impaired.  I  can  only  point  to 
the  past  history  of  my  regiment  to  vonch  for  the  fatnre. 
!N^either  Massachusetts  nor  the  historic  fame  of  our 
race  need  to  blnsh  for  such  a  raiment.  And,  sir, 
yoor  kindness  to-night  has  imposed  tl&w  obligaticMM 
npon  ns.  We  shall  endeavor  to  merit  the  one  and  up- 
hold the  other.  Again,  sir,  I  thank  you  for  the  flag) 
and  trust  that  one  day  we  shall  return  it  to  the  eare  of 
Massachusetts,  crowned  with  the  laurel  of  victory-of 
Union  and  liberty  forever." 

Aft:^  this,  Colonel  Byrnes  was  detained  in  Boston 
until  the  middle  of  May,  when  he  returned  to  the 
Brigade.  Being  senior  to  Colonel  Smyth,  he  of  course 
resumed  the  command,  which,  unhappily  for  him  and 
them,  he  was  not  destined  long  to  hold. 
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CHAPTEE  XXn. 

Upening  of  the- CMiipaigD.~The  army  erosBes  the  Bapidan.— Battiee  of 
the  Wilderness. — Spottsylvanla. — Casaalties. 

Eably  in  May  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  started  to 
cross  the  Ilapidan,  in  light  marching  order,  accom- 
plishing this  movement  with  quiet  celerity  on  the  4thy 
and  confronting  the  enemy  in  the  Wilderness  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  on  the  5th.  The  Sixth  Corps,  nnder  Sedg- 
wick, held  the  right  of  our  line;  the  Fifth,'  under 
Warren,  the  centre ;  while  Hancock,  with  the  Second 
Ci^ps,  occupied  the  left ;  and  Bumside,  with  the  ^N'inth 
Corps  in  reserve,  brought  up  the  rear.  The  enemy 
did  not  wait  to  be  attacked,  but  with  his  usual  impetu- 
osity fell  on  Warren  first.  A  fierce  engagement, 
which  lasted  for  an  hour,  was  the  result,  when  the 
enemy  withdrew  to  prepare  for  an  attack  on  another 
part  of  the  line.  In  this  action,  among  several  general 
officers  wounded  were  Colonels  Guiney,  Ninth  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Lombard,  of  the  Fourth  Michigan.  The 
enemy  next  attempted  to  get  between  Hancock  and 
the  centre  and  right  of  our  line,  but  the  movement 
was  discovered  in  time,  and  a  division  of  the  Sixth 
Corps  kept  him  in  check  until  the  Second  Corps  came 
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up.  Hancock's  diviBion,  under  Barlow,  Gibbons,  and 
Bimey,  fell  into  line  immediately,  advanced  across  a 
swamp  overgrown  with  heavy  timber  and  thick  nnder- 
brush,  and  engaged  the  enemy,  then  massed  in  heavy 
colunms,  under  General  Hill.  Owing  to  the  nature  of 
the  gronnd,  artillery  conld  not  be  used  to  advantage  on 
either  side ;  accordingly  a  steady  stunning  roar  of 
musketry  was  kept  up  for  some  hours,  until  night 
closed  the  scene.  This  action  lasted  from  five  in  the 
afternoon  until  dusk;  the  rebels,  finally,  being  obliged 
to  return,  baffled  before  the  impetuous  bravery  of  the 
Second  Corps. 

Next  day  (Friday,  6th  May)  the  Second  Corps  com- 
menced the  attack  at  dawn,  and  soon  the  engagement 
became  general  along  the  whole  front ;  Hancock  driv- 
ing the  enemy  oyer  a  mile  and  a  hal^  and  then  hold- 
ing his  ground  against  all  efforts  made  to  outflank  or 
pierce  his  lines.  AU  day  long  the  contest  raged  with 
little  intermission,  till  towards  evening,  when  the 
hardest  fighting  of  the  campaign  commenced,  the 
rebels  sweeping  down  on  Hancock  in  fonr  imposing 
lines.  Before  these  advancing  waves  our  skirmishers 
slowly  retired  to  the  front  line  of  defences,  where  our 
men  awaited  the  onset ;  when  within  musket-range,  the 
enemy  opened  a  vigorous  fire  on  our  men,  who  replied 
with  fatal  effect,  until  Longstreet's  forces  were  so 
severely  handled  that  the  reserves  were  ordered  up. 
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The  contest  was  thus  kept  up  for  nearly  an  hour,  when, 
in  one  position  of  the  line,  near  where  the  Wilderness 
had  been  set  on  fire  and  our  breastworks  had  been 
demolished,  the  rebels  pushed  in  with  a  shout  of  anti- 
cipated victory,  and  planted  their  colors  on  our  works. 
At  this  point  our  first  and  second  lines  fell  back ;  but  a 
couple  of  batteries,  abready  in  position,  opened  a  destruc- 
tive fire,  and  two  of  Colonel  Carroll's  regiments  charged, 
with  a  cheer,  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  thus  driven 
back  in  gallant  style,  and  the  position  regained. 

During  the  night  of  the  7th  Lee  fell  back  to  Spott- 
sylvania  Courthouse,  and  on  Sunday  morning  (8th) 
both  armies  prepared  for  battle.  On  this  day  the 
Fifth  and  Siirth  Corps  were  mainly  engaged,  and  in 
this  action  Major-General  Sedgwick  was  killed.    . 

On  Monday  (9th)  there  was  only  skirmishing  and 
no  active  engagement,  the  enemy  holding  their  strong 
positions  around  Spottsylvania. 

On  Tuesday  morning  (10th)  the  battle  was  opened 
by  our  forces  along  the  whole  line.  The  First  Divis- 
ion (Second  Corps),  in  which  was  the  Irish  Brigade, 
crossed  the  Po  Kiver  on  the  previous  night,  and  took  a 
position,  from  which  they  enfiladed  the  enemy's  right. 
An  attempt  to  break  his  centre  was  then  ordered,  and 
the  right  was  also  advanced  in  the  afternoon.  The 
enemy  was  driven  into  his  intrenchments,  and  a  portion 
of  the  Sixth  Corps  succeeded  in  getting  into  the  enemy's 
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rifle-pits,  spiking  several  gnns,  and  capturing  over  t 
thousand  prisoners.  This  battle  was  very  desperate,  but 
indecisive,  and  our  men  suffered  terribly  throughout. 

Meantime,  the  cavalry  under  Sheridan  turned  the 
enemy's  right,  getting  into  his  rear,  doing  considerable 
damage  to  railroads,  stores,  and  spreading  terror  among 
the  inhabitants,  while  the  main  part  of  our  army  rested 
on  Wednesday  (11th). 

!N^ext  morning  (12th)  the  contest  was  renewed  al 
dawn,  Hancock  opening  the  battle  with  such  det^- 
mined  activity  that  by  eight  o'clock  he. had  routed  the 
best  troops  of  the  rebel  army,  among  them  the  Stone- 
wall Division,  led  by  General  Ewell,  capturing  three 
generals,   thirty  guns,   and  prisoners    amounting  to 
about  four  thousand.     Then  the  rebels  massed  their 
troops  against  him  in  such  numbers  that  he  found  it 
difficult  to  retain  the  advantage  gained,  and  the  Sixth 
Corps  was  sent  to  his  assistance.    Thus,  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.  the  battle  raged  with  undiminished  foiy 
in  Hancock's  front,  until  dusk ;  was  renewed  at  nina 
p.  M.,  and  continued  until  nearly  three  a.  m.,  bodi 
parties  contending  during  the  night  for  the  possession 
of  a  line  of  rifle-pits  from  which  Hancock  had  driven 
the  enemy  in  the  morning.    The  rebels  fell  back  at 
length,  and  our  men  followed  them  steadily  through  the 
woods,  skirmishing  as  they  advanced  for  a  distance  (£ 
nearly  four  miles,  when  Lee  took  up  a  new  position. 
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CHAPTER  XXni. 

The  army  ttill  arovrna  Spottsylvania.— Ck>ntinaed  engagementB.— Arrlyal 

of  the  Corcoran  Legion.— CasnaltieB. 

Ok  the  13th  and  14th  there  was  little  active  fight* 
ing,  owing  to  the  badness  of  the  roads. 

During  this  temporary  lull,  the  contending  armies 
still  kept  their  positions  in  the  vicinity  of  Spottsyl- 
vania  Conrthouse,  where  Lee  had  strongly  intrenched 
himsel£  The  Arfny  of  the  Potomac  rested  as  follows : 
On  the  right,  the  Ninth  Corps,  under  Bornside ;  the 
centre  and  left  were  held  by  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Oorps, 
under  Warren  and  Wright ;  while  the  Second  Corps 
was  on  the  extreme  left. 

Before  dawn  on  the  15th  Hancock,  moving  under 
cover  of  the  nighty  took  up  a  position  on  the  right.  The 
trco}>s  rested  in  the  very  fortifications  from  which  only 
a  few  nights  before  they  had  taken. so  large  a  number 
of  prisoners,  and  at  four  o'clock  A.  h.  their  skirmishers 
advanced.  Then  artillery  opened  on  both  sides.  The 
First  Division,  with  the  Irish  Brigade,  held  the  ex- 
treme right;  the  Corcoran  Legion,  which  had  come 
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np  from  Fairfax  ConrtlioTise  the  night  before,  was  as- 
signed to  the  Second  Division.  During  this  day's  en- 
gagement the  Legion  fonght  with  conspicnons  gallantly, 
side  bj  side  with  the  Brigade. 

Two  hundred  yards  of  cleared  space  was  to  be  tra- 
versed before  the  first  line  of  the  enemy's  breastworks 
could  be  gained ;  a  battery  of  four  brass  pieces  played 
on  our  men  incessantly,  as  they  advanced  on  the 
double  quickstep.      At  this  time  the  sharpshooters 
were  busy :  although  there  was  not  sufficient  light  to 
enable  them  to  sight  their  pieces  with  accuracy,  still 
many  owed  their  deaths  to  this  uncertain  firing.   At 
last  the  field  is  crossed,  the  rebels  fly  from  their 
first  intrenched  position,  and  our  men  clamber  over, 
cheerily,  capturing  a  few  dilatory  sharpshooters  who 
lingered  to6  long  at  their  post.    Again  they  charge 
after  the  retreating  but  still  fighting  foe ;  and  the  line 
is  not  quite  as  orderly  as  might  be  desired,  owing  to 
the  unevenness  of  the  ground,  which  was  in  various 
places  covered  with  dense  pine-woods.    But  the  veter- 
ans of  the  Second  Corps,  unmindful  of  the  driving 
tempest  of  bullets,  shot,  and  shell,  reformed  their  dis- 
ordered ranks,  pushed  steadily  on,  and  soon  took  pos- 
session of  the  second  line  of  fortifications.    In  this 
charge  many  officers  and  men  were  killed  and  wound- 
ed, and  several,  who  were  too  seriously  wounded  to  be 
removed  from  the  field,  were  taken  prisoners.    Here 
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CaptainB  Kelly  and  Blaike,  of  the  Sixty-nintn,  received 
•their  death-wouuds.  Major  A.  J.  Lawler,  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts,  was  killed;  Lieutenant 
Annand  lost  a  leg;  while  Captains  W.  S.  Bailey, 
Cochrane,  and  Fleming,  of  the  same  regiment,  were 
severely  woande4. 

In  the  Legion  the  losses  were  also  heavy.  Colonel 
Matthew  Murphy,  commanding  Brigade ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  DeLacy,  One  hundred  and  Sixty-fourth,  a  cool 
intrepid  soldier,  formerly  major  Thirty-seventh  New 
York;  Lieutenant  Dunn,  Adjutant  of  One  Hundred 
and  Seventieth ;  Captain  Thomas  Lyford,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fourth,  being  more  or  less  severely 
wounded. 

In  other  regiments  several  prominent  officers  were 
killed  and  wounded ;  among  them  were  Captains 
O'Shea,  an  ardent  patriot,  from  Cork;  Tobin  and 
Dunn,, of  the  Forty-Second  New  York;  Lieutenant 
J.  KeUy,  of  the  Eighty-Second  New  York,  killed ;  and 
several  others  wounded. 

Lieutenant  King  thus  wrote  to  his  brother  a  descrip- 
tion of  this  action :  "  On  that  morning,  after  a  weary- 
ing march,  we  reached  a  clearing  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  breastworks — ^perhaps  I  ought  to  say  fortifica- 
tions— ^for  these  works  were,  indeed,  immensely  strong, 
and  extended  for  miles.  These  we,  who  were  of  the 
First  Division,  were  ordered  to  take.    Our  men  of  the 


452  ^^^     IBI8H     BRIQADS: 

Brigade  had  to  rash  at  them  through  a  storm  of  gn^ 
and  rifle-ballB.    Men  dropped  in  scores,  bnt  the  rest 
never  faltered ;  and  on  onr  springing  into  the  outer 
ditch,  the  rebels,  after  dreadfol  havoc  in  their  ranks^ 
broke,  and  in  swarms  took  to  the  woods  in  the  rear. 
For  some  time  we  held  their  works,  bat,  on  their  being 
heavily  re-enforced,  they  retomed  and  drove  ns  out. 
Again  we  drove  them  from  the  rifle-pits,  bnt  only  after 
terrible  slanghter,  in  which  onr  Brigade  got  very  much 
shattered,  and  I  fonnd  myself  with  Blake  and  about  a 
dozen  of  our  company.    It  was  then  Blake  showed 
himself  a  soldier. '  We  rallied  some  men  belonging  to 
several  regiments,  together  with  onr  own,  and  Blake 
led  ns  through  a  shower  of  balls  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  works,  intending  to  follow  the  enemy  to  the  woods; 
and  would  have  done  so,  but  I  persuaded  him  to  de- 
sist, as  he  would  thereby  place  himself  too  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  line.    He  then  took  the  regimental  flag, 
which  was  the  only  color  on  that  part  of  the  line,  and 
got  up  upon  the  highest  part  of  the  work,  and  stood 
there  waving  it  and  calling  ns,  ^  Come  on,  boys,  and  I 
will  show  you  how  to  fight.'    Giving  up  the  flag  to 
the  sergeant,  he  then  went  in  with  any  men  he  could 
find;  and  while  a  most  infernal  fire  raged  from  both 
aides  he  fought  conspicuously  in  the  extreme  front, 
tUl  he  was  struck  in  the  knee.    I  immediately  got 
some  help,  and  was  in  the  act  of  carrying  him  oif 
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when  he  shouted  out  to  me  to  save  myself,  that  the 
enem  J  were  upon  us.  I  looked  around  and  saw  some 
a  few  paces  from  me,  and  as  their  firing  had  wounded 
one  of  the  carrying  party,  and  struck  me  on  the  back, 
which,  however,  was  luckily  shielded  by  my  coiled 
up  rubber-blanket,  I  had  for  the  time  to  leave  Blake, 
as  he  ordered,  to  avoid  capture.  After  that,  it  was 
charge  after  charge  by  both  parties  to  get  possession  of 
the  intrenchments ;  and  finally,  after  several  hours  of 
hard  fighting  and  immense  slaughter,  we  succeeded  in 
holding  that  part  of  the  line.  Then  I  went  back  to 
the  spot  where  I  left  the  gallant  Blake,  and  was  told 
that  the  stretcher-carriers  had  been  around,  and  carried 
off  some  wohmded  men ;  so  I  am  sure  he  is  in  some 
hospital,  or,  perhaps,  already  sent  on  to  Fredericks- 
burg." 

Shortly  afterwards  poor  King  himself  received  his 
death-wound  by  a  bullet  in  the  spine  of  the  neck,  was 
sent  to  Fredericksburg,  where  he  lingered  two  or  three 
days,  waiting  in  vain  for  the  reappearance  of  his  cap- 
tain. 

On  the  morning  of  Thursday  (19th),  about  five  a.  m., 
the  enemy  endeavored  to  turn  our  right  wing  near  the 
Fredericksburg  pike,  when  they  were  checked  by  the 
First  Maine  Heavy  Artillery;  and  a  portion  of  the 
Second  Corps  was  sent  to  the  right  and  rear,  when  the 
firing  began.    But  the  enemy  had  been  routed  before 
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they  reached  the  scene  of  action.  A  heavy  cannonad- 
ing was  opened  at  the  same  time  by  the  enemy  as  an 
attack  upon  oar  train  and  the  rear.  At  one  time  they 
had  possession  of  eighty  of  our  wagons,  but  these  were 
retaken. 

On  the  20th  Colonel  Thos.  Smyth  was  appointed  to 
the  command  of  Carroll's  Brigade,  in  his  own  division, 
and  was  succeeded  in  the  command  of  the  Brigade  by 
Colonel  Byrnes,  who  had  just  arrived  from  recruiting 
service  in  Boston.    This  event,  occurring  though  it 
did  amid  the  hardest  fighting  of  the  campaign,  was, 
nevertheless,  marked  by  a  feeling  of  profound  sorrow 
The  Brigade  had  learned  to  love  and  trust  in  Smjth, 
most  implicitly,  and  he,  on  his  part,  fully  reciprocated 
both  these  feelings.    Previously  to  his  departure,  he 
issued  a  farewell  order,  in  response  to  which  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Brigade,  hastily  assembled  under  the  ene- 
my's fire,  presented  him  with  the  following  address : 

Ibish  Bbigade,  May  20th,  1864. 

C!oLOKBii — ^Your  farewell  address  has  caased  us  mingled  feelings 
of  regret  and  pride :  regret,  for  it  was  the  signal  of  the  departnie 
of  our  loved  and  valued  friend :  pride,  for  it  told  us  our  worth  was 
estimated  by  one  whose  respect  we  covet  and  whose  sincerity  we 
prize. 

Long  before  your  connection  with  our  Brigade  we  were  in  the 
habit  of  hearing  your  merits  extoUed  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman ; 
and  the  more  we  knew  you,  the  more  we  were  oonvmoed  that  the 
praise  of  your  many  friends  did  not  exceed  your  deserts. 

You  leave  us  after  having  led  us  on  the  battle-field  with  a  gallan- 
tly never  surpassed,  and  delighted  us  in  private  by  your  firankness 
and  cordiality. 

In  you  are  combined  the  loyal  American,  the  patriotic  Lrishmaii, 
and  the  high-minded  gentleman ;  you  are  called  away  from  us,  bat 
our  affections  wiU  foUow  you ;  you  leave  no  fiading  memory  in  oar 
hearts,  and  may  the  God  of  battles  preserve  you  for  the  glory  <rf 
thus  great  land,  the  freedom  of  Ireland,  and  the  happiness  of  yoor 
social  circle. 

This  is  the  fervent  prayer  of  every  one  in  the  Irish  Brigade. 

FareweU,  and  may  God  bless  you 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Tolopotomj  Creek— Cold   Harbor. — Assaults  on  Petersburg. — ^Lists   of 

casualties. 

From  Spottsylvania  Lee  withdrew  beyond  the  North 
Anna,  and  the  Fifth  and  Second  Corps  followed  him 
up  on  the  evening  of  the  2l8t.  The  Fifth  crossed 
first  and  was  fiercely  attacked ;  but  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Second  and  Sixth,  the  enemy  was  repulsed  with 
loss.  On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  army  recrossed 
the  river,  moved  by  way  of  Hanovertown,  crossed  the 
Pamunkey  Kiver,  had  a  brisk  engagement  at  Tolo- 
potomy  Creek,  where  the  Brigade  was  engaged,  ad- 
vanced to  Hanover  Court-house,  and  found  the  enemy 
in  position  north  of  the  Chickahominy,  on  the  31st. 
Late  in  the  evening,  our  left  was  attacked,  and  in 
return,  our  whole  line  moved,  and  the  enemy  was 
driven  fi*om  some  of  his  intrenchments. 

On  the  3d  was  fought  the  disastrous  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  when  the  Brigade  and  Legion  suffered  terri- 
bly, while  charging  up  hill  and  holding  a  position  on 
the  crest  for  two  hours,  against  fearful  odds ;  when  at 
length  lliey  were  obliged  to  fall  back,  losing  as  heavily 
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in  retiring  as  in  the  advance.  In  this  attack  Colonel 
Byrnes,  commanding  Brigade,  fell  mortally  wounded, 
and  Colonel  James  McMahon  of  the  One  Hnndred  and 
Sixty-fourth  New  York  was  shot  dead  on  the  enemy's 
intrenchments,  where  ''with  his  own  hand  he  Lad 
planted  his  colors," 

During  the  fight  at  Cold  Harbor,  Col.  Patrick  Kelly 
arrived  and  immediately  assumed  command  of  the 
Brigade ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  McGee  also  taking  oom- 
mand  of  the  Sixty-ninth. 

After  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  the  troops  enjoyed 
some  rest,  while  preparations  were  in  progress  to  make 
another  flank  movement  across  the  James  Kiver.  This 
was  effected  on  the  '16th,  without  encountering  any 
serious  opposition.  In  this  movement  the  troops 
marched  upwards  of  ninety  miles  in  three  days,  and 
fought  a  big  battle  in  front  of  Petersburg  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  16th.  Here  again  "  somebody  blundered," 
and  thus  again  thousands  of  brave  men  were  ruthlessly 
sacrificed. 

Here,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  Ninth 
Corps  to  co-operate  with  the  Second,  the  latter  suffered 
heavily,  especially  the  First  Division,  which  was  or- 
dered to  charge  where  the  works  were  very  strong,  and 
in  a  place  where  a  converging  fire  decimated  its  ranks. 
In  this  charge  fell  Col.  Patrick  Kelly,  a  thorough  sol- 
dier, whose  cool  courage,  gentle  manners,  great  nat- 
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had  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 

On  the  23d  the  Second  and  Sixth  Oorps  made  a 
mtovemeut  towards  thei  Weldon  Sailroad ;  bnt  the  ene- 
my, taking  advantage  of  a  gap  between  them,  stnick 
the  First  Division  (iSecond  Corps)  in  ihe  flank,  and 
captni^ed  several  prisoners,  among  Whom  ^&te  Gap- 
iaifl  Wkll^  of  tbd  8i](ty-hinth,  an^  lient^ant  Gran- 
ger, of  the  Eighty-eighth. 

Am(mg  the  killed  iii  the  Wilderness  and  Spottsylva- 
nia  wei?e  Oaptain  James  B.  Tamer,  A.  A.  G. ;  Captain 
Boyle,  Sixty-third ;  Captains  0.  V.  Smyth  and  Mclh^ 
tyre.  Twenty-eighth  Massaohnsetts,  mortally  "vlrouhded,' 
died  in  the  hospitals  in  Frederieksburg ;  Migor  P.  By- 
der,  Eighty-dghth ;  Major  Thos.  Tonhy,  Sixty-third, 
shot  through  the  lung,  surviving  only  to  reach  his 
home;  Gapts.Pat'k  Kelly  and  John  Blake,  Sixty-ninth, 
both  mortally  wounded  and  taken  prisoners ;  Captaiin 
Kelly  died  at  a  rebel  field-hospital,  and  was  buried 
at  Massaponax  church,  near  Spottsylvania ;  Captain 
Blake  survived  to  reach  Eichmond,  where  he  died,  it 
is  reported,  on  the  operating  table ;  Lieutenant  Bich- 
aifl  P.  King,  of  Blake's  company,  died  in  Fredericks- 
burg, of  gunshot  wound  of  spine,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Catholic  cemetery  there  by  Captain  John  C,  Foley ; 
liewtenant  John  Sparks,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  died 

at  the  field-hospital,  and  was  buried  there;  Major 

20 
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Lawler,  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  was   killed   on  ihe 
morning  of  the  18th,  near  Spottsjl vania. 

Among  the  wounded  were  Colonel  Thomas  Smytli, 
commanding  Brigade;  Colonel  MnlhoUand,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania ;  Lieaten- 
ant  Cartwright,  Twenty-ei^th  Massachusetts. 

Among  the  officers  of  the  Legion  wounded  at  Spoti- 
sylvania,  were  Colonel  Matthew  Murphy,  Coland 
Mood,  Major  O'Dwyer,  etc. 

At  Cold  Harbor,  among  the  killed  were  Cidonel 
Byrnes,  commanding  Brigade ;  Captain  J.  Magner  and 
Lieutenant  J.  S.  Wast ;  while  Captains  T.  F.  Page, 
J.  W.  Coveney,  Lieutenants  P.  Kirley,  J.  Traynor,  £. 
O'Brien,  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts,  were  severely 
wounded ;  O'Brien  having  a  foot  amputated. 

In  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  PennsylvaaiS) 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Dale,  missing,  supposed  killed  or 
wounded ;  Captains  T.  E.  Crawford  and  Lieb,  Acjju- 
taut  L.  J.  Sacyste,  and  others,  wounded. 

In  the  Sixty-third,  Lieutenant  James  M.  Smart 
was  killed ;  Lieutenants-  W.  Grogan  and  D.  P.  Boot 
wounded. 

,  In  the  Eighty-eighth,  Lieutenant  James  E.  Byrne 
was  killed. 

In  the  Sixty-ninth,  Major  John  Grarrett,  command- 
ing regiment ;  Captain  B.  H.  MUliken  and  Lieutenant 
E.  O'Connor  wounded. 


The  Brigade  lost  thus  far  one  thousand  men  and 
officers,  or  one-third  of  its  entire  strength,  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

In  the  Legion,  the  losses  were  also  very  numerous. 
The  command  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth 
devolved  on  Captain  Michael  Doheny,  whose  gallantry 
was  officially  reported;  Lieutenant  Abraham,  of  the 
same  regiment,  was  captured.  In  the  Sixty-ninth 
militia,  Captains  K  K.  Butler,  J.  H.  Nugent,  and  John 
Sargent  were  killed,  while  several  officers  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-iifth  were  wounded  or  captured. 

Before  Petersburg  were  killed  Colonel  Pat'k  £elly, 
commanding  Brigade;  Captain  B.  S.  O'lfeill,  Six- 
ty-ninth ;  Adjutant  Miles  McDonald,  Sixty-third. 
Among  the  wounded  were  Captains  O'Shea  and  O'Dris- 
coll,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  the  latter  having  his  foot 
an^utated ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  McG^e,  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth,  by  a  piece  of  shell ;  Lieutenants  Brennan,  Slo^ 
ceny,  and  M.  H.  Mnrphy,  of  the  same  regiment.  In 
the  Legion,  Major  William  Butler,  of  the  Sixty-ninth 
militia,  was  severely  wounded. 
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CHAPTER  XXY. 


Sk^teh  ef  tti«  Ooreonui  Legion^ 


HsEB  it  is  deemed  proper  to  mtiy>diice  it  diortakelelt 
of  the  Oorooran  Legion  and  its  fionrioes  until  it  joined 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  so  as  to  fill  up  what  would 
be  otherwise  an  imp^ect  reeord. 

When  Colonel  Corci^in  retorned  from  oiqptintj,  afte^ 
an  imprisonment  of  oyer  twelve  taonths,  he  was  reeeited 
with  the  highest  honors  ererywhere  by  the  whcte 
people.  His  progress  to  Kew  York  was  a  ladmnphan* 
ovation,  but  in  the  latt^  city  his  reception  surpassed 
every  this^.  He  had  received  his  commission  of  ^n§* 
adier-general,  with  rank  anfd  pagr,  from  die  first  badftb 
of  BuU  Run,  so  that  as  soon  as  the  festivities  had  to 
some  extent  subsided  he  set  to  work  to  raise  his  Bri- 
gade ;  and,  accordingly,  by  the  end  of  August,  1862, 
the  **  Corcoran  Legion"  was  inaugurated.  Deputa- 
tions  of  recraits,  companies,  battalions,  etc.,  thronged 
to  New  York  from  the  neighboring  cities,  and  from 


PhUftdelphiay  Bestm,  aad  other  pl«9e&  So  popular 
wfiu»  ^  ooipmw^y  thi^t  in  tw^  9)iort  moxitbe  the 
I^egiou  was  on  ito  way  to  tbe  ^nt,  fmd  iiqpoarted  to 
Qm^ni^X  J>}x  9,%  r^3r^«sB  2k[on?o9  abp^t  tl^e  middle  of 
Jfov0!ttber, 

The  regua^^tf  cqpipomg  |he  Legion  vfete  fhe  Siztf- 
pi^tH  iN'atiiN^al  Gpurdi^  Colonel  Matthew  Murphy; 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty^fifth  New  York  Volun^ 
ti^rs,  Colonel  Williavi  MeE^ily;  the  Ope  Hni^dred 
#nd  ^izty 'fourth  New  York  Yolunteere^  Colcmel  John 
jP«  McMehoiiL ;  the  One  Gnndred  and  jS^yentieth  New 
Tork  Yplanteere,  Colonel  HeDenaott ;  the  One  Hun* 
dred  und  Sevenly-fifth  New  York  Volunteer^  Colonel 
|C.  1^  Bryan,  This  latter  reginoMnt  wi^  not  quite 
nempl^ed  %t  the  time  of  starting. 

It  was  at  first  proposed  to  raise  eight  regiments,  and 
so  many  organizations  did  leave  N^w  York,  hat  it  was 
iihaequ^tly  deeid^d  to  eonsolidate  all  into  the  regi^ 
i9Ment9  nhoTe  stat^^  and  even  the  One  Hundr^  and 
Seventy-fifth  was  afterwards  trani£^rred  into  another 
wwnand,  so  that  cmly  four  regimwtfis  in  re«dityi  con- 
stituted the  Coreoran  liOgion  up  to  the  <doae  of  tib^ 
war. 

After  abcHit  six  weeks'  sojourn  on  the  Peninsula,  the 
Legion  was  ordered  to  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  where 
the  general  received  a  deputation 'fifom  the  C<mnioipL 
i3(mnril:  of  New  Yoi^  who  cfone  to  present  him  wit^ 
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a  sword.  This  presentation  took  place  on  the  19tli  of 
January)  1863,  at  a  brigade  review,  the  command 
being  formed  in  hollow  square.  Major-General  Peck, 
commanding  division,  with  his  entire  staff  and  nearly 
all  the  oflScers  of  the  division,  were  present.  William 
Walsh,  President  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  made  the 
presentation  in  a  patriotic  speech,  and  General  Corcoran 
responded  with  much  feeling. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  General  Corcoran  was 
placed  in  conmiand  of  several  details  of  men  from  the 
various  raiments  of  the  division,  for  the  purpose  of 
ehecking  a  movement  made  by  the  rebels  under  Ptyor 
across  the  Blackwater.  At  four  o'clock  a.  ic  of  the 
30th,  after  marching  most  of  the  previous  night,  the 
troops  struck  the  enemy  near  a  deserted  house,  from 
which  the  action  that  followed  took  its  name.  In  this 
first  fight  the  men  acquitted  themselves  creditably 
against  a  much  superior  force,  and  after  a  sharp  en- 
gagement succeeded  in  repulsing  the  enemy,  with  the 
loss  of  over  one  hundred  men. 

The  position  selected  by  the  enemy  was  an  ezoeUent 
one,  and  they  were  found  to  be  in  considerable  fixrce 
in  cavalry,  infantry,  and  artillery.  Skirmishing  com- 
menced about  five  a.  m.,  and  was  continued  quite  brisklj 
for  nearly  two  hours,  until  the  enemy  began  to  slacken 
their  fire,  and  finally  gave  up  the  position,  retiring  to 
Franklin.    A  troop  of  the  Eleventh  PeonBylvmia 
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Oavalry,  under  Colonel  Spear,  followed  them  up,  cap- 

The  casualties  were : 

Sixty-ninth  New  York  Artillery — Skilled,  Sergeant 
Woods,  Oompany  B;  Thomas  Stone,  Company  C; 
William  Campbell,  Company  C;  womided,  Corporal 
Thomas  Mahon,  Company  D ;  H.  Coleman,  Company 
D  (died  in  hospital  next  day) ;  J.  D.  Cassidy,  D.  B. 
Benn,  D.  Philip  Griflhi,  Company  E ;  Corporal  Kelly, 
Company  F;  Corporal  John  Carroll,  Company  E; 
Eli  W.  Pitts,  Company  B,  thigh  amputated ;  John 
Eeams,  Company  B,  arm  amputated. 

One  Hundred  and  Fifky-fifth  New  York  Volunteers — 
killed,  private  Grimes ;  woundpd,  B.  Miller,  Company 
B ;  L  Walsh,  Company  B. 

One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teers— ^H^  Schneidler,  Company  F ;  Captain  Blodgett, 
'A.  A.  G.,  of  General  Corcoran's  staff,  was  slightly,  and 
Captain  Kelly,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  severely  wounded. 

Several  officers  and  men  of  the  other  commands 
were  killed  and  wounded. 

After  the  engagement,  Major-General  Peck  issued 
Ihe  following  congratulatory  order : 

Heaoquartbbs,  SuftolKi  Va.,  Feb.  6,  IMS. 

General  Order  No.  5. 

The  oommanding  general  desires  to  thank  Brigadier-General 
Oorodomi  and  the  troops  asdgned  to  his  command,  for  their  good 
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ocmdTict  And  gallant  bearing  in  the  engagemenl;  of  the  30tb  of  J«n^ 
ary,  1863,  at  Deserted  House,  which  resulted  in  driving  the  enemy 
to  the  Blackwater.  Most  of  the  regiments  were  nnder  fire  for  tin 
first  time,  and  famished  those  so  unfortunate  as  not  to  haveapait 
in  the  eoq^editlcm  with  examples  of  patriotism  ^ortlij  of  imitftti"" 

By  command  of 

])£AJO&43taa&Ai.  Pbce. 

Biour.  B.  Vosnam,  Mi^ar  and  A.  iu  0. 

In  April,  Suffolk  Tf  as  i^Teste(l  by  thirty  thonsaod 
Confederates,  upder  Longstreet  and  Hill,  who  laid 
regular  siege  to  the  place.  During  th^  Qi^e,  Genend 
Corcoran,  who  had  beeQ  assigned  tp  the  commaqd  of  the 
First  Division  of  the  Seventh  Corps,  made  a  repoimoii- 
sance  with  about  five  thousand  men,  in  order  to  find 
out  the  strength  and  positions  of  the  enemy,  ai)d  bid 
a  brisk  engagement  on  the  Edenton  Boad,  in  ifhiok 
the  enemy  were  driven  fi*om  their  breastwork^  and 
their  position.  For  this  action  the  general  again  r^ 
ceived  the  congratulations  of  the  departmeqt  com* 
mander  at  Suffolk.  At  length,  Longstreet  raised  th^ 
siege,  and  Corcoran  started  in  pursuit  to  cle^  the 
neighborhood  of  his  presence,  which  was  fin^Jly  ef 
fected.  The  enemy  never  i^terward^  crosfie4  the 
Blackwater  but  he  was  whipped  by  "  Corcprap'^  bpys." 
Corcoran's  stalwart  Irishmen  were  dreaded  by  the  foe 
and  relied  on  by  the  Governfnent,  and  the  Irish  Le- 
gion was  always  victorious  and  never  retreated. 

Th^  eyaoo^tion  of  Sufibilk  being  d^ide4  cm^.tbia 
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Jbrip  l.eg}0B,  wbPi  ^l^npj  wer/Q  l^ft  to  gu^rd  |i  place 
/ff^iq)^,  ikree  ^eekf  befo^^,  was  gar|d)3one<ji  bj  forty 
iJbpqatkod ;  sjxid  it  wai^  accompli^f^  with  ^%v$^ord\nwry 

H<3  Wits  Bwt  plae^d  ia  command  of  the  defepces  of 
F(^?tamoiith,  jaud  the  men  were  engaged  in  strength- 
^DiDg  the^e  when  the  oommaod  wafi  ordered  to  the 
Pepartment  of  Waebington,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  ICfth  of  inljj  and  were  fMssigned  to  Oeaeral  King's 
4iYi9ion ;  f^d  lastly,  Qeneral  Corcoran  was  placed  in 
mmmand  of  the  outpost  defences  at  Fairfax  Oonrt- 
Jl^use.  Here  pc<^urred  die .  sad  accident  that  p^t  an 
f  pd  fovevex  to  ^n  honorable  eareer,  and  depriyed  the 
Legion  of  their  beloved  commander.  For  several  days 
he  had  been  preparing  to  receive,  at  Christmas,  several 
distinguished  guests  from  New  York  and  elsewhere, 
and  had  just  accompanied  General  Meagher  to  Fair- 
fax Station,  which  lay  on  his  route  of  inspection,  when 
he  was  thrown  from  a  spirited  horse,  and  died  from 
the  effects  of  the  accident,  December  22, 1864. 

His  death  caused  a  profound  feeling  of  sorrow  every- 
where, especially  in  New  York,  where  a  grand  funeral 
awaited  his  honored  remains,  and  a  brilliant  oration 
by  his  friend,  General  Meagher,  was  a  fitting  tribute 
to  his  memory. 

After  General  Oorcoran's  death,  the. command  of 
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the  Legion  devolred  on  Colonel  Mat.  Mnrphj,  wIk) 
worthily  upheld  his  own  and  the  reputation  of  tke 
command.     The  Legion  eontinned  to  perform  the 

same  duties  as  heretofore, '  occasionallj  pursuing 
Mosebj,  Steuart,  and  other  raiders ;  again,  guarding 
a  long  line  of  the  Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad. 
Li  one  of  their  skirmishes  with  Bosser's  brigade  of 
rebel  cayalrj,  Oaptain  McNallj's  Oompanj  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  displayed  great  coolneae, 
courage,  and  pluck  in  repelling  an  attack  of  very  sa- 
perior  numbers.  After  this  nothing  of  unusual  mo- 
ment occurred  in  the  Legion  during  the  spring  of  thii 
year,  until  the  command  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  near  Spottsylvania,  about  the  middle  of  May, 
as  previously  stated. 
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CHAPTER  XXVL 


Consolidation  of  the  Brigade.— Becrniting.— First  movement  to  Deep 
Bottom.— Explosion  of  Barnside's  mine.— Disasters. 


Ih  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  quiet  still  reigned,  dis- 
tarbed  only  by  the  occasional  interchange  of  a  few 
shots  between  the  sharpshooters. 

In  the  Irish  Brigade,  after  the  death  of  Colonel 
Eelly,  the  several  commands  were  so  reduced  in  num- 
bers that,  it  was  decided  to  consolidate  them  into  bat- 
talions. Accordingly,  the  three  New  York  regiments 
were  consolidated  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Moroney,  and  the  Brigade  itself  consolidated  with 
Carroll's.  This  ungracious  and  ungenerous  measure 
naturally  caused  much  indignation ;  but  after  the  nu- 
merous casualties  among  the  principal  officers,  there  was 
no  one  in  the  field  of  sufficient  influence  to  protest 
against  or  prevent  its  hasty  accomplishment.  How- 
ever,  Colonel  Nugent,  who  had  been  appointed  to  for- 
ward the  draft  in  New  York,  together  with  Colonel 
McOee  and  other  officers,  set  to  work  to  refill  the  de- 
pleted regiments  to  the  minimum  at.  least,  and  thus 
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start  the  Brigade  again.  Kecmiting  forthwith  com- 
menced  with  extraordinary  success,  and  a  large  Dum- 
ber of  new  men  were  thus  added  to  the  old  commands, 
swelling  their  decimated  ranks,  to  the  entire  satis&ction 
ofaU. 

Major  John  W.  Bjrron,  who  had  just  then  been  pro- 
moted to  the  majority  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  next  com- 
manded the  consolidated  regiments,  he  being  the  only 
field-officer  present  with  the  Brigade. 

Diurjfig  tha  remainder  of  the  montk  of  July  the 
^gftde  remained  quiet,  oaly  oo^aeionidly  moving 
when  the  corps  took  i;p  a  new  position,  ^(ber  for  mili- 
tiffy  paiposes  or  tp  obtaiii  /mitabla  camp-grounds  or 
fsupplies,  These  moFemrats  were  mninly  strotegied, 
fyi  th9  puvpoae  of  misleading  the  enemy  md  dit^^rtiiig 
Im  att^tion  fr(Hn  the  mining  operittiims  which  bad 
been  oarrie^  en  lor  ^ome  time  in  front  of  the  iKTinth 
Corps.  The  principal  movem^t  of  this  obaraoter  Wis 
£[aneoek'0  first  expedition  across  <^e  Appomatte;^  nod 
Jameet  n^na^  to  iPoep  Bottom,  in  the  ndlgbbovboed  f  f 
BviD^^r^s  cami],  i^eir  the  wd  of  the  syiiktlu  Tbli  w%9a 
very  loDg,  fotaguliig  aightrxottrob,  {n  whicb  tiha  Brigi^e 
performed  its  usual  prominent  ptrt,  end  waadoee  wil^i 
fueh  c^erity  that  the  enemy  was  taken  oompletely  by 
iUTprise,  and  Hancock  succeeded  in  taking  hi^  fifst 
line  of  works,  four  twenty-pounder  Farrott^gvns,  md 
two  biieidMd  priseseri,  tbusforcii^biattofetii^toa 
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stronger  position.  The  movement  was  originally  in- 
tended for  a  feint,  bat  it  assumed  all  the  characters  of 
an  attack  in  force,  inducing  the  enemy  to  bring  from 
the  front  at  Petersburg  a  large  force  to  oppose  it,  and 
thus  lessen  the  resistance  to  the  premeditated  assault 
of  Burnside  atter  the  explosion  o^  thd  mine. 

From  Deep  Bottom  the  Brigade  returned,  after  an- 
otiief  tiresome  night's  march,  and  reached  the  front  ai 
Petersburg  at  early  dawn  of  tt  besutifbl  Sunday  morn- 
ing, just  in  time  to  witness,  from  afar,  the  terrific  ex- 
plosion and  the  disastrous  assault  that  followed  it. 

According  to  the  programme  this  assault  wa^  to 
follow  the  explbsion  instantly ;  but  from  some  unknowA 
eftfise  Burnside  delayed  till  the  enemy  recovered  from 
their  panic.  The  colored  division,  aftet*  carrying  th^ 
first  line  bj  assault,  became  disorganized,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  officers,  thrown  into  confusion,  and  foil  iii 
BomberB  b^re  the  well-dii^cted  fire  from  the  second 
Hue  of  the  enemy's  works.  The  confusion  was  now 
ineattricable,  and  the  earnage  terrible;  the  troops 
lireftking  in  disastrous  rout,  and  leaving  many  officers 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  colored  division  lost 
abeul  twelve  hundred,  while  the  total  loss  in  the  corps 
was  set  down  at  five  thousand,  the  white  troops  having 
had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  fighting  when  the  foltnet 
fell  back. 


470  ^^^    IRISH    BBI9ADS. 


CHAPTER  XXVn. 


Rebels  again  invade  Maryland  and  PennaylTaniA. — ^Ezploaionof  a£eM 
mine  at  Petersburg. — ^Explosion  of  ammunition  at  City  Point. — Seeond 
expedition  to  Deep  Bottom. — Casnaltiea. 


Eablt  in  AngiiBt  the  rebels,  under  Generals  Eaily 
and  Breckinridge,  again  invaded  Maryland  and  Penn- 
gylvania.    The  troops  stationed  in  the  Shenandoih 
were  driven  back  with  heavy  loss,  after  a  fierce  reafit- 
ance  to  the  invaders,  who  penetrated  as  &r  as  Cham- 
bersbnrg,  which  they  laid  in  ashes.    The  object  of  the 
raid  being  to  secnre  the  rich  crops  of  the  Shenandoah, 
and  this  having  been  accomplished,  the  en^ny  gndur 
ally  recrossed  the  river  and  returned  leisurely  down 
the  valley.     Just  then  General  Phil.  Sheridan,  who 
had  been  in  conunand  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  command  of 
the  department  of  the  Potomac,  and  without  a  Aio- 
ment's  delay,  prepared  to  follow  them  up  with  his 
usual  energy. 

In  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  the  movement  at 
Deep  Bottom,  the  Irish  Brigade  had  some  rest  fixmi 
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actave  military  operations.  It  was,  however,  sufficient- 
ly near  the  enemy  to  be  kept  constantly  on  the  alert, 
and  on  several  occasions  the  men  were  killed  and 
wounded  in  their  huts,  which,  owing  to  their  dose 
proximity,  and  for  greater  security,  were  made  like 
bomb-proo&,  mostly  under  ground. 

On  the  8th  of  August  a  rebel  mine  was  exploded  in 
front  of  the  FifUi  Corps,  which,  however,  did  no  great 
damage,  and  the  casualties  were  few. 

At  City  Point  occurred  a  fearful  explosion  of  ammu- 
nition on  an  ordnance  barge,  causing  immense  de- 
struction of  life,  and  property  to  the  amount  of  several 
millions.  The  Twentieth  K  Y.  S.  M.  suffered  very 
severely. 

On  the  18th  of  August  the  Brigade  received  sudden 
orders  to  accompany  the  Corps  on  another  expedition, 
the  object  of  which  was  at  first  involved  in  a  good  deal 
of  mystery.  The  troops  were  to  carry  all  their  bag- 
gage, and  take  transports  at  City  Point  for  their  desti- 
nation. Accordingly,  the  line  of  march  was  taken 
from  the  arid  and  uncomfortable  plains  of  Petersburg, 
and  about  noon  the  various  conmiands  bivouacked 
around  City  Point,  and  inmiediately  after  scnne  light 
refreshment  proceeded  on  board  the  transports,  which 
forthwith  steamed  down  the  James  Biver,  as  if  their 
<A)ject  was  to  leave  Petersbui^  and  Biohmond  behind 
tbemr— for  a  time,  at  least    Meantime,  conjecture  was 
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busy  88  to  the  destination  of  l3ie  corps ;  soine  ilionglit 
that  it  was  to  be  transferred  to  Maryland,  nnder  Sheri- 
dan, and  others  that  l^orth  Carolina  was  to  be  their 
future  camping-gronnd ;  but  the  favorite  and  mm 
agreeable  supposition  appeared  to  be,  that  Che  corps 
was  to  return  to  Waslnngton  for  the  purpose  of 
recruiting  its  decimated  r^gimentd,  i^d  thus  the 
most  pleasant  anticipati<m0  wete  ^tertained  in  ticNr 
of  the  expected  change.  But  these  flatteriiag  ex- 
pectations  were  soon  doomed  to  disiippointmettt.  Ihe 
fleet  shortly  anchored  for  the  night  ne»ly  opposite 
Wilson's  Landing,  about  twelve  niile^  below  the  Point 
Here  they  remained  quietly  that  evening  nntil  aboof 
midnight,  when  the  anchors  were  weighed,  the  engines 
reversed,  and  the  ^eet  returned  up  the  river,  and  about 
dawn  of  the  14th  reached  tiie  weB-known  banks  of 
Beep  Bottom.  The  iriystcay  was  itcf9^  tolved;  The 
troops  disembark,  the  line  of  march  is  forined,  and 
forward  is  the  word.  After  a  short  inai^  fhe  lTeo|)ri 
halt  for  a  hasty  breakftist,  and  agam:  starH  toward!^ 
Bichmond.  Afbei^  about  two  hours'  steady  m»eiittgV 
utider  a  blazing  sun,  the  divi^ib  edihdiSf  ^tHin  rai^ 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  mounted  6b  formidable  eurth- 
works,  advantageously  situated  on  elevated  ridges  that 
appeared  almost  imp^r^nablo.  The  battmes  open 
fdriouriy^  while  dkot  and  shell  and  a  steady  fire  qX 
mwketty  iiiMttM  every  mo^Mtit  te^  awrfhlfatg  fM 
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remziaiit  of  a  dnce  j^owerftQ  divisiim.  With  admirable 
cooInesA  and  nncciioem  the  veterans  climb  the  steep 
ascent)  bent  almost  double  fof  the  effort,  gain  the  crest 
<if  the  first  ridgO)  from  which  the  enemy's  front  line 
are  didodged  wlthont  a  shot  fired.  A  little  further  on 
is  a  line  of  rifle-pitd  swarming  with  the  enemy,  firom 
which  a  continued  ftisilade  is  poured  on  the  devoted 
band,  who  push  forward  with  the  same  grim  steadiness, 
and  still  without  a  shot,  charge^  with  a  shont  thiat 
o6mpleiely  drowned  the. loudest  dm  of  shot  and  shell, 
and  Whitworth  bolt  and  rattling  roar  of  musketry: 
with  B  rush  like  a  sweeping  tempest  this  handful  of 
Irish  soldiers  spring  upon  the  foe,  and  the  line  of  works 
is  oiim  An  unusual  stillness  succeeds,  and  General 
Barlow^  dismounted  with  his  staff,  just  beneath  the 
crest  of  the  first  ridge,  started  up  from  his  reclining 
posHioti  to  ascertain  the  cause.  With  a  malignant 
satisfhotion,  diaracterlstic  of  a  narrow  intellect,  he  sud- 
denly exclaimed,  "  That  d— — d  Irish  Brigade  has  bro- 
ken at  last  I"  Just  as  he  uttered  the  words,  a  mount- 
ed officer  rode  up  to  the  gf  oup  in  time  to  catch  their 
import,  and  Adjutant  Smith,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  who 
happened  to  be  the  rider,  covered  with  sweat  and  black 
with  the  smoke  of  battle,  promptly  and  manfully, 
almost  disdainftdly,  replied,  ^^  General,  the  Irish  Bri- 
gade has  taken  the  first  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  and 
I  hafve  eome  back  for  further  orders."    The  g^neiral 


474  THB    JBISS    BBIQADH. 

was  BO  confounded  at  the  Bndden  contradiction  of  his 
spiteful  slander,  that  for  a  considerable  period  he  did 
not  regain  his  self-possession.  The  general,  thou^ 
commonly  counted  a  brave,  fearless  soldier,  as  his  pre- 
vious career  would  certainly  indicate,  was  exceedingly 
unpopular,  not  only  with  the  Brigade,  to  which  he 
rarely  omitted  an  opportunity  of  showing  his  dislike 
by  the  exhibition  of  many  petty  acts  pf  tyranny  and 
persecution,  but  with  the  whole  division,  by  his  reck- 
less management  of  a  splendid  conmiand.  Even  to 
his  immediate  staff  he  was  rude  and  overbearing,  fre* 
quently  and  needlessly  risking  their  lives  in  the  exe- 
cution of  many  useless  commissions. 

After  this  engagement,  which  took  place  near  the 
Kew  Market  Boad  to  Bichmond,  the  casualties  in  the 
Brigade  were  remarkably  small,  owing  as  much  to 
their  steadiness  and  coolness  as  to  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  assault  was  made.  When  the  charge  was 
ordered  it  was  executed,  like  a  flash  scorching  and 
blinding  every  obstacle  within  its  range.  The  total 
losses  were  two  privates  killed,  and  twenty-one  wound- 
ed, Lieutenant  Harry  McQuade,  of  the  Sixty-ninth, 
alone  of  the  officers,  receiving  a  flesh  wound  of  the 
thigh.  In  the  Legion  the  losses,  though  greater,  were 
not  very  numerous;  on  the  march  several  had  been 
fatally  sun-struck. 

Shortly  after  the  diarge  made  by  the  Brigade  the 
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Second  Division,  especially  the  L^on  and  Oolonel 
Tom  Smyth's  brigade,  came  up  to  support  the  First. 
Smyth  himself  was  conspicuous  as  nsual,  riding  around 
in  front  of  his  brigade,  the  very  beau  ideal  of  a  chiy- 
alrio  soldier. 

On  the  15th,  part  of  the  Tenth  Corps,  under  Gen- 
eral Bimey,  composed  of  General  Terry's  division, 
commenced  the  attack  on  the  left  of  the  line,  near  the 
position  occupied  by  the  Second  Corps,  by  which  he 
naturally  expected  to  be  supported,  in  case  of  need. 
The  first  line  was  soon  carried,  together  with  an 
advanced  work  containing  four  8-inch  howitzers, 
which  were  brought  off  safely,  notwithstanding  fre- 
quent fierce  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  retake  them. 

The  Tenth  Corps  had  now  joined  its  right  with  the 
left  of  the  Second,  and  received  orders  to  withdraw 
during  the  night  and  mass  in  rear  of  the  latter ;  and 
when  this  was  satisfactorily  efiected,  the  remainder  of 
*,  d.,  .„  .pen.  i.  .J.^  fL  p»i«o.. 

On  the  16th,  the  Tenth  Corps  and  a  brigade  of  the 
Third  Division,  Second  Corps,  under  Colonel  Craig, 
were  chiefly  engaged,  capturing  the  enemy's  main 
works,  four  standards,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
prisoners.  Meantime  the  enemy,  receiving  re-enforce- 
ments from  their  right,  near  Petersburg,  massed 
heavy  columns  in  Birney's  front,  bore  down  on  him 
with  overwhelming  force,  both  in  front  and  flanks, 
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calling  OR  ouv  tfeopB  to  $itrtQDd«r«  Hsb  MMTef  Wfti  t 
cheer  and  a  volley  of  muAketij^  and  our  itieii  ftloKrly 
retired  to  the  captured  worki^  from  which  rtpeated  a^ 
tempts  failed  to  dislodge  them*  During  this  engage 
me'nt  General  Craig  of  the  Third  Division^  Second 
Corps,  was  shot  through  the  head«  At  length  thej 
found  a  weak  point  on  the  left  of  the  line,  from  whidi 
they  delivered  a  fatal  enillading  fire;  so,  to  save  S 
needless  losa  of  life^  our  men  were  compeiled  to  with- 
draw to  the  main  line^  distant  about  two  htfodltd 
yards* 

On  the  I7th^  nnder  a  fliig  of  truoe^  botb  ptrllsl 
buried  their  dead,  and  estidiated  the  varions  UmMI^ 
which  must  have  been  very  eoneiderabie  on  botb  Mm 

In  the  Legion,  Major  John  T.  J.  CoaVLerjj  aem  of 
Br.  E^  D.  Connery,  ex-coroner  of  Kew  Ycffk,  wail  vdm^ 
tally  wounded*  He  died  at  Washington,  S^ptemfael 
9th,  1864:. 
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AiHld  o/  the  #6ld6ii  Bidtroad.— ^a8cialtieB;~-t^r{B0Deri. 

On  f&d  l81&  of  Attgnst  the  f^h  Coi^  mdred  to 
Md  ll(n*osft  tiie  Weidon  Bikflroaid,  south  of  Fetersbnrg, 
B^ir  Reams'  StatioH,  and  having  takem  position,  th^ 
0€ichBl6«ioed  the  deetraction  of  the  road.  The  enemy 
MSKt  day  ^amd  down  in  fbixie  and  attaeked  our  troopi, 
bat  were  handsomely  repnlsed  at  first.  Meantime, 
the  Seeend  Oorps,  having  retnn^ied  from  Deep  Bottom, 
were  ordef^d  to  take  a  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Fifth,  amd  assist  in  the  work  of  destird^icMt  White 
the  First  and  Seeond  Divisions  of  the  Seeond  Goi^ 
Were  engaged  in  destroying  the  raibroad,  ffaey  irta^ 
saddeitly  attadkM  in  flsoik  and  rear.  Bom6  breast- 
WOrbt^  hAi  been  thrown  Up  at  Beams^  Station,  and  here 
^ejf  awailed  the  attadk  of  the  enemy,  who  assanlted 
<ho  poi^tion  three  times  and  were  eaeh  time  snecessfbl- 
)y  repnlsed.  Then  followed  a  desperate  charge,  dnring 
which  Aey  were  mown  down  by  the  steady  fire  from 
ear  br^faslwofk^,  but  they  pindked  on  with  the  most 
frantic  bravery,  and  the  right  centt^  having  given  way. 
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the  works  had  to  be  abandoned,  and  our  men  withdrew 
to  a  neighboring  wood,  from  which  thej  sabseqnently 
made  another  sally  on  the  enemy ;  but  night  coming 
on,  terminated  the  conflict. 

In  this  disastrous  fight  the  Brigade  and  Legion  soi^ 
fered  very  severely,  but  their  greatest  losses  were  in 
the  number  of  prisoners.  The  renmant  of  the  Brigade, 
led  by  Major  Byron,  fought  magnificently,  and  Gten- 
eral  Miles  has  testified  to  the  fact  that  the  rebels  on 
their  front  were  throwing  down  their  arms,  preliminary 
to  surrender,  when  another  brigade  stationed  near 
them  gave  way,  and  thus  encouraged  the  enemy,  who 
pottred  in  on  aU  sides  in  overwhelmmg  numbers,  and 
finally  compelled  them  to  fall  back. 

The  principal  casualties  were,  in  the  Irish  Brigade: 
Adjutant  J.  J.  Smith,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  who  thus  far 
seemed  to  have  had  a  charmed  life,  severely  woxmded 
in  the  leg;  Adjutant  Bermingham,  Eighty-eighth; 
Lieutenant  John  Miles,  Twenty-eighth  MassachuisettB, 
wounded;  Captain  Nowlan,  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth  Pennsylvania,  killed.  Major  Byron,  of  the 
Eighty-eighth,  commanding  Brigade;  Lieutenant  K 
O'Connor,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  and  others,  were  captured. 

Of  the  corps  stafi^.  Captain  Brownson,  A.  D.  C,  a 
brave  officer  and  a  universal  favorite,  was  killed,  and 
Colonel  Walker,  A.  A.  G.,  who  had  risen  from  the 
ranks,  taken  prisoner 
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CoBOosAiir  Legion. — Of  the  disasters  which  occurred 
in  the  Corcoran  Irish  Legion,  in  the  same  battle,  the 
fi>Ilowing  letter,  dated  Sunday,  August  28th,  gives  the 
best  description  we  have  seen.  It  was  addressed  to 
ICr.  Matthew  Byrne,  of  Buffalo,  brother  of  lieutenant- 
Colonel  Byrne,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  New 
York  Volunteers : 


FrebnD  Matthew — ^I  now  nndertake  the  painful  dutj  of  infona 
ing  70a  of  the  severe  Iocb  onr.  Brigade  met  with  on  Thursdaj,  25th. 
That  daj  the  first  and  second  divisions  of  our  corps  hij  at  Reams' 
Station,  on  the  Weldon  Bailroad — about  five  thousand  five  hundred 
muskets— our  division  (Gibbon's)  being  very  small— and  twelve 
pieces  of  artiUerj,  with  some  cavalry  under  General  Gregg,  Gen- 
eral Hancock  commanding  the  whole.  Earlj  in  the  morning  our 
pickets  were  driven  in  at  all  points,  and  the  rebel  sharpshooters 
annoyed  our  batteries  considerably.  Then  commenced  the  fight  in 
reality.  We  lay  on  the  right  angle  of  the  first  division.  The  enemy 
charged  six  times  on  our  right,  and  were  repulsed  with  slaughter. 
But  then  they  brought  up  their  batteries,  I  should  say  twenty  or 
twenty-five  pieces,  and  opened  on  us  simultaneously.  They  were  in 
such  force  they  overlapped  our  line  on  the  right  and  left,  and  came 
up  in  our  rear.  Then  commenced  the  daughter.  From  front  and 
rear  they  came  swarming  in  with  their  yells,  and  seizing  the  artil- 
leiy,  turned  it  immediately  on  our  men.  The  lieutenant-colonel  was 
captured  whUe  endeavoring  to  get  the  men  to  stand  by  the  guns. 
Captain  McConvey  was  wounded  severely  and  carried  about  a  mile, 
when  the  men  who  were  carrying  him  had  to  leave  him,  as  the 
.  rebels  were  in  our  rear,  and  right  on  top  of  us.  He  gave  his  money 
to  the  adjutant  of  the  one  Hundred  and  Fifty-second  New  York,  who 
was  captured  with  it  afterwards,  and  Captain  McConvey,  also,  taken 
prisoner.  Captains  Doran,  Page,  Pelouze,  Quintz,  Flynn,  Hartford, 
and  Davis  were  captured.  lieutenant  Quinn  was  wounded  in  the 
arm,  and  got  ofil    We  lost  forty-one  men  out  of  seventy-five.    Com« 
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pucf  I  lost  Jtm&B  Ckok,  P.  Draoiili^  dbd  BftTid  BiMb^  toMtog ;  J. 
Rjan  and  George  Barry  wounded,  bat  got  off  the  field.  Gompanj 
K  lost  Sergeant  McGowan,  P.  iQeman,  Amengo  Bogert^  JamM 
Cotter,  P.  Dolan,  Loafs  Katrick,  missing ;  flergeant  fkfjmxfof  irii 
eapfeoradf  bat  got  acwaj  igaiii.  The  One  Hoadred  and  &xtj4saA 
has  only  one  officer  left — Captain  Borke.  Thomas  Oantwell  mB 
wounded,  and  got  offl  The  Brigade  loss  was  ^ve  hundred  men. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Beventieth  has  one  officer  and  aboot  th!rt)r 
men  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty.  We  saved  oar  edoini,  so  did  the 
Sixty-ninth  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth. 

Prisoners  taken  told  our  officers  that  we  were  fighting  Hill's 
whole  corps,  and  two  divi^ons  of  Beauregard's  command.  I  hope 
and  trust  that  my  comrades  and  yout  friends  will  not  be  let  rot  !tt 
a  Confederate  prison.  They  captured  from  tiB  eight  or  ten  ptoMi 
of  artillery  and  one  thousand  teven  hundred  prisoners. 

Many  of  our  troops  would  not  leave  the  pits  at  all,  prefening 
capture  and  imprisonment  to  running  the  chances  of  getting  out 
from  xmder  the  destructive  artillery  fire  that  was  oonceiitfated  M 
us  from  an  points  front  and  reaf ,  right  and  left  Genettl  Hancodk 
1^  a  charge  in  person  on  the  right,  and  General  GFibbon  expcwd 
himself  fearlessly,  but  the  day  was  gone  against  the  noble  Second 
Corps.  Captain  Emblee,  of  Gfeneral  Gibbon's  staff,  led  the  OfiB 
Hundred  and  Sixty-lburth  and  thd  Eighth  Ndw  York  artill^ 
troops  on  the  charge ;  but  it  Was  xfsdlesd,  aA  at  that  time  the  mbmf 
were  swin^g  in  our  rear,  "fheir  artillery  checked  ih^  re«r  hm 
capturing  more  of  us,  ad  they  mowed  down  their  own  men  wltii 
the  airtillery  they  captured  and  ttumedt  on  us.  I  hope,  d6ar  frittid, 
that  I  win  never  get  in  such  another  "tight  place.**  OlenesM  &tb- 
bon  cried  ;  Hancock  to-day  aud  yesterday  wfll  let  ho  6he  approidi 
him.  This  is  the  first  time  the  old  corps  was  cvei^  whip^;  biit 
the  odds  were  three  to  one  in  artinery  and  men.  I  have  tried  io 
give  you  as  true  a  statement  as  possible.  Charley  Priest  is  silb ; 
also  the  foUowing  men  of  Companies  I  and  K :  Seifgeant  P.  KeDy, 
Sergeant  Opping,  Sergeant  Seymour,  John  Donohue,  William  Hef- 
feman,  Allan  Gray,  James  Griffin,  John  Monohan,  Dan  Frawlef, 
and  John  Gallaher ;  we  have  four  officers  and  thirty-eight  men  left, 
show  this  letter  to  Captain  McNiUly  when  ftstL  get  tbrfmgh. 
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Dr.  Hasbronck,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth,  was  ordered 
to  take  charge  of  the  wounded.  When  he  comes  back,  I  may  find 
something  more  definite  in  relation  to  the  lieutenant-colonel  and  the 
men.  If  so,  I  will  let  you  know  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Hoping 
you  will  have  patience,  and  take  the  brightest  side  of  the  picture, 

I  remain  your  friend. 

Dean  Wilson, 
Second-Lieutenant,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth,  N.  Y.  S.  V. 


Captain  Emblee,  above  alluded  to,  was  a  gallant 
Irish  officer,  who  had  served  in  the  Eighty-second 
B^ment  New  York  Volnnteers.  The  following  is  an 
official  statement  of  the  casualties  among  the  officers 

of  the  Legion  on  the  above-named  battle-field : 

.  Onb  Hundbed  and  Sbybntesth  New  York  Yolunteebs. — 
Major  J.  B.  DonneUy,  wounded  and  prisoner;  Captain  James  H. 
Keely,  Captain  Turner,  Adjutant  Dunne,  lieutenants  Qtdgley  and 
Whelan,  also  wounded  and  prisoners.  The  command  went  into  the 
fight  some  seventy  strong,  and  lost  more  than  half. 

SiXTY-NiNTn  N.  Y.  S.  M. — Captain Whelpley,  killed;  Lieutenant 
D.  Sweeney,  kiUed;  Captain  Canton  and  Lieutenant  OTarrell, 
wounded ;  Lieutenant  E.  Eelly,  captured. 

One  Hundbed  and  Fifty-fipth  New  Yobk  Yolunteebs. — 
Major  Byrne,  Captains  Page,  Doran,  Pelouze,  and  Lieutenant 
CFlynn,  capt^ired. 

One  Hundbed  ani>  Sjxtt-foubth  New  Yobk  Yolunteebs. — 
Major  Beatty,  Captains  Eelly,  Heame,  O'Reilly,  and  others,  cap- 
tured. 

The  Legion  numbered  after  the  fight  about  two 
hundred  men. 

21 
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OHAPTES  XXIX. 

ADDivenary  of  the  Brigade. — Generals  Meagher,  Hancook,,  Biney,  Oil>* 

bona,  Mott,  De  Trobriand,  etc,  preaent. 

Eaelt  in  September  eeyeral  viaitorB  sojourned  with 
the  Brigade,  among  whom  was  General  Meagher,  ivbo 
had  been  on  a  visit  to  Gteneral  Hancock,  and  was  then 
preparing  to  start  for  the  Southwest,  to  report  to  Qm- 
eral  Sherman.     The  occasion  was  deemed  a  favcnraUd 
one  to  extemporize  a  celebration  in  memory  of  tihe 
formation  of  the  Brigade ;  and,  accordingly,  a  commit- 
tee of  officers  met  together  hastily  on  the  evening  of 
the  8d,  and  arranged  the  preliminaries  for  an  annive^ 
sary  celebration  next  day,  which  happened  to  be  Sun- 
day.   This    committee    were    Captain    John  Smith, 
Eighty-eighth,  chairman;  Lieutenant  John  O.  Foley, 
Sixty-ninth,  secretary ;  Captain  Benjamin,  Sixty-third; 
Dr.  Powell,  Eighty-eighth ;  Dr.  JPurcell,  Sixty-ninth ; 
Captain    Desmond,  Eighty-eighth ;    Lieutenant   Mo- 
Quade,  Sixty-third;   Lieutenant  Clarke,   Sixty-ninth 
Invitations  were  dispatched  in  all  directions,  and  at 
the  appointed  time  quite  a  large  and  distinguished 
company  was  assembled  to  do  honor  to  the  occasioiL 
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Among  these  were  Generals  Hancock,  Bimej,  Meagher, 
Gibbons,  Mott,  Miles,  De  Trobriand,  etc. 

At  eight  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  company  began  to 
arrive  in  camp,  which  was  enlivened  by  music  from 
the  division  band,  under  the  accomplished  Higgins, 
from  Boston.  A  solemn  High  Mass  was  first  celebra- 
ted by  the  chaplains,  the  Bev.  Fathers  Willet  and 
Corby,  at  which  the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  Bri- 
gade and  their  guests  assisted — the  several  regiments 
attending  under  their  respective  officers,  and  the  band 
furnishing  appropriate  music.  At  the  conclusion 
Father  Corby  spoke,  at  length,  on  the  duties  which, 
as  soldiers,  the  Irish  Brigade  owed  to  their  race,  creed, 
and  adopted  country ;  how  by  morality  and  proper 
Christian  deportment  they  should  furnish  an  example 
to  others,  and  thus  be  a  credit,  not  alone  to  them- 
selves, but  an  honor  to  their  nativity.  As  to  their 
military  duties,  he  would  forbear  to  speak,  but  would 
leave  that  subject  to  the  proper  officers.  Of  their 
higher  and  holier  obligations,  it  was  his  peculiar  prov- 
ince to  continue  to  remind  them.  He  concluded  a 
very  able  and  elegant  discourse,  by  trusting  they 
would  perform  all  their  duties,  while  in  the  service,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  earn  for  themselves  the  approval 
of  their  own  consciences,  the  esteem  of  their  fellow- 
soldiers,  and  then  return  to  private  life,  respected  and 
uaefol  citisons. 
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After  Mass  the  visitors  were  conducted  to  the  ban- 
quet hall,  composed  of  a  raised  platform,  tastefully 
decorated  with  evergreens,  and  ornamented  with 
banners,  flags,  guidons  and  other  military  insignia. 
Here  the  company  partook  of  a  plentiful  collation, 
which,  if  not  as  elegant  as  Delmonico  conld  furnish, 
made  up  the  deficiency  in  abundance  of  hospitality. 

Assembled  in  front  were  the  soldiers  generally,  who 
had  been  specially  exempted  from  military  duty,  in 
honor  of  the  occasion.  Altogether,  it  was  a  scene  of 
gayety  and  general  enjoyment,  distinctively  charac- 
teristic of  Irish  gatherings. 

After  the  collation  the  company  made  their  appea^ 
ance  on  the  platform,  and  the  generals  were  greeted 
with  a  round  of  cheers,  again  and  again  repeated. 

When  the  applause  had  subsided,  General  Meagher 
was  introduced  by  Dr.  Reynolds,  and  the  cheering  was 
again  renewed.  Upon  order  being  restored,  the  gen- 
eral proceeded  to  address  them,  and  said  he  did  not 
come  there  to  make  a  speech,  but  to  bear  testimony  to 
the  truth.  He  was  glad  they  had  anticipated  him  by 
cheering  General  Hancock,  who  had  so  well  and  suc- 
cessfully led  them  to  victory  on  many  a  battle-field. 
He  did  not  come  there  to  speak  to  them  on  political 
subjects,  as  he  was  prohibited  from  so  doing,  so  long 
as  he  wore  his  uniform ;  but  he  would  revert  to  the 
past,  and  for  a  brief  period  indulge  in  some  of  its 
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pleasant  reminiscences.  It  was  on  that  day,  three 
years  ago,  he  received  a  commission  from  Secretary 
Cameron,  to  raise  an  Irish  Brigade — "Irish"  was 
specifically  mentioned — and  he  was  proud  to  say  that 
they  had  never  disgraced  the  high  position  which  he 
had  taken  for  them.  He  had,  as  it  were,  pledged 
himself  that  they  would  never  violate  the  trust  which 
had  been  placed  in  them  by  the  land  of  their  adop- 
tion ;  and  he  was  proud  to  boast  that,  from  that  day 
up  to  the  present,  they  had  not  abused  his  confidence. 
Every  battle-field,  from  Bull  Eun  to  Reams'  Station, 
but  added  another  laurel  to  the  wreath  which  this  war 
would  transfer  for  them  to  posterity.  They  had  re- 
deemed all  his  pledges,  and  had  won  for  themselves 
undying  glory.  They  had  proved  themselves  worthy 
descendants  of  their  forefathers,  both  in  valor  and 
patriotism;  and  he  was  proud  to  say  that  no  other 
country  had  contributed  so  much  to  the  honor  of  the 
flag  of  America  as  Ireland.  Not  a  star  had  been 
shaded  by  them — it  had  lost  nothing  of  its  lustre  by 
floating  beside  the  green  flag  of  Erin,  and  he  hoped 
America  would  not  forget  it.  There  was  another 
thing  which  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  his 
hearers  to,  and  that  was  the  fact  that  the  Irish  Brigade 
had  never  lost  a  color,  notwithstanding  the  many  try- 
ing ordeals  through  which  they  had  passed ;  and  to-day, 
as  that  day  three  years  ago,  the  same  green  flag  waved 
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Bide  by  side  with  the  same  American  flag  over  thdr 
heads.  When  he  was  coming  amongst  them  he  ex- 
pected to  meet  some  of  his  old  friends  in  arms,  bat 
he  was  sorry  to  say  that  he  could  notice  but  very  few 
familiar  faces  there.  He  knew  and  felt  the  sad 
change ;  but  he  also  knew  that  they  died  and  suffered 
in  a  noble  cause,  and  that  was  an  alleviation  of  the 
pangs  which  he  might  otherwise  feel.  He  would  say 
no  more  to  them,  as  he  did  not  intend  to  make  a 
speech,  but  would  conclude  by  calling  for  three  cheers 
for  Major-General  Hancock. 

When  these  were  given  with  a  hearty  will.  General 
Hancock  rose  in  answer  to  the  repeated  calls  of  the 
auditory,  and  delivered  a  short  address,  dignified  and 
soldierly,  which  was  frequently  interrupted  by  ap- 
plause. 

General  Miles,  being  loudly  called  on,  said  he  had 
not  intended  to  address  them  at  all,  but  he  wa&  glad 
to  have  an  opportunity  to  bear  testimony  to  the  un- 
flinching bravery  of  the  Irish  troops  on  all  occasions, 
and  particularly  to  that  of  the  Brigade  at  the  most 
recent  battle — that  of  Reame'  Station.  He  was  a  wit- 
ness to  it  on  that  occasion ;  he  saw  them  hold  their 
position  against  the  advancing  foe ;  and  so  destructive 
was  their  resistance,  that,  after  the  determined  enemy 
had  tried,  but  tried  in  vain,  to  force  the  position  held 
by  the  Irish  troops,  he  could  see  him  laying  down  his 
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arms,  when  the  troops  broke  on  the  left  of  the  Brigade. 
The  rebels  suffered  fearfully  at  the  hands  of  the  Bri- 
gade ;  and  it  was  not  its  fault  that  Eeams'  Station 
oould  not  be  claimed  as  an  undisputed  victory. 

Oenaral  Miles  took  occasion  to  pay  a  very  handsome 
compliment  ta  Oaptain  Benjamin,  of  the  Sixty-third, 
lor  bravery  displayed  while  on  picket  at  Beams' 
Station  during  the  day  of  the  fight.  Captain  Benja- 
min, with,  his  little  band,  was  driven  back  three 
times,  and  cut  off  from  our  lines  once;  but,  owing 
to  his  coolness  and  good  judgment,  managed  to 
effect  his  escape  and  hold  the  position.  Sergeant 
McHugh,  of  his  regiment,  and  a  boy  belonging  to  the 
Seventh  New  York,  were  captured  by  a  rebel  cavalry, 
man,  but  Captain  Benjamin  followed  them  up  until 
one  of  his  men  shot  the  captor's  horse,  and  he  was 
forced  to  fly  for  his  own  safety.  Thus,  by  the  bravery 
of  Captain  Benjamin,  Sergeant  McHugh  and  the  boy 
were  recaptured. 

Short  addresses  were  delivered  by  Ghenerals  Gibbon, 
Bimey,  Mott,  and  De  Trobriand,  who  humorously  re- 
marked that  his  Irishmen  claimed  him  as  one  of  them, 
by  changing  his  cognotnen,  which  they  insisted  was 
originally  Irish,  and  but  slightly  Frenchified.  Thus, 
Be  Trobriand  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  D.  T.  E. 
O'Brien,  a  name  quite  familiar  in  Thomond,  Ormond, 
and  Desmond.    Finally  Dr.  L.  Reynolds  made  a  stir- 


488  ^^^     IRISH     BRIGADE. 

» 

ring  speech,  full  of  his  nsnal  wit,  eloquence,  poetiy, 
and  patriotism. 

Col.  Tom  Smyth  arrived  late  in  the  evening,  having 
been  detained  by  argent  military  dnties,  just  when  the 
Eighty-eighth  were  receiving  their  quota  of  the  dilated 
commissary  with  which  they  were  moderately  regaled 
in  honor  of  the  anniversary.  Inmiediately  on  his  ap- 
pearance, the  men,  forgetftd  of  their  engrossing  ooca- 
pation,  crowded  around  to  greet  their  former  and  be- 
loved commander,  while  Smyth,  who  would  rather  £eu» 
a  battery  than  make  a  speech,  waved  his  hand  and  re- 
tired with  more  precipitancy  from  his  friends  than  he 
ever  did  from  his  foes. 

A  gratifying  incident  of  the  celebration  is  recorded 
by  Dr.  L.  .Beynolds,  who  states  that  General  Hancock 
informed  him  that  as  soon  as  he  had  received  the  Doc- 
tor's song,  "  There's  not  a  star  for  you,  Tom  Smyth," 
he  immediately  wrote  to  "Washington,  recommending 
Col.  Smyth  for  promotion,  which  recommendation  he 
took  care  to  h&ve  indorsed  by  General  Meade,  and 
also  by  General  Grant.  "So,'*  added  the  general, 
^^  you  may  inform  him  that  his  commission  may  arrive 
at  any  moment."  The  conmiission  soon  came,  and  in 
honor  of  its  reception  General  Smyth  received  several 
handsome  presents  from  his  military  friends.  A  full 
uniform,  including  sword,  belt,  and  pistols,  a  beautiful 
horse  from  his  staff-ofBcers,  and  another  magnificent 
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charger  from  the  soldiers  of  the  Sixty-third  Regiment. 
He  also  received  a  third  horse  from  his  own  regiment, 
the  First  Delaware. 

The  festivities  were  at  length  brought  to  a  close,  and 
the  company  separated,  highly  pleased  with  the  day's 
entertainment. 

Late  that  evening  news  was  received  of  the  capture 
of  Fort  Morgan,  near  Mobile,  on  which  a  general  con- 
gratulatory order  was  issued  from  Army  Headquar- 
ters. 

21* 
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CHAPTER  XXX. 

Letten  from  Prison. — MovementB  on  the  right  and  left. 

DuBDra  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  September 
nothing  of  note  occurred  in  the  Brigade,  beyond  the 
usual  routine  of  guard  and  picket  duty,  whicli  were, 
however,  at  this  time,  ahnost  as  bad  as  constant  skui- 
mishing,  and  so  exposed  was  the  position  of  the  camp, 
that  very  frequently  both  men  and  officers  were  killed 
and  wounded  in  their  tents  and  quarters. 

Several  letters  were  received  at  this  time  from  the 
officers  and  men  captured  on  the  22d  of  June,  and  the 
25th  of  August,  at  Keams'  Station,  on  the  "Weldon 
road.  From  these  we  learned  that  Captain  Maurice 
Wall,  Sixty-ninth,  and  Lieutenant  Grainger,  of  the 
Eighty-eighth,  were  then  in  Charleston,  from  which 
place  they  subsequently  escaped  into  General  Fos- 
ter's lines,  after  suffering  severe  hardships  and  en- 
countering numerous  adventures. 

Major  Byron  wrote  the  follovdng  characteristic 
letter  from  Eichmond,  where  our  gay  and  fietscinating 
friend  was  fitted  to  his  heart's  content,  as  the  last  living 
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\  ypresentatiye  of  the  Byron  peerage,  notwithstanding 
1  le  earnest  protestations  of  several  soar  and  malig- 
21  ant  editors,  who  were  highly  indignant  that  snch  an- 
nual courtesy  should  be  extended  to  any  Yankee  offi- 
cer by  the  elite  of  Southern  aristocracy.  Doubtless 
owing  to  his  good  looks,  gallant  demeanor,  and  favor 
with  the  ladies,  the  major  was  soon  restored  to  liberty. 

LxBBT  Prison,  Richmond,  Va.,  Sept.  8, 1864 
Mt  dear  L :  No  doubt  jou  have  heard  ere  this  that  I  am  en- 
joying the  hospitality  of  "  Libbj/'  or,  as  the  Richmond  EnquifnT 
haa  been  pleased  to  term  it,  "permitted  to  exyoj  its  freedom." 
"WeU,  I  have  not  mnch  to  complain  of  as  yet :  I  anticipated  wcwse. 
Lynch  and  Connor,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  and  Concklin,  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth,  with  a  number  of  the  "  Legion,"  partake  of  the  same  privi- 
leges ;  and  although  they  cannot  appreciate  them,  they  rest  gloomily 
content — a  matter  of  absolute  necessity.    WaU  and  Ghrangor  haTO 
been- sent  farther  South. 
Send  the  indoeed  note  to  Dr.  Powell,  of  my  regiment,  and  oblige 
Tour  friend,  -  John  Whttbeead  Btbon, 

Major  88th  N.  Y.  V.  I.  B. 

The  accompanying  notes  were  received  from  Colonel 
Bymei  of  the  Legion,  and  Captain  Maurice  Wall,  of 
the  Brigade,  aboat  the  same  i>eriod : 

Lebbt  Pbiboh,  RiCHH(»n>,  Va.,  Aug.  28, 1864. 
Mt  dear  Brothebt— I  azriyed  at  the  above  place  yestezday  evening, 
and  in  good  health  and  spirits.  I  received  no  wound  in  the  battle 
of  the  25th ;  Gapt.  McConvey  was  severely  wounded,  and  1  have 
since  learned  that  he  died  from  its  eflfectp.  If  such  is  the  case,  I  am 
sorry,  and  I  hope  it  may  be  otherwise.  About  thirty  of  our  regi- 
ment were  taken  prisonersi  six  of  whom  are  officers :  Capt.  Doran, 
Gi^.  Page,  Lieut.  YYjvsl^  lieut  Davis,  Ueai  Siit^ofd*  and  your 
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hnmble  servant.  Gapt.  Eellj  and  lieat.  OantweU,  of  the  One  Him- 
dred  and  Sixty-fourth,  are  also  prisoners  here,  taken  at  the  same 
lime.  Capt.  Granger  of  the  One  Hundredth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  is  alBoher& 
All  seem  to  be  first-rate  and  looking  welL  I  cannot  state  the  length 
of  time  I  am  to  remain  in  this  place.  Neither  can  I  state  the  time  I 
may  be  exchanged.  Bat  I  feel  satisfied  to  pnll  it  throngh  and  await 
my  fortune.  You  must  not  fret  or  feel  discontented,  for  I  assure  joa 
I  am  all  right.  John  Btbnb, 

lieut-Col.  165th  N.  Y.  V.,  Irish  Legion. 

GHABiiBSTON  Jail,  Sept.  24, 1864 
My  dbab  Bbother — Since  I  became  a  prisoner — ^now  over  three 
months — ^I  have  not  received  a  word  from  yon  or  home,  and  I  can- 
not for  the  life  of  me  imagine  what  is  the  cause  of  it.    I  am  enjof* 
ing  good  health,  and  would  feel  in  much  better  spirits  if  I  could 
only  hear  from  home.    Our  present  abode  is  better  than  the  one 
we  were  in  when  last  I  vnrote  yon,  having  better  water,  more  room, 
and  an  improvement  in  our  food,  which  consists  of  corn-meal,  floor, 
and  bacon,  in  small  qnantities.    It  is  served  ont  to  us  for  ten  daji^ 
and  with  the  strictest  economy  we  can  make  it  last  about  nine ;  the 
other  day  is  devoted  to  cursing  the  Confederacy  and  our  misfortime 
in  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines.    Our  time  is  taken  xs^ 
principally,  in  cooking,  washing,  and  other  industrial  occupationa 
When  the  latter  duty  comes,  I  have  to  do  as  the  old  story  goefr— 
"  go  to  bed  while  your  shirt  is  drying ;"  an4>  as  to  tailoring,  I  have 
just  completed  an  elaborate  piece  on  the  bock  of  my  unmentionables; 
for  you  must  remember  that  this  is  the  part  most  used  to  hardship 
among  us  prisoners.    You  can  often  see  a  black  {Mints  with  a  blue 
seat,  and  nice  versa  ;  but  if  you  ask  its  wearer  what  is  the  reason  of 
the  change  in  colors,  he  will  probably  get  off  some  joke  by  stating 
he  belongs  to  the  horse-marines,  and  he  always  has  his  headquarten 
in  the  saddle. 

But  our  suflferings,  of  which  I  keep  all  to  myself  until  I  see  yoo, 
are  nothing  compared  with  those  of  the  enlisted  men  in  Anderson- 
ville,  Ga.  Up  to  the  30th  of  July,  there  were  10,000  men  buried 
there.  The  space  they  had  to  live  in  was  only  13  acres,  and  in  this 
pen  were  confined  some  80,000  of  our  poor  feUows.    The  wster 
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nmning  througli  this  was  of  a  swampy,  foul  nature ;  and  tliis  tliej 

were  compelled  to  wasli  in,  use  as  a ,  and  drink.    Many  men 

often  begged  of  the  guard  for  "  God's  sake"  to  shoot  them,  and  put 
them  out  of  pain,  they  being  smitten  by  disease,  with  no  shelter, 
.and  being  almost  devoured  with  vermin.  Oh,  God  I  the  horrors  of 
that  place,  if  told  in  detail,  would  make  the  blood  run  cold.  Of  the 
number  taken  with  me,  one-half  are  now  sleeping  their  last  sleep. 
Dear  Brother,  God  has  been  particularly  kind  to  me  in  sparing  me 

through  the  shock  of  battle  and  the  misery  of  a  prison-house. 

«««««««««  « 

I  will  await  anxiously  your  letter.  Address  it  to  Capt.  Burger, 
A.A.G.  of  Gen.  Foster ;  have  two  envelopes — ^the  one  addressed  to 
me,  leave  open,  and  do  not  say  any  thing  about  military  or  political 
movements. 

I  remain,  your  fond  brother,    '  Maxtbigb. 

In  the  Legion,  Captain  Jolin  Coonan,  a  dashing 
veteran  officer  of  the  Sixty-ninth  National  Guard,  was 
promoted  to  the  Lieutenant-Colonelcy.  In  the  Bri- 
gade, Captain  John  H.  Gleeson,  of  the  Sixty-third, 
was  promoted  to  the  majority  of  that  regiment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  every  one  was  startled 
by  the  news  that,  on  the  previous  night,  Wade  Hamp- 
ton, with  a  considerable  force  of  cavalry,  had  captured 
nearly  three  thousand  beeves  from  the  rear  of  the 
army  ;  and,  though  pursued  by  our  cavalry  and  some 
infantry,  succeeded  in  making  good  his  escape. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  various  successful 
and  unsuccessful  movements  took  place  on  the  right 
and  left  of  the  line. 

During  the  night  of  the  28th,  the  Tenth  and  Eigh- 
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teenth  Corps  crossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  James; 
and  next  morning  the  Eighteenth  Corps,  under  Gen- 
eral Ord,  carried  the  outer  line  of  works  below  Chap- 
in's  Farm.  In  this  action,  Fort  Harrison — containing 
sixteen  guns — and  over  two  hundred  prisoners  were 
captured.  The  Tenth  Corps,  under  Birney,  at  the 
same  time  assaulted  and  carried  the  works  on  New- 
market Heights,  and  Kautz,  with  the  cavalrj,  rec(»i- 
noitred  within  two  miles  of  Richmond.  On  the  30th 
the  rebels  assaulted  a  weak  point  in  both  corps ;  bnt 
were  repulsed  with  great  slaughter.  On  the  left  the 
Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps  advanced  from  their  position 
on  the  Weldon  Eailroad,  and  encountered  the  enemy 
at  Peebles'  Farm,  where  an  attack  was  made  on  their 
position,  the  rebels  falling  back  to  their  fortificatioDB^ 
covering  the  Southside  Railroad.  Here  the  battle  was 
renewed,  and  a  brilliant  charge  made  on  the  workfl) 
which  failed.  As  the  Fifth  and  Kinth  Corps  with- 
drew, the  Confederates  made  a  counter-charge,  and, 
penetrating  the  Federal  lines,   took  a  considerable 

number  of  prisoners.  An  unsuccessful  attack  waB 
made  next  day  on  Ayres*  division  of  the  Fifth  Corps, 
and  in  the  afternoon  Hampton's  cavalry,  engaging 
Gregg's,  was  driven  back.  In  one  of  these  engage- 
ments Colonel  Welch,  of  the  Sixteenth  Michigan, 
commanding  a  brigade,  was  shot  dead  on  the  parapet 
of  the  enemy'a  works. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXI. 

Colonel  McGee  in  oommand  of  the  Brigade. — Mnstered  out. — Col.  Barko 
BucceedB. — Is  detached. — Contemporary  movemento. — ^Battle  of  Hatch- 
er's Bnn. — The  Legion  engaged. 

At  this  period  the  consolidated  regiments  were  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  James  E.  McGee,  who  had 
been  woanded  at  the  storming  of  Petersburg,  and 
had  subsequently  been  assisting  Oolonel  !Nngent  in 
the  reorganization  of  the  Brigade.  Colonel  McGee  had 
reported  to  his  regiment  early  in  September,  and  forth* 
with  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Brigades,  in  which  he  soon  became  exceed- 
ingly popular.  Indeed,  his  military  abilities  were  well 
known,  not  only  in  the  corps,  but  in  the  army  gener« 
ally.  On  the  19th  of  October  the  colonel  was  mus- 
tered out  of  service,  by  reason  of  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  three  years.  With  him  were  also  mustered 
out  Captain  Eichard  Moroney,  Adjutant  J.  J.  Smith, 
Quartermaster  Sullivan — all  of  the  Sixty-ninth  ;  Cap- 
tain Watts,  of  the  Sixty-third,  and  a  few  others — ^thus 
leaving  the  Brigade  almost  destitute  of  the  old  officers. 
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The  command  of  the  consolidated  regiments  then  de- 
volved on  Lieutenant-Colonel  Denis  F.  Burke,  of  the 
Eighty-eighth,  who  had  been  recently  promoted. 
After  this  nothing  of  moment  occurred  in  the  Bri- 
gade, with  the  exception  of  the  occasional  arrival  of 
recruits  from  New  York. 

In  the  army  itself  there  was  a  deep  quiet  until  Oc- 
tober 7,  when  the  enemy  made  an  attack  on  Terry's 
division  and  Eautz's  cavalry,  on  the  Darbytown 
road,  north  of  the  James.  Eautz,  outnumbered, 
had  to  withdraw,  losing  eight  guns.  Terry's  division, 
being  better  protected,  suffered  but  slightly,  maintain- 
ing its  position  and  driving  the  enemy  from  the  field, 
with  a  loss  to  them  of  one  thousand. 

During  the  latter  part  of  September,  Sheridan  had 
been  gradually  driving  the  enemy  out  of  the  Shenan- 
doah, destroying  all  the  grain  and  other  provisions  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Valley.  He  then  retreated, 
and  was  immediately  followed  up  by  Longstreet — 
who  had  succeeded  Early — ^and  by  Eosser's  cavalry. 
Sheridan  attacked  this  column  on'  the  0th,  and  gained 
a  complete  victory,  capturing  over  three  hundred 
prisoners,  eleven  guns,  and  forty-seven  wagons.  He 
then  fell  back  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  on  the  19th  the 
enemy,  under  Early,  again  attacked  in  force,  in  Sheri* 
dan's  absence,  turning  the  left  of  the  line,  driving  his 
army  four  miles,  and  capturing  twenty  pieces  of  ar^ 
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tillery.  Sheridan  amved  from  Winchester  about 
noon,  and  reformed  his  line,  when  the  attack  was 
again  renewed  bj  Early.  He  was  repulsed;  and 
at  3  p.  M,  Sheridan  attacked  the  enemy  with  great 
vigor,  driving  and  routing  them,  capturing  fifty 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  very  many  prisoners.  For 
this  exploit,  which  produced  a  most  thrilling  sensation 
of  gladness  everywhere,  Sheridan  was  officially  con- 
gratulated by  the  President,  and  immediately  pro- 
moted to  a  full  major-general's  commission  in  the 
regular  army,  vice  McClellan,  resigned. 

On  the  27th  of  October  movements  were  made 
both  on  the  right  and  left  flanks  of  the  army.  The 
main  attack  was  made  on  the  enemy's  right,  by  the 
Second,  Fifth,  and  Ninth  Corps.  The  Second,  with 
Gregg's  cavalry,  started  at  2  P.  m.  on  the  26th,  leav- 
ing only  Miles'  division  in  camp,  and  moved  south- 
westwardly  towards  Hatcher's  Run,  followed  by  the 
Fifth  and  Ninth  Corps.  The  next  morning,  Gregg, 
keeping  away  to  the  left,  skirmished  with  Hampton's 
cavalry  at  the  bridge  over  the  run,  and  isoon  joined 
the  Second  Corps,  which  had  reached  the  Boydton 
Plankroad.  The  run  was  crossed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  Second  Division,  under  General  Egan ; 
and  Mott,  with  the  Third  Division,  captured  the  rebel 
works  at  Armstrong  Mills;  but  Egan,  across  the 
run,  was  unsupported  by  Crawford's  division  of  the 
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Fifth  Corps,  which  failed  to  connect  with  the  Second. 
The  enemy,  taking  advantage  of  this,  attacked  Mott's 
division  about  four  p.  m.,  just  when  the  corps  was  about 
to  advance ;  so  Mott  was  driven,  and  Egan  thus  ex- 
posed, and  far  to  the  front,  was  given  up  for  lost.  He, 
however,  equal  to  the  emergency,  changed  front  and 
repulsed  the  enemy,  who  retreated,  leaving  nearly  a 
thousand  prisoners  in  his  hands.  In  this  engagement 
the  Second  and  Third  Divisions  lost  severely,  and  the 
Legion  had  several  killed  and  wounded.  The  follow- 
ing letters,  addressed  to  Colonel  M.  Murphy,  then  at 
home  on  sick  leave,  elucidate  the  part  taken  in  the 
engagement  by  the  Legion : 

SiXTT-NiNTH  Begimknt,  N.  Y.  N.  Or.  A.,  C.  L  L., 
Sboond  Bbigadb,  Second  Ditisiok,  Second  Cobf8| 
Near  Petkbsbubg,  Va.,  October  81, 18<W. 

CoLOiTEL  Matthew  Mxjrphy  : 

Deab  Friend — ^You  had  scarcely  reached  City  Point  when  an 
order  came  to  strike  tents  and  be  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's 
notice ;  but,  of  coarse,  as  it  usually  happens,  we  did  not  leave  camp 
xmtil  dark,  and  then  we  were  marched  and  counter-marched  nntil 
j9^f(i}^  three  A.  M.,  when  we  halted  in  front  of  the  Avery  House,  and 
re^QudnedL  th^  W^tU  nine  A.  M.,  when  we  were  again  marched  to 
the  ironvin  rear^i  corpe^h^idquarters.  We  remained  here  until 
the  eyenmgf'ofiiai^t0ChifiA6j^'Wh^^ti^the  rest  of  the  division, 
and  the  third  divisionF^jf^jOTU^g^jpf^gp  m^9^  *?  ^^  ^^  "^d 
halted  about  ten  F.  M.  on  &e  ^alifia:  J0a4>  &]>out  three  miles  from 
the  "  YeUow  Tavern."  We  rested  feM  tnwtWViyill^Jf  the  27th 
inst.,  when  we  continued  to  march  still  fortfaetetO'tite  left.  About 
five  A.  M.  our  skirmishers  engaged  those  of  the  rebels,  driving  them 
from  one  line  of  works  and  capturing  about  sixty  prisonera.    In  the 
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mean  time,  the  Sixtj-ninth  and  One  Htmdred  and  Seventietli  went 
out  to  protect  the  flanks.  We  continued  to  advance  for  about  three 
miles,  when  we  came  to  a  large  £eld,  with  no  breastworks,  where 
the  enemy  was  in  strong  force.  Here  the  division  was  ordered  to 
charge,  which  they  did  with  a  shont  that  seemed  to  terrify  the 
rebels,  for  they  ran  like  thunder.  We  charged  a  second  time,  with 
like  success,  capturing  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  prisoners, 
with  colors,  and  a  wagon-train.  During  this  terrible  fight,  thank 
God,  the  loss  of  th&  Legion  was  small ;  we  had  only  one  man  killed 
and  about  forty  wounded.  Among  the  woimded  were  Captain 
Purdy,  in  the  breast,  and  lieutenant  Cunningham,  One  Hundred 
and  Seventieth,  in  the  breast;  also.  The  dead  man  belonged  to  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth,  Company  I.  The  Eighth  New  York 
lost  about  fifty. 

The  Brigade  never  fought  better,  but  particularly  the  One  Hun^ 
dred  and  Sixty-fourth  and  Tim  Burke,  who  received  the  congratula- 
tions of  Qeneral  Egan.  Burke,  with  six  men,  captured  a  caisson, 
and  would  have  brought  off  two  guus,  but  they  were  ordered  back. 
Lieutenant  Conlin,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Hfty-fifth,  captured  a 
color  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  was  himself  a  prisoner 
for  about  three  hours. 

We  left  the  field  about  midnight,  and  fell  back  to  the  Fifth  Corps 
line.  At  one  time  I  thought  it  would  be  another  Reams'  Station 
af&ir,  for  we  were  entirely  surrounded.  The  rebels  came  to  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  hospital  and  shelled  it,  driving  the  doctors 
and  their  attendants  into  the  woods.  I  have  just  learned  the  name 
of  the  fight  from  an  order  congratulating  the  division  for  their  gal- 
lantry in  driving  the  UiJte  of  the  rebel  army,  although  at  one  time 
surrounded.    It  is  called  the  battle  of  "  Hatcher's  Run." 

Hoping  that  you  are  convalesdng,  I  remain  your  friend, 

N. 


.  Nbab  Citt  PonsT,  Va.,  October  29, 1864. 

COLOHEL  M.  MXTBFHT :' 

CoLQNKL — ^I  have  better  news  to  send  you  this  time  than  I  ex- 
pected. Your  Brigade  was  in  the  advance  the  entire  day  of  the 
fight,    lliey  acted  remarkably  well,  made  two  charges  on  the  rebs. 
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And  roated  tibuam  eftch  time ;  for  wHdi  tbcgr  were  eomplimeated  \if 
Qetksnl  Hanoock.  The  easoalties  are  fmall.  I  could  not  learn  the 
number  of  killed  aocniately,  but  enppofle  it  to  be  about  ten— aD 
enlisted  men.  The  following  officers  are  wounded,  but  not  dangv- 
ously:  Captain  Purdy,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Begiment; 
Lieutenant  Cunningham,  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth  regiment; 
and  Lieutenants  Rector  and  Safibrd,  Eighth  Regiment.  Your  order- 
lies liad  two  horses  killed.  The  affidr  looked  serious  at  one  time, 
but  it  turned  out  to  be  a  victory  for  us.  We  captured  over  one 
thousand  rebe,  besides  commissary  stores,  wagons,  etc  The  Brigade 
is  now  back  in  the  field  of  the  fight  of  the  16th  of  June.  The 
wagon-train  is  back  again  in  its  old  park,  and  every  thing  looks  asif 
there  was  no  fight  or  move  during  the  past  week 
Father  Gillen  returned  to-day;  also.  Lieutenant  Goodwin.    AH 

your  friends  are  welL    I  hope  your  health  is  improving. 

F. 


The  following  official  orders  were  subsequently 
issued  by  the  State  Department  of  New  York,  con- 
gratulating the  commanding  officers  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixty-fourth  and  One  Hundred  and  Seven- 
tieth regiments  for  their  gallant  conduct  at  Hatcher's 
Bun: 

Gbnsral  Hsadquabtxrs,  Statb  of  Nbw  TobK| 
Ai>n}TAirr-GxNBRAL*8  Offiob, 

Albany,  November  15, 1864» 

CoLOHEL  J.  P.  MoIvoB^  commanding  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth 

Regiment.  New  York  Volunteers : 
Colonel — A  communication  has  been  received  at  these  headquar- 
ters, from  Brigadier-<ieneral  T.  W.  Egan,  commanding  Second 
Bivision,  Second  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac^  dated  October 
29, 1864,  wherein  be  apeaka  in  the  highest  termi  of  the  conduct  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth  Regimrat  New  York  State  YoluB- 
teen,  in  the  late  operationB  before  Petersburg. 
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I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Seymour  to  exprees 
his  gratification,  and  to  tender  his  thanks  to  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  regiment  for  this  additional  evidence  of  the  good  conduct  of 
New  York  troops  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Signed)  John  T.  Spraoxte, 

Acy  utant-GeneraL 


A  similar  order  was  addressed  to  Captain  Eobert 
Heggart,  commanding  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth 
regiment. 
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CHAPTEE  XXXTT. 


Presentation  to  Colonel  Barke. — Sortie  by  the  Eighty-eig^hth. — A 
ful  ruse  of  the  enemy. — Arrival  of  Colonel  Nugent  and  reoiganizatioa 
of  the  Brigade. — Promotions. — Original  members  of  the  Twenty-eighth 
Mass.  mustered  out. — Reconnoissance. — Escape  of  Captain  Wall  and 
Lieutenant  Grainger.— Dutch  Gap  Canal  a  failure. — Capture  of  Fort 
Pisher. — Raid  on  City  Point  by  rebel  iron-dads. — Gen.  Hancock  leaves 
the  Corps. — Movement  to  Hatcher's  Run. — Promotions  in  the  Sixty- 
ninth. — ^Desertions  from  the  enemy. 


In  the  latter  part  of  October  the  soldiers  of  the 
Eighty-eighth  presented  the  commanding  oflScer,  Colo* 
nel  D.  F.  Burke,  a  magnificent  horse  and  Aill  set  of 
equipments,  in  presence  of  the  other  regiments  of  the 
Brigade,  on  dress  parade. 

Shortly  after  this,  Colonel  Burke  was  recommended  * 
for  a  brevet  appointment.  He  had  been  detached 
some  time  with  his  regiment  in  command  of  Fort 
Sedgwick,  in  front  of  which  he  received  orders  to 
attack  the  enemy  on  the  night  of  the  29th.  This  he 
did  with  such  success  and  gallantry  that  he  was  high- 
ly complimented  by  the  division  commander,  who  sent 
the  following  reconmiendation  to  General  Hancock : 
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[Ofllwal.] 

• 

HSADQUAimEBfl,  FiBST  DlYIBION, 

Second  Asmt  Corps,  October  81, 1864. 
liAJOR  Seftdcus  Cabncboss,  a.  a.  Q.,  Second  Army  Corps : 

Major — ^In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  drcolar  of 
this  date,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  foUowing  recommenda- 
tions: 

That  lieutenant-Colonel  Dennis  F.  Burke,  Eighty-eighth  Regiment 
New  York  Veteran  Volunteers,  receive  the  rank  of  brevet  colonel, 
for  gallantry  in  action,  October  29,  18G4.  Colonel  Burke,  with  a 
par^  of  one  hundred  men«  attacked  and  captured  a  portion  of  tho 
enemy's  line,  opposite  Fort  Sedgwick,  taking  some  prisoners  and 
holding  the  line  until  ordered  to  withdraw. 

Very  respectfully.  Nelson  A.  Miles. 

Wic  B.  Dbivbh,  a.  a.  G.  Brig..Gen.  Com. 

In  the  same  charge  Lieutenant  Bobert  J.  01)1180011 
was  killed,  while  acting  adjutant  to  Colonel  Bnrke. 
Lieutenant  O'DriscoU  was  the  first  on  the  enemy's 
works,  and  fell  by  a  shot  from  an  unerring  sharp- 
shooter. He  was  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  court- 
eous ofiicers  of  the  Eighty-eighth  New  York. 

Lieutenant  George  Ford,  of  the  same  regiment,  was 
taken  prisoner,  but  succeeded  in  making  his  escape,  by 
crawling  into  the  lines  on  his  hands  and  knees,  having 
been  under  fire  for  several  hours. 

On  the  30th  of  October,  while  a  large  number  of 
the  Brigade  was  on  picket  in  front  of  Petersburg,  the 
enemy  penetrated  the  picket  lines — either  through  the 
treachery  or  negligence  of  a  sergeant  in  charge  of  one 
of  the  posts — and  proceeded  most  adroitly  and  quietly 
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to  relieve  the  several  posts  they  came  to,  telling  the 
men  to  fall  in  behind  the  officer  in  command  of  the 
party,  in  the  usual  manner.  The  men  unsuspectingly 
fell  into  the  snare,  and  thus,  in  a  short  time,  quite  a 
gap  was  made  in  the  lines ;  and,  of  course,  a  large 
number  of  prisoners  taken.  At  length  Lieutenant 
Miirtha  Murphy,  Co.  G,  Sixty-ninth,  who  had  charge 
of  a  portion  of  the  line,  suspecting  something  wrong 
from  the  sudden  disappearance  of  so  many  pickets 
from  their  posts,  gave  the  alarm,  and  immediatdy 
ordered  his  men  to  commence  firing,  to  which  the 
enemy  responded  briskly,  and  quite  a  fierce  skinmsh 
followed,  in  which,  amid  the  confusion,  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  retaining  the  prisoners  previously  taken. 
In  the  meUe  Murphy  was  wounded  in  the  head,  bat 
not  severely.  He  succeeded,  however,  in  turning 
what  might  have  resulted  in  a  great  disaster  into  a 
minor  accident  and  a  repulse  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
thus  foiled  in  the  prosecution  of  a  well-laid  scheme. 
Among  the  officers  captured  were :  Lieutenants  Harry 
McQuade,  David  Lynch,  Thomas  McGrath,  Thomas 
McKinley,  George  M.  Patchen,  of  the  Sixty-ninth, 
4^c. 

Early  in  November  Oolonel  Nugent  arrived  from 
New  York,  with  a  fine  horse  presented  hini  by  some 
of  his  friends,  and  forthwith  set  to  work  to  reorganize 
the  Brigade.    The  three  New  York  regiments  were 
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nearly  full— especially  the  Sixty-ninth — and  the 
Twenty-eighth  Mass.,  under  Colonel  Cartwright,  had 
been  considerably  re-enforced  by  recruits.  The  One 
Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Penn.  was  not  again  added  to 
the  .Brigade,  because  Colonel  MulhoUand,  then  com- 
manding, would  rank  Colonel  Nugent.  Instead  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth,  the  Seventh  New 
York  Heavy  Artillery  was  ordered  to  report  to  Colo- 
nel Nugent,  and  thus  the  ranks  of  the  Brigade,  as  far 
as  numbers  were  concerned,  seemed  fuller  than  be- 
fore. 

The  Colonel's  staff  consisted  of  John  C.  Foley,  of 
the  Sixty-ninth,  A.  A.  G. ;  Captain  Oldershaw,  of  the 
Eleventh  N.  J.  (a  popular  and  efficient  officer).  Inspec- 
tor; Lieutenant  Walsh,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  Acting 
Quartermaster ;  Lieutenant  Courtenay  of  the  Seventh, 
and  Lieutenant  McQuade,  of  the  Sixty-third,  Aids. 

In  the  Legion  it  was  announced  that  Colonel  Hugh 
0.  Flood,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth  Regi- 
ment, had  died  in  New  York,  on  the  5th  instant,  of 
wounds  received  at  Spottsylvania. 

At  this  time  Sherman  was  making  his  grand  march 
to  the  sea,  through  Georgia,  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
the  other  armies  of  the  Union  appeared  to  stand  still, 
in  anticipation  either  of  a  brilliant  success  or  a  ter- 
rible failure. 

In  the  Irish  Brigade  the  progress  of  reorganization 

22 
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went  on  steadily,  so  that,  early  in  December,  the  com- 
missions of  several  oflScers,  too  long  delayed,  were  at 
length  received.  Among  the  promotions  were:  Major 
Richard  Moroney,  in  the  Sixty-ninth ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Gleeson,  in  the  Sixty-third,  in  place  of  Lien- 
ten  ant-Oolonel  Bentley,  resigned ;  Major  Fleming,  of 
the  Twenty-eighth  Mass.  Several  non-commissioned 
officers  in  their  respective  regiments  had  been  also  pro- 
moted ;  among  them  were :  Sergeant-Major  Murphy, 
Hospital  Steward  Daniel  Dolan,  Qnarterma8ter-Se^ 
geant  Maybury,  Sergeants  John  McCann,  John 
Meagher,  in  the  Sixty-ninth  ;  Sergeants  Kieman,  Col- 
lins, Dillon,  Halley,  Meagher,  Gleeson,  and  others,  in 
the  Sixty-third ;  Sergeants  Miles,  Meagher,  and  oth- 
ers, in  the  Twenty-eighth  Mass. 

At  this  period  Colonel  Cartwright,  some  other  offi- 
cers, and  several  men  belonging  to  the  latter  regiment, 
whose  term  had  expired,  left  the  Brigade  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Boston,  to  be  mustered  out.  Before  they 
started,  however,  rumors  were  rife  of  an  approaching 
engagement,  so  that  Colonel  Cartwright  and  his  brave 
fellows  volunteered  to  remain  yet  a  little  longer,  and 
were  consequently  placed  in  charge  of  Forts  Welch, 
Cummings,  and  Gregg ;  and  when  the  expected  move- 
ment had  taken  place,  they  returned  home  with  ac- 
cumulated honor. 

The  movement  turned  out  to  oe  a  reconnoissance 
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of  the  First  Division^  to  Hatcher's  Run,  where  the 
rebels  were  met  in  small  numbers  and  driven  from 
their  outward  defences.  The  movement  appears  to 
have  been  intended  as  a  demonstration  simply  in  aid 
of  that  under  General  Warren,  who,  with  the  Fifth, 
Mott's  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  Gregg's 

*  cavalry,  made  a  raid  on  the  Weldon  Road,  on  the  7th 
of  December,  crossing  the  Nottaway  River,  through 
Sussex  Courthouse,  thence  to  Nottaway  Bridge, 
where  the  enemy  was  found  posted,  and  driven  back. 
The  bridge — two  hundred  feet  long — was  destroyed  ; 
together  with  eight  miles  of  the  railroad  south  of  the 
bridge.  Next  day  two  other  bridges — each  sixty  feet 
long — Jarrett's  Depot,  and  several  miles  more  of  the 
railroad — twenty  in  all — were  thoroughly  destroyed ; 
.and  after  a  further  reconnoissance  to  the  Meherrin 
River  and  Hicksford,  where  the  enemy  were  found 
strongly  posted,  with  artillery,  the  expedition  returned 

•  to  camp  on  the  10th.  On  the  return  the  town  of  Sus- 
sex Courthouse  was  burned,  in  retaliation  for  the 
brutal  murder  of  several  of  our  soldiers  by  the  enemy. 

.  This  exploit  cut  oflF  Lee's  army  from  Eastern  North 
Carolina.  The  loss  on  our  side  was  about  one  hundred 
men,  killed,  wounded,  or  captured. 

About  the  middle  of  this  month  several  Union  offi- 
cers escaped  -  from  Columbia,  S.  C,  among  whom 
were  Captain  Maurice  W.  Wall  and  Lieutenant  C. 
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M.  Grainger.  The  first  attempt  was  made  on  Fort 
Fisher  by  General  Butler,  which  resulted  unsuccess- 
fullj.  The  general  was  immediately  relieved  of  his 
command,  and  General  Ord  appointed  to  succeed  him 
in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  James. 

The  first  of  January,  1865,  found  the  army  of  die 
Potomac  quietly  resting  in  camp. 

In  the  army  of  the  James,  the  bulkhead  of  the  Dutch 
Gap  Canal  was  exploded  by  six  tons  of 'powder,  but 
the  returned  earth  choked  it  up  again,  and  it  now  re- 
mains one  of  the  unfinished  exploits  of  the  war. 

On  the  15th  Fort  Fisher  and  several  other  fortifica- 
tions on  the  Cape  Fear  Kiver  were  successively  cap- 
tured by  a  detachment  of  the  army  of  the  James,  under 
General  Terry,  assisted  by  a  fleet  under  Commodore 
Porter. 

a 

On  the  23d  the  army  was  startled  by  a  formidable 
raid  on  City  Point,  of  three  rebel  iron-clads  and  a  gun- 
boat. It  turned  out  a  failure,  however,  for  the  batter- 
ies on  both  sides  of  the  James  soon  brought  their  guns 
to  bear,  and  after  a  short  struggle,  in  which  two  of  the 
iron-clads  got  aground,  and  the  gunboat  was  blown  up, 
the  expedition  was  abandoned. 

Meantime,  General  Hancock,  who  had  been  for  a 
considerable  period  disabled  by  a  wound  received  at 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  rendered  him  unfit  for 
active  servicei  especially  such  as  was  now  expected 
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from  the  army  generally,  and  from  his  corps  in  par- 
ticnlar,  received  orders  to  raise  a  veteran  corps  for 
special  service.  He  was  sncceeded  in  command  of 
the  corps  by  General  Humphries.  A  farewell  enter- 
tainment was  given  to  the  general  previously  to  his 
departure,  at  the  headquarters  of  the  First  Division, 
at  which  the  principal  officers  of  the  corps  were  pres- 
ent, and  appropriate  resolutions  of  regret  for  the  loss 
of  such  a  "commander  feelingly  oflfered.  The  general, 
who  was  deeply  aflfected  by  the  demonstration,  ex- 
pressed his  heartfelt  sorrow  to  part  with  his  old  com- 
mand, with  which  his  name  and  reputation  had  been 
so  long  identified.  He  would  never  forget  them  while 
he  lived,  would  never  cease  to  boast  of  their  well-tried 
courage  and  splendid  successes  in  many  a  hard-fought 
.contest,  and  even  though  absent,  owing  to  unavoidable 
misfortune,  would  be  always  present  with  them  in 
spirit,  to  rejoice  in  their  future  glory,  and  to  mourn 
their  inevitable  losses.  He  concluded  by  introducing  his 
successor,  Gteneral  Humphries,  into  whose  hands  he  felt 
perfectly  confident  to  intrust  them  and  their  future  for- 
tunes. After  this  Hancock  was  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  Middle  Department,  with  headquartera 
at  Winchester,  in  the  Valley. 

On  the  5th  of  February  the  Fifth  and  Second  corps 
made  another  movement  to  Hatcher's  Run,  advancing 
until  they  came  near  the  intrenched  lines  of  the  ene- 
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my ;  then  halting,  threw  np  intrenchmentB.  The  en^ 
my  attacked  them  and  were  repulsed,  and  our  line  was 
einded  nearly  fo«r  miles.  In  ^  movement  ti.e 
Brigade  and  Legion  were  imder  fire,  but  their  lofises 
were  comparatiyely  slight,  the  caBualties  being  only 
ninety  in  the  whole  corps. 

It  was  qnite  a  remarioible  coincidence  that,  in  these 
engagements  at  Hatcher's  Bun,  the  troops  on  both 
sides  were  chiefly  Irish.  Here  the  Second  Corps,  for 
the  first  and  last  time,  had  some  of  ita  flags  cap- 
tured, and  it  was  snbseqnently  ascertained  that  the 
captors  were  Mahone's  division,  composed  mainly  of 
Irishmen.  Between  the  division  and  the  Irish  regi- 
ments of  the  Second  Corps  quite  a  Warm  fnendship 
existed.  On  picket  there  was  no  shooting  nor  any 
other  hostile  demonstration  between  them.  The  sol- 
diers on  both  sides  mingled  fireely,  exchanged  news- 
papers, cofiee,  tobacco,  and  sometimes  whiskey.  StiO, 
when  it  came  to  actual  fighting,  they  fought  like  ball- 
dogs,  and  worried  one  another  to  their  heart's  content 
Numbers  of  this  same  division,  wrought  upon  in  this 
free  intercourse  by  old  acquaintances  and  relatives, 
deserted'to  our  lines;  and  it  is  said  that  Finigan's  Bri- 
gade had  arranged  to  leave  in  a  body,  on  a  certain 
night  agreed  upon,  but  the  plot  was  said  to  have  been 
discovered  or  suspected,  and  the  command  was  remov* 
ed  to  another  part  of  the  line. 
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The  Brigade,  at  this  period,  mustered  about  sixteen 
hundred  muskets,  and  the  Legion,  which  had  not  re- 
ceived any  recruits  during  the  campaign,  could  scarcely 
muster  half  that  number. 

During  the  last  expedition  to  Hatcher's  Bun,  Colo- 
nel Ifugent  had  been  on  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
days,  and  meantime  the  command  of  the  Brigade  de- 
volved on  Colonel  Duiyea,  of  the  Seventh  New  York 
Artillery. 

In  the  Sixty-ninth  Begiment,  lieut.- Colonel  James 
J.  Smith  at  length  received  his  commission,  and  re- 
ported to  his  regiment  In  the  same  conmiand  the 
following  o£Scer8.  were  also  promoted :  Lieutenants 
Murtha  Murphy,  J.  D.  Mulhall,  Harry  McQuade,  P.  H. 
Sweeny,  E.  O'Connor,  David  Lynch,  J.  C.  Foley,  M. 
H.  Murphy,  to  the  rank  of  Captain ;  Lieutenant  Dan- 
iel Doran,  commissioned  as  adjutant ;  Bobert  McKin- 
ley,  George  M.  Patchen,  Thomas  McGrath,  John  Nu- 
gent, Owen  McNulty,  P.  Ward,  M.  Leddy,  M.  Walsh, 
W.  Herbert,  John  Conway,  Bobert  Murphy  (of  the 
Legion),  Gteorge  Nevins,  Terence  Scanlon,  and  M. 
McConville  were  promoted  to  the  grade  of  First  and 
Second  Lieutenants,  graduating  from  the  ranks,  in 
which  most  of  them  had  been  long-tried  veteran  sol- 
diers. 

In  the  b^inning  of  March,  severe  storms  for  a  time 
prevented  the  usual  manoeuvring  and  consequent  ao- 
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tive  operations,  and  for  several  days  the  army  remained 
mud-bound.  Intelligence  was  received  in  camp  that 
the  captured  officers  and  men  belonging  to  the  Bri- 
gade and  Legion  had  been  exchanged,  and  were  then 
enjoying  a  furlough  of  thirty  days,  in  which  to  recruit 
after  their  sojourn  in  Southern  prisons.  Information 
was  also  received  of  the  murder  of  Lieutenant  Davis  of 
the  Legion,  at  Andersonville  prison,  where,  without 
any  provocation,  it  is  said,  he  was  shot  dead  by  a  sen- 
try, who  received  a  furlough  as  a  reward  for  the  ex- 
ploit. This  brutal  murder  caused  a  profound  feeling 
of  sorrow  among  Lieutenant  Davis'  comrades,  by  whom 
he  was  beloved  for  his  gentle  and  inoffensive  manners, 
and  in  the  army  generally,  intense  indignation.  "Sox 
did  the  President  and  Cabinet  escape  severe  condem- 
nation  for  their  cruel  policy  in  repeatedly  refiising  an 
exchange  of  prisoners.  Protests  were  all  in  vain,  how- 
ever ;  even  the  deputation  that  had  previously  arrived 
jfrom  Andersonville,  from  the  prisoners  confined  there, 
had  not  been  received  by  the  authorities  at  Washing- 
ton. 

Desertions  from  the  enemy's  lines  were  now  becom- 
ing so  numerous,  that  unsophisticated  people  began  to 
think  the  rebellion  on  its  last  legs,  and  very  little  more 
fighting  need  be  anticipated.  At  the  same  time,  ru- 
mors of  dissensions  in  the  rebel  councils  were  becoming 
rife,  while  destitution  of  almost  every  military  resource 


THE     IBISE     BRIGADE.  518 

seemed  to  threaten  the  Confederacy  with  utter  ruin. 
As  yet,  however,  a  most  determined  front  was  every- 
where maintained,  and  the  rebel  positions  appeared  as 
imassailable  as  ever,  owing  to  the  vigor  and  command- 
ing genius  of  one  man,  who,  when  time  has  cahned  the 
fanaticism  of  party,  may  yet  be  recorded  as  the  great- 
est of  American  soldiers.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  Lee's  obligations  to  the  general  government,  or  of 
his  guilt  in  taking  up  arms  against  it,  it  oannot  be  de- 
nied that  he  maintained  his  cause  with  singular  ability 
and  honesty  of  purpose,  in  spite  of  the  terrible  odds 
against  him,  and  the  lack  of  proper  support  from  his 

own  government. 

22* 
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pAtriok'B  Bay.— Capture  and  reoaptore  of  Vort  Stesdman.— The  Brigade 
engaged  at  Skinner's  Fann. — ^The  Legion  at  the  Hun. — Casualties.— The 
winding  ap. — Engagements  of  the  29th,  80tb,  and  Slst. — Storming  of 
Peterabai^. — Evacuation,  retreat,  and  pursuit  of  the  enemy. — ^The  par- 
suit. — Engagements  at  Amelia  Springs,  Sailor's  Creek,  <S». — Surrender 
of  Lee.— Betarn  of  the  Army. — The  Grand  Beview. — ^The  Brigade  mna- 
tered  out. 

The  last  celebration  of  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  camp  was 
observed  with  all  due  solemnity,  and  the  nsual  sports 
peculiar  to  the  occasion. 

After  the  anniversary  High  Mass,  which  was  this 
time  celebrated  by  Father  Willet  alone,  Father  Corby 
of  the  Eighty- eighth  having  resigned  and  returned  to 
his  monastery  in  Indiana,  the  various  regiments  of 
the  Brigade  mustered  on  the  race-course,  where  a 
stand-house  was  erected ;  underneath  this  was  a  spa- 
cious refreshment-room,  in  which  the  officers  of  the 
Brigade  dispensed  sandwiches  and  whiskey-punch  to 
the  invited  guests. 

Amongst  the  visitors  were  Generals  Meade,  Hum- 
phries, Warren,  Crawford,  Griffin,  Bartlett,  Webb, 
Miles,  Mott,  Meagher,  Ayres,  Hunt,  Smyth,  Hayes, 
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De  Trobriand,  Pearce,  Macy,  "Winthrop,  and  Bamsej. 
Colonel  Nugent  was  clerk  of  the  course. 

Several  flat  and  hurdle  races  followed  the  opening 
of  the  sports,  the  horses  making  fine  time,  especiallj 
Colonel  Nugent's  horse  "  Harry,"  who  won  once  or 
twice.  Two  or  three  accidents  marred  the  pleasure  of 
the  day,  by  one  of  which.  Second  Lieutenant  McCon- 
ville,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  received  a  fracture  of  the 
skull,  which  termiuated  &tal1y  shortly  afterwards. 
Colonel  Yan  Schaik,  of  the  Seventh  N.  Y.,  was  also 
severely  injured. 

On  the  25th,  after  various  notes  of  preparation  in 
the  shape  of  numerous  orders,  the  Second,  Sixth,  and 
Fifth  Corps  made  an  extensive  movement  in  advance, 
and  again  in  the  direction  of  Hatcher's  Sun.  This 
movement  was  at  first  apparently  oflensive,  prepara- 
fions  having  been  made  for  active  operations  several 
days  previously,  but  it  subsequently  turned  out  to  be 
rendered  necessary  by  the  capture  by  the  enemy  oi 
Fort  Steadman  and  other  works  near  the  Appomattox, 
early  in  the  day.  They  were  recaptured,  however,  by 
the  Ttird  Division  of  the  Ninth  Corps,  under  General 
Hartranft,  who  took  eighte^i  hundred  priscmers,  and 
inflicted  a  general  loss  on  the  enemy  of  over  three 
thousand,  while  our  loss  was  less  than  one  thousand. 
The  several  guns  were  recaptured  intact. 

Wliile  ttis  action  was  in  progress,  the  First  Division 
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of  the  Second  Corps  had  a  brisk  engagement  at  Skin- 
ner's Farm,  near  Hatcher's  Rnn,  where  again,  as  of 
old,  the  Brigade  added  firesh  laurels  to  its  former  chap- 
lets,  covered  itself  with  glory  in  a  stand-np  fight  of 
several  hours'  duration,  and  was  publicly  thanked 
on  the  field.  The  contest  was  conspicuous  to  the 
rest  of  the  corps,  who  appeared  to  be,  as  it  were, 
spectators  at  an  exdting  melodrama  in  a  hnge  theatre, 
and  on  every  side  the  most  flattering  admiration  was 
expressed  for  such  a  splendid  spectacle  of  unflinching 
bravery. 

Captain  Mulhall,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  commanded  the 
party  of  skirmishers,  and  was  very  severely  wounded 
in  the  leg,  a  ball  shattering  the. bones  v^y  badly.  He 
fell,  as  it  happened,  in  advance  of  his  party,  and  be- 
tween a  deadly  fire  firom  both  sides,  by  which  several 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The  captain  lay  in  this 
position  for  hours,  expecting  every  moment  to  be  made 
a  living  target,  but  at  length  the  enemy  gave  way. 
In  this  action  the  Brigade  lost  heavily,  although  tiie 
officers  escaped  as  if  by  a  miracle.  About  eight  o'clock 
that  night  the  Brigade  was  relieved,  returning  to  the 
old  camp  near  Fatnall's  Station. 

The  losses  were — killed :  Twenty-eighth  Mass.,  seven ; 
Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.,  seven  :  all  enlisted  men. 

Wounded — Sixty-ninth,  Captain  J.  D.  Mulhall, 
Lieutenant  Leddy,  and  thirty-one  of  the  rank  and  file. 
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Among  the  latter  were  several  veterans,  and  of  these 
the  death  of  Sergeant  John  Miller  was  most  r^etted. 
Sixty-third*  IS.  Y.,  one ;  Eighty-eighth,  four ;  Twenty- 
eighth  Mass.,  Captain  John  Miles,  Captain  Connor, 
and  thirty-three  men. 

The  Legion  was  engaged  near  the  Bun,  and  in  the 
action  several  officers  were  killed  and  wounded. 
Among  these  the  principal  were  Colonel  Matthew 
Murphy,  severely  woimded  in  the  knee-joint,  who  died 
subsequently  at  City  Point,  to  the  great  sorrow  of  all 
who  knew  him ;  Captain  McTaggert,  and  others. 

After  the  events  of  the  25th  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac forthwith  assumed  the  offensive.  Sheridan's  cav- 
airy  had  joined  the  anny  after  his  daring  raid  around 
Richmond,  and  was  immediately  dispatched  on  the 
29th  towards  Dinwiddle  Courthouse,  with  the  Fifth 
Corps  acting  as  an  infantry  support.  The  Second 
Corps  moved  on  the  same  morning  across  Hatcher's 
Eun,  following  up  the  Fifth,  and  their  places  in  front 
of  Petersburg  were  supplied  by  four  divisions  from  the 
army  of  the  James. 

Sheridan  found  the  enemy  in  full  strength,  and  on 
the  30th  there  was  considerable  skirmishing  along  tho 
line,  after  which  the  Fifth  Corps,  though  at  first  re- 
pulsed, gained  a  portion  of  the  Boydton  Plankroad, 
from  which,  on  the  31st,  it  advanced  westward  against 
the  White  Oak  Soad.    Encountering  the  enemy  at 
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Gravelly  Kun,  an  engagement  took  place  wliich  tc^ 
minated  in  a  repulse  of.  the  Fifth  Corps.  Sheridan 
was  thus  exposed,  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  he 
was  able  to  hold  his  ground.  Irritated  at  this,  Sheridan 
at  once  relieved  General  Warren,  whose  unaccountable 
slowness  on  this  eventM  day  was  said  to  have  caused 
the  temporary  check,  and  General  Griffin  was  appoint- 
ed to  succeed  him.  During  the  action  jttst  mentioned 
the  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  with  the  Bri- 
gade, was  ordered  to  support  the  Fifth  Corps,  and 
while  the  latter  attacked  the  enemy  in  front  the  divis- 
ion attacked  him  on  the  left  flank.  In  this  action  the 
First  Division  captured  a  flag  and  several  prisoners. 
Then  Sheridan,  having  reformed  his  line,  moved 
against  the  enemy  with  his  usual  vigor,  at  Five  Forks, 
which  position  covered  the  Southside  Bailroad.  The 
cavalry  first  drove  the  enemy  into  his  intrenchments, 
and  then  the  infantry,  promptly  brought  np,  flanked 
him  on  the  right,  and  captured  six  thousand  prisoners. 
In  this  flanking  movement,  the  Second  Corps  marched 
and  skirmished  constantly  in  the  dense  woods  and 
swamps  near  Hatcher's  Run. 

In  General  Humphrey's  report  of  the  movement 
of  his  corps  on  the  30th  and  31st,  he  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  Division, 
which,  when  Crawford's  Division  of  the  Fifth  Corps 
had  fallen  back,  threw  itself  forward,  and  not  only  re- 
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jmleed  the  enemy,  but  drove  them  back  a  mile  and  a 
half  beyond  the  Yanghan  Eoad,  and  retained  the 
ground  thus  taken  nntil  the  line  was  subsequently 
rectified. 

The  course  taken  by  General  Sheridan  in  relieving 
Warren  was  very  much  regretted  by  the  army  gener- 
ally, and  by  none  more  than  the  Brigade,  by  whom 
Warren  was  held  in  high  estimation.  The  splendid 
fighting  of  the  Fifth  Corps  during  these  momentous 
days  added  greatly  to  the  general  success ;  and  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  corps  was  placed  in  a  most 
critical  and  trying  position  on  the  extreme  left  of  the 
line,  wherein  it  was  necessary  for  the  general,  as  he 
did,  to  all  appe&rance,  to  exercise,  the  most  rigorous 
<5aution,  sound  discretion,  and  at  the  same  time  exhibit 
to  the  dispirited  and  wavering  a  conspicuous  example 
of  coolneds,  courage,  and  resource  in  action. 

As  soon  as  Sheridan's  victory  at  Five  Forks  was 
known.  General  Grant  ordered  an  attack  along  the 
whole  line  in  firont  of  Petersburg.  Accordingly,  from 
the  Appomattox  to  Hatcher's  Bun,  a  tremendous  can- 
nonading commenced  early  on  the  1st  of  April,  and 
from  the  brazen  and  iron  throats  of  nearly  a  thousand 
guns  of  every  calibre,  a  continuous  rain  of  shot  and 
shell,  and  bolt  of  every  size,  shape,  and  destructive 
composition,  poured  on  the  devoted  defenders,  until 
four  A.  M.  on  the  2d    April.     Apprehensive,    how- 
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ever,  that  Lee  might  withdraw  his  force  and  fall  npoB 
Sheridan,  Grant  ordered  the  First  Division  of  the  Sec- 
ond Corps  to  support  the  latter  a  second  time. 

At  dawn  on  the  2d  of  April  the  assault  was  com- 
menced by  the  Ninth  Corps,  who  carried  the  onterline 
of  intrenchments  in  their  front ;  but  an  inner  line  was 
found  too  strong  for  immediate  capture.  Then  the 
Sixth  Corps,  on  the  left  of  the  l^inth,  took  up  the  at- 
tack, and  carried  every  thing  before  lliem,  to  the  Boyd- 
ton  Flankroad,  from  which  they  turned  to  the  left, 
flanking  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  and  capturing 
many  guns  and  several  thousand  prisoners.  Ord's 
Corps  followed  up  the  assault,  until  every  thing  be- 
tween Petersburg  and  Hatcher^s  Bub  was  captured, 
killed,  or  routed.  Then  the  Second  and  Third  Divi- 
sions of  the  Second  Corps  west  of  the  Sun  stormed 
and  carried  the  remaining  defences  of  llie  enemy  on 
that  side,  while  the  First  Division  pursued  the  ftigi- 
tives  northward  to  Sutherland  Station,  on  the  South- 
side  road,  where  they  overtook  them,  capturing,  by  % 
spirited  charge,  two  guns  and  six  himdred  prisoners. 
Here  Captain  Foley,  Lieutenant  Meagher  of  the  Sixty- 
ninth,  Lieutenant  Gleeson  of  the  Sixty-third,  and  Lieu- 
tenant George  Beatty,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts, were  slightly  wounded.  The  other  castialtieB 
were  only  few. 

Meantime,    the   other    troops   proceeded   towards 
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Petersburg,  and  an  attack  was  made  on  two  of  the 
Southside  works  by  a  portion  of  Ord's  command  under 
Gibbon.  One  of  these — ^Fort  Gregg — was  held  by 
Harris's  Mississippi  Brigade,  numbering  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  this  handM  of  heroes  defended  it  with 
such  courage  and  perseverance  that  Gibbon's  forces 
were  repeatedly  driven  back.  At  length,  at  seven  a.  m,, 
a  renewed  charge  carried  the  work,  when  its  defenders 
were  found  reduced  to  thirty  men,  while  Gibbon's  loss 
was  about  five  hundred.  The  other  work  surrendered 
immediately,  and  the  Union  lines  were  drawn  close 
around  the  city.  Here,  baffled  and  beaten,  Lee  still 
made  a  firm  stand,  from  which  the  Union  forces  were 
as  yet  unable  to  dislodge  him.  He  even  attacked  the 
Ninth  Corps  with  such  vigor  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  it  maintained  its  position,  and  the  garrison 
at  City  Point  was  ordered  np  to  its  support.  In  this 
charge  fell  General  A.  P.  Hill,  who  then  died  like  a 
soldier,  after  four  years  of  distinguished  service  around 
the  rebel  capital ;  and  his  was  the  last  blow  in  defence 
of  Petersburg  and  Eichmond.  At  11  a.  m.,  on  that 
same  Sunday  moming,  a  message  was  received  by  Mr. 
Davis,  while  assisting  at  the  service  in  St.  Paul's 
Church,  announcing  that  Lee  was  about  to  evacuate 
Petersburg  and  that  Eichmond  was  lost. 

Next  moming,  April  3d,  Petersburg  was  taken — 
empty — while  Lee's  army,  now  numbering  about  thirty 
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thousand  men,  mnstered  at  Chesterfield  Courthouse, 
sixteen  miles  on  its  retreat  to  the  Southwest  ^^  I  have 
got  my  army  safe  ont  of  its  breastworks,"  said  he, "  and 
in  order  to  follow  me  my  enemy  must  abandon  his 
lines,  his  railroads,  and  the  James  Kiver." 

After  the  action  near  Sutherland's  Station,  on  the 
Southside  Road,  the  First  Division,  with  the  Brigade, 
rejoined  the  corps,  and  started  again  in  pursuit  of  the 
flying  enemy,  following  up  the  cavalry  and  the  Fifth 
Corps,  under  Sheridan.    On  the  afternoon  of  the  4th, 
the  Brigade,  at  the  head  of  the  column,  reached  Jet- 
tersville,  on  the  Danville  Raiboad — ^where  the  Fifth 
Corps  had  been  resting  some  short  time  previously. 
Just  as  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  the  village, 
an  officer  of  rather  unpretendmg  exterior  and  address, 
with  expressive  features,  active  movements,  and  broad 
figure,  rode  np  and  inquired  of  Colonel  Nugent  what 
troops  he  was  leading.     He  answered — "The  Irish 
Brigade,  First  Division,   Second  Corps."     "Ah,  in- 
deed I"  with  a  smile.     "And  you  are  General  Sheridan, 
I  presume?"    "  Yes."    The  general  next  inquired  for 
General  Humphrey,  and  then  ordered  the  troo}>s  to 
file  off  into  a  belt  of  woods  adjacent,  to  form  line  of 
battle  and  await  an  attack  of  the  enemy,  who  were  at 
this  time  around  Amelia  Courthouse.     As  soon  as  the 
men  learned  that  Sheridan  was  present,  there  was  at 
first  a  murmur  of  admiration  and  an  intense  desire  to 
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see  the  sturdy  LibIi- American,  of  whose  exploits  they 
had  heard  and  read  so  mnch,  then  a  spontaneous  cheer 
broke  from  a  thousand  throats,  while  the  general  rode 
off  hastily,  acknowledging  the  compliment.  The  ex- 
pected attack,  however,  did  not  take  place,  and  early 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th,  after  a  good  night's  rest, 
the  Brigade  started  with  the  division,  by  by-roads,  to- 
wards Amelia  Court-house.  They  soon  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy's  train,  which  at  this  time  was  in  motion 
on  the  road  to  Amelia  Springs.  Forthwith  a  battery 
was  ordered  into  position,  which,  after  a  little  delay, 
commenced  shelling  the  train.  Then  the  Brigade  and 
the  other  brigades  of  the  division  were  ordered  in  pur- 
suit, and  all  day  long,  and  next  day — the  6th — ^kept  up 
a  constant  Bkirmish  with  the  enemy's  rear,  now  at 
Amelia  Springs,  then  on  to  Deatonsville,  occasionally 
losing  some  of  the  men — killed  and  wounded — ^until 
tiie  enemy  was  driven  towards  Sailor's  Creek,  when 
Sheridan's  forces  gave  them  another  mauling,  captur- 
ing the  remains  of  Swell's  corps,  himself  and  four 
other  general  oflScers.  "  This  result  was  largely  due  to 
the  energetic  movements  of  the  Second  Corps,  which, 
moving  to  the  right,  had  pressed  Uie  enemy  closely  in 
a  rear-guard  fight  all  day  till  night,  when  it  had  at- 
tained a  position  near  the  mouth  of  Sailor's  Creek ; 
then  the  enemy  was  so  crowded  in,  that  a  large  train 
was  captured  and  many  himdreds  were  taken  prisoners. 
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The  trophies  of  the  Second  Corps  induded,  in  addition, 
several  pieces  of  artillery  and  thirteen  flags."  Of 
these  the  Brigade  captured  the  largest  number,  and 
some  of  the  ofBcers  were  subsequently  dispatched  with 
the  trophies  to  Washington,  where  they  received  a  dec- 
oration from  the  War  Department. 

The  loss  in  the  Brigade  during  the  skirmishing  on 
the  5th  and  6th  was  slight:  one  officer,  Lieutenant 
Robert  Murphy,  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  seriously,  and 
some  of  the  men  slightly  woimded.  On  the  7th,  Lien- 
tenant-Colonel  Fleming  and  Captain  McFadden,  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts,  were  wounded,  but  not 
seriously. 

On  the  6th,  near  Sailor's  Creek,  the  corps  lost  one 
of  its  best  and  most  beloved  officers,  in  the  person  of 
General  Tom  Smyth,  who  wa£  mortally  woimded  in 
the  neck,  on  the  picket-line,  and  died  subsequently, 
even  in  the  arms  of  victory.  It  would  be  impossible 
to  picture  the  grief  this  unexpected  calamity  caused  to 
his  immediate  command  and  to  the  Brigade,  by  whom 
he  was  almost  idolized.  Every  thing  else  was  forgotten, 
and  even  victory  itself  could  not  repay  the  survivors 
for  the  loss  of  such  a  gallant  commander,  and  a  noble 
specimen  of  a  man  and  a  soldier.  Peace  to  his  great 
soul,  ever-increasing  honor  to  his  name,  and  to  his 
widow  and  orphan  the  most  heartfelt  condolence  of 
his  companions  in  arms  I 
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Next  day,  the  7th,  the  enemy  still  flying,  the  Second 
Corps  came  up  with  them  near  High  Bridge,  over  the 
Appomattox,  on  the  Danville  road,  just  as  they  were 
burning  the  bridge.  One  span  had  been  abeady  de- 
stroyed, and  Ihey  were  preparing  to  bum  the  wagon- 
road  bridge,  when  the  corps  appeared  and  prepared  for 
action.  The  enemy,  in  considerable  force,  were  drawn 
up  on  the  heights  of  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  be- 
hind intrenchments,  while  their  skirmishers  held  the 
bridge,  ready  to  dispute  the  passage.  These  were, 
however,  quickly  driven  off  by  the  second  division ; 
and  after  a  short  resistance  the  main  force  hastily  re- 
tired, leaving  eighteen  guns  in  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

The  corps  again  took  up  the  pursuit,  with  the  First 
and  Third  Divisions,  on  the  Old  Stone  road,  to  Appo- 
mattox Courthouse,  while  the  Second  was  directed  on 
Farmville,  three  miles  distant.  Here  the  enemy  were 
in  considerable  force,  burning  bridges,  and  guarding  a 
wagon-train  moving  towards  Lynchburg ;  but,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Second  Division,  the  plan  was  abandoned. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  wagons  were  destroyed,  and 
the  troops  then  rejoined  the  main  body  of  Lee's  army. 
This  was  found  intrenched  in  a  strong  position,  which 
Humphrey  endeavored  to  flank  with  the  First  and 
Third  Divisions;  but  the  odds  against  him  were  too 
many,  so  the  attempt  failed,  with  the  loss  of  about  six 
hundred. of  the  First  Division,  three  regiments  having 
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been  very  badly  cut  up  m  the  <iiarge.    During  the 
night,  however,  he  again  retreated. 

Next  day,  the  8th,  the  Second  and  Sixth  Corpa  fol- 
lowed up  the  ftigitives  cloeely,  while  Sheridan  was 
hastening  towards  Lynchburg  to  stop  every  outlet  of 
escape,  and  thus  capture  the  entire  army.  Meantime 
negotiations  had  been  opened  between  Grant  and  Iiee, 
which  were  not  as  yet  of  a  satisfactory  or  decisive  na- 
ture, because  Lee  had  determined  to  escape  at  aU  hazards, 
and  still  continued  his  flight  with  all  the  haste  it  was 
possible  to  make.  Soon,  however,  he  was  entirely  sur- 
rounded,— Sheridan's  force  confronting  him  towards 
Lynchburg,  while  the  rest  of  the  army  pressed  on  his 
rear;  and  but  one  escape  remained,  and  this  was  to  cut 
his  way  through  Sheridan's  lines.  The  attempt  was 
made  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  by  a  body  of  troops 
about  eight  thousand  strong,  under  General  Gt)rdon, 
who  had  orders  from  Lee  to  cut  his  way  through  at  all 
hazards.  This  was  immediately  begun  with  such  im- 
petuosity that  the  cavalry,  previously  dismounted  to 
resist  the  attack,  was  forced  back.  At  this  junction, 
Sheridan  arrived  from  Appomattox,  whither  he  had 
been  to  hurry  up  the  infantry.  He  directed  his  troopers 
to  fall  back  gradually,  at  the  same  time  resisting 
steadily,  so  as  to  give  the  infantry  time  to  come  up 
and  form  its  lines.  When  this  was  effected,  Sheridan 
ordered  the  cavalry  to  moimt,  and  charged  on  the  en^ 
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emy's  left  flank.  Then  a  party  with  a  flag  of  truce 
emerged  from  the  Confederate  lines,  to  present  a  letter 
from  Lee,  with  a  view  to  surrender  on  the  terms  al- 
ready proposed.  Hostilities  ceased,  Generals  Grant 
and  Lee  met  at  McLean's  house,  in  Appomattox 
Courthouse,  and  a  formal  surrender  took  place  on  the 
following  terms :  Bolls  of  all  the  officers  and  men  to 
be  made  out  in  duplicates^  one  copy  for  each  party ; 
the  officers  to  give  their  individual  paroles  not  to  take 
np  arms  against  the  United  States  until  properly  ex- 
changed, and  all  company  and  regimental  commanders 
to  sign  a  like  parole  for  the  men  of  their  commands; 
the  arms,  artillery,  and  public  property  to  be  packed 
and  stacked,  and  turned  over  to  the  proper  officers  ap- 
pointed to  receive  them.  This  was  not  to  include  the 
side-arms  of  the  officers,  nor  their  private  horses  or 
ba^age;  this  done,  each  officer  trnd  man  was  to  re^ 
turn  home,  to  remain  undisturbed  so  long  as  they  ob- 
served their  paroles  and  the  laws  in  force  where  they 
were  to  reside.  Victors  and  vanquished  then  mingled 
freely  together ;  rations  of  all  kinds  were  issued  to  the 
half-famished  Confederates,  and  the  rest  of  the  after- 
noon of  this  eventful  day  was  spent  in  deeds  of  kind- 
ness and  mutual  rejoicing  that  the  end  had  at  last  been 
reached,  and  peace  was  to  reign  once  more. 

After  the  surrender  of  Lee  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac prepared  to  return,  but  as  yet  Johnston's  army 
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liad  not  surrendered  to  Sherman ;  and  while  this  was 
an  uncertainty,  the  Sixth  Ck)rp8  was  detached  to  Dan- 
viUe,  so  that,  in  case  of  hostiHties  being  resumed  in 
North  Carolina,  a  force  might  be  on  hand  to  aid  Sher- 
man. The  remainder  of  the  army  rested  for  some  days, 
near  Burkesville,  and  then  started  to  return  by  way  of 
Kichmond.  Meantime,  Johnston's  surrender  was  an- 
nounced, and  the  Sixth  Corps  rejoined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 

At  Burkesville  the  army  was  stunned  and  horrified 
at  the  news  of  the  atrocious  murder  of  President  Lin- 
coln. 

After  a  tiresome  march  overland,  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  reached  Alexandria  shortly  afterwanis,  having 
paraded  through  Kichmond,  where  it  was  received 
with  a  certain  amount  of  enthusiasm. 

Encamped  quietly  within  a  few  miles  of  Alexandria, 
the  Brigade  and  Legion  had  now  plenty  of  time  to  de- 
vote to  pleasure,  reminiscences  of  the  past,  and  sad 
memories  of  departed  comrades.  Promotions,  in  r^u- 
lar  order  and  by  brevet,  rewarded  merit  in  every 
grade.  -  First  in  the  line  of  promotions  came  Colonel 
Kugent,  who,  though  entitled  to  a  fiill  commission,  re- 
ceived the  brevet  rank  of  brigadier-generaL  In  the 
Eighty-eighth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Burke  had  already 
had  his  full  commission  as  colonel,  from  the  State ;  but, 
in  addition,  he  received  a  brevet  appointment  in  the 
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XT.  S .  Yolun teers.  Maj  or  J.  W.  Byron ,  of  the  sam  e  regi- 
ment, was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel ; 
Captain  Brady,  of  the  Sixty-third,  was  appointed  lieu- 
tenant-colonel ;  and  Captain  Terwilliger,  major.  Cap- 
tain Black,  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  was  brevetted  to  a  ma- 
jority, and  Captain  McQuade,  of  the  Sixty-third,  both 
in  the  brigade-staff,  received  a  similar  appointment. 

In  the  Legion,  also,  several  brevet  appointments 
were  made;  among  them,  that  of  Colonel  Mclvor,  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general. 

On  the  23d  of  May  a  grand  review  of  the  several 
armies  took  place  at  Washington,  in  presence  of  Pres- 
ident Johnson  and  Cabinet,  the  representatives  of 
foreign  powers,  and  an  immense  concourse  of  citizens 
from  all  parts  of  the  country. 

The  Brigade  returned  to  New  York  early  in  July, 
assisted  at  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth,  and  was 
afterwards  mustered  out  of  service. 


I  have  thus  briefly  sketched  the  services  of  the  Irish 
Brigade  and  the  Irish  Legion,  during  the  vigorous 
campaigns  under  Grant,  in  1864-5.  I  have  labored  to 
be  as  correct  and  impartial  as  possible ;  and  if  I  have, 
in  any  way,  failed  in  the  prosecution  of  this  important 
task,  it  has  been  through  no  feeling  of  partiality,  but 
from  want  of  space,  and  more  extensive  materials. 


w.  o'm. 
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Battles  in  which  the  Brigade  partioipated. — Sketch  of  Brevet  Migor- 
General  T.  F.  Meagher. — Sketch  of  Brigadier-General  Corcoran. — 
Sketch  of  Brigadier-General  Smyth. — Battery  of  the  Irish  Brigade. — 
Sketch  of  the  prominent  officers  of  the  old  Sixty-ninth  N.,T.  S.  M. 
— Sketch  of  the  officers  of  the  Papal  Brigade  who  distiogaished 
themselves  in  the  American  service. — Sketch  of  the  officers  of  the 
Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  V.— Sketch  of  the  officers  of  the  Eighty-eighth 
N.  Y.  v.— Sketch  of  the  officers  of  the  Sixty-third  N.  Y.  V.— Sketch  of 
the  services  and  prominent  officers  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts.— Sketch  of  the  services  and  prominent  officers  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania. 

# 

Thb  Irish  Brigade*  participated  in  the  following  general  engage- 
ments, besides  in  several  minor  actions  and  skirmishes : 
1863. — Siege  of  Yorktown,  ending  May  6th. 
"        June  1st,  battle  of  Fair  Oaks. 


"     27th, 

(( 

Gaines'  Mill. 

M                      ((              ti 

€i 

Savage  Station. 

U                  it            u 

€t 

Allen's  Farm  and  Peach  Orchard. 

"    30th, 

it 

White  Oak  Swamp. 

July  1st, 

ti 

Malvern  Hill. 

Sept.  17th, 

it 

Antietam. 

Dec.  13th, 

« 

Fredericksburg. 

1863.— May  3d, 

ii 

CShancellorsville. 

-       July  8d, 

if 

Gettysburg,  followed  by  Auburn  and 

• 

Bristow  Station. 

1864.— May  5th,  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 

"    8th, 

it 

Todd's  Tavern. 

"    10th, 

M 

Po  River, 

«    12th, 

91 

Spottsylvania. 

"    18th, 

it 

(No.  2.) 

«  The  badge  of  the  Irish  Brigade  was  that  of  the  First  Division,  Second  Oorpi,  the 
red  trefoil  or  Shamnx^. 
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1864. — ^May  26th,  battle  of  tlie  Nortli  Anna  River. 
"  "    80th,         '*  Tolapotomy  Creek. 

"       June  3d,  "  Coal  Harbor. 

**     16th,         "  Petersburg,  followed  by  TeUow  Tav- 

ern, Strawberry  Plains,  and  Pe- 
tersburg (No.  2.) 
1865.— April  25th,  Skinner's  Farm. 


BREVET  MAJOR-GENERAL  THOMAS  FRANCIS  MEAGHER. 

iRELAin)  has  given  birth  to  many  a  ^fted  child  of  genius,  whose 
great  intellects  were  destined  to  enrich  the  literature  of  other 
lands. 

The  commercial  ability,  the  military  genius,  the  comprehensive 
statesmanship  of  the  exiled  children  of  the  Gael  have  added  to  the 
renown  and  lustre  of  almost  every  country  on'the  globe,  whilst  their 
"own  loved  island  of  sorrow*'  weeps  as  Niobe  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth. 

We  are  not  going  to  investigate  this  strange  anomaly  now,  but 
simply  to  give  a  short  sketch  of  one  who  has  run  the  outlaw's  brief 
career,  to  wipe  away  her  tears ;  and  has  since  occupied  a'prominent 
position  both  in  the  civU  and  military  history  of  his  adopted  country. 

Thomas  F.  Meagher  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Waterford,  in  1823. 
His  father  represented  that  borough  in  Parliament,  and  being  in 
every  sense  a  respectable  and  loyal  burgher,  wished  to  bring  up  his 
son  in  the  same  law-abiding  faith.  The  better  to  do  so,  he  placed 
him  under  the  tuition  of  the  venerable  Jesuits  of  Clongowes  and 
Stonyhurst.  While  the  reverend  fathers  were  trying  to  store  his 
mind  with  religious  maxims  that  might  fit  him  for  a  cloister  ;  phi- 
losophy from  the  school  of  Plato,  and  strict  submission  to  the  laws 
of  the  ruling  powers,  because  St.  Paul  says,  "He  that  resisteth  the 
power  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God;"  while  receiving  these 
lessons,  nature  and  his  own  impassioned  poetic  mind  were  teaching 
him  another — a  more  brilliant,  a  more  generous,  though  a  more 
dangerous  one. 

O'Connell  had  roused  and  swayed  the  heart  of  Ireland.  Even  the- 
sedate  Mr.  Meagher,  M.  P.,  joined  his  school  of  repealers,  and  was 
rather  flattered  at  the  brilliant  efforts  of  his  son,  who  accompanied 
him  to  some  of  their  banquets.  O'Connell  saw  what  a  x)ower  so 
imaginative  a  mind,  so  well  stored  with  historical  lore,  and  so  highly 
gifted  with  declamatory  powers,  would  be  to  him ;  so,  through  his 
influence  with  the  fi&ther,  the  young  man  came  prominently  before 
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the  pnblic,  and  became  the  most  brilliant  and  fjEuacinating  repeal 
orator  of  the  day. 

He  soon  formed  an  acquaintance  with  O'Brien,  Mitchel,  Davis, 
DufPjr,  and  others  of  the  leading  repealers.  For  some  time  a  cold- 
ness was  springing  np  between  the  adherents  of  the  no-blood 
policy  of  O'Connell  and  the  more  ardent  repealers,  which  soon  split 
up  into  what  was  called  the  "  Young  Ireland  Party."  It  is  thought 
that  the  good  sense  of  O'Connell  would  have  made  certain  conces- 
sions, which,  would  tend  to  consolidate  the  two  Actions,  had  not 
the  sectional,  mischievous  spirit  of  his  son  John  interfered.. 

The  three  glorious  days  of  revolution  in  Paris  fired  the  enthusias- 
tic hearts  of  the  Irish  revolutionists.  The  French  had  been  success- 
ful. Louis  Philippe  was  hurled  from  the  throne,  and  a  democra<7 
was  springing  up  on  the  ruins  of  an  empire.  Vox  poptUi,  vox  Dei, 
should  be  the  motto  of  all  nations  ;  why  not  of  Ireland,  too  ? 

Meagher  was  one  of  the  deputation  that  went  to  Paris  to  congrat- 
tOate  the  republic  on  its  new-bom  liberty. 

He  came  home  and  sowed  the  revolutionary  seed  broadcast.  The 
gifted  Davis  was  dead,  Mitchel  was  in  prison,  and  soon  sentenced  to 
penal  servitude. 

Death,  exile,  or  prison  threatened  the  revolutionary  leaders  of  *48, 
and  soon  followed  the  upheaving  of  the  weak  against  the  strong,  the 
oppressed  against  the  oppressors,  to  be  followed  by  the  bitter  fruits 
of  the  expatriation  and  death  of  the  noblest  of  the  country. 

It  was  so  in  '98,  yet  the  men  of  '98  would  have  been  successful 
had  they  military -leaders,  and  did  they  but  know  how  to  use  the 
victories  they  had  gained.  The  rum-shops  of  New  Ross  did  more  to 
suppress  the  rebellion  than  the  army  of  England. 

In  '48  we  again  wanted  military  leaders.  The  men  of  '48  were  as 
bright  a  galaxy  of  genius,  eloquence,  and  poetry  as  Ireland,  or  any 
other  country,  ever  produced.  What  could  be  nobler  than  the  high- 
toned,  defiant  conduct  of  Smith  O'Brien  ?  He  bearded  the  lion  in 
his  den,  and  told  that  august  body,  called  the  British  Lords  and 
Commons  assembled,  that  poor  oppressed  Ireland  should  have  her 
own,  even  with  the  sword.  It  was  a  bold  declaration,  coming  from 
such  a  man  and  in  such  a  place. 

What  could  tend  more  to  fire  up  a  people  who  yearned  for  free- 
dom than  the  bitter,  caustic  writings  of  Mitchel ;  the  fiery,  impas- 
sioned words  of  Meagher;  the  burning,  defiant  poems  of  Davis, 
Duffy,  Speranza,  Eva  Barry,  and  a  host  of  other  poets,  whose  burn- 
ing stanzas  corroded  the  tyrant's  chain,  and  fired  the  patriot's  heart 
to  dare  the  barricades  ? 
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The  people  were  inflflmed ;  the  ooontiy  swarmed  with  dabs ;  the 
goyemment  put  that  powerful  engine,  trial  by  jury — save  the  mark  I 
^into  operation ;  and  then,  in  order  to  precipitate  the  morement, 
they  suspended  the  Tidbeas  corpus,  act,  compelling  Smith  O^rien  and 
his  'associates  to  appeal  to  the  country  before  they  had  matured 
their  plans,  or,  in  fact,  formed  any  plans  at  all. 

These  men,  who  shone  so  brilliantly  with  the  patriot's  tongue 
and  poet's  pen,  were  but  mere  children  at  the  game  of  war.  Hie 
peasantry  rushed  around  Smith  O'Brien  in  Hpperaiy,  armed  with 
every  rude  weapon  they  could  grasp.  He  told  them  that  he  did  not 
want  to  fight  for  the  present,  he  only  wanted  to  protect  himself 
from  arrest.  This  was  in  the  month  of  July ;  a  fiBunine  was  raging 
through  the  country;  the  disheartened  people  returned  to  their 
homes  to  die  of  starvation,  instead  of  fidling  on  the  battle-field  as 
they  desired,  and  the  fiasco  exploded  at  Farrinroiy,  in  July,  1848. 

The  arrests  and  trials  of  (XBrien,  Meagher,  McManus,  (yDonoghue, 
and  several  others  followed. 

The  conspirators,  as  they  were  called,  were  all  sentenced  to  be  ex- 
ecuted at  Qonmel  Jail,  which  sentence  was  subsequently  commuted 
to  penal  servitude  for  life. 

Meagher's  address,  when  asked  what  he  had  to  say  that  sentence 
of  death  should- not  be  passed  upon  him,  whether  considered  in  its 
literary  bearings,  or  as  a  calm  manly  exposition  of  his  pcdicy  and  the 
cause  that  influenced  him  to  take  up  arms  against  the  government 
of  England,  scarcely  ranks  second  to  Robert  Emmet's  death  speech. 
There  was  nothing  of  the  braggadocio,  nothing  of  the  straining  after 
fame  in  his  bold,  manly  speech,  under  the  shadow  of  the  gallows. 
He  was  sent  to  Australia,  to  undergo  his  penal  servitude.  Away  in 
the  wild  bush  he  formed  some  agreeable  acquaintances.  He  spent 
his  time  fishing  and  fowling,  and  visiting  the  rei^>ectable  settlers 
within  his  prescribed  limits.  O'Brien  and  he  often  spent  evenings 
together.  Meagher,  in  some  of  his  letters,  gives  quite  graphic  and 
entertaining  sketches  of  his  penal  servitude,  which,  in  justioe,  we 
must  sa^,  was  servitude  only  so  fiEtr  as  it  limited  him  to  a  certain 
locality,  and  to  certain  prescribed  forms  that  merely  curtailed  his 
general  liberty.  We  would  like  to  dwell  upon  these  wanderings  by 
lake  and  wood,  only  that  it  would  render  our  sketch  too  long  fat  our 
limits.  In  the  course  of  his  rambles  and  visits  he  formed  the  acquaint- 
ance of  an  estimable  young  lady,  daughter  to  a  wealthy  settler.  Her 
companionship,  for  she  was  well-educated  and  accomplished,  relieved 
the  monotony  of  his  sequestered  life.  This  romantic  friendi^p  grew 
into  love,  and  she  became  his  wife.    After  the  t^rth  of  their  diuld. 
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Meagher,  having  formed  his  resolution  of  making  his  escape  to 
America,  had  to  leave  her  after  him.  She  sailed  for  Ireland,  and, 
accompanied  by  his  father,  she  visited  him  in  America;  but  her 
health  being  delicate,  she  had  to  return. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written  about  his  escax)e  from  Au8tralia» 
his  enemies  charging  him  with  violating  his  parole,  while  his  friends 
state  the  contrary.  Meagher's  own  statement,  confirmed  by  the  tes- 
timony of  Jdim  Mitchel  and  Smith  O'Brien,  who  was  remarkable 
lor  his  strict  observance  of  honor,  should  satisfy  all  parties  that 
Meagher's  conduct  was  strictly  honorable  all  through. 

He  effected  his  escape  to  America  in  1852,  and  on  his  arrival  he 
was  enthusiastically  received  and  feted. 

He  soon  afterwards  delivered  a  series  of  lectures  throughout  the 
North,  making  a  tour  also  of  the  Southern  States.  His  orations 
were  brilliant  and  effective,  but  rather  partaking  of  the  florid ;  how- 
ever, time  has  considerably  curbed  this  declamatory  style. 

He  was  warmly  received  in  the  Southern  States,  and  feted  every- 
where he  went.  The  appreciation  of  this  kindness  made  him  feel  re- 
luctant in  subsequently  taking  up  arms  against  such  warm  personal 
friends ;  but  he  felt  that  all  friendship  should  be  merged  in  the  sal- 
vation of  the  Union.  He  travelled  through  Costa  Rica,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  government,  and  succeeded  in  establishing  some  very  ad- 
vantageous relations  between  these  republics  and  the  United  States.  * 
His  descriptions  of  this  tour,  published  in  Harper's,  were  very  fine 
and  brilliant. 

After  his  arrival  in  New  York  from  Australia,  he  devoted  himself 
to  the  practice  of  the  law,  hut  found  it  rather  dry  and  methodical  for 
one  of  his  ardent  temperament. 

In  April,  1856,  he  started  the  "  Irish  News,"  which  reached  a  large 
circulation,  and  was  a  very  able  journal,  displaying  great  abUity  and 
honesty. 

His  career  in  America,  untU  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  was  that 
of  a  successful  literaiy  man.  As  a  writer,  a  lecturer,  and  a  journal- 
ist he  was  eminently  successful,  and  had  he  the  same  amount  of  in- 
domitable perseverance  as  he  had  of  talent,  he  might  have  won  an 
enviable  reputation  either  in  the  field  of  literature  or  politics. 

His  first  wife  having  died  at  his  father's  in  Waterford,  he,  after 
two  years'  widowerhood,  married  a  Miss  Townsend,  daughter  to  a 
wealthy  merchant  of  the  Empire  City.  She  has  made  him  an  ex- 
cellent, loving  wife.  Possessing  all  the  refinement  and  elegance  of 
a  highly  cultivated  lady,  she  partook  of  his  camp-fare,  and  now  is 
sharing  his  fortunes  amidst  the  rough  scenes  of  pioneer  life  on  the 
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Pacific  coast.  At*  the  breaking  ont  of  tlie  war  he  was  captam  of  a 
guard,  called  after  him  Meagher's  Guards,  which  served  with  him 
at  Bull  liun. 

The  history  of  his  services  during  the  war  being  given  in  foil  in 
the  body  of  the  work,  it  is  needless  to  recapitulate  them.  In  1864 
he  was  reinstated  in  his  command,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Genenl 
Sherman  in  the  South. 

He  did  so,  and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  a  division  formed 
of  the  invalids  and  returning  veterans  of  Sherman's  army.  These 
were  stationed  at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  when  Hood  was  moving 
on  Nashville,  and  Sherman  had  gone  down  to  the  sea.  General 
Steedman,  who  commanded  at  Chattanooga,  had  to  &11  back  towards 
Nashville,  covering  the  line  of  railroad,  leaving  General  Meagher  in 
command  at  Chattanooga. 

The  railroad  was  cut,  the  battle  of  Nashville  fought,  Chatta- 
nooga was  for  several  days  cut  off  and  threatened;  but  the  admira- 
ble disposition  made  of  the  garrison,  and  the  fortification  of  the  outer 
line  of  works,  deterred  the  enemy's  attack. 

Major-General  Steedman  highly  complimented  General  Meagher  in 
special  orders  and  private  letters  for  his  able  management  of  affidrs. 

The  troops  \mder  General  Meagher  were  ordered  in  1865  to  jdn 
Sherman's  army  in  North  Carolina,  and  were  assigned  to  their  dif- 
ferent commands.  This  threw  General  Meagher  out  of  command 
again,  and  the  war  soon  coming  to  an  end,  he  resigned.  He  was^ 
however,  brevetted  major-general ;  and,  by  order  of  the  Premdent, 
went  to  Montana,  where  he  now  fills  the  position  of  acting  governor 
of  that  Territory. 


BRIGADIERpGENERAL  MICHAEL  CORCORAN. 

Ik  times  of  popular  exdtement  and  revolutions  men  of  power  and 
energy  are  sure  to  rise  to  the  sur£Eu;e.  The  people  bow  before  the 
decisions  of  superior  minds,  and  the  latter  soon  mould  them  to  theiz 
wills.  Michael  Corcoran  was  a  man  who  forced  his  way  upwards 
from  the  people.  He  was  descended  from  an  old  stock,  his  &mily 
claiming  direct  relationship  to  the  renowned  Earl  of  Lucan — the 
bravest  soldier  of  his  day— through  his  great  gprandmother,  who 
was  fourth  daughter  of  William  Fitzgerald,  of  Cloonmore,  in  the 
county  of  Roscommon,  and  great  grand-daughter  of  Sarsfield. 

In  1746  she  married  Patrick  McDonagh  Thomas  Corcoran.  The 
fitther  of  the  general  was  a  half-pay  officer,  who  had  served  in  the 
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West  Indies  for  several  years.  On  his  retirement  lie  married  Mary 
McDonagh. 

Michael  Corcoran  was  bom  on  the  21st  September,  1827,  in  Car- 
rowkeel,  county  Sligo.  After  receiving  as  good  an  education  as 
circumstances  would  admit,  he  joined  the  Irish  constabulary  force, 
when  only  nineteen,  and  remained  in  them  three  years,  during 
which  time  he  was  statione<^  at  Creislough,  county  Donegal.  In 
August,  1849,  he  resigned  and  emigrated  to  America;  where  he  at 
first  had  to  undergo  many  of  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  which 
emigrants  have  too  often  to  encounter  in  their  early  career  in 
America.  These  young  Corcoran  soon  overcame,  owing  to  his 
directness  of  purpose  and  steadiness  of  action.  After  some  time  he 
entered  the  employment  of  Mr.  John  Heeney,  of  "  Hibernian  Hall," 
New  York,  whom  he  soon  afterwards  succeeded  as  proprietor.  He 
subsequently  held  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  x>06t-office. 

General  Corcoran's  history  commences  with  his  military  career, 
and  may  be  dated  from  the  time  he  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  as  private. 
His  military  passion  and  his  previous  knowledge  of  military  tactics 
were  of  great  advantage  to  him,  and  he  soon  rose  to  be  orderly  ser- 
geant, next  first  lieutenant,  and  next  captain,  displaying  all  through 
the  greatest  ability  and  fitness  for  the  different  positions.  During 
what  was  called  the  Quarantine  War,  on  Staten  Island,  Captain 
Corcoran's  services  elicited  the  following  tribute  of  merit  &om  the 
Inspector-General : 

"  What  I  might  say  of  Captain  Corcoran,  as  to  his  military  knowl. 
edge,  would  not  add  to  his  already  known  reputation  as  the  best,  if 
not  the  very  best,  officer  of  his  rank  in  the  First  Division." 

He  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacant  colonelcy  of  his  regiment,  the 
Sixty-ninth,  August  25th,  1859. 

On  the  occasion  of  the  visit  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  New  York, 
when  flunkeys  were  in  a  craze  to  pay  him  honor.  Colonel  Corcoran 
refused  to  parade  his  regiment  on  the  occasion. 

He  simply  said  that,  as  an  Irishman,  he  could  not  consistently 
parade  Irish-bom  citizens  in  honor  of  the  son  of  a  sovereign,  under 
whose  rule  Ireland  was  left  a  desert  and  her  best  sons  exiled  or 
banished. 

The  subsequent  action  of  England  during  the  rebellion  fully  jus- 
tified Colonel  Corcoran  in  refusing  to  parade  his  men  on  such  a  sham 
display  of  mock  royalty.  Colonel  Corcoran  was  court-martialled  for 
disobedience  of  orders,  but  the  inception  of  the  war  dissolved  the 
court-martial,  for  one  of  the  first  regiments  to  volunteer  for  the  seat 
of  war  was  the  gallant  Sixty-ninth.    Even  while  the  court-martial 
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was  pending,  Colonel  Corcoran  allowed  his  disinterestedness  and 
purity.  While  under  arrest,  some  of  the  officers  of  the  reguncnt 
thought  that  they  should  not  turn  out ;  but  the  colonel  immediately 
published  a  letter,  telling  them  not  to  take  his  position  into  account, 
but  to  stand  by  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  the  sacred  principles  in- 
Tolved  in  its  sustainment. 

We  need  not  here  recapitulate  the  services  of  the  gallant  Sixty- 
ninth  at  Bull  Run.  General  Corcoran,  in  reply  to  a  piesentatioii 
speech  at  the  Astor  House,  speaking  of  Bull  Run,  said  : 

"  I  did  not  surrender  until  I  foxmd  myself,  after  having  saooess- 
fully  taken  my  regiment  off  the  field,  left  with  only  seven  men  and 
surrounded  by  the  enemy.** 

Elsewhere  he  said : 

"  The  Sixty-ninth  did  not  fear  the  rebel  cavalry,  and  on  their  ap- 
proach formed  a  hollow  square,  inside  of  which  Generals  Sherman 
and  McDowell  sought  shelter  and  received  it.  The  attack  of  cavaliy 
was  repulsed.  Immediately  afterwards  a  general  stampede  had 
taken  place;  ambulances  and  wagons  came  on  like  an  avalanche, 
and  in  order  to  get  his  regiment  out  of  the  way  he  ordeired  them  to 
the  right.  He  was  satisfied  the  men  did  not  hear  this  order,  as 
only  Lieutenant  Connelly  and  Captam  Mclvor  and  some  seven  os 
eight  others  followed  him,  the  regiment  being  broken  and  carried 
along  with  the  current.  With  these  few  men  he  held  some  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  at  bay,  untU  remonstrated  with  by  Captain  Mclvor  and 
others,  who  said  :  '  For  God's  sake,  colonel,  surrender,  and  save  the 
lives  of  these  few  brave  men — there  is  no  use  in  sacrificing  them.' " 

Colonel  Corcoran  and  his  brave  companions  were  hurried  off  to 
Richmond  prison.  After  being  detained  here  for  several  months, 
and  treated  with  unusual  severity,  he  was  transferred  to  Columbia, 
thence  to  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

When  in  Richmond,  several  officers  were  writing  letters  begging 
the  interposition  of  the  Government  in  their  behalf.  And  also  when 
he  and  several  other  officers  were  selected  for  execution,  in  retalia- 
tion for  some  privateersmen  in  the  hands  of  the  Federal  authorities^ 
Colonel  Corcoran  wrote  a  dignified,  patriotic  letter,  saying,  "  that  he 
wished  the  Government  to  act  on  its  own  conviction  of  just  policy, 
and  that  if  it  were  best  for  the  cause  that  the  privateersmen  should 
be  hung  as  pirates,  he  would  cheerfully  surrender  his  life,  if  the  South 
chose  to  take  it  in  retaliation.'' 

His  treatment  was  so  unfoir,  that  Schuyler  Colftx,  of  Indiana^ 
made  the  following  motion  in  the  House  of  Representatiye^  at 
Washincrton : 
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"Whereas,  Micliael  Corcoran,  who  was  taken  prisoner  at  the 
battle-field  of  Manassas,  has,  after  suffering  other  indignities,  been 
confined,  by  the  rebel  authorities,  in  the  cell  of  a  convicted  felon, 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  requested 
to  similarly  confine  James  M.  Mason,  late  of  Virginia,  now  in  cus- 
tody at  Port  Warren,  until  Colonel  Corcoran  shall  be  treated  as  the 
United  States  have  treated  all  prisoners  taken  by  them  on  the 
battle-field." 

Colonel  Corcoran  was  detained  thirteen  months  in  Southern  pris- 
ons before  exchanged.  He  was  finally  released  about  the  middle  of 
August,  1863. 

On  his  way  home  his  reception  in  Washington,  Baltimore,  and 
Philadelphia,  was  one  perfect  ovation,  perhaps  never  surpassed 
since  the  days  of  the  immortal  Washington. 

In  New  York,  the  reception  accorded  him  surpassed  any  similar 
display  of  modem  times.  All  classes,  without  distinction,  xmited 
with  a  heartiness,  truly  inspiring,  to  do  honor  to  a  man  whose  truly 
American  patriotism  had  subjected  him  to  such  dangers  and  priva- 
tions, and  whose  well-known  love  of  Ireland  had  been  the  most  pro- 
minent trait  in  his  character.  Corooran's  character  was  fully  vindi- 
cated by  subsequent  events. 

The  bitter  hostility  of  England  towards  the  Republic,  manifested 
in  the  actions  of  her  politicians  and  the  material  aid  given  to  the 
Confederacy,  justified  his  refusal  in  turning  out  to  honor  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  and  showed  the  correctness  of  the  Irish-American  senti- 
ment towards  England. 

At  Jersey  City  the  members  of  the  Common  Council,  heads  of  de. 
partments,  members  of  the  press,  and  other  distinguished  citizens 
waited  on  him  with  congratulatory  addresses.  Common  Councils, 
corporate  bodies,  and  private  indi^duals  vied  with  one  another  in 
paying  him  respect. 

Presentation  swords  and  medals  were  given  him.  Civil  appoint- 
ments were  ofiered  him.  All  this  pomp  and  parade  did  not  turn  his 
head.  He  steadily  and  persistenUy  devoted  himself  to  the  grand 
object  he  had  in  view — namely,  to  raise  a  brigade  to  sustain  the  fiag 
of  his  adopted  country,  and,  perJiaps,  to  raise  a  fiag  on  the  soil  of 
his  native  land. 

He  was  frank,  heroic,  and  purely  unselfish  The  following  noble 
expression,  which  occurs  in  one  of  his  speeches  at  the  time,  fully 
shows  the  honesty  of  the  man  and  the  purity  of  his  patriotism : 

'*  Democrat  as  I  am,  I  will  grasp  the  hand  of  an  Abolitionist,  or  a 
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Enow-Nothing,  who  will  stand  Bhonlder  to  shoulder  with  me  in 
this  war." 

With  the  ftill  commission  of  a  brigadier-general  and  power  to 
raise  a  Legion,  he  set  to  work  and  embodied  the  Irish  Legion,  which 
was  more  generally  called  the  "Corcoran  Legion." 

In  a  very  short  time  he  saw  himself  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  finest 
commands  that  ever  took  the  field.  After  a  probationary  stay  at 
Camp  Scott,  Staten  Island,  they  proceeded  to  Virginia,  and  were 
stationed  at  Su£fblk. 

Towards  the  dose  of  January,  1863,  the  rebel  general,  Roger  A. 
Pryor,  crossed  the  Blackwater,  with  three  regiments  of  infimtry, 
fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  and  about  one  hundred  cavalry. 

GenersJ  Corcoran  had  received  orders  from  General  Peck  to  ad- 
vance from  Sufiblk  on  a  reconnoissanoe,  to  observe  Pryor's  move- 
ments. A  very  sharp  engagement  followed  at  a  place  called  the 
Deserted  House,  in  which  the  Legion  was  eminently  sucoessfiiL 
This  was  the  first  fight  in  which  the  Legion  particq>ated,  and  the 
skill  of  the  general,  as  well  as  the  bravery  of  the  men,  were  highly 
extoUed  by  General  Peck  in  his  general  orders. 

The  Legion  spent  the  summer  of  1863  guarding  the  forts  and 
lines  of  communications,  also  in  picketing  the  front  around  Fair&x 
and  other  points.  This  service  required  continual  vigilance,  and 
was  a  first-rate  school  to  train  the  men  for  more  active  campaigning ; 
besides,  they  had  several  brushes  with  Moseby  and  his  men,  also 
with  rebel  posts  and  pickets. 

While  stationed  near  Fairfax,  General  Corcoran  resolved  to  cele- 
brate the  Christmas  holidays  of  1863  in  splendid  style,  and  had  iii> 
vited  several  guests  for  the  occasion — among  them  General  Meagher, 
who  was  spending  a  few  days  with  him  in  camp.  Immediately  before 
Christmas  he  had  ridden  from  his  headquarters  to  the  station  with 
General  Meagher,  and  on  his  return  back  had  ridden  the  general's 
horse,  a  very  spirited  animal.  He  was  somewhat  in  advance  of 
his  staff,  and  going  rather  hard  at  the  time;  suddenly  he  was 
seen  to  Ml  from  the  horse,  and  on  his  ofi&cers  coming  up  they  found 
him  senseless,  merely  breathing.  Whether  he  fell  off  in  a  fit  or 
was  killed  by  the  feill  is  not  known.  He  died  in  the  course  of  the 
following  night. 

Thus  died,  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  as  brave  a  soldier  and  as 
sterling  an  Irishman  as  ever  lived.  He  was  a  loss  to  America,  for 
his  name  and  reputation  were  talismanic  to  collect  his  countrymen 
to  his  standard.  He  was  a  loss  to  Ireland,  for  the  dearest  wish  of 
his  heart  was  to  live  to  strike  for  her  independence ;  and  from  his 
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experience  as  a  soldier,  his  wisdom  as  a  general,  and  liis  pmdenoe 
and  foresight  as  a  man,  who  knows  what  he  would  have  accom- 
plished had  he  lived  ? 


BRIGADIBR-aENERAL  THOMAS  SMYTH. 

The  lives  of  some  men  are  crowded  with  incidents  from  their 
boyhood.  This  is  owing  to  the  cause  that  they  mingle  much  in  the 
busy  scenes  and  strifes  of  life. 

Other  men  live  on  in  the  quiet  routine,  until  stirring  events  call 
them  into  action.  Few  thought  that  the  courteous,  skilled  mechanic 
possessed  all  the  attributes  of  the  hero ;  and  only  for  the  civil  war, 
Thomas  Smyth  would  have  lived  unseen,  unknown  to  all  save  his 
neighbors  and  those  whom  business  relations  brought  him  in  con- 
tact with. 

Thomas  Smyth  was  bom  December  25,  1832,  in  Fermoy,  county 
Cork,  and  emigrated  to  this  country  in  1854,  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-two  years.  He  was  always  remarkable  for  his  intelligence 
and  application  to  study  and  business. 

On  his  arrival  in  America  he  went  to  work  for  his  unde,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  carriage  business  at  Philadelphia.  After  four  years 
at  the  trade  in  Philadelphia  he  removed  to  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
and  followed  the  same  business  as  his  unde.  He  was  then  a  young 
man  of  much  promise.  He  had  read  much,  and  had  weU  stored  his 
mind  with  history,  philosophy,  and'  poetry.  In  literary  cirdes  and 
debating  sodeties  he  took  a  prominent  part.  At  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  his  military  ardor  was  stirred.  He  was  fired  with  a  desire 
of  doing  something  for  his  adopted  countiy,  and  he  felt  that  he  had 
the  right  stuff  within  him  to  make  his  mark,  if  he  only  got  the 
chance.  *  He  at  once  raised  a  company  of  ardent  young  patriots  like 
himself,  and  joined  the  Twenty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  as 
captain  of  company  H.  At  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service 
be  returned  to  his  home  in  Wilmington  for  a  short  time. 

The  first  Delaware  regiment  of  volunteers  was  being  organized, 
and  Captain  Smyth  was  offered  the  minority. 

The  regiment  was  attached  to  the  TMrd  Brigade,  Second  Division, 
Second  Army  Corps. 

It  is  needless  to  follow  its  history,  for  it  is  that  of  the  gallant 
Second  Corps,  which  was  second  to  none  in  the  army.  Smyth's  ex- 
ecutive ability  and  coolness  as  an.  officer,  and  his  romantic  bravery 
in  action,  made  him  not  only  a  &vorite  with  his  men,  who  almost 
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iddized  him,  but  also  with  his  superior  offioen^  who  lopected  nd 
admired  him. 

He  rose  rapidly  to  the  oolonelcy  of  the  regiment,  and  also  to  the 
command  of  hia  brigade.  His  daring  e]qdoitB  and  narrow  escapes  in 
battle  were  remarkable,  and  he  at  length  b^gan  to  fxazf  that  he 
had  a  charmed  life. 

In  March,  1864^  he  was  appcrfnted  to  the  conmiand  of  the  Irish 
Brigade,  with  which  he  was  a  great  fkrorite.  He  had  a  fine,  portly, 
soldierly  appearance,  a  pleaong,  insinuating  address,  and  always 
tried  to  correct  evils  in  camp  more  by  contrast  and  moral  effect  than 
by  punishment.  On  this  accoont  his  camps  were  always  remariEa- 
ble  for  their  cleanliness,  his  men  for  their  order,  sobriety,  and  efll- 
dency.  While  commanding  the  Irish  Brigade  he  had  so  ingratiated 
himself  with  the  troops  that  they  actually  wept  when  he  left»  and 
the  oflScers  presented  him  with  an  address. 

About  the  end  of  May,  Colonel  Bumes,  having  been  on  recruiting 
duty  for  some  time,  returned  to  his  command.  He  outranked 
Colonel  Smyth,  so  the  latter  went  back  to  his  former  command. 

In  September  he  was  appointed  Brigadier-OeneraL  He  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  various  engagements,  and  was  kiDed  near 
Farmville  just  two  days  before  Lee's  surrender.  He  was  riding  out- 
side the  picket-lines  when  shot  through  the  &ce  by  a  diarpBhooter. 
At  the  time,  he  stood  one  of  the  first  on  the  list  for  a  major-generalBhip. 
In  appearance  General  Smyth  had  few  superiors ;  tail,  of  a  muscular 
frame,  with  a  native  dignity  and  commanding  grace  about  him, 
you  could  scarcely  see  a  finer-looking  man  or  a  truer  specimen  of 
a  soldier.  His  military  history  is  a  history  of  the  campaigns  in  Vir- 
ginia, for  there  were  but  few  battles  of  importance  in  which  he  did 
not  serve.  With  the  coolness  and  judgment  of  the  scientific  officer 
he  combined  a  bravery  almost  amounting  to  rashness.  He  generally 
rode  in  front  of  his  own  picket-lines^  along  the  outer  posts,  to  make 
sure  that  all  was  right.  It  was  a  general  remark  among  the  men-^ 
"  Well,  if  General  Smyth  escapes  he  has  a  charmed  life."  Gteneral 
Smyth  was  in  every  sense  a  credit  to  his  race  and  his  country.  like 
Corcoran,  he  was  thoroughly  national,  and  joined  every  patriotic 
movement  which  had  for  its  aim  the  liberation  of  Ireland.  The 
greatest  hope  of  his  life  was  to  strike  a  blow  for  her  freedom,  for,  like 
most  Irishmen,  he  felt  the  degradation  of  being  a  race  without  a 
country,  and  of  winning  renown  on  foreign  battle-fields,  while  his 
countrymen  at  home  were  a  starved,  despised  race.  In  him  and 
General  Corcoran,  Ireland  lost  two  of  her  noblest  and  pozeit  patriots 
—England,  two  of  her  bitterest  foes. 
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BATTERY  OF  THE  IRISH  BRIGADE. 

This  is  an  axm  of  the  service  of  which  I  have  made  but  little  men- 
tioii  in  the  body  of  my  work,  simply  because  the  artillery,  though 
zaised  specially  for  the  brigade,  was  divided  among  the  other  batter- 
ies of  the  division. 

Caftain  William  H.  Hogan,  after  an  adventurous  life  and  many 
hairbreadth  escapes,  arrived  in  New  York  vdth  prizes  he  had  cap- 
tured on  the  James  River  while  serving  in  the  Union  Coast  Guard. 
He,  while  in  charge  of  a  gunboat,  captured  the  schooner  Topsie, 
with  a  cargo  of  tobacco,  valued  at  thirty-eight  thousand  dollars. 
His  services  on  the  James  River  were  of  the  greatest  importance  in 
preventing  privateering  between  Baltimore  and  the  rebel  lines. 

Captain  Hogan  was  bom  in  Nenagh,  county  Tipperaiy,  Ireland, 
about  the  year  1820.  He  went  to  Dublin  at  an  early  age,  and  be- 
came connected  with  the  press  and  with  every  popular  movement 
that  agitated  the  times.  Being  actively  engaged  in  the  '48  move- 
ment, he  had  to  fiy  to  New  York,  where  he  became  engaged  in  the 
printing  and  newspaper  business. 

On  his  arrival  in  New  York  with  his  prize  finom  the  James  River, 
he  found  that  General  Meagher  was  organizing  the  Irish  Brigade, 
and  soon  got  transferred  from  the  Coast  Guard  to  his  command,  and 
raised  a  battery  of  artillery.  When  the  Brigade  left  Port  Schuyler, 
the  artillery  sections,  uncfer  command  of  Captains  Hogan  and  McMa- 
hon,  the  whole  being  under  the  command  of  MiEJor  O'NeU,  were  sent 
to  Capitol  Hill  for  instruction.  After  a  few  months  Captain  Hogan's 
command  was  sent  to  join  the  Brigade,  then  before  Yorktown.  It 
comprised  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  men,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
horses,  and  six  ten-pound  Parrott  guns.  By  a  special  order  of 
McCleUan's  this  fine  battery  was  divided  into  three  sections  and 
assigned  to  the  other  batteries  in  the  division.  Thenceforth  it  lost 
its  identity  as  a  part  of  the  Irish  Brigade.  Major  O'Neil  and  Captain 
Hogan  soon  after  joined  General  Meagher's  stafil  The  former  was 
killed  by  a  &11  from  his  horse— the  latter  has  survived  all  the  vids- 
situdes  of  life  in  camp  and  in  the  field. 

One  of  the  officers  of  this  battery  was  the  brave  Captain  Robtt. 
He  was  attached  to  General  Hancock's  staff,  and  for  his  good  con. 
duct  and  gallantry  was  transferred  to  the  command  of  a  battery 
just  previous  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  where  he  was  killed  at  the 
close  of  the  engagement,  after  having  smashed  the  rebel  column 
which  had  advanced  on  his  guns  and  on  our  lines. 
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Majob  Tom  CNeil  waa  well  known  in  Boston  as  a  wliole-sonled 
and  generous  man,  ever  ready  to  help  any  one  needing  his  assist- 
ance. He  was  bom  in  Yonghal,  county  Cork,  Ireland,  and  when 
yet  quite  young  joined  the  Fifteenth  Hussars,  in  which  corps  he  re> 
mained  eight  years,  when  he  was  discharged  and  came  to  this  coun- 
try in  1842,  arriving  in  New  York.  There  he  remained  imlil  1845, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Third  Dragoons,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Mexican  War. 

He  went  to  Mexico,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  there  was  detailed 
as  orderly  to  General  Pierce,  retaining  that  position  until  the  dose 
of  the  war.  He  then  came  back  to  New  York  and  was  discharged, 
and  soon  after  married.  He  then  came  to  Boston,  where  he  re- 
mained imtil  November,  1861,  when  he  was  commissioned  Major  of 
the  Tenth  Regiment  N.  Y.  Artillery,  which  was  assigned  as  the 
Fifth  Regiment  of  Meagher's  Irish  Biigade ;  and  in  this  he  remained 
until,  as  senior  major,  he  was  appointed  on  the  sta£f.  He  died,  Nov- 
ember 28th,  at  the  Military  Hospital  in  Georgetown,  from  injuries 
received  by  his  horse  running  away  and  throwing  him. 


SKETCHES  OF   A    FEW  PROMINENT   OFFICERS  OF  THE 

OLD  SIXTY-NINTH. 

J.  P.  McIyob,  bom  1837,  in  Ireland ;  came  to  America  in  1852 ; 
volunteered  as  a  private  in  1861,  in  the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment, 
N.  Y.  S.  M.,  when  said  regiment  offered  its  services  to  the  government, 
April,  1861 ;  was  elected  and  commissioned  as  captain  of  Company  \ 
April  23, 1861 ;  was  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  at  which  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  with  Colonel  Corcoran,  and  so  remained  till  August, 
1862  ;  assisted  in  raising  and  organizing  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
tieth Regiment,  N.  Y.  V.,  for  Corcoran's  Irish  Legion ;  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  with  the  last-named  regiment  as  lieutenant- 
colonel,  October  7, 1862 ;  March  1st,  1863,  was  promoted  to  be  colo- 
nel ;  served  during  the  siege  of  Suffolk ;  assigned  to  the  guarding  of 
the  railroad  firom  Alexandria  to  Bull  Run  Bridge ;  May,  1864,  joined 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac ;  assigned  to  the  Second  Army  Corps ; 
took  part  in  all  the  engagements  of  said  army  from  Spottsylvania 
Courthouse  to  the  surrender  of  the  insurgent  army  under  General  R. 
E.  Lee,  April,  1865  ;  was  commissioned  brigadier-general  by  brevet, 
for  *'  gallantry  and  highly  meritorious  services"  during  the  campaign, 
in  which  he  commanded  Corcoran's  Irish  Legion,  Second  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Second  Army  Corpa 
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LzEDTENAlTT  Edmond  Gonnollt,  bom  March,  1825,  in  Irdaad ; 
emigrated  to  this  oountiy,  1839 ;  entered  the  company  of  Lancers  at- 
tached to  the  Fourth  Bri^e,  First  Division  of  New  York  Militia,  as 
a  private ;  was  afterwards  promoted  to  a  lieutenantcy,  which  position 
he  held  when  the  rebellion  broke  out.  The  lancers  were  ordered  to 
report  to  General,  then  Colonel  Corcoran,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y. 
M.,  when  said  regiment  volunteered  its  services  to  the  government 
in  April,  1861.  Lieutenant  Connolly  was  one  among  the  three  mem- 
bers of  the  company  who  reported  ;  he  was  assigned  to  Company  A, 
afterwards  to  Company  E ;  partook  in  the  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
at  which  engagement  he  was  taken  prisoner,  and  so  remained 
until  April,  1862.  His  conduct  in  action  was  gallant,  in  prison 
dignified  to  his  enemies,  to  his  fellow-prisoners  kind  and  generous. 
If  he  was  not  a  hero  he  would  not  have  been  taken  prisoner. 
In  the  retreat  of  his  regiment  from  the  battle-field  of  Bull  Run, 
he  was  well  in  advance  and  in  no  danger;  but  when  he  heard 
the  command  of  his  colonel  to  "rally  on  the  colors,"  he  obeyed 
the  order. 

Jambs  B.  Eirker,  a  native  of  New  York,  for  years  in  the  Sixty- 
ninth,  was  captain  of  engineers,  and  served  with  it  until  after  the 
battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  subsequently  joined  the  Corcoran  Legion  as 
quartermaster,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  good  service,  and  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  and  approval  of  General  Corcoran.  Captain 
Eirker  rendered  important  services  on  the  different  committees 
formed  to  raise  and  equip  the  Irish  regiments,  as  also  to  provide  for 
their  families. 

In  coi^  unction  with  the  Union  Fund  Committee,  he  raised  about 
forty  thousand  dollars,  and  rendered  many  more  important  services 
to  the  cause. 

For  the  sketches  of  the  Corcoran  Legion,  the  writer  is  much  in- 
debted to  the  able  letters  of  Brigade  Surgeon  John  Dwyer,  which 
have  appeared  in  the  Irish  American. 


Names  of  Com^^omy  Officers  commanding  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York 

State  Militia  at  Bull  Bun, 

James  Eelly,  captain  Company  H ;  James  Cavanagh,  captain 
Company  C ;  Patrick  Eelly,  captain  Company  E ;  Thomas  Clarke, 
captain  Company  D ;  John  Breslin,  captain  Company  F  ;  Wm.  But- 
ler, lieutenant  Company  I ;  John  Coonan,  lieutenant  Company  I ; 


546  APPXSDIX. 

Theodore  Eellj,  lientenant  Company  A ;  Wm.  M.  GOes,  lientenaiit 
Company  B ;  Ed.  E.  Bntler,  lientenant  Company  E ;  James  Qninlan, 
captain  engineers ;  Daniel  Strain,  lientenant  Company  A. ;  D.  L.  Sul- 
livan, lieutenant  Company  A ;  Thomas  Leddy,  lientenant  Company 
B;  Laurence  Cahill,  lieutenant  Company  B;  James  Smith,  lieutenant 
Company  C ;  Jasper  M.  Whitty,  lieutenant  Company  C ;  Bichard 
Dalton,  lieutenant  Company  D ;  Michael  CBoyle,  lieutenant  Com- 
pany D ;  Wm.  S.  McManus,  lieutenant  Company  E ;  Patrick  Duify, 
lieutenant  Company  F ;  John  H.  Nugent,  lieutenant  Company  F ; 
Henry  J.  Mahon,  lieutenant  Company  G ;  Matthew  Murphy,  lieuten- 
ant Company  G ;  James  Lowry,  lieutenant  Company  H ;  Francis 
Whelpy,  lieutenant  Company  H;  Thomas  M.  Canton,  lieutenant 
Company  I ;  Wm.  Fogarty ,  lieutenant  Company  I ;  Maurice  W.  Wall, 
lieutenant  Company  E. 

Thb  foUowing  officers  ofthb  Papal  Brigade  distinguished  ihemedtet 

in  the  American  War, 

Captain  John  Dillon  MuiiHALL,  is  a  native  of  Boyle,  county 
Roscommon.  On  the  organization  of  the  Papal  Brigade  he  at  once 
joined  as  lieutenant,  and  served  at  Spoleto,  where  he  was  captured. 
He  was  decorated  with  the  order  of  St.  Sebastian  and  the  campaign 
medal.  His  restless  spirit  drove  him  to  America,  where  he  at  once 
joined  the  Irish  Brigade,  and  served  with  it  firom  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville  to  the  fieJl  of  Richmond,  and  got  wounded  at  Coal  Harbor 
and  Skinner's  Farm. 

CoLONiaCi  CoppiNQBB,  Fifteenth  New  York  Volunteers,  is  a  native 
of  Cork.  He  was  wounded  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  was  appointed  to  a 
captaincy  in  the  Fourteenth  Regulars  for  his  distinguished  services. 

Colonel  Dan  Eeilt,  of  the  First  Louisiana  Cavalry,  is  from 
Waterford,  and  has  also  got  a  captaincy  in  the  Regulars  for  distin- 
guished  services. 

LiBDTBNANT-CoLONEL  O'Eeefb,  of  the  Second  New  York  Cavalry, 
was  firom  Cork,  and  nephew  of  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Delaney.  He 
served  on  Phil.  Sheridan's  staff;  was  a  dashing  officer  and  fine 
yoimg  man.  He  was  wounded  at  Winchester,  and  killed  at  the 
battle  of  Five  Forks,  April  7, 1864. 

Colonel  Miles  Eeooh,  of  Carlow,  served  as  aid-de-camp  to 
General  Stoneman,  and  distinguished  himself  on  many  a  hard-fooght 
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field.  Daring  Stonemon's  celebrated  raid  around  Atlanta,  when 
Burrounded  by  the  rebels,  Keogh  rallied  and  charged  while  a  man 
stood » to  him.  finding  his  general  hemmed  in,  though  Keogh 
might  have  effected  his  escape,  he  disdained  to  do  so,  but  but 
rendered  with  him. 

Captain  Lxtther,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth  New  York, 
is  a  native  <tf  Qonmel,  Tij^peraiy.  Captain  Luther  distinguished 
himself  while  serving  with  the  Papal  Brigade.  Here,  too,  he  has 
maintained  his  high  reputation  as  a  dashing,  chivalric  soldier.  He 
served  in  several  battles  with  credit  and  distinction,  and,  I  am 
informed,  died  oi  disease  contracted  on  the  field. 

LiEDTBNAirr  William  Cbokait ,  of  the  Sixteenth  New  York,  was 
also  a  brave,  chivalric  officer. 

LiEUTBNANT  MtofawIj  (yCoNNSLL^  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fif%7-fifth  New  York  (Corcoran  Legion),  was  a  native  of  Kerry ; 
chevalier  of  the  Papal  Army ;  fell  brav^j  leading  his  company  at 
the  battle  of  Spottsylvania. 

Caftaik  WmjAic  Staffobd,  of  Dublin.  I  have  not  learned  his 
regiment  or  his  services ;  but  I  have  heard  him  spoken  of  as  a 
brave  soldier. 

Captain  Cloonkt,  of  Waterford — the  bravest  of  the  brave — was 
a  good  officer  and  a  dashing,  intrepid  soldier.  His  career  was  short 
and  brilliant.  Had  he  lived  he  would  have  been  an  honor  to  his 
profession,  and  would  have  carved  out  for  himself  with  his  sword, 
a  distinguished  future.    He,  amidst  the  foremost,  fell  at  Antietam. 

These  are  but  a  few  names  selected  from  that  brilliant  school  of 
young  heroes  who  fleshed  their  maiden  swords  in  Italy.  There 
were  several  others,  too,  but  they  have  either  escaped  my  research, 
or  have  fiillen  too  early  in  the  war  to  have  attained  any  marked 
public  distinction. 


SKETCHES  OP  THE  OFFICERS  OF   THE  SIXTY-NINTH 

NEW  YORK  VOLUNTEERS. 

GmnbkaIi  Bobbbt  NuGtBUT,  brevet-fxdonel  and  captain  Thirteenth 
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Infantry,  XT.  S.  'A^  formerly  major  and  lieaienani^olonel  of  the 
Sixty-ninth  Militia,  is  a  native  of  EillLeel,  county  Down ;  was  in  all 
the  battles  of  the  Brigade,  except  Antietam,  when  he  was  absent, 
sick,  ontil  Fredericksburg,  when  he  was  wounded  by  a  rifle  ball  in 
the  groin,  his  pistol,  which  was  shattered,  saving  his  life ;  was  acting 
assistant  provost-marshal-general  of  New  York  for  a  considerable 
period,  during  which  he  administered  a  dangerous  and  important 
office  with  dignity  and  honor.  He  commanded  the  Brigade  after 
General  Meagher's  resignation.  Is  a  very  dignified  commander  and 
an  officer  of  high  executive  ability  and  undoubted  gallantry. 

LiETTTENANT-CoLONBL  Jahbs  Eellt,  also  Captain  Sixteenth  In 
&ntry,  IJ.  S.  A.,  is  a  native  of  Monaghan ;  was  with  the  regiment 
up  to  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when  he  commanded  and  led  the 
Sixty-ninth  in  their  fiimoos  charge.    Here  he  received  two  wounds 
in  the  fajce  and  shoulder. 

On  the  consolidation  of  the  raiment,  June,  1868,  he  was  ordered 
to  jmn  his  regiment  in  the  regular  army,  and  was  subsequently  in 
command  of  the  recruiting  depot  at  Grand  Bapids,  Mich.,  from 
which  post  he  was  transferred  to  his  old  command  as  lieutenant- 
colonel.  He  then  conmianded  the  Brigade  for  a  short  period,  at  the 
end  of  which  he  rgoined  his  regular  command,  and  served  with  re- 
newed distinction  and  popularity  under  Sherman  in  his  fiimous 
campaigns.  No  braver  or  more  efficient  officer  could  be  found  in 
the  service. 

LiEUTENANT-Ck>LONBL  James  E.  McGee  Succeeded  Colonel  EeUy, 
and  commanded  two  brigades  of  the  First  IKvision,  Second  Corps, 
for  a  considerable  period  during  the  most  active  preliminary  move- 
ments of  Grant's  campaign,  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  after 
three  years'  service,  and  on  accoimt  of  wounds  received  at  Peters- 
burg, Va.,  June  16. 1864 

Colonel  McGee  was  bom  in  1830,  near  the  village  of  Cusbendall,  in 
the  county  of  Antrim,  Ireland ;  was  educated  at  St.  Peter's  College. 
In  1847-^,  sub-editor  of  the  JfoHon,  and  secretary  of  a  Confederate 
club.  After  the  failure  of  the  young  Ireland  movement  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  for  several  years  connected  vnth  the 
Irish  American  Press,  and  finally  joined  the  volunteer  service  of  the 
United  States;  commanded  Company  F,  Sixty-ninth,  until  1865, 
when,  after  reorganizing  the  regiment,  he  was  commissionei  lieu- 
tenant-colonel. 

Colonel  McGee  was  very  popular  in  the  anny,  on  account  of  his 
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agreeable,  social,  manly  demeanor ;  for  gallantry  and  great  ezecutiTe 
ability  and  military  tact,  he  had  few  superiors. 

LiEUTBNAirr-GoLONEL  Jahbs  J.  SiOTH,  foT  a  long  period  adju- 
tant of  the  "  Old  Sixty-ninth,"  entered  into  actire  service  with  that 
command  in  the  early  months  of  th^  rebellion ;  was  with  the  Bri- 
gade in  that  capacity  in  every  engagement,  except  Fredericksburg, 
when  he  was  absent,  detailed  on  recruiting  service.  Colonel  Smith 
was  a  fine  executive  officer,  and  remarkable  for  coolness,  intrepidity, 
and  almost  excessive  modesty.  Promoted  lieutenant-colonel,  Febru- 
ary 16th,  1865.    He  was  a  native  of  Monaghan. 

Majob  Jambs  Cayanagh,  popularly  known  as  "  the  little  Migor/' 
is  a  native  of  Tipperary,  and  a  gallant  soldier.  He  was  severely 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  and  was  obliged  to  resign  after  that 
disastrous  battle. 

Major  John  Garret  comes  next  on  the  roster.  He,  I  believe,  was 
oorn  in  Ireland,  served  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  then  in  the  Fif- 
teenth New  York  Volunteers,  under  J.  McLeod  Murphy,  as  captain 
of  a  company.    He  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  at  Gold  Harbor. 

Medical  Btaff. 
Sttbgboh  J.  Pasoai*  Smith,  resigned  from  ill  health. 

AfisiSTAin-SuBGBON  Htjrlbt  was  unhappily  killed  by  a  fall  firam 
his  horse.  He  was  a  very  able,  popular  officer,  and  universally  re- 
gretted. 

AssiSTAirr-SxTBaEaN  Beed,  a  gentlemanly  medical  practitioner 
of  New  York. 

Surgeon  Williah  O^Meagher,  a  native  of  Eillenaule,  county 
ripperary.  He  first  joined  the  gallant  Thirty-seventh  New  York  as 
surgeon,  in  which  he  distinguished  himself  by  his  coolness  in  action, 
his  unwearied  attention  to  his  patients,  and  his  afbble,  gentlemanly 
demeanor.  His  sketches  of  the  services  of  that  regiment  were  de- 
scriptive and  truthful.  He  subsequently  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  New 
York  Volunteers  as  surgeon,  and  became  popular  in  the  Brigade, 
both  as  a  clever  surgeon  and  polished  gentleman. 

The  doctor  was  frequently  under  fire,  and  on  three  occasionB  a 
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prisoner,  but  was  immediately  released.  He  was  prindpallj  engaged 
as  operator,  brigade  snigeon,  or  in  charge  of  hospitals. 

Dr.  James  Puroell  (whose  &ther.  Dr.  Pnrcell,  of  Henry-street, 
New  York — a  native  of  Carrick-»n-Snir,  Upperary — ^had.  to  emigrate 
to  this  country  on  account  of  his  connection  with  the  '48  business), 
was  bom  in  Ireland,  and  after  taking  out  his  diploma,  joined  the 
Irish  Brigade  as  assistant-surgeon,  with  which  he  served  all  throu^ 
the  war.  He  wais  a  great  favorite,  and  a  young  man  of  much  pro- 
mise in  his  profession. 

AssiSTAirr-SuBaBOK  Cbosby,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  was 
obliged  to  resign  from  ill  health. 

CHAPLAIN'- The  Ret.  Thoicas  Willbt,  S.  J.,  a  native  of  Lower 
Canada;  a  most  zealous  and  inde&tigable  priest,  universally  re- 
spected. 

Quahtermasteb  Richabd  Matbitby,  a  native  of  Brooklyn,  gra- 
duated from  the  ranks.    An  intelligent,  energetic  officer. 

Majob  Richabd  Mobont  served  in  the  Krst  New  York  Volun- 
teers daring  the  Mexican  war,  then  in  the  old  Sixty-ninth ;  next  as 
first-lieutenant  in  the  new  Sixty-ninth ;  promoted  captain  and  finally 
major.  He  was  a  brave,  active,  and  efficient  officer;  witty,  genial, 
and  a  universal  favorite.  Mustered  out  with  the  regiment.  A  native 
of  New  York  State. 

Captain  B.  S.  CNbill  left  Ireland  for  the  purpose  of  joining  the 
Brigade,  and  very  early  distinguished  himself  by  bravery  and  gentle- 
manly conduct ;  was  promoted  from  the  ranks,  step  by  step,  untQat 
times  he  commanded  the  regiment.  He  was  killed  in  firont  of 
Petersburg,  June  16th,  1864. 

Captain  R.  H.  Millieen,  bom  in  Newburg,  New  York,  of  Irish 
parents,  served  in  the  Ninth  New  York  Militia.  A  brave,  prompt^ 
and  careful  officer,  always  ready  for  duty.  He  was  severely  wounded 
at  Cold  Harbor,  June  8, 1864,  from  which  he  recovered  with  a  slight 
lameness. 

Lieutenant  William  O'Donohub  entered  the  service  as  ser- 
geant Company  K  (Meagher^  Zouaves) ;  taken  prisoner  with  Coroo- 
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lan  at  Bull  Run ;  escaped  from  Richmond,  and  enlifited  with  the 
Fourth  United  States  Artillery ;  rose  to  rank  of  lieutenant,  and  was 
killed  at  Ghancellorsville. 

Gaftaik  D.  S.  Shaitlet  was  forinerly  lieutenant  in  the  Chicago 
Shields  Guard,  which,  under  the  gallant  Mulligan,  took  a  distin- 
guished part  in  the  famous  siege  of  Lexington.  After  being  ex- 
changed, he  joined  Gen.  Meagher,  as  Captain  In  the  Sixty-ninth, 
amongst  whose  officers  he  was  beloved,  and  served  in  every  hard- 
fought  battle  in  which  the  green  flag  was  borne  against  the  enemy. 
He  was  woimded  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill,  but  had  again  taken 
command  of  his  company  before  the  evacuation  of  Harrison's  Landing. 
He  was  a  thoroughly  brave  young  officer,  of  the  most  cheerful  dispo- 
sition and  unblemished  reputation,  who  would  feel  a  stain  deeper 
than  a  wound.  He  fell  at  Antietam,  while  bravely  leading  on  his 
company.  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  Catholic  Cemetery  at 
Frederick. 

Captain  Felix  Duffy,  commanding  Company  G,  Sixty-ninth, 
was  a  brave  and  experienced  officer,  and  had  already  served  his 
adopted  country  in  the  Mexican  war,  receiving  the  strongest  marks 
of  approbation  from  his  commanding  officers.  He  was  for  many 
years  connected  with  the  First  Division  of  New  York  State  Militia, 
and  for  some  time  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  held  the 
post  of  Captain  of  Co.  G.,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  which 
corps  he  accompanied  to  the  defence  of  the  National  Capitol  in  1861. 
He  was  killed  at  Antietam. 

LiBTJT.  Jab.  E.  Btbnb,  a  native  of  Clonmel,  Co.  Tipperary,  was 
educated  for  the  priesthood,  emigrated  and  joined  the  Brigade,  and 
bravely  served  until  he  fell  at  Cold  Harbor. 

LiBUTBNAirr  R.  A.  Kelly  was  a  native  of  Athy  Co.,  Kildare, 
Iceland,  and  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  manhood,  being,  though 
only  twenty-one  years  of  age,  fully  six  feet  three  inches  in  height. 
A  soldier,  almost  by  instinct,  he  accompanied  the  Sixty-ninth  Regi- 
ment, under  Colonel  Corcoran,  to  Virginia  at  the  outbreak  of  the 
rebellion,  and  at  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run  was  wounded  in  the 
right  hand.  When  the  Irish  Brigade  was  commenced,  he  at  once 
joined  its  ranks,  and  served  with  his  regiment  all  through  the  des- 
perate struggles  in  which  it  has  borne  so  distinguished  a  part.    No 
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braver  man  baa  given  liis  life  for  the  canse  of  the  Union,  or  no 
better  soldier  fell  on  the  bloody  plain  of  Antietam. 

Sbooni>Lieutbkant  Luke  Bbennan,  promoted  firom  the  ranks. 

Captain  Wm.  Benson  (Company  E),  resigned. 

FntsT-LiEiTrENANT  Chablbs  M.  Luget 

Seoond-Lieiitenant  Peter  Conlon. 

Seoond-Lieutenant  Michael  J.  Bbennan,  promoted  from  the 
ranks ;  received  four  wounds  at  Fredericksburg ;  remgned  in  conse- 
quence.   In  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Second-Libutbnant  Joseph  M.  Burns,  a  native  of  bootxand,  of 
Irish  descent,  wounded  at  White  Oak  Swamp.  Now  an  officer  in 
the  navy. 

Firbt-Lieutenant  Patrick  Buckley,  promoted  from  the  ranks. 
Killed  at  Fredericksburg. 

Captain  Felix  Dufft.  In  the  Mexican  war.  Ejlled  on  the  field 
at  Antietam  while  acting  as  major. 

First-Lieutenant  Patrick  J.  Eellt.  Killed  on  the  field  at  Antie- 
tam. 

Second-Lieutenant  Terence  Duffy,  resigned  after  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  from  disability. 

FmsT-LiEUTENANT  PATRICK  Callahan,  promoted  from  the  ranks. 
Served  twenty-three  years  in  the  U.  S.  regular  army ;  wounded  at  Fred- 
ericksburg in  four  places.    Now  an  officer  in  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Sbcond-Lieutenant  Dayid  Burke,  promoted  from  the  ranks  of 
Captain  M'Gbe's  company ;  wounded  at  Fredericksburg.  Mustered 
out  on  the  consolidation  of  regiment. 

Captain  James  Lowry  (Company  H),  resigned  from  lU  health. 

FiRST-LiBUTENANT  Phelip  Carr,  wounded  at  Malvern  HUL 
Resigned  from  disalnli^. 
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Captain  John  T.  Toal,  wounded  at  Fredericksburg.  Resigned 
in  consequence.  Was  successively  promoted  to  a  first-lieutenantcy 
and  captaincy  for  distinguished  service. 

FmsT-LiEUTENANT  JoHN  D.  MuLHALL,  formerly  a  first-lieutenant 
in  the  Brigade  of  St.  Patrick,  in  the  Papal  service.  Distinguished 
himself  in  Lamoriciere's  campaign  against  the  French,  and  received 
the  medal  of  St.  Peter  and  two  other  decorations. 

Sbcond-Lieutknant  Patrick  Cabney,  promoted  from  the  ranks. 
Beceived  nine  wounds  at  the  battle  of  fSredericksburg,  from  the 
efiects  of  which  he  was  oblige<l  to  resign.  Now  in  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Ck)rpe. 

Captain  Thomas  Scanlan,  resigned  from  ill  health. 

FmST-LlBUTKNANT  PATRICK  MORRIS. 

SECOND-LiETrrENANT  James  Collins,  promoted  from  the  ranks  of 
Captain  M'Gee's  company.    Wounded  at  Fredericksburg. 

Captain  James  McMahon,  formerly  on  General  Meagher's  and 
General  Richardson's  stafis,  then  Colonel  of  the  One  hundred  and 
Sixty-fourth  N.  Y.  Vols.     Killed  at  Coal  Harbor,  June  5th,  1864. 

FmsT-LmuTENANT  John  Conwat,  killed  at  Antietanu 

Second-Lieutenant  Peter  B^ellt,  woimded  at  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  taken  prisoner,  and  escaped  from  Richmond ;  resigned. 

Captain  Lynch,  a  native  of  the  town  of  Limerick,  joined  the 
Sixty-ninth  as  private,  and  soon  rose  to  a  captaincy.  He  was  cap- 
tured twice,  and  was  a  good  and  faithful  officer.  Color-bearer  Henry 
Croker,  who  gallantly  carried  the  colors  of  his  regiment  at  Coal 
Harbor,  belonged  to  his  company. 

Captain  M.  H.  Murphy,  Co.  A,  also  graduated  from  the  ranks  ; 
was  severely  wounded  in  front  of  Petersburg.  A  brave,  intelligent, 
soldierly  officer,  and,  I  think,  a  native  of  Tipperary. 

Lieutenant  R.  H.  Murphy,  originally  belonged  to  the  Corcoran 
Legion,  in  which  he  served  with  credit  until  commissioned  in  the 
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Kxty-ninth.     He  wu  mortally  wounded  at  Amelia  Springs,  and 
died  subeequently  in  hospital. 

Captaik^  David  Lynch,  a  thorough  soldier  and  excellent  officer, 
was  promoted  from  the  ranks,  having  served  throughout  the  war. 
Was  severely  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  transferred  to  the  Vet- 
eran  Ck)rp6,  but  again  returned  to  his  old  command  at  his  own  re- 
quest ;  was  taken  prisoner  at  Beams'  Station,  eocchanged,  and  then 
promoted  to  a  captaincy. 

Captain  Harbt  McQuade,  graduated  from  the  ranks ;  was  se- 
verely wounded  at  Deep  Bottom,  taken  prisoner  at  Beams'  Statimi, 
exchanged,  and  then  promoted  to  a  captaincy. 

Lieutenant  John  Nugent,  served  with  Corcoran ;  r&enlisted  in 
the  new  regiment,  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  for  bravery  and 
good  conduct. 

Lieutenant  John  Meagheb,  entered  the  service  August,  1863, 
promoted  sergeant,  then  lieutenant.  He  was  wounded  severely  on 
two  or  three  occasions. 

QuABTEBMASTEB  Denis  Suxuvan,  a  native  of  Halife^  N.  S.,  of 
Irish  parentage.  Always  with  the  regiment.  Was  instrumental  in 
rallying  the  Twentieth  N.  Y.  V.  when  panic-stricken  at  White  Oak 
Swamp.    Mustered  out  at  expiration  of  term  of  service 

Captain  James  Saunders  (Company  A),  native  of  Cavan ;  in 
every  action  with  his  regiment  except  Chancellorsville.  Mustered 
out  on  consolidation  of  service. 

FmsT-LiEUTENANT  Andbew  BIRMINGHAM,  died  of  wounds  re- 
ceived at  Fredericksburg,  December,  1862. 

FiRST-LiEUTENANT  Thomas  Beynolds,  killed  at  Malvern  HiD, 
July  1st,  1863. 

Captain  Bichabd  A.  Ejsut,  promoted  from  the  ranks  for  dis- 
tinguished bravery  at  Malvern  HiU,  having  personally  taken  pris- 
oner the  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Tenth  La.  Vols.,  and  two  otheia 
Mustered  out  on  the  consolidation  of  the  regiment ;  afterwards  com- 
missioned as  Captain  of  Company  A,  on  the  reoiganization  of  regi 
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ment,  and  died  of  wounds  received  at  Spottsjlvania,  May,  1865, 
while  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Captain  Leddy  (Company  B),  wounded  dangerously  at  Malvern 
Hill  and  Fredericksburg.    Now  in  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Lieutenant  M.  Leddy,  a  brother  of  the  above,  was  promoted 
from  the  ranks  for  bravery  and  long  service.  He  was  wounded  on 
two  or  three  occasions. 

FmsT-LiEXJTENANT  Laxtbbngb  CAHiUi,  wounded  badly  at  Malvern 
Hill,  and  obliged  to  resign  in  consequence.  Now  in  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps. 

John  J.  Gk)SSON,  Captain  Company  C,  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  N.  T. 
S.  M.,  and  First  A.  D.  C.  Staff  of  General  Meagher  ;  was  with  him  in 
the  above  capacity  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Irish  Brigade.  Son  of  J. 
Gosson,  Esq.,  formerly  of  Swords,  county  Dublin.  Entered  the  Aus- 
trian service  through  the  influence  of  Daniel  O'Conndl,  and  served 
imder  his  friend.  General  Count  Nugent,  as  Lieutenant,  in  Syria, 
and  subsequently,  through  the  introduction  of  the  Count,  joined  the 
Seventh  Hussars  of  Austria  (Prince  Reuss'  Hussars),  a  Himgarian 
regiment,  commanded  by  Prince  Frederick  Lichtenstein. 

Second-Lietttenant  Robert  Laffan,  lost  his  arm  at  Antietam, 
September  17th,  1862.  Promoted  from  Captain  M'Gee's  company 
for  gallant  service.    Now  in  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Captain  Jaspeb  Whitty  (Company  C),  wounded  at  the  first 
battle  of  Bull  Run  while  with  the  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M. ;  lost  an 
eye  at  White  Oak  Swamp,  and  was  wounded  at  Antietam.  Li  con- 
«iequence  obliged  to  resign. 

FmsT-LiEnTENANT  (afterwards  Captain)  Naglb  (a  descendant  of  the 
celebrated  Edmund  Burke,  who  was  a  cousin-german  of  his  grand- 
father)— ^wounded  seriously  at  Antietam,  in  the  right  shoulder.  Now 
in  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Second-Lietttenant  Charles  Williams,  killed  on  the  field  at 
Antietam. 

Caftaii^  li^XTBiCB  W.  Wall,  a  native  of  Tipperary ;  entered 
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the  seiTioe  in  the  old  Sixty-nintli,  Co.  K ;  was  next  commissioned  in 
the  Eightv-eighth.  He  was  an  excellent  staff-officer,  being  equally 
brave,  reliable,  and  intelligent. 

Captain  Timothy  L.  Shanley,  fought  with  Mulligan  at  Lexing- 
ton, Mo. ;  afterwards  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  with  his  company. 
Died  in  Frederick  City,  Md.,  October  2d,  in  conseqneiice  of  woonda 
teoeived  at  Antietam. 

Captain  John  H.  Donovan,  lost  an  eye  at  Malvern  Hill,  Jnly  Ist, 
1862.    Now  Major  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Seconi>-Lieutenant  Mabtin  Scully,  woonded  at  Fredericks- 
bnrg,  December  13th,  1862 ;  also  with  Mulligan  at  Lexington. 

Captain  Murtha  Murphy,  Co.  C,  a  native  of  gallant  Wexford, 
graduated  from  the  ranks  of  the  old  {fixty-ninth.  I  think  he  was  in 
twenty-eight  or  thirty  engagements ;  was  wounded  <nily  twice.  His 
last  achievement  was  the  capture  of  thirteen  rebels,  including  an 
officer,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  by  a  little  personal  strategy  worthy  of 
note,  for  which  he  should  have  received  the  compliment  of  a  gene- 
ral order,  and  at  least  a  brevet  appointment.  But  our  gallant  Mend 
was  too  modest,  and  such  acts  were  not  very  nncomm(»i  in  the  com- 
mand. 

Captain  John  C.  Foi^by.    See  Eighty-dighth  N.  T. 

Captain  Edward  F.  O'Connor,  a  fine,  intelligent  young  officer, 
who  also  sprang  from  the  ranks  through  merit  and  bravery ;  was 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg  and  Spottsylvania ;  taken  prisoner  at 
Beams'  Station ;  exchanged,  and  then  promoted  captain  Company  F. 

Adjutant  Daniel  Dolan,  a  native  of  Tipperary  ;  was  originally 
hospital  steward,  in  which  position  he  showed  unusual  tact,  dis- 
cretion, and  capacity ;  but  being  ambitious  he  was  promoted  into  the 
line,  and  then  to  the  staff.  In  this  position,  for  which  he  was  very 
well  fitted,  he  acquitted  himself  with  distinction,  and  maintained 
the  previous  cliaracter  of  the  regiment  for  order  and  discipline.  He 
was  in  almost  every  engagement  with  the  regiment. 

Lieutenant  John  Nugent,  graduated  from  the  ranks  of  the  old 
SSxty-xdnth;  taken  prisoner  at  Bull  Bun  and  released;  he  then 
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joined  the  new  re^ment ;  was  wounded  at  the  hattle  of  Fredericks- 
burg ;  participated  in  all  the  other  battles  of  the  Brigade  up  to  the 
end  of  the  war.    A  good,  reliable  officer. 

LiETTTENANT  James  McGAiTif,  promoted  from  the  ranks.  A 
steady,  reliable  officer. 

LiEXJTBNAirr  Owen  McNui/n;  also  from  the  ranks.  A  good  die* 
dplinarian. 

LiBUTENAm?  Patrice  Wabd,  also  from  the  ranks.  A  steady, 
well-conducted  officer. 

Lieutenant  James  Ck)i!rwAT,  a  good  soldier  and  officer,  pro- 
moted from  the  ranks. 

Lieutenant  George  M.  Belding,  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
served  in  the  Thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers,  then  in  the 
Sixth  Cavalry,  from  which  he  was  promoted  to  the  Sixty-ninth, 
in  which  he  was  quite  a  favorite,  by  his  gentlemanly  conduct  and 
rigid  performance  of  duty. 

LiBiTTENANT  TERENCE  ScANLON,  a  graduate  of  the  old  Sixty- 
ninth  ;  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill ;  taken  prisoner 
and  released ;  promoted  from  the  ranks  for  good  eonduct,  long  and 
gallant  services. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  McQrath  was  with  the  Brigade  from  its 
first  organization ;  wounded  at  Gettysburg ;  taken  prisoner  at 
Beams'  Station ;  released,  and  promoted  for  gallant  services.    * 

Lieutenant  George  Neyins,  promoted  from  the  ranks.  An 
intelligent,  brave  soldier. 

Lieutenant  Robert  McKinley,  a  native  of  Scotland ;  served 
three  months  in  the  Seventy-ninth  New  York,  also  in  the  First  New 
York  Cavalry;  promoted  from  the  ranks  of  the  Sixty-ninth  for 
bravery  and  good  conduct ;  was  taken  prisoner  before  Petersburg. 

Lieutenant  William  Herbert,  also  from  the  ranks ;  was  in 
every  battle  with  the  regiment. 
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SKETCHES  OP  THE  OFFICERS  OF  TSE  EIGHTY-EIGHTH 

NEW  YORK  VOLUNTEERS. 

Colonel  Patrick  Kelly,  bom  in  (Mway,  Ireland ;  joined  the 
regiment  in  December,  1861,  as  lieutenant-colonel ;  was  engaged  at 
Fair  Oaks,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsyille,  Gettysburg, 
Bristoe  Station,  Mine  Run,  North  Anna,  Tolopotomy  Creek,  Cold 
Harbor,  and  was  killed  while  commanding  the  Brigade  at  the  battle 
of  Petersburg,  Va.,  June  16, 1864.  Gentle,  brave,  and  unassuming, 
no  truer  man  nor  braver  officer  fell  during  the  war. 

Adjutaot?  John  R.  Young,  bom  in  Bang's  County,  Ireland; 
fought  at  Bull  Run  with  the  Sixty-ninth,  and  afterwards  joined  the 
Eighty-eighth ;  was  in  every  battle  up  to  Fredericksburg,  where  he 
was  mortally  wounded ;  his  remains  were  not  recovered.  A  truly 
noble  man  and  officer. 

CAPTAra^  P.  Ryder,  Company  B,  continued  with  the  regiment  as 
captain  till  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  5th,  1864,  when  he 
was  killed  while  leading  his  company.  A  well-disciplined  and  dis- 
tinguished officer. 

FmsT-LiBTJTENANT  Chables  M.  GfiAiNaEB,  a  native  of  County 
Cork,  Ireland  ;  went  out  as  sergeant  in  Company  B.  On  the  deatii 
of  Ldeutenant  Temple  Emmet,  August,  1862,  was  promoted  to  second- 
lieutenancy  ;  was  afterwards  appointed  first-lieutenant,  on  the  resig- 
nation of  Captain  M.  Cartan,  November,  1862 ;  was  mustered  out 
with  the  regiment,  July,  1865. 

SECOND-LiEUTENAirr  WiLLiAM  L.  D.  O'Gbady— SOU  of  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel O'Grady,  of  the  East  Indian  Army — ^went  out  as  private 
in  Company  C ;  was  promoted  second-lieutenant  for  conspicuous 
bravery.  Served  with  the  regiment  until  March,  1864,  when  he  re- 
signed on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability.  Was  a  good  officer  and 
a  courteous  gentleman. 

Captain  J.  W.  Byron,  of  Company  E  before  consolidation,  re- 
joined the  regiment  as  adjutant — ^vice  McClellan,  killed  at  Gettys- 
burg—November, 1863,  and  continued  as  such  till  June,  1864,  when 
he  was  commissioned  major.  Was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Beams'  Station,  Virginia,  August  25, 1864  ,*  was  exchanged  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865,  and  commissioned  lieutenant-colonel,  but  was  not  mus- 
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tered  in.    He  was  mustered  out  of  service  with  the  regiment,  July, 
1865.    An  active,  intelligent  officer. 

QuABTERMASTER  P.  M.  Havertt  was  placed  on  detached  service 
immediately  after  the  consolidatioi^,  on  which  he  continued  until 
mustered  out  of  the  service  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Decem^ 
ber  15, 1864. 

Adjutant  William  McCTiTCTiTjAN  (an  Irish-American) — native  of 
New  Jersey — ^was  private  of  Company  Q ;  promoted  before  the  con- 
solidation, at  which  he  was  appointed  adjutant.  He  was  killed  at 
Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863.  He  was  a  good  executive  officer  and 
a  brave  soldier. 

Francis  Reynolds,  Fellow  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland, 
came  out  with  the  regiment  as  surgeon.  He  was  a  native  of  County 
Kilkenny,  Ireland,  and  served  on  the  British  Medical  Staff  during 
the  Crimean  War.  As  a  professional  man  he  had  no  superior  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  particularly  in  operative  surgery.  He  was, 
during  the  time  he  remained  in  the  West,  one  of  the  operating  sur- 
geons of  the  divinon ;  was  a  most  cultivated  gentleman  and  a  jovial 
companion.  He  remained  with  the  regiment  till  August,  1863, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  to  accept  a  commission  from 
the  President  as  assistant-surgeon,  U.  S.  V.,  which  he  retained  till 
.  the  organization  of  the  Ilrst  Corps  by  General  Hancock,  when  he 
was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Second  Regiment  in  that  corps. 

Richard  Powell,  licentiate  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Ireland, 
is  a  native  of  county  Clare,  Ireland.  Came  out  with  the  regiment 
as  assistant-surgeon ;  continued  as  such  until  August,  1863,  when 
he  was  appointed  surgeon,  Dr.  Reynolds  being  mustered  out.  His 
three  years*  term  of  service  having  expired  in  November,  1864,  he 
was  mustered  out.    Dr.  Powell  was  highly  respected  in  the  Brigade 

both  for  his  professional  skill  and  gentlemanly  demeanor. 

» 

Denis  F.  Btjreb,  bom  in  Cork,  served  as  captain,  but  com- 
manded the  regiment  while  Colonel  Kelly  was  in  command  of  the 
•  Brigade,  until  September,  1864.  Was  conmiissioned  and  mustered 
in  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and  was  subsequently  commissioned  as 
coloneL  Colonel  Burke  was  a  dashing  soldier  and  an  efficient  offi- 
cer.   He  was  twice  wounded. 
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Captain  Patrick  F.  Oloonbt  was  a  native  of  Waterford,  Ire. 
land.  He  originally  joined  that  gallant  band  of  yonng  Irisli  heroes, 
who,  fired  with  military  ardor  and  chivalric  devotion  to  the  head  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  went  to  Italy  to  fight  for  the  Holy  Father.  Soon  after 
his  return  home  the  war  had  broken  out  in  America ;  and  filled  with 
the  military  spirit  of  his  race  and  country,  and  the  noble  ambition 
of  aspiring  minds,  he  left  the  land  of  his  birth,  his  endearments,  and 
his  love,  to  seek  a  soldier's  fame,  and  perhaps  acquire  that  teaching 
that  would  one  day  enable  him  to  serve  his  own  native  land.  He 
arrived  at  New  York  in  July,  1861,  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  K,  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M.  He  served  with  that  regiment 
in  the  three  months'  campaign,  and  distinguished  himself  at  Black- 
bum  Ford  and  Bull  Run.  He  subsequently  raised  a  company  for 
the  Irish  Brigade,  and  was  commissioned  captain  in  the  Eighty- 
eighth,  on  the  2d  October,  1861.  He  devoted  himself  with  all  the 
zeal  of  a  good  officer  to  his  military  duties,  and  never  absented  him- 
self a  single  day  from  his  command,  until  the  day  he  was  killed,  on 
the  17th  of  September,  1862.  He  was  present  at  all  the  battles  on 
the  Peninsula,  where  he  nobly  distinguished  himself,  winning  the 
thanks  of  his  general  and  brother  officers  on  more  than  one  occasion. 
On  the  battle-field  of  Antietam  his  commanding  form  could  be  seen 
remarkably  conspicuous  among  his  comrades.  High  above  the  din 
of  battle,  his  rich,  manly  voice  could  be  heard  encouraging  his  men 
and  inspiring  them  to  action.  To  see  him  xmflinchingly  and  fear- 
lessly stand,  like  one  of  the  heroes  of  Grecian  lore,  sword  in  hand, 
his  green  plume  waving  in  the  wind,  whilst  the  leaden  hail  flew 
thick  and  fast  around  him,  you  would  perceive  a  sublimity  of  person, 
appearance,  and  of  action  no  pen  can  portray  nor  words  express. 
After  receiving  a  severe  gunshot  wound  in  the  knee,  he  would  not 
leave  the  field,  though  he  was  urged  and  entreated  repeatedly  by 
his  men  to  do  so.  No ;  he  still  kept  his  place,  until  a  rifle-buUet 
passed  through  his  body,  killing  him  instantly.  The  news  of  his 
death  spread  rapidly  through  the  regiment,  and  many  a  manly, 
fearless  heart,  that  never  quailed  before  an  enemy,  trembled  at  the 
sad  intelligence.  He  was  buried  where  he  fell,  by  those  in  whose 
hearts  his  memory  shall  be  as  green  as  the  grass  that  grows  above 
his  grave.  But  he  "  rests  in  the  bosom  af  his  Father  and  his  God." 
The  rudely-carved  and  lettered  cross  of  wood  that  marks  his  last, 
resting-place,  whereon  is  written  "He  like  a  soldier  fell,**  speaks 
more  unto  the  thinking  mind  than  the  grandest  marble  monument 
in  Westminster. 
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Captain  John  O'Connell  Joyce  was  a  native  of  Fermoy,  county 
Cork,  where  he  was  bom  about  the  year  1840,  and  emigrated  with 
his  family  to  this  country  in  1860.  He  obtained  the  position  of 
sergeant  in  Meagher's  Zouaves,  and  as  such  served  in  Bull  Run.  He 
joined  the  Eighty-eighth,  Irish  Brigade,  as  first-lieutenant,  and 
served  with  distinction  all  through  the  Peninsular  Campaign.  He 
was  promoted  captain,  vice  O'Donoghoe,  killed  at  Malvern  Hill. 
Though  much  prostrated  by  camp-fever,  he  would  not  leave  his 
command  in  time  of  action,  and  fell  on  the  bloody  field  of  Antietam, 
while  gallantly  heading  his  company. 

Captain  W.  G.  Habt  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg,  and  served  for  some  time  on  General  Meagher's 
Staff. 

Captain  James  Tukner. — On  the  organization  of  the  Brigade 
he  served  on  General  Meagher's  stafi^  and  was  severely  wounded  at 
Antietam.  He  was  detailed  for  duty  in  New  York,  and  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  as  adjutant-general,  U.  S.  A.,  and  appointed 
to  the  Irish  Brigade,  where  he  again  served  with  distinction,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May,  1864.  He  was  a 
brave  soldier,  an  accomplished  writer  and  scholar,  and  chronicled 
the  services  of  the  Brigade  in  the  columns  of  the  "  Irish  American," 
under  tlie  Tiom  de  plume  of  GaUoglasa,  I  have  been  much  indebted 
to  his  graphic  letters  for  valuable  information. 

FmsT-LiEUTENANT  Thomas  Bribn,  from  Troy,  New  York,  went 
out  as  first-sergeant,  Company  F ;  promoted  after  the  battle  of  An- 
tietam, November,  1863;  was  severely  woimded  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  December  13, 1862 ;  he  rejoined  the  regi- 
ment before  the  consolidation,  and  was  with  it  through  the  Gettys- 
burg Campaign ;  he  resigned  in  January,  1864. 

Sbconi>-Lietjtenant  p.  McCabe  was  promoted  from  sergeant- 
major  ;  was  with  the  regiment  up  to  May,  1864,  when  he  was  sent 
to  the  rear,  sick ;  he  was  affcerwardip  dismissed  the  service  for  over- 
staying his  leave  of  absence. 

Rev.  William  Corby,  native  of  the  State  of  Michigan ;  joined 
the  regiment  in  December,  1861;  resigned  in  September,  1864. 
Distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  as  a  good  priest,  venturing  in  the 
midst  of  battle,  in  the  discharge  of  his  sacred  duties. 

34* 
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• 
FmsT-LiEUTBNANT  Thomas  H.  O'Brien,  bom  in  New  York; 
promoted  from  the  ranks ;  woimded  at  Fredericksburg ;  resigned  in 
January,  1864. 

Sbcond-Libutbnant  W.  L.  D.  O'Gbady,  native  of  East  Indies ; 
promoted  from  the  ranks ;  resigned  on  surgeon  s  certificate  of  dis- 
ability, March,  1864. 

Captaik  John  Smith,  served  until  the  dose  of  the  war ;  mus- 
tered out  with  the  regiment,  June  30, 1865. 

FmsT-LiEUTENAiTT  Jambb  Btbnes,  killed  in  action,  June  8, 
1865,  at  Gold  Harbor,  Virginia. 

Sbconi>-Likutenant  John  Spabks,  died  of  wounds  received  in 
action  at  the  Wilderness,  Virginia,  May  5, 1865. 

Captain  John  Desmond,  bom  in  New  York ;  served  until  dose 
of  the  war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment,  June  30, 1865. 

FmsT-LiBUTBNANT  Georgb  W.  Ford,  served  till  the  end  of  the 
war ;  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June  30,  1865 ;  received 
from  Congress  a  medal  of  honor  for  capturing  a  flag. 

Colonel  Henby  M.  Baeeb,  a  native  of  Dublin ;  mustered  out 
after  AntietauL 

Majob  James  Quinlan,  native  of  Clonmel,  commanded  the  En- 
gineer Company  of  the  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  S.  M.  in  the  first  Bull  Run 
fight ;  joined  the  Eighty-eighth  as  major ;  conmianded  the  regiment 
through  the  seven  days'  fight ;  was  mustered  out,  on  account  of  dis- 
ability, after  Fredericksburg. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Mtjbpht  joined  the  regiment  on  its  organ- 
ization ;  was  in  every  battle  up  to  Fredericksburg,  where  he  was 
killed. 

Captain  John  J.  Blake  joined  the  regiment  as  second-lieuten- 
ant ;  was  promoted  first-lieutenant  and  captain ;  mustered  out  on 
consolidation  of  regiment ;  afterwards  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  as  cap- 
tain ;  was  mortally  wounded.  May  12th,  at  Spottsylvania. 

Captain  John  McCabtan,  resigned  after  Fredericksburg. 
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Temflb  Emmet,  a  grandson  of  Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  the  emi- 
nent New  York  lawyer,  and  grand-nephew  of  Robert  Emmet,  the 
patriot  martyr  of  1803,  joined  the  regiment  as  first-lieutenant ;  was 
aid  on  General  Meagher's  staff*  at  Fair  Oaks  and  through  the  seven 
days'  fight ;  died  in  New  York,  August,  1863,  of  fever  contracted 
on  the  Peninsula. 

Richard  Rikeb  Emmet,  a  brother  of  the  above,  joined  the 
regiment  after  his  brother's  death ;  served  on  General  Meagher's 
staff  at  Fredericksburg;  died  a  short  time  after,  of  the  same  ailing 
as  his  brother. 

Caftaik  Joseph  Dokohxje  was  acting-mijor  in  the  seven  days' 
fight ;  was  killed  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Captain  P.  E.  Hobgan,  a  brave  soldier,  was  with  the  regiment 
up  to  Fredericksburg,  when  he  resigned. 

Lieutenant  William  McMahon  O'Brien,  county  Glare,  mus- 
tered out  on  consolidation  of  the  regiment. 

Captain  William  J.  Nagle  was  mustered  out  on  consolidation 
of  regiment.    Captain  Nagle  was  a  brave,  efficient  officer. 

Lieutenant  Edmund  Nagle,  a  brother  of  the  above,  was  mus- 
tered out  on  consolidation  of  regiment;  afterwards  killed  in  the 
Third  New  Jersey  Cavalry  at  Winchester. 

Captain  Michael  Eagan  was  with  the  regiment  up  to  Chan- 
cellorsville,  where  he  was  severely  wounded. 

• 

Captain  Michael  Gallagher,  was  in  every  battle  up  to  Chan- 
cellorsville ;  on  consolidation  of  regiment  was  mustered  out ;  joined 
as  captain  the  Second  New  Jersey  Cavalry,  in  which  regiment 
he  was  killed,  charging  at  the  head  of  his  company  at  Egypt 
Miss. 

Lieutenant  Thomas  McCoy,  promoted  from  the  ranks;  was 
mustered  out  on  consolidation  of  the  regiment ;  joined  the  Thirty- 
third  New  Jersey  as  captain ;  served  under  Sherman  to  the  end  of 
the  war. 
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Captain  William  Hobgan,  was  iiromoted  mlijor  after  Intietam, 
and  was  killed  December  18  1868,  at  Fredericksburg.  A  gallaat 
and  distinguished  officer. 

Lieutenant  Hackett  resigned  after  the  seven  dajs'  fight. 

Lieutenant  Hackett,  a  brother  of  the  above,  was  killed  st 
Malvern  Hill. 

Captain  Maxwell  O'Sulliyan,  died  from  injuries  received  by 
accidental  burning  of  his  tent,  April  2d,  1862,  near  Alexandria. 

Lieutenant  Chables  J.  Clabke  was  an  officer  of  the  United 
States  Signal  Service ;  was  promoted  captain  on  the  death  of  Captain 
O'Sullivan ;  miustered  out  on  consolidation  of  regiment. 

Lieutenant  P.  O'Connor  was  dangerously  wounded  through  the 
chest  at  Fair  Oaks ;  subsequently  an  officer  in  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps. 

Captain  Maurice  W.  Wall,  mustered  out  on  consolidation  tA 
regiment ;  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  as  captain  on  its  veteran  enlist- 
ment ;  served  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Captain  John  C.  Foley  is  a  native  of  Tipperaiy,  Ireland ;  he 
entered  the  Eighty-eighth  as  first  lieutenant  at  the  formation  of  the 
brigade,  and  served  all  through  with  his  command  until  the  muster- 
ing out  of  the  brigade.  He  afterwards  raised  a  company  and  joined 
the  Sixty-ninth,  and  acted  as  assistant  acting-adjutant-general ;  was 
wounded  at  Mine  Run,  and  was  finally  mustered  out  of  the  regimdht 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

First-Lieutbnant  Robert  J.  Kelly,  bom  in.  Lreland ;  resigna- 
tion accepted  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability,  September,  1864. 

Captain  Richard  S.  Harrison  rose  from  the  ranks ;  served  till 
the  end  of  the  war ;  mustered  out  with  the  regiment,  June  80, 1865. 

Second-Lieutenant  John  W.  Conklin,  served  until  dose  of  the 
war ;  mustered  out  v^rith  regiment. 

Adjutant  James  M.  Bibminghak,  wounded  at  Fredericksbnig 
and  Reams'  Station ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 
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Second  Lieutenant  John  Shea  ;  in  all  the  battles  from  Fair 
Oaks  to  Petersburg,  where  he  was  wounded,  June  15, 1865  ;  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Captain  Joseph  Hyland,  native  of  Waterford;  promoted  from 
the  ranks;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania ;  mustered  out  with  regi- 
ment. 

Second-Lieutenant  Patrick  J.  Healy,  born  in  New  York ; 
served  until  the  dose  of  the  war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 

Second-Lieutenant  Robert  J.  CyDRiscoLL ;  killed  in  action  at 
Petersburg,  Va.,  October  29, 1864. 

Captain  W.  J.  O'Connor  ;  a  native  of  Fethard,  county  Tippe- 
rary ;  promoted  from  the  ranks  ;  wounded  at  Spottsylvania ;  served 
till  the  end  of  the  war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment ;  was  a  brave* 
efficient  officer. 

Second  Lieutenant  Benedict  J.  O'Driscoll;  born  in  Nova 
Scotia ;  wounded  at  Petersburg ;  honorably  discharged  out  of  ser- 
vice by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  February,  1865. 

Second  Lieutenant  Thomas  P.  Nugent  ;  served  imtil  dose  of 
the  war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 

Second  Lieutenant  Francis  Kiernan  ;  born  in  New  York ; 
was  in  all  engagements  from  Fair  Oaks  to  Sailor's  Creek ;  mustered 
out  with  regiment. 

First  Lieutenant  Timothy  Plunkett  ;  wounded  at  Gettysburg 
and  Antietam ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 

Surgeon  John  T.  Stillman,  bom  in  New  York ;  served  until 
dose  of  the  war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 

Quartermaster  Richard  E.  Dowdell  ;  served  until  dose  of  the 
war ;  mustered  out  with  regiment. 


666  APPENDIX. 


SKETCH  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  SIXTY-THIRD  NEW 

YORK  VOLUNTEERS. 

Colonel  Richabd  Enbight,  a  native  of  Kerrj,  Ireland,  belonged 
to  the  regiment  from  its  first  organization.  Was  at  first  oommis- 
sioned  as  major ;  resigned  in  the  latter  part  of  1861. 

Colonel  John  Bubee,  a  native  of  Ireland,  succeeded  Colonel  En-, 
right,  having  served  in  the  Thirty-seventh  New  York  Irish  Rifles  as ' 
lieutenant-colonel ;  resigned  his  commission  as  such,  and  was  com- 
missibned  as  colonel  of  the  Sixty-third ;  a  splendid  tactician,  who 
was  the  chief  means  of  bringing  the  regiment  to  the  high  place  it 
attained  as  a  well-disciplined  battalion. 

Colonel  Henby  J.  Fowlee,  a  native  of  this  country,  of  English 
descent,  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  organization 
of  the  regiment ;  afterwards  promoted  to  colonel ;  a  brave  officer ; 
he  was  a  favorite  with  the  officers  and^men  of  the  regiment  for  his 
soldierly  and  gentlemanly  qualities;  was  woimded  severely  at  the 
battle  of  Antietam  by  a  rifle-ball,  which  caused  a  iractore  of  the 
arm  at  the  elbow,  from  which  he  sufiered  much,  thus  rendering  him 
incapable  of  performing  his  duties  with  the  regiment,  in  active  ser 
vice. 

Colonel  John  H.  Gleeson,  a  native  of  Tipperary,  served  with 
distinction  in  the  Papal  Brigade  in  Italy ;  emigrated  to  this  country 
in  the  early  part  of  1861 ;  joined  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  State 
Militia  as  a  private ;  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and 
on  the  return  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  commenced  organizing  a  company 
for  the  Sixty-third ;  commissioned  and  mustered  as  first-lieutenant, 
September,  1861 ;  afterwards  promoted  to  captain.  In  the  spring  of 
1864 he  was  appointed  captain  in  the  Sixty-third;  he  was  subse- 
quently commissioned  m^jor,  lieutenant-colonel,  and  coloneL 

Lieutenant-Colonel  R.  Bentley,  a  native  of  Albany,  New  York, 
was  commissioned  as  major  in  the  early  part  Of  1862 ;  afterwards 
promoted  to  lieutenant-colonel,  which  position  he  held  until  the 
battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  at  which  engagement  he  left  the  regiment  on 
sick  leave,  and  resigned  a  short  time  afterwards. 

Majob  Joseph  O'Neill,  a  native  of  Cork,  Ireland,  organized  Com 
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pany  A,  and  left  New  York  with  the  regiment  as  captain  of  said 
company ;  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  December 
12th,  1862,  in  the  arm,  from  the  effect  of  which  he  was  totally  in- 
capable of  performing  his  duty  with  the  regiment ;  was  transferred 
to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Captain  John  Wakbbn,  a  native  of  Cork,  Ireland;  organized 
Company  B,  and  was  commissioned  and  mustered  as  captain  of  it ; 
served  with  the  regiment  until  the  battle  of  Antietam,  when  he  was 
mustered  out. 

Colonel  James  D.  Bbady,  bom  in  this  country,  of  Irish  parents ; 
joined  the  regiment  as  adjutant  early  in  1862 ;  afterwards  promoted 
to  captain ;  held  the  position  of  acting  assistant-inspector-general  of 
the  Third  Brigade,  first  Division,  Second  Corps ;  also  as  division 
and  subsequently  as  acting  inspector-general  Second  Corps ;  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor,  December  18th,  1862 ;  he 
came  home  to  New  York  with  the  regiment  which  he  commanded. 

•  Majob  Thomas  Touhey,  a  native  of  Clare,  Ireland ;  commissioned 
as  second-lieutenant,  August,  1861 ;  promoted  to  captain,  October, 
1862,  and  subsequently  commisnoned  as  major;  served  through 
almost  all  the  engagements  with  the  regiment  up  to  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  May  5th,  1864,  when  he  was  mortally  wounded 
and  died  at  home  a  short  time  after.  A  gallant,  unassuming 
officer. 

Majob  Lynch,  a  native  of  Ireland,  died  in  Camp  Califomia,  near 
Alexandria,  Ya.,  December,  1861. 

SuBGEON  Laubence  REYNOLDS,  a  native  of  Waterford,  a  highly 
educated  and  refined  gentleman,  and  very  experienced  surgeon,  a 
true  Irish  gentleman  and  patriot,  served  with  honor  as  surgeon  of 
the  regiment  &om  its  first  organization ;  although  advanced  in  years 
is  still  young  in  vigor.  He  has  written  several  beautiful  and  touch- 
ing poems  on  his  unfortunate  native  land,  and  is  endowed  with  wit 
and  humor  to  a  great  degree,  also  a  remarkable  memory.  He  was  a 
distinguished  Chartist  in  England,  and  was  also  amongst  those  of 
his  countrymen  who  had  to  fly  from  Ireland  in  '48,  his  only  crime 
being  that  he  loved  his  country  dearly. 

LiEXTTENANT  AND  Adjxttant  Miles  M'Donald,  bom  in  Albany, 
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oi  Irish  parents ;  joined  the  regiment  as  a  private  in  October,  1861 ; 
served  with  his  regiment  in  every  engagement ;  promoted  to  second- 
lieutenant,  October,  1862 ;  afterwards  to  first-lieutenant  and  adju- 
tant ;  mortally  wounded  on  the  16th  of  June,  1864,  before  Peters- 
burg, and  died  the  following  morning. 

Captain  John  EIayanagh,  was  bom  in  Dublin  about  the  year 
1826,  and  was  married  there  on  the  11th  June,  1847,  to  Miss  Nannie 
Frances  Byrne. 

Though  quite  young  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  Irish 
Confederation,  and  was  imanimously  chosen  president  of  the  Fitz- 
gerald dub,  Dublin.  He  was  a  devoted,  zealous  patriot,  and  was 
ably  sustained  by  the  patriotic 'enthusiasm  and  deep  affection  of  his 
devoted  young  wife.  After  the  suspension  of  the  Tiabeas  carpus  act 
he  followed  the  fortunes  of  Smith  O'Brien  in  Tipperary,  and  was 
rather  severely  wounded  in  the  leg  at  the  FaniDiory  fiasco.  As  soon 
as  he  was  able  to  travel  he  made  his  way  to  Havre,  and  even  while 
there  the  English  authorities  made  numerous  efforts  to  arrest  him. 
He  fled  to  America,  where  he  arrived  in  the  fall  of  1848.  Here  he 
was  soon  joined  by  his  lovely,  foithftd  wife  and  child. 

Captain  Eavanagh  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers.  He  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  the  command  of  Company  I,  Sixty-third  Regi- 
ment, Irish  Brigade,  in  conformity  with  his  own  desire  to  serve  under 
his  friend  and  feUow-exile,  General  Meagher.  He  was  a  most  ener- 
getic and  fearless  officer.  He  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company,  in  the 
heat  of  action,  in  the  great  battle  of  Antietam,  on  the  17th  of  Sep- 
tember. Captain  Eavanagh  had  won  for  himself  the  enthusiastic 
devotion  of  a  numerous  circle  of  friends.  He  was  comparatively  a 
young  man,  less  than  thirty-seven  years  of  age ;  of  medium  height ; 
slender,  but  sinewy  frame ;  fiEkir  complexion ;  and  of  prompt,  dedsive 
mental  habits. 

Had  he  lived,  he  would  have  carved  out  a  bright  career  as  a  sol- 
dier, for  few  were  so  brave  or  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  profession, 
and  few  possessed  nobler  or  more  generous  qualities. 

He  left  after  him,  to  mourn  his  loss,  his  devoted  wife  and  seven 
children. 

Doctor  Charles  Smart,  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and  a  licentiate 
of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  Aberdeen,  joined  the  Sixty-third  as  as- 
sistant surgeon ;  was  afterwards  promoted  to  be  medical  inspector  of 
the  corps.    He  underwent  a  very  creditable  e^aminaticm  for  the 
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regular  service,  in  which  he  is  at  present  serving.  Dr.  Smart  was  a 
refined  scholar,  a  good  surgeon,  and  a  young  man  of  the  most 
amiable  disposition,  taking  second  place  out  of  a  large  list  of 
competitors.  He  also  possessed  very  high  qualifications  as  a 
poet,  producing  some  pieces  that  might  rate  favorably  with 
Burns. 

Captain  John  C.  Lynch,  a  native  of  Galway,  Ireland,  organized 
Company  C,  of  which  ho  was  commissioned  captain ;  served  with 
his  regiment  until  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  when  he  was  killed 
while  his  regiment  was  lying  on  the  ground  under  a  heavy  fire  from 
the  enemy's  batteries ;  a  solid  shot  struck  him  in  the  side,  crushing 
the  scabbard  of  his  sword  partly  through  his  body,  horribly  muti 
lating  him,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died  immediately. 

Captain  Tobin,  served  with  the  regiment  until  August,  1862. 

Captain  James  Prendergast,  a -native  of  Limerick,  organized 
and  afterwards  commissioned  as  captain  of  Company  E ;  served  until 
August,  1863,  when  he  resigned  his  commission. 

Captain  Michael  O'Sulliyan,  a  native  of  Dublin,  organized  and 
commissioned  captain  of  Company  E ;  served  with  distinction  through 
the  different  battles  until  that  of  Antietam,  when  he  was  wounded  in 
the  knee  by  a  rifle-ball ;  resigned  and  mustered  out  afterwards  in 
consequence  of  his  wounds. 

Captain  Walshb,  a  native  of  Drogheda ;  served  as  an  ofllcer 
in  the  Papal  Brigade ;  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps. 

Captain  Brannigan,  a  native  of  Mayo ;  organized  Company  K, 
and  mustered  as  captain;  wounded  at  Antietam,  after  which  he 
resigned. 

Captain  John  Fltnn,  a  native  of  Queen's  County,  went  out  as 
first-lieutenant ;  served  through  the  campaigns  of  1863  and  '63,  and 
was  mustered  out  on  consolidation  of  the  regiment. 

Captain  John  Sullivan,  a  native  of  Albany,  of  Irish  parentage ; 
commissioned  in  October,  1861,  as  first-lieutenant ;  promoted  to  cap- 
tain; mortally  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  December  13,  1862, 
while  the  regiment  was  coming  out  of  action.    On  passing  through 
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one  of  the  streets  a  cannon  ball  came  bonnding  alcmg,  striking  bim 
in  the  leg  and  breaking  the  bone,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  died 
a  few  days  after;  a  dashing,  brave,  and  fearless  soldier. 

Captain  Chables  J.  Quibe,  a  native  of  Idsmore,  county  Water- 
ford,  joined  the  regiment  with  Company  K,  October,  1861 ;  served 
in  every  engagement  until  the  consolidation  of  the  regiment, 
June,  1863,  when  he  was  honorably  mustered  out ;  promoted  from 
sergeant-major,  October,  1862,  to  first-lieutenant,  afterwards  to 
captain. 

Captain  Alexander  Watts,  a  native  of  Dublin ;  commissioned 
as  first-lieutenant.  Company  C,  and  joined  the  regiment,  October, 
1863 ;  served  with  distinction  in  all  the  engagements  of  1861 ;  pro- 
moted to  captain,  and  had  the  honor  of  commanding  the  regiment 
for  some  time.  A  good  ofllcer.  Mustered  out  the  early  part  of 
1866. 

FmST-LlEITTENANT   AND   QijARTEBMASTEB  JAMES  McCoBMICK, 

commissioned  as  lieutenant ;  apx)ointed  subsequently  quartermaster, 
which  position  he  retained  imtil  he  resigned. 

Captain  Boyle,  a  native  of  Donegal,  commissioned  as  captain  of 
Company  C,  having  organized  it  himself.  Jconed  the  regiment  with 
his  company  in  October,  1863.  Sailed  at  the  battle  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, May  5, 1864 

Captain  Michael  Eelleheb,  bom  in  Brooklyn,  of  Irish  par- 
ents, was  commissioned  as  second-lieutenant  of  Company  C,  May, 
1864 ;  promoted  to  first-lieutenant  and  captain ;  wounded  severely 
in  the  leg  and  hip  on  the  16th  of  June,  1864. 

First-Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  Freeman  joined  the  regi- 
ment as  a  private  in  May,  1864 ;  promoted  a  short  time  after  to  first- 
lieutenant  and  adjutant,  which  position  he  retained  until  the  regi- 
ment was  mustered  out. 

Major  James  McQuade,  a  native  of  Utica,  New  York,  of  Irish 
parents,  joined  the  Sixty-third  regiment  as  a  private,  September, 
1861 ;  served  through  almost  all  the  battles  that  his  regiment  was 
engaged  in ;  also  on  the  brigade  staff  as  aid-de-camp  to  General 
Nugent.    Promoted  from  first-sergeant  to  first-lieutenant,  Novem- 
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ber,  1864 ;  subsequently  to  captain,  Company  F,  and  finally  commis- 
sioned as  major.  He  was  a  great  favorite  with  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  regiment. 

Captain  William  Francis  Hallet,  a  native  of  CJonmel,  Tip- 
perary,  joined  the  Sixty-third  Regiment  on  its  first  organization  as 
a  private,  August,  1861 ;  served  on  the  brigade  non-commissioned 
staff  under  General  Meagher  and  Colonel  T.  Kelly,  for  over  a  year. 
Promoted  from  sergeant-major  to  second-lieutenant,  November,  1864, 
and  was  placed  in  command  of  his  Company  C;  also  commanded 
Companies  A,  B,  and  F,  of  which  latter  company  he  was  finally 
commissioned  captain. 

Lteutknant  John  Dillon,  a  native  of  Bungarvan,  county  Water- 
ford,  joined  the  regiment  as  a  private,  and  was  mustered  in  with 
Company  F,  September,  1861 ;  served  as  color-sergeant  with  distinc- 
tion in  many  battles.  Promoted  for  planting  our  flag  on  the  ene- 
my's works  at  Cold  Harbor,  January,  1865,  to  second-lieutenant; 
participated  in  all  the  engagements  with  his  regiment;  a  brave 
soldier.  Mustered  out  a  short  time  before  the  regiment  came 
home. 

Lieutenant  John  Ryan,  a  native  of  Tipperaiy ;-  promoted  from 
the  ranks,  and  was  through  all  the  battles  with  his  regiment  until 
he  was  mustered  out  on  consolidation. 

Captain  Joseph  Gleason,  a  native  of  Tipperaiy ;  commissioned 
second-lieutenant,  February,  1864 ;  served  through  the  campaigns 
of  '64  and  '65. 

Captain  Joseph  McDonottgh,  a  native  of  Galway,  went  dut  with 
regiment  as  first-lieutenant ;  promoted  to  captain. 

Captain  Daniel  Maher,  a  native  of  Albany,  of  Irish  parents ; 
joined  the  regiment  in  1862 ;  promoted  from  conimissary-sergeant  to 
first-lieutenant,  and  subsequently  to  captain. 

Lieutenant  Patrick  Maheb,  a  native  of  Tipperary,  joined  the 
regiment  early  in  1863 ;  promoted  to  first-lieutenant ;  mustered  out 
on  consolidation  of  the  re^ment;  afterwards  joined  the  regiment 
and  commissioned  lieutenant ;  wounded  on  the  22d  June,  1865,  in 
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the  thigb,  wMcb  caused  the  leg  to  be  amputated;  died  from  the 
efifects  of  the  wound. 

Captain  Edward  O'Cabroll,  a  native  of  Tippenuy ;  mustered 
into  the  regiment,  October,  1861 ;  promoted  to  second-lieutenant,  and 
mustered  out  on  consolidatiim  of  the  regiment,  June,  1863.  Again 
joined  the  regiment  as  a  private  in  1864.  Promoted  to  second-lieu- 
tenant and  captain.  Killed  on  the  8d  May,  1865,  before  Petersburg, 
Va. 

LiEUTENAKT  Daioel  Eiernan,  a  native  of  Monaghan,  joined  the 
regiment,  September,  1861,  as  a  private ;  served  through  all  the 
campaigns  until  June,  1861,  when  he  was  mustered  out ;  promoted  to 
second-lieutenant  and  also  to  first-lieutenant. 

Captain  Charles  Bennett  joined  the  regiment  early  in  1862; 
served  through  almost  all  the  different  battles  with  the  regiment ; 
promoted  from  first-sergeant  to  second-lieutenant,  January,  1865,  and 
captain ;  mustered  out  with  the  regiment. 

Major  W.  H.  Terwilliger  joined  the  regiment,  March,  1864; 
commanded  the  regiment  for  a  short  time,  and  passed  through  the 
entire  campaigns  of  1864  and  '65. 

Captain  Charles  Terwilliger  entered  the  regiment  about 
March ;  he  served  through  the  campaigns  of  1864  and  was  promoted 
to  major,  1865 ;  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment. 

Lieutenant  Lyden,  a  brave  soldier  and  a  good  officer ;  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Antietam. 

Lieutenant  McConnell,  a  native  of  Roscommon,  Lreland ;  com- 
manded as  second  lieutenant,  October,  1862 ;  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Antietam.    A  very  brave,  efficient  officer. 

Liexttenant  Cadwalader  Smyth,  a  native  of  this  country,  of 
Irish  parents;  a  brave,  gallant  young  officer;  killed  at  Antietam, 
7th  September,  1862. 

Lieutenant  Patrick  H.  Biordan,  a  native  of  Meentogues, 
county  Kerry.  He  joined  the  Sixty-thifd  as  a  private  in  1861 ;  was 
wounded  at  Malvern  Hill,  and  taken  prisoner  at  BeUe  Isle.    After 
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Lis  exchange  he  was  promoted  to  a  seoolid  lientenancy.  He  was 
again  wounded  at  Fredericksburg  while  in  command  of  a  companj, 
in  consequence  of  which  he  had  to  resign,  April,  1862. 

LiBUTENAi^T  John  Fitzgerald,  a  native  of  Monaghan ;  jomed 
the  Sixty-third  at  the  organization  of  the  regiment ;  was  soon  after 
transferred  to  the  Fourth  New  York  Volunteers. 

Adjutant  Henry  M'Connell,  was  bom  in  Mitchelstown,  county 
Cork,  Ireland ;  being  intended  for  the  medical  profession,  he  re- 
ceived a  liberal  education.  He  was  for  some  time  connected  with 
the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  State  Militia.  Upon  the  reorganization 
of  the  Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers  he  was  promoted  to  a  second- 
lieutenancy;  he  was  distinguished  for  his  gallantry,  and  partici- 
pated in  every  engagement  with  the  Brigade  to  Antietam,  where  he 
was  killed. 

At  the  organization  of  the  regiment  David  P.  Shanahan  was 
surgeon;  Michael  Q-.  Gilligan,  assistant-surgeon;  and  Philip 
0*Hanlon,  Jimior,  quartermaster.  I  have  not  been  supplied  with 
materials  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  above  gentlemen. 

Lieutenant  James  Maceey  was  son  to  Br.  Mackey,  Buffido.  He 
joined  the  Sixty-third  regiment,  and  was  soon  transferred  to  General 
Meagher's  staff,  and  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Antie- 
tam,  while  carrying  orders  from  the  general. 

He  was  removed  to  the  Hospital  at  Frederick,  and  was  subse- 
quently brought  home  by  easy  stages,  by  his  father,  who  was  anx- 
iously attending  him. 

Though  he  had  apparently  rallied,  he-  finally  sank  and  died,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  just  a  month  from  the  day  he  had  received 
his  wound.  He  was  a  brave  young  oflBcer,  and  an  intelligent,  cour- 
teous young  man,  whose  services  were  appreciated  by  his  general,  and 
whose  amiable  qualities  made  him  a  general  £eivorite. 

Captain  Dominick  Connelly  was  an  able,  efficient  officer,  and 
transferred  to  Invalid  Corps  on  account  of  wounds  received  in  action. 

Lieutenant  John  G.  Sellers,  promoted  from  the  ranks. 

Adjutant  P.  Gorhley,  resigned  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

Lqbutbnant  John  McCaffbbt,  resigned  fromiU-healtli.' 
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LiBDTEKAHT  HusLBT,  iffomotod fiom the  nuk of  seigeant;  dis- 
diBiged  for  physical  dlanlnlitj. 

Ljeutenaitt  Edwabd  Leb  was  abraye,  effident  oflSoer ;  posBesBed 
considerable  skill  as  an  engineer. 

LiBUTENABT  MiCHAEL  Gbooav,  woonded  at  Antietam. 

Lieutenant  Tdcotht  Musbat. 

Lieutenant  Ghables  McCabtht,  rei^gned  from  iU-healih. 

Lieutenant  William  Higginb,  resigned  from  iU-health. 

Lieutenant  Laubence  Daidt,  promoted  from  sergeant. 

Lieutenant  James  Gallagher,  promoted  from  sergeant. 

Captain  Richabd  P.  Moobe,  promoted  from  second-lieutenant^ 
wounded  at  Fredericksburg. 

Caftatn  John  Dwter,  jyromoted  from  sergeantcy,  wounded  at 
Antietam,  was  a  brave,  efficient,  and  intelligent  officer. 

Jambs  H.  Elliot,  Assistant-surgeon,  afterwards  transferred. 

LiEXTTENANT  WiLUAM  F.  Mbehan,  an  excellent,  efficient  officer^ 
resigned  on  surgeon's  certificate. 

Lieutenant  Ltnch,  wounded  at  Antietam,  from  the  efifectsof 
which  he  died. 

LlEXTTENANTS  WiLLIAM  TATLOB  and  HABT. 

Captain  Thomas  W.  Cabtwbight,  native  of  Kings  County,  was 
first  adjutant  of  the  regiment ;  wounded  at  Antietam ;  promoted  to 
captain ;  resigned  in  1868. 

JiiEUTENANT  IklATTHEW  Habt,  native  of  Albany,  Irish  parents ; 
enlisted  as  private  in  1861 ;  wounded  at  Fair  Oaks ;  promoted  to 
lieutenant,  March,  1868 ;  mustered  out  at  consolidation. 

Libutbnant   Patbiok  Chambers,  native  of  Mayo;   enlisted 
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private  in  1861 ;  color-seigeant  at  first  battle  of  Fredericksburg ; 
promoted  to  lieutenant,  and  discharged  in  1864  for  disability. 

LrEUTENAHT  WiLLiAM  Dalt,  native  of  Albany ;  of  Irish  parent- 
age ;  enlisted  in  1861 ;  color-sergeant  at  Antietam,  where  he  was 
wounded ;  promoted  to  lieutenant  in  December,  1862 ;  mustered 
out  by  consolidation  of  regiment ;  enlisted  again,  served  as  private, 
and  discharged  for  disability. 

Lieutenant  Michael  Grogan,  native  of  Tipperary,  enlisted  in 
1861 ;  promoted  to  sergeant ;  wounded  at  Antietam ;  promoted  to 
lieutenant,  and  mustered  out  at  consolidation ;  re-eulisted  and  at- 
tained rank  of  lieutenant ;  wounded  again  at  Petersburg,  and  mus- 
tered out  in  consequence. 

Lieutenant  Patrick  J.  O'Connor,  promoted  lieutenant  from 
Quartermaster-sergeant,  and  mustered  out  by  consolidation ;  native 
of  Galway ;  enlisted  in  1861. 

Captain  Brannegan,  discharged  for  ill-health. 

Captain  Patrick  Joseph  Condon,  of  Company  G,  Sixty-third 
Regiment,  Lish  Brigade,  was  bom  February  16th,  1831,  at  Craves, 
county  Limerick,  Lreland.  At  the  outset  of  the  American  civil  war 
he  joined  the  Second  Regiment  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  as  private,  but  left  it  to 
aid  in  forming  the  Lish  Brigade.  He  raised  Company  G,  Sixty- 
third  regiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  captain,  September 
24th,  1861.  He  served  through  the  campaigns  of  1861,  '62,  and  '63, 
and  was  mustered  out  in  Jime  of  the  latter  year.  His  devotedness 
to  the  cause  of  American  liberty  is  second  only  to  that  of  his  native 
land. 

Lieutenant  James  M.  Smart,  a  brave  and  efficient  officer,  killed 
in  battle,  May  12th,  1864. 

Lieutenant  D.  P.  Rood. 

Captain  S.  V.  Reeves,  promoted  from  first  -lieutenant. 
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A  CONCISE  HISTORY  OF  THE  TWENTT-EIGHTH  REGI- 
MENT MASSACHUSETTS  VOLUNTEER  INFANTRY 
AND  ITS  LEADING  OFFICERS. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infajitry,  called  into 
Ber\ice  by  the  President,  September  24, 1861,  organized  at  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  October  8, 1861,  and  mustered  into  the  United  States 
service  at  Camp  Cameron,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  December  13, 
1861,  Colonel  Monteith  commanding,  left  Camp  Cameron,  January 
11,  1862,  and  proceeded  to  Fort  Columbus,  New  York  harbor, 
where  it  remained  till  February  14,  whence  it  embark'ed  for  Hilton 
Head,  South  Carolina,  arriving  there  February  22,  1862.  April  7, 
the  regiment  embarked  on  transpprts  for  Dawfosky  Island.  The 
right  wing  of  the  regiment,  under  Colonel  Monteith,  proceeded  to 
Tybee  Island,  Georgia,  May  12,  where  it  remained  till  May  28,  when 
it  proceeded  to  Hilton  Head.  Placed  in  arrest  May  20,  Colonel 
Monteith  did  not  again  resume  conmiand  of  his  regiment,  and  was 
discharged  August  12, 1862,  at  Newport  News,  Virginia,  The  left 
wing  embarked  for  Hilton  Head,  May  27,  and  on  May  30  the  whole 
regiment,  Lieuteuant-Colonel  Moore  commanding,  left  Hilton  Head 
in  transports  for  James  Island,  reaching  there  on  the  Ist  of  June. 

James  Islaih). 

The  regiment  skirmished  June  1  and  2,  losing  five  men  wounded. 
June  16,  in  an  unsuccessftil  assault  upon  Fort  Johnson,  on  the  upper 
part  of  the  island,  the  regiment  lost  fourteen  killed,  fifty-two 
wounded,  and  four  prisoners — aggregate  seventy.  Of  this  engage- 
ment. General  H.  W.  Benham,  U.  S.  A.,  in  a  letter  to  Governor 
Andrew,  dated  December  21, 1862,  says  *  *  "  The  major,  G.  W. 
Cartwright,  and  the  most  of  the  officers,  with  the  great  body  of  the 
regiment,  behaved  very  handsomely  through  that  afiair,  until  they 
were  recalled  from  the  front  by  the  order  of  General  Stevens."  July 
6th,  the  regiment  evacuated  James  Island,  and  returned  to  Hilton 
Head.  July  16th,  proceeded  in  transports  to  Newport  News,  Vir- 
ginia, landing  there  July  18th.  The  same  day  the  regimental  band 
was  mustered  out  of  service.  On  the  20th  the  regiment  was  assigned 
to  General  Bumside's  Corps.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Moore  resigned 
July  25th. 

Second  Bull  Rtjij'. 

August  3d,  Major  Cartwright  commanding,  the  regiment  left 
Newport  News,  Virginia,  and  landed  at  Aquia  Creek  August  6th, 
proceeding  the  same  day  to  Fredericksburg,  where  it  went  into 
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camp.  August  12th,  left  Fredericksburg  to  join  General  Pope,  at 
Culpepper.  The  regiment  was  engaged  in  the  campaigns  of  the 
Bapidan  and  Bappahannock,  arriving  at  Gentreville  on  the  28th  of 
August.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  a  battery, 
August  29th,  remaining  in  that  position  all  day.  On  the  80th  of 
August,  about  two  p.  M.,  the  regiment  was  ordered  into  the  woods, 
and  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry.  Falling 
back,  under  orders,  at  the  end  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour,  it  sup- 
ported a  battery  until  night,  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
enemy's  batteries.  Eighteen  men  were  killed,  one  hundred  and 
nine  wounded,  and  eight  missing  in  this  engagement,  in  which 
Migor  Gartwiight  was  woimded. 

Chantillt. 

On  the  afternoon  of  September  1st  the  regiment  marched  to 
Chantilly,  where  it  engaged  the  enemy  heavily  and  with  success, 
losing  fifteen  killed,  seventy-nine  wounded,  and  five  missing.  The 
next  day  marched  to  Alexandria  and  through  Washington. 

South  Mountain. 

Leaving  Meridian  Hill,  September  7th,  the  regiment  entered  upon 

the  Maryland,  campaign.    On  the  14th  the  regiment,  at  Turner's 

Gap,  South  Mountain,  supported  a  battery  during  the  day,  and  being 

on  picket  at  night,  was  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  losing 

six  men  wounded. 

Antibtam. 

On  the  17th  day  of  September,  the  regiment  was  engaged  at  An* 
tietam  Creek.  At  dleven  A.  M.  the  regiment  advanced,  under  fire 
from  the  enemy's  batteries,  till  sheltered  by  a  hill  on  ^e  oppodte 
bank  of  the  creek.  It  crossed  the  creek,  ascended  the  hill  under  a 
murderous  fire,  driving  the  enemy  before  it,  till  ordered  back  by  the 
general  oommandiiig.  Casualties,  twelve  killed  and  thirty-aix 
wounded.    On  the  18th  skirmished  vdth  the  enemy. 

During  the  fall  the  regiment  remained  vdth  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, under  Generals  McClellan  and  Bumside.  Colonel  Bichard 
Byrnes  assumed  command  of  the  regiment  October  18th,  at  Nolan's 
Ferry.  On  the  28d  of  November  the  regiment  was  transferred  from 
the  Ninth  to  the  Second  Corps,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Irish 
Brigade,  of  General  Hancock's  division. 

Fredebicksbttbg. 

December  11th,  the  regiment  broke  camp  at  Falmouth,  and  cross* 
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ing  tlie  Rappahannock  near  Fredericksburg,  took  part  in  the  gallant 
charge  of  General  Hancock's  division  npon  the  enemy's  workp, 
December  13th,  losing  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  killod,  woonded, 
and  missing.  On  the  night  of  the  15th  recrossed  the  river  and  re- 
turned to  Falmouth,  where  it  was  still  encamped  December  3l8t. 

The  strength,  present  and  absent,  on  that  day  was  seven  hundred 
and  twenty,  officers  and  men.  During  the  year  oi)e  hundred  and 
nineteen  recruits  joined  the  regiment,  ninety  enlisted  men  w6re  dis- 
charged, eighty-six  deserted,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  died. 
Nine  deserters  were  apprehended.  Nineteen  officers  resigned,  and 
seven  died.  Seventy-five  men  were  killed  in  action,  and  twenty- 
seven  died  of  their  wounds.  Total  number  of  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  for  the  year,  five  hundred  and  twenty. 

Ghaitcellobsyillb. 

After  the  arduous  campaigns  of  the  year  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp  till  April  28th,  when  it  moved  with  General  Hancock's  divi- 
sion to  Chancellorsville,  participating  in  that  action  and  suffering  a 
loss  of  twenty-six,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  May  3d,  the 
^  regiment  assisted  in  hauling  to  the  rear  the  guns  of  the  Fifth  Miune 
Battery  by  hand.  May  5th,  the  regiment  left  the  battle-field  at 
night,  and  crossing  the  Rapidan  at  daybreak  of  the  6th,  arrived  in 

camp  the  same  day. 

Gbttysbubo. 

After  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville  the  regiment  remained  in 
camp  and  was  exercised  in  drill  tOl  the  13th  day  of  June,  when  it 
marched  to  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock.  The  next  day  it 
marched  to  Stafford  Courthouse.  With  the  Second  Corps  it  passed 
the  remainder  of  the  month  in  long  and  arduous  marches,  till  it 
.  reached  the  battle-field  of  Gettysburg,  Pennsylvania,  early  A.  M.  of 
the  2d  of  July.  In  the  afternoon  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment, 
with  the  Brigade,  was  ordered  to  advance,  and  engaged  the  enemy 
at  Little  Round  Top,  driving  them  before  it  for  a  long  distance,  till 
after  a  long  and  obstinate  engagement  it  was  flanked  both  right  and 
left,  and  compelled  to  retire  with  the  Brigade  precipitately,  by  order 
of  the  Brigade  commander.  One  hundred  and  seven  officers 
and  enlisted  men  were  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  out  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four,  on  this  day.  The  8d  of  July,  the 
regiment  threw  up  breastworks  on  Cemetery  Hill,  and  assisted  in 
repelling  the  fierce  onsets  of  the  enemy.  Although  exposed  to  the 
tremendous  cannonading  of  the  enemy  during  the  fight,  but  onn 
man  was  wounded,  ovtring  to  the  felicitous  nature  of  the  gioand. 
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On  the  7tli  the  regiment  left  the  battle-field  and  marched  to  Taney- 
town,  Maryland ;  the  8th,  to  near  Frederick ;  the  9th,  through 
Crampton's  Gap,  South  Mountain ;  the  l(Hh,  to  Jones's  Cross  Roads ; 
the  14th,  to  Falling  Waters ;  the  15th,  to  opposite  Harper's  Ferry ; 
the  16th,  to  Pleasant  Valley,  Maryland ;  the  18th,  through  Harper's 
Ferry,  Virginia,  crossing  the  Potomac ;  19th,  to  near  Snicker's  Gap ; 
20tH,  to  Bloomfield ;  22d,  to  Ashby's  Gap ;  23d,  into  Manassas  Gap ; 
24th,  to  Markham ;  25th,  to  White  Plains ;  26th,  to  Warrenton 
Junction ;  80th,  to  Elk  Run ;  Slst  to  Monisville,  Virginia,  where  it 
encamped  during  the  month  of  August. 

August  81st  the  regiment  marched  to  U.  S.  Ford,  supporting  cav- 
alry, returning  to  camp  September  4th.  September  12th,  left  Mor- 
risville,  and  marched  to  Rappahannock  Station ;  13th,  to  Culpepper ; 
15th,  to  Slaughter  Moxmtain ;  17th,  to  Bapdan  Station,  where  the 
regiment  remained  engaged  in  arduous  picket  duty,  till  October  6th, 
when  it  left  the  front  for  Culpepper,  Auburn  Hill,  and  Bristow  Sta- 
tion. October  12th,  marched  and  countermarched  till  October  14th, 
when  the  regiment  was  vigorously  shelled  while  at  rest  on  Auburn 
Hill.  The  regiment  retreated  to  Bristow  Station,  with  the  division, 
Bkirmishing  a  part  of  the  journey,  losing  one  killed,  Xvfo 
wounded,  and  three  missing,  till  it  arrived  at  Bristow  Station, 
where  it  assisted  materially  in  repelling  the  onsets  of  the  enemy. 
Marched  to  Bull  Run  that  night,  remaining  there  till  the  19th,  when 
the  regiment  marched,  reaching  Auburn  the  next  day.  To  near 
Warrenton  on  the  23d.  The  regiment  crossed  the  Rappahannock 
at  Kelly's  Ford  on  the  7th  day  of  November,  and  on  the  8th  went 
into  camp  on  Shackleford's  Farm.  There  the  regiment  remained 
till  November  26th,  when  it  crossed  the  Rapidan  at  Germania  Ford, 
the  army  moving  to  Mine  Run,  Viiginia. 

Mine  Run. 

November  29th,  near  Robinson's  Tavern,  the  left  touching  the 
plankroad,  as  skirmishers.  Colonel  Byrnes  conmianding,  the  regi- 
ment gallantly  charged,  driving  the  enemy's  skirmishers  from  their 
pits  back  upon  their  works  in  the  rear,  losing  nine  men,  wound- 
ed. December  1st,  recrossed  the  river  and  returned  to  camp.  De- 
cember 5th,  to  Stevensburg,  Virginia,  near  which  town  the  regiment 
rested  in  substantial  winter-quarters,  constructed  of  logs. 

The  strength,  present  and  absent,  of  the  regiment,  December  31st, 
1863,  was  twenty-five  conmiissioned  officers  and  four  hundred 
and  seventy-seven  enlisted  men. 

Pazina  «^<«  vtnr  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  recruites,  etc.,  joined 
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the  reg^ent ;  two  hundred  and  forty-one  enlisted  men  were  dis- 
charged or  transferred ;  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  deserted ;  four- 
teen died,  and  twenty-eight  were  killed  in  action.  Thirty-nine 
deserters  were  apprehended;  twenty-nine  officers  resigned.  The 
aggregate  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  as  £Eff  as  reported,  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty-one. 

Thb  W1LDEBHE8& 

The  regiment  r^nained  quietly  in  winter-quarters,  until  May  3d, 
1864,  the  monotony  of  camp-life  disturhed  only  by  a  leconnoissance 
to  the  Rapidan  River,  February  6th,  in  which  the  Twenty-eighth 
took  part  The  regiment  was  becoming  stronger,  day  by  day,  by 
the  arrival  of  recruits. 

On  the  3d  of  May  its  aggregate  strength  was  twenty-six  commis- 
sioned officers,  and  seven  hundred  and  five  enlisted  mien ;  of  these, 
lour  hundred  and  ninety-five  officers  and  men  were  present  with  the 
regiment,  and  eighteen  officers  and  four  hundred  and  thirty4wo 
men  were  for  duty. 

On  this  day  the  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  broke 
camp  at  Stevensburg,  Virginia,  at  10  P.  M.,  and  marching  all  night, 
crossed  the  Rapidan  River,  at  Ely's  Ford,  May  4th.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  day  of  May  5th  the  regiment  acted  as  flankers  to 
the  Brigade,  till  the  enemy  was  fotmd,  when  several  companies 
were  sent  out  as  skirmishers.  Late  in  the  afternoon  most  of  the 
companies  were  collected  together,  and  the  regiment  advanced  in 
line  into  the  woods,  in' the  Wilderness,  and  engaged  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant-Colond  Cartwright,  commanding,  ordered  the  regiment 
to  lie  down,  and  in  that  mode  awaited  the  driving  in  of  our  skir- 
mishers. The  battle  soon  opened.  Veterans  fought  with  the  dash  of 
recruits,  recruits  with  the  steadiness  of  veterans,  and  repulsed  the 
oft-repeated  charges  of  the  enemy  with  heavy  loss,  strewing  the 
ground  In  their  front  with  files  of  dead  and  wounded.  They  fought 
steadily  all  the  afternoon,  until  being  out  of  ammunition,  they  were 
relieved  by  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, and  retired.  Here  the  gallant  Captain  Mclntyre  was  fintally 
hit,  while  endeavoring  to  assist  a  wounded  skirmisher  inside  of  our 
line.  Captain  C.  V.  Smith  was  mortally  wounded;  Ldeut^iant- 
Colonel  Cartwright  also  receiving  a  severe  and  painful  .wound  in 
the  left  shoulder.  The  regiment  was  complimented  by  the  brigade 
and  division  commanders  for  the  gallant  and  suocesaful  manner  in 
which  they  repulsed  every  attempt  to  br^ak  our  line  of  hattLe. 

On  the  6th  and  7th  of  May  the  regiment  siirmished  alldaj,  loo- 
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ing  a  few  men.  The  total  loss  in  the  Wilderness  was  two  com- 
missioned officers  killed,  and  three  wounded ;  fourteen  enlisted  men 
were  killed,  eighty-two  wounded,  and  eighteen  missing.  Ag- 
gregate, one  hundred  and  ninetjeen.  To  Todd's  Tavern,  May 
8 ;  the  regiment  and  l)rigade  advanced  against  the  enemy  late  in 
the  afternoon,  but  being  flanked,  retired  in  good  order,  without  loss, 
to  the  intrenchment. 

Po  River. 

May  9,  crossed  the  Po  River.  The  next  day  the  regiment  was 
subjected  to  a  heavy  artillery  fire ;  threw  up  breastv^rorks  'the  next 
day ;  during  these  operations  the  loss  viras  four  killed,  five  woimded, 
and  two  missing. 

Spottbtlvania. 

On  the  night  of  the  11th  of  May,  Major  Lawler  commanding,  the 
regiment  left  its  works  near  the  banks  of  the  Po,  leaving  out  a  hun- 
dred men  on  picket,  and  passing  through  the  Sixth  Corps  camp  vnth 
the  division,  massed  in  a  field  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  at 
Spottsylvania.  At  daylight.  May  12th,  charged  the  enemy's  works 
VTith  fixed  bayonets,  and  uncapped  pieces  in  colunm  of  division, 
closed  in  mass,  and  assisted  in  the  capture  of  many  guns,  colors,  and 
prisoners.  Ten  enlisted  men  were  killed,  one  commissioned  officer 
and  forty-six  enlisted  men  wounded  and  missing ;  aggregate,  sixty- 
two,  in  the  memorable  charge  of  Hancock's  invincible  corps. 

May  14th  a  part  of  the  regiment  was  on  the  picket-line,  where 
two  guns  between  the  lines  were  drawn  out.  One  man  vras  killed 
and  one  wounded. 

Spottsylvania— Second. 

May  17,  at  night  formed  in  column  behmd  our  works,  and  at 
daylight  charged  enemy's  intrenchments.  Major  Lawler  command- 
ing the  regiment,  and  Colonel  Byrnes  the  brigade.  Took  the  first 
line  of  works  and  held  it  for  six  hours,  when  the  regiment  was 
withdrawn  in  perfect  order  by  the  direction  of  General  Barlow. 
The  major  and  two  captains  were  killed ;  three  captains  and  one 
lieutenant  wounded;  nine  enlisted  men  were  killed,  and  twenty- 
six  wounded ;  aggregate,  42. 

May  20,  at  night,  and  May  21,  marched  to  Millford  Sta- 
tion ;  May  23,  to  the  North  Anna  River ;  crossed  that  river  on  the 
24th ;  May  27,  recrossed  the  river,  and  May  20  reached  Tolapo- 
tomy  Creek,  where  the  regiment  remained  tiU  June  Ist,  locdng 
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men  daily  on  picket.     One  killed  and  twelve  wounded  during 

these  operations. 

Gold  Habbor. 

June  1,  a  most  severe  march  to, Cold  Harbor,  reaching  there  the 
next  day.  At  daybreak,  June  8,  Lieutenant  A.  B.  West  conmiand- 
ing  the  regiment,  charged  in  line,  advancing  steadily  over  two  ranges 
of  hills,  imder  a  very  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  from  the 
rebel  position,  on  a  third  range.  Enfiladed  both  right  and  left  the 
Brigade  was  ordered  back  by  the  Brigade  commander,  after  holding 
its  advanced  position  for  some  hours.  .  Colonel  Byrnes  commanding 
the  Brigade,  and  Lieutenant  West  commanding  the  regiment,  and 
eight  enlisted  men  were  killed ;  two  commissioned  officers,  and 
thirty-five  enlisted  men  were  wounded;  total,  47.  Remained  at 
Cold  Harbor  in  works,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  till  June  12, 
losing  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded,  when  the'  regiment  at 
night  left  its  works  for  James  River,  which  river  was  reached  the 
next  day. 

Petebsbubg. 

June  14,  at  night  crossed  the  James  River  on  the  transport  Mas- 
sachusetts. Remained  near  the  bank  of  the  river  tiU  two  p.  m.  of 
the  fifteenth,  when  the  regiment  nmde  a  forced  march  to  Petersburg, 
reaching  there  at  the  end  of  eleven  hours.  Late  in  the  afternoon  of 
June  16,  Lieutenant  John  B.  Noyes  commanding  the  regiment, 
charged  in  line,  and  took  one  line  of  the  enemy's  works,  but  pressed 
still  further  till  brought  to  a  stand-still  on  the  slope  di  a  hill,  by  the 
determined  resistance  of  the  enemy,  who  in  vain  assailed  the  ad- 
vanced position  of  our  troops;  relieved  at  midnight,  having  sus- 
tained a  loss  of  three  killed,  fourteen  wounded  and  two  missing. 
June  17,  supported  the  gallant  charge  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  June  18, 
again  charged  the  enemy,  driving  them  from  several  pits  without 
loss. 

June  20th,  the  regiment  was  transferred  from  the  Second  to  the 
First  Brigade  of  the  First  Division,  Second  Corps ;  marched  at  night 
in  the  direction  of  the  Weldon  Railroad.  The  regiment  acted  as 
flankers  during  the  day,  and  at  night  was  sent  out  on  picket 

Fight  op  Jxjnb  22d,  befobe  Petebsbubg. 

Withdrawn  from  the  picket-line  at  noon  of  the  22d,  the  regiment 
with  the  Brigade  moved  to  the  right,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  was  hard  pressed,  when  the  whole  brigade  was  double- 
quicked  back  to  its  former  position,  and  the  Twenty-eighth  Massa- 
chusetts Volnnteers  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  right,  and  con- 
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necting  with  the  Sixth  Corps.  By  vigorously  holding  their  ground 
and  rapid  firing  the  rebels  were  compelled  to  move  towards  the 
right,  which  was  unprotected  by  skirmishers.  They  then  charged, 
yelling ;  but  meeting  an  unlooked-for  obstacle  in  a  strong  line  of 
works,  were  hurled  back  howling.  The  regiment  was  highly  com- 
plimented on  the  spot  by  Generals  Barlow  and  Miles  for  its  splen- 
did conduct.  But  two  officers  and  one  hundred  enlisted  men  were  in 
the  engagement.  Of  these  one  was  killed,  nine  wounded,  and  two 
missing. 

The  regiment  remained  in  camp  in  reserve  till  the  9th  day  of 
July,  when  it  relieved  the  pickets  of  the  Fifth  Corps,  and  so  remained 
till  sent  out  to  support  General  Gregg's  cavalry  on  the  Jerusalem 
Plankroad  on  the  12th  of  July ;  the  next  day  marched  to  the  rear 
of  the  Eighteenth  Corps  and  went  into  camp. 

Deep  Bottom. 

July  26,  Captain  James  Fleming  commanding  the  regiment,  broke 
camp  before  Petersburg,  about  three  P.  M.,  and  marched  to  Deep 
Bottom,  arriving  there  about  two  A.  m.  of  the  27th.  The  march  was 
very  hurried  and  exhausting.  Shortly  after  daybreak  the  regiment 
was  deployed  as  skirmishers;  occupying  the  right  of  the  line  of  the 
First  Brigade,  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania 
being  in  the  centre,  and  the  Fifth  New  Hampshire  on  the  left. 

While  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  and  Fifth 
New  Hampshire  were  engaging  the  enemy  in  front,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  succeeded  in  getting  in  on  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and 
by  a  well-directed  fire  along  their  works,  caused  them  to  retire 
in  confusion,  leaving  in  our  possession  four  twenty-pounder  Parrott 
guns,  with  caissons  and  ammunition.  Several  prisoners  also 
were  captured,  among  them  one  commanding  officer.  The  fol- 
lowing is  official : 

"  Headquahtbbs  First  Brioade,  First  Division,  Second  Corps. 

^'Captain  Fleming  commanded  the  Twenty-eighth  Regiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  my  charge  on  the  27th  inst.,  and 
to  his  gallantry  was  due,  in  great  measure,  the  success  of  the  assault, 
which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  four  guns  and  a  number  of 
prisoners. 

*'Jas.  C.  Lynch, 

**  Colonel  commanding  Brigade." 
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"  HSADQUABTBBS  F1B8T  DlVI8I0»r,  SbOOHD  C0RP8. 

"  The  Twenty-eighth  MassachtiBetts  Volonteers  were  the  first  to 
ttrike  the  enemy's  lines  on  the  27th,  when  the  First  BrigftllP  drove  a 
brigade  of  rebels  from  their  works,  capturing  four  twenty-jo^*^^®' 
rifled  pieces  and  several  prisoners.  *'v 

"Nelson  A.  Miles, 


« 


Brigadier-General  Volunteers.' 


At  dark  of  the  29th  the  regiment,  with  the  corps,  marched  back 
to  Petersburg,  arriving  there  before  daybreak,  and  during  the  day 
lay  in  rear  of  the  Ninth  Corps.  Casualties  during  the  period  two 
enlisted  men  killed  and  two  wounded. 

Deep  Bottom  No.  2. 

Hemained  in  camp  till  the  12th  day  of  August,  when  the  regi- 
ment, Captain  Fleming  commanding,  marched  to  City  Point.  The 
next  day  at  noon  the  regiment  took  transportation  for  Deep  Bottom, 
arriving  there  Simday  at  daybreak.  The  regiment  made  a  demon- 
stration upon  a  rebel  battery  during  the  forenoon,  suffered  a  loss  of 
one  commissioned  officer  and  three  enlisted  men  killed  and  eleven 
enlisted  men  womided.  Early  on  the  16th  the  regiment  with  the 
Brigade  moved  out  to  the  Charles  City  CVoss-Roads,  supporting 
General  Gregg's  Cavalry.  The  regiment  advanced  as  skirmishers 
on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  engaged  the  enemy.  After  a  stubborn 
and  weU-contested  resistance  against  superior  forces,  the  regiment 
was  obliged  to  fidl  back  upon  the  Brigade,  losing  heavily  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  After  dark  of  the  20th  the  regiment,  with 
the  corps,  marched  back  to  before  Petersburg,  reaching  there  at 
eight  A.  M.  of  the  21st,  whence  it  marched  to  the  Gurley  House,  near 
the  Weldon  Railroad,  during  the  afternoon.  Losses  during  this 
j)eriod  seven  enlisted  men  wounded,  twenty-two  missing  in  action. 
On  the  22d  the  regiment  marched  to 

Reams'  Station 

and  to  the  Perkins  House,  and  commenced  destroying'  the  railroad 
towards  Reams'  Station ;  continued  destroying  the  railroad  on  the 
23d  and  24th,  tearing  up  the  road  and  burning  rails  to  beyond  Mrs. 
Smart's  house.  During  portions  of  these  days  the  regiment  was 
on  picket.  Returned  to  Reams'  Station  on  the  evening  of  the  24th, 
occupied  the  works  to  the  right  of  the  station,  the  left  of  the  regi- 
ment resting  near  the  railroad.  On  the  25th  the  regiment  partici- 
pated in  the  well-contested  engagement  at  Reams'  Station.    The 
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«*egiment  ibaglit  gallantly,  and  were  the  last  to  leave  the  works  and 
among  the  first  to  reoccupy  them.  The  casualties  were,  one  en- 
listed man  killed,  two  commissioned  officers  and  seven  enlisted 
men  wounded,  and  twenty-four  enlisted  men  missing  in  action.  After 
dark  the  regiment,  with  the  division,  fell  hack  to  the  vicinity 
of  Williams'  Farm,  where  it  remained  till  the  27th,  when  it  returned 
to  its  old  camping-ground  near  Petershurg. 

On  the  6th  September  broke  camp  and  marched  to  the  Williams' 
House— the  Brigade  marched  the  day  before— where  the  regiment 
was  busily  engaged  in  constructing  the  works  connected  with  the 
Ninth  Corps,  till  the  8th  inst.,  when  the  regiment  marched  to  the 
Jones  House  and  encamped.  September  16th,  the  regiment,  with  the 
Brigade,  went  out  to  support  the  cavalry,  which  had  gone  in  search 
of  stolen  cattle.    Returned  to  camp  on  the  17th. 

September  24th,  relieved  a  portion  of  the  Tenth  Corps  in  the  firont 
line  of  works.  Relieved  on  the  29th.  October  1st  marched  to  the 
left.  On  the  2d  to  batteiy  No.  4,  to  garrison  the  work  and  change  it 
to  a  fort.  Remained  there  till  the  4th  of  October,  when  the  regi- 
ment marched  to  the  front,  to  guard  the  firont  line  of  works.  Re- 
lieved October  9th,  and  on  the  14th  detailed  to  guard  battery  No.  9, 
where  the  regiment  is  at  present  stationed.  Late  casualties,  one 
killed  and  three  woimded. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May  the  men  were  engaged  in 
planting  batteries  upon  the  islands  surrounding  Fort  Pulaski,  work- 
ing chiefly  at  night,  under  the  guns  of  the  fort,  up  to  their  middle 
in  water ;  tod  such  was  the  secrecy  of  their  movements,  that  it  was 
not  ttntil  the  steamboat  from  Savannah,  carrying  supplies  to  the 
fort,  was  brought  to  by  a  thirty-pound  shot  from  the  masked  bat- 
tery erected  on  Jones'  Island,  that  the  enemy  were  made  aware 
that  the  "  Faugh-a-Ballaghs"   (as  the  Twenty-eighth  were  called) 
had  been  working  with  such  effect  under  the  most  disheartening 
circumstances.    The  island  upon  which  this  battery  was  erected 
is  a  small  one,  mtuated  in  the  Savannah  River,  composed  of  marshy 
ground,  so  soft  that  a  man  could  not  stand  upon  it  without  danger  of 
rinking  out  of  sight.    One  of  the  Twenty-eighth  was  missed  one 
night,  and  never  heard  of  after  ;  it  was  stfpposed  that,  in  groping  in 
the  dark,  he  had  missed  his  footing  and  sank  through  the  nure 
until  he  was  drowned  or  suflFocated  ;  yet  upon  such  ground  was  a 
formidable  battery  erected,  by  night,  by  laying  a  platform  of  plank 
and  long  timbers,  and  then  hauling  the  heavy  guns  by  hand  from 
the  flat-boats.    One  of  the  guns  slipped  from  the  planks  laid  from 
the  boat  to  the  platform,  and  instantly  sank  out  of  sight  through 
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the  mud.  This  work  was  peorformed  diiefly  under  the  supervision 
of  Colonel  Beard,  late  of  the  Forty-eighth  N.  Y.  Vols.,  who  deserves 
the  ntmost  credit  for  the  untiring  energy  and  perseverance  he  dis- 
played, and  the  splendid  success  of  his  apparently  vain  undertak- 
ing. 

On  the  20th  of  December,  1864,  the  term  of  service  of  the  regi- 
ment having  expired.  Colonel  Cartwright,  commanding,  received 
orders  to  proceed  to  Boston  with  the  remnant  of  his  g&llant  r^- 
ment,  consisting  of  tioerUy-one  enlisted  men,  he  being  the  only 
officer  of  the  original  organization  whose  name  still  appeared  on  the 
muster-roll. 

The  aggregate  number  joined  for  duty  since  the  organization  was 
about  1,703 ;  the  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  misang  in  action  reach 
1,133— a  fearfully  heavy  proportion.  During  the  Wilderness  cam- 
paign alone  the  Twenty-eighth  lost  eight  conmianding  officers 
killed,  and  twelve  wounded,  and  four  hundred  and  eight  en- 
listed men.  But  one  officer  escaped  unhurt  during  this  fearful 
campaign.  Who  shall  say,  in  view  of  this  record  of  the  devotion 
of  Irishmen  to  the  cause  of  freedom  in  this  their  adopted  country, 
that  they  are  not  entitled  to  the  sympathy,  aid,  and  supfiort  of  this 
nation,  in  the  endeavor  to  free  their  own  beloved,  down-trodden 
land? 

The  officers  and  men  whose  term  of  service  had  not  expired  were 
consolidated  into  a  battalion  under  the  command  of  Major  Jam«i 
Fleming,  and  remained  with  the  Brigade  until  the  .^e  of  hostili- 
ties, when,  with  the  Brigade,  they  were  mustered  out. 

Among  the  officers  of  this  regiment  were  many  who 
than  a  passing  notice. 

Couowsju  RiGHABD  Bybnbs,  its  Commander,  during  the  greater 
part  of  1863  and  '64,  was  an  officer  of  the  regular  army,  having 
served  about  fifteen  years,  and  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  for 
gallant  and  meritorious  services.  Brave  almost  to  rashness,  he 
always  led  his  men,  who  knew  no  fear  under  his  eye ;  a  strict  dis- 
ciplinarian, just  to  each  and  all  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority,  he 
commanded  the  respect  and  esteem  of  thoi^e  under  him,  and  to  his 
efforts  is  mainly  due  the  high  reputation  for  steadiness  and  disci- 
pline which  the  Twenty-eighth  enjoyed.  During  the  winter  and 
spring  of  1864  he  was  engaged  in  recruiting,  but  the  moment  the 
campaign  opened  hastened  to  join  his  conmiand.  On  his  arrival  he 
assumed  conmiand  of  the  Brigade,  and  at  the  battle  of  Cold  Harbor, 
June  3d>  he  was  fatally  wounded.    He  lived  long  enough  to  be  con- 
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veyed  to  Washington,  where  his  wife  (being  apprised  by  telegraph) 
was  permitted  the  sad  privilege,  denied  to  so  many  during  the  war, 
of  ministering  to  his  wants  and  receiving  his  last  word&  His  re- 
mains were  brought  to  Jersey  City,  where  he  resided,  and  buried 
with  military  honors. 

Colonel  George  W.  Cartwkight,  who  succeeded  the  lamented 
Byrnes,  was  bom  in  Dublin,  Ireland.  His  fiamily  came  to  this  coun- 
try when  he  was  a  child,  and  have  since  resided  in  New  York  and 
vicinity.  He  entered  the  service  on  the  19th  of  April,  1861,  as  a 
private  in  the  Twelfth  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  Colonel  Daniel  Butterfield,  under 
whose  strict  discipline  he  soon  became  one  of  the  best  soldiers  in 
the  command,  and  was  promoted  three  times  during  the  short 
campaign  of  the  regiment,  being  mustered  out  at  expiration  of 
three  months'  term  of  service,  as  second-sergeant  of  Company  A.  A 
few  days  after  being  mustered  out,  having  recruited  the  requisite 
number  of  men,  he  was  mustered  in  for  three  years  in  the  Twelfth 
N.  Y.  Vols.,  Colonel  Weeks,  as  lieutenant.  While  serving  in  this 
capacity,  he  was  Invited  to  accept  the  position  of  adjutant  of  the 
Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  Vols.,  then  forming  in  Boston  as  the 
second  Irish  regiment  from  that  State,  the  Ninth  being  the  .first. 
Though  a  perfect  stranger  in  Massachusetts,  the  oiSor  was  too  flat- 
tering to  decline,  and  resigning  his  commission  in  the  Twelfth  he 
entered  the  Twenty-eighth,  and  by  his  military  knowledge  and  well- 
known  energy  of  character  rendered  good  service  in  organizing  the 
command,  imd  establishing  the  discipline  necessary  to  success.  As 
major,  he  commanded  the  regiment  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
battle  of  James  Island,  S.  C,  June  16th,  1862,  and  received  the  favor- 
able notice  of  the  general  commanding  for  his  condnct  under  very 
trying  circumstances.  He  was  in  command  during  the  memorable 
Pope  campaign  of  1862,  and  the  fatigue  and  privations  endured, 
with  wounds  received  at  second  Bull  Run,  nearly  cost  him  his 
life.  Recovering,  against  the  opinion  of  medical  men,  he  rejoined 
his  command,  and  shared  in  all  their  hardships  and  glories  until 
December  20th,  1864,  when  mustered  out  by  reason  of  expiration  of 
term  of  service.  His  father.  Captain  Thomas  W.  Cartwright,  served 
with  distinction  in  the  Sixty-third,  and  his  brother,  Captain  Thomas 
W.  Cartwright,  Jxm.,  was  killed  at  Malvern  Hill. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Jereioah  W.  Covknbt  joined  the  regi- 
ment as  Lieutenant  of  Company  A,  at  its  organization,  and  won  his 
subsequent  promotions  by  gallant  and  meritorious  conduct  in  the 
field.    He  was  a  fine  officer  in  all  respects.    While  serving  on  the 
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fttaffof  General  lOes,  in  the  Wildemess  campaign,  he  received  a 
severe  wound,  which  it  was  feared  would  prove  fatal,  and  incapaci- 
tate him  from  further  service.  CJolonel  CJoveney  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  late  Fenian  movement  on  Ganada. 

Major  Andrew  J.  LAWt.ER,  who  was  killed  in  the  fight  at  Spott- 
sylvania.  May  18,  was  a  fine  type  erf  the  Irish  soldier — brave,  frank, 
impressive,  and  generous.  He  was  beloved  by  all ;  possessed  of  an 
ardent,  hopeful  temperamoat  which  no  hardship,  however  severe, 
could  dampen,  he  was  the  life  of  a  bivouac ;  while  his  rollicking 
humor  and  endless  jokes  often  shortened  the  weary  march,  until 
the  "  irrepressible  major"  of  the  Twenty-eighth  and  his  ambling 
pony,  were  as  well  known  throughout  the  divimon  as  the  general 
commanding.  Severely  wounded  at  James'  Island,  S.  G^  1862,  he 
remained  a  prisoner  in  Charleston  for  a  long  time ;  on  his  return  he 
was  made  major  of  the .  regiment,  and  while  thus  serving  and  in 
command  of  his  regiment  he  fell,  fighting  nobly  for  the  land  of  his 
adoption,  an^  in  a  few  short  minutes  all  that  renudned  of  the  gay, 
gallant,  whole-souled  Lawler  was  day. 

Major  James  Fleming.— This  officer  entered  the  Twenty-eighth 
as  a  private  in  Company  B,  and  won  his  promotion  to  his  subsequent 
rank  by  merit  and  bravery.  Small  in  stature,  very  quiet  and  un- 
assuming in  his  deportment,  distrustful  of  his  own  powers,  it  was 
only  when  under  fire  that  he  was  seen  to  advantage.  Cool  and 
brave,  he  was  quick  to  seize  any  advantage  the  enemy  might  leave 
open.  He  was  wounded  at  ESredericksburg,  and  seriously  in  the 
WDdemess  campaign ;  at  Deep  Bottom,  July  27, 1864,  the  Twenty- 
eighth  under  his  command  charged,  and  captured  a  four-gun 
battery  of  parrot  pieces.  Of  his  conduct  at  that  time  the  general 
commanding  division  took  special  notice,  and  he  was  complimented 
in  General  Orders  for  gallantry.  He  remained  in  the  field  until  the 
close  of  hostilities. 

• 

Captain  James  Magner. — ^This  officer  resigned  a  position  on  the 
stafTof  General  Hunter,  to  accept  a  commission  in  the  Irish  Twenty- 
eighth  ;  of  fine  personal  appearance,  a  splendid  rider  and  swords- 
man, he  could  have  enjoyed  a  life  of  comparative  ease  as  a  staff  offi- 
cer, but  his  ambition  was  to  be  a  regimental  officer  or  commander, 
and  well  did  he  deserve  the  fulfilment  of  his  hopes.  But,  just  as 
the  chances  of  war  had  placed  him  in  command,  the  fatal  bullet  cut 
short  his  thirst  for  a  glorious  career,  and  with  sword  in  hand,  cheer- 
ing on  his  men  to  the  charge,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1864,  he  fell  dead 
at  Spottsylvania,  far  from  home  and  family  (he  resided  in  Minnesota). 
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The  bivouac  in  smnmery  or  social  circle  in  winter  quarters,  keenly 
missed  the  manly  form  of  Magner,  and  the  voice  that  had  so  often 
interested  us  with  jokes  of  Irish  life  at  home,  and  thrilling  adven- 
tures of  Indian  warfare  in  the  far  West,  in  which  he  was  an  active 
participant,  was  stilled  in  death. 

Doctor  Peter  Emmet  Huron, — bom  in  Ireland ;  practising  be- 
fore the  war  in  Warrenton,  Massachussetts.  A  highly  educated  and 
skilful  surgeon,  much  endeared  to  the  Brigade  1t)y  his  amiable  dis- 
position and  social  qualities.    Mustered  out  with  the  r^ment. 

AssiSTANT-SuROBON  Barrington.— Mustered  out  with  the  regi- 
ment. 

SKETCH  OP  THE  OFFICERS  AND  SERVICES  OF  THE 
ONE  HUNDRED  AND  SIXTEENTH  PENNSYLVANIA 
VOLUNTEERS,  IRISH  BRIGADE. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  left 
Philadelphia  for  the  seat  of  war  September  Sd,  1862,  and  arrived  at 
Fairfax,  Virginia,  on  the  20th,  where  it  joined  General  Seigel's  com- 
mand, and  remained  with  him  until  the  6th  of  October,  when  it 
started  towards  Harper's  Ferry,  which  it  reached  on  the  9th,  and 
was  then  placed  in  the  Irish  Brigade. 

The  Second  Corps  was  ordered  out  on  a  reconnoissance  towards 
Charlestown,  this  place  being  about  eight  miles  back  of  Harper's 
Ferry.  It  was  on  this  reconnoissance  that  the  One  Hundred  and  Six- 
teenth could  form  the  first  idea  of  a  skirmish  or  battle.  Marched 
across  the  Shenandoah  River,  around  and  across  Loudon  Heights, 
down  through  Loudon  Valley  towards  Worcester;  on  reaching 
Snickersville  found  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  on  pipket  duty, 
which  were  driven  away  after  a  short  skirmish ;  on  the  next  day 
marched  again,  and  reached  Warrenton  on  the  9th  of  November. 
Here  they  were  encamped  for-  a  few  days,  and  then  led  towards 
Fredericksburg,  arriving  near  Falmouth  on  the  17th  of  November. 

The  regiment  participated  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
and  distinguished  itself  by  its  coolness  and  bravery  during  that  fear- 
ful ordeal  through  which  the  Brigade  passed.    Among  its  officers 
wounded  were  Colonel  D.  Heenan  and  Major  G.  H.  Bardwell. 

The  regiment  was  then  left  in,  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  St. 
Clair  MuUioUand,  who  led  it  bravely  and  nobly  to  the  very  front, 
and  whilst  gallantly  performing  his  duties,  he  fell  wounded,  and  left 
it  without  any  field-officers.    Amongst  other  officers  woiinded  were 


690  APPENDIX. 

lieutenant  Williams,  in  command  of  Company  C ;  Garrett  Nowlan ; 
Captain  J.  O.  O'Neill,  who  was  so  badly  wonnded  that  he  had  to 
leave  the  service ;  Robert  Montgomery  met  his  death  while  gallantly 
performing  his  duties  ;*  Color-Sergeant  William  Tyrrel,  being 
wounded  in  six  diflferent  places,  was  for  his  gallantry  promoted  to 
second-lieutenant  Company  C. 

The  loss  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Regiment  on  this  day 
was  as  follows :  Two  officers  killed,  ten  officers  wounded,  eighteen 
men  killed,  fifty-two  men  wounded,  seventeen  men  missing.  v 

On  Sunday  the  Brigade  crossed  into  the  city  again  and  remained 
there  until  the  evening  of  the  15th,  when  it  recrossed  the  river  and 
proceeded  to  camp. 

On  26th  of  January,  1863,  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  was 
consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  four  companies,  commanded  by 
Major  St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland. 

The  company  officers  retained  were  as  follows :  WUliam  A.  Peat, 
captain  Company  A ;  William  M.  Hobart,  firstlieutenant ;  Louis  J. 
Sacriste,  second-lieutenant.  John  Teed,  captain  Company  C ;  S.  G. 
Willaor,  first-lieutenant ;  J.  B.  Parker,  second-lieutenant.  J.  McNa- 
mara,  captain  Company  B ;  Francis  F.  Quinlan,  first-lieutenant ; 
Robert  T.  McQuire,  second-lieutenant.  J.  O.  O'Neill,  captain  Com- 
pany D ;  Garrett  Nowlan,  first-lieutenant ;  Henry  D.  Price,  second 
lieutenant. 

A  great  many  changes  were  subsequently  made  with  the  officers, 
owing  to  resignations,  discharges,  etc.  Remained  here  in  camp  in 
winter-quarters,  passing  awily  the  time  in  drilling,  reviews,  and  in- 
spections, etc.,  until  the  27th  of  April,  when  the  brigade  once  more 
broke  camp  and  marched  up  the  river,  leaving  a  part  of  the  Sixty- 
third  at  Banks'  Ford  for  picket  duty,  while  the  rest  miarched  to 
United  States  Ford,  where  they  were  stationed  to  hold  that  post. 

They  participated  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  as  the  accom- 
panj^ing  official  reports  and  documents  will  show.  We  must  state, 
though,  that  the  saving  of  the  Fifth  Maine  Battery  was  not  solely 
confined  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth,  for  volunteers  &om  the 

other  regiments  participated  in  the  noble  deed. 

• 

Headquarters  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Rsghqeiit 

Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Irish  Brigade, 

Camp  near  Falmouth,  Virginia,  May  7,  1883. 

CAPTAnr  M.  W.  Wall,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Irish  Bkioadb  : 

Sib — In  accordance  with  Paragraph  742,  Article  36,  Army  Regu- 
lations, I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follovdng  report  of  the  part 
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taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  action  near  Scott's  Mills,  Virginia, 
May  3d,  4th,  and  5th,  1863,  to  your  consideration. 

After  sundown,  on  the  evening  of  May  Ist,  I  marched  my  com- 
mand, in  obedience  to  orders  received,  from  U.  S.  ^ord,  where  we 
were  then  stationed,  to  a  point  near  Scott's  Mills,  Va.,  and  took  up  a 
position  indicated  to  me  by  Brig.-Gen.  Meagher,  commanding  the 
Irish  Brigade,  with  orders  to  hold  the  position.  I  at  once  established 
my  regiment  in  line  fadng  the  enemy,  and  then  threw  out  a  suffi- . 
cient  number  of  pickets  to  cover  the  front  and  flanks  of  my  com- 
mand. I  then  caused  my  men  to  stack  arms,  and  ordered  them  to 
remain  near  their  arms  during  the  night,  in  order  that  we  might  be 
prepared  to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Every  thing  remained  quiet  during  the  night  in  the  vicinity  of 
my  command,  although  heavy  firing  was  heard  on  our  left  until 
late  in  the  evening.  On  the  morning  of  May  2d  my  regiment  still 
remained  in  the  same  position.  Heavy  firing  was  heard  all  day, 
consisting  chiefly  of  artillery,  intermixed  with  volleys  of  musketry ; 
but  the  principal  attack  of  the  evening  commenced  about  four  o'clock 
p.  M.  From  this  hour  until  long  after  dark  the  fire  was  incessant, 
never  stopping  for  a  moment,  and  seeming  to  be  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  distant.  At  the  commencement  of  the  action  I  caused 
my  men  to  take  arms,  and  shortly  afterwards  (by  order  of  Gen. 
Meagher)  changed  Iront  to  the  rear  on  first  company,  and  took  up  a 
position  along  the  edge  of  a  wood,  with  orders  to  give  the  enemy  a 
flanking  fire  should  they  make  their  appearance  on  the  road.  No 
enemy  appearing,  and  the  firing  having  ceased,  we  once  more  stack- 
ed arms,  and  awaited  with  anxious  hearts  for  the  coming  morrow. 

On  the  morning  of  May  3d  the  firing  again  began.  My  regiment 
was  under  arms  at  an  early  hour,  and  calmly  awaited  the  moment 
when  the  Irish  Brigade  would  once  more  be  ordered  to  the  front,  to 
add  new  laurels  to  its  already  historic  name,  and  new  lustre  to  its 
already  time-worn  and  honored  flags. 

Shortly  after  nine  o'clock  A.  M.  the  order  came.  I  immediately 
called  in  my  pickets  ;  with  my  regiment  on  the  left  of  the  Brigade, 
marched  by  the  right  flank  up  the  main  road  towards  the  scene  of 
action.  Passing  many  brigades  and  divisions  in  line  of  battle,  we 
soon  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  who  appeared  on  our  right.  The 
Brigade,  marching  by  the  right  flank,  here  countermarched,  in  order 
to  avoid  inversion.  Brig.-Gen.  Meagher  now  formed  line,  the  left 
resting  on  the  edge  of  a  wood.  During  the  time  the  Brigade  was 
forming  line  of  battle  the  shells  fell  among  us  in  great  quantities, 
killing  and  wounding  many  in  the  several  regiments  of  the  Brigade. 
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ShcMTtlj  after  the  line  was  formed  the  f^fth  Maine  Battery,  com- 
manded  by  Captain  Lef^ne,  came  dashing  up  the  road  and  took  a 
position  in  an  open  field  on  the  left  of  the  Brigade  and  of  my  regi- 
ment, and  opened  fire  on  the  enemy's  In&ntry,  dense-  masses  *of 
which  were  plainly  visible.  The  batteiy  had  h|urdly  got  in  posi- 
tion ere  two  or  three  batteries  of  the  enemy's  guns  opened  on  them 
with  fearful  effect,  killing  and  wounding  the  men  and  horses  with 
great  rapidity.  In  about  an  hour  &om  the  time  the  battery  had 
commenced  firing,  every  gun.  with  the  exception  of  one,  had  been 
silenced,  and  but  two  men  remained  with  their  guns. 

At  this  moment  M^jor  Scott,  of  General  Hancock's  8ta£^  dashed 
up  to  me,  and  ordered  me  to  take  enough  men  of  my  command  and 
remove  the  deserted  guns  to  the  rear,  as  they  were  in  great  danger 
of  being  captured  by  the  enemy.  I  inmiediatdy  instructed  my  men 
what  to  do,  and  led  them  towards  the  guns  in  question.  We  took 
three  guns  ofi'the  field,  and  I  disi)atched  a  sufficient  number  of  men 
with  each  to  haul  it  up  the  road,  and  to  the  rear.  Some  men  of  the 
One-Hundred  and  Fortieth  Pennsylvania  Vols,  removed  one  off 
the  field,  and  had  taken  it  some  distance  up  the  road,  when,  for  want 
of  enough  forc>e,  they  had  to  stop.  I  at  once  sent  some  of  my  men 
to  their  assistance,  and  the  gun  was  got  off  in  safety.  After  passing 
to  the  rear  some  distiChce  I  found  that  one  of  my  lieutenants,  Sar 
criste,  of  Co.  D,  had  taken  off  another  gun,  entirely  unknown  to  me, 
and  had  it  then  in  his  possession — thus  making,  in  all,  four  guns 
taken  off  the  field  by  my  command. 

In  removing,  I  found  it  necessary  to  order  some  of  my  men  to  lay 
down  their  muskets,  as  it  was  impossible  to  work  at  their  guns  with 
them  in  their  hands.  Seventy-three  of  the  men  did  so.  After  I 
saved  the  guns,  I  ordered  some  of  my  men  who  remained  to  gather 
up  as  many  of  the  muskets  as  they  could  carry,  and  bring  them 
along ;  but  the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy  rendered  it  impossible 
to  save  them.  Captain  Nowlan,  who  was  one  of  those  that  went 
back  for  the  muskets,  reports  that  the  enemy  was  within  a  few 
yards  of  where  the  muskets  were  lying,  and  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  save  them  without  having  the  men  taken  prisoners  by  the 
enemy.  I  took  the  four  guns  about  three  miles  to  the  rear,  and 
turned  them,  along  with  the  one  taken  by  the  One-Hundred  and 
Fortieth  Pennsylvania  Vols.,  over  to  Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  Gen. 
Hancock's  stafi:  In  removing  the  guns  I  was  greatly  assisted  by 
Lieutenant  Wilson,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Vols.,  now  of  Gen.  Hancock's  staff  This  ojRcer  acted  with 
great  bravery,  and  personally  assisted  me  in  removing  the  guns. 
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During  the  action  lieutenant  Wliitford,  of  Gen.  Meagher's  staff/ 
called  on  me  for  twenty-five  men,  for  the  pnrpdiBe  of  throwing  out 
skirmishers  in  front  of  the  Brigade.  I  detailed  twenty-five  men 
from  Company  C,  who  reported  to  A.  A.  A.  General  at  once. 

The  following  named  men  of  the  Sixty-ninth  and  Sixty-third  N. 
T.  came  gallantly  on  the  field  and  assisted  in  the  removal  of  the 
guns.  Sergeant  James  Dwyer,  Sergeant  John  Murray,  Sergeant 
John  Coghlen,  and  Captain  John  Hamey,  of  the  Sixty-third  N.  T.; 
Sergeant  Thomas  Neelan,  privates  William  Lennox;  Martin  Mor- 
gan, James  Quigley  and  James  Sheehan,  Sixty-ninth  N.  Y.  The 
name  of  the  man  who  remained  with  his  gun  when  all  others  had 
left  was  James  H.  Lebrookes ;  this  man  is  worthj  of  all  praise. 

I  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  regiment  I  have  the  honor  to 
command  were  I  to  dose  mj  report  without  mentioning  the  oool 
and  gallant  manner  in  which  the  regiment  behaved  under  fire.  In 
regard  to  my  officers,  I  cannot  say  too  much  in  their  praise.  Cap- 
tains Teed  and  Nowlan  vied  with  each  other  in  their  gallant  beha- 
vior. 

Lieutenants  Sacriste,  Boeder,  McKnight,  and  Halxiin,  all  acted  in 
a  manner  that  challenges  our  admiration.  The  services  of  our  regi- 
mental adjutant,  T.  A.  Dorwart,  were  invaluable.  He  acted  in  his 
usual  manner,  brave  to  a  fault.  • 

The  casualties  were  one  man  killed ;  one  officer  [Rightly  wounded ; 
eighteen  men  wounded,  and  four  men  missing.  Respectfully  sub- 
mitted, 

St.  Clair  MuLHOLLAin), 
Maj.  coming  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth 
Pa.  Vols.,  Lrish  Brigade. 

Headquabtsrs  Hanoook's  DrTisioiTi 
May  7,  1868. 

Majob — The  major-general  commanding  the  division  directs  me 
to  express  to  you  his  gratification  at  the  manner  in  which  you  per- 
formed your  duty  as  Field-Officer  of  the  Day  for  the  division,  on  the 
8d  and  6th  inst.,  at  ChancellorsviUe. 

The  general  was  especially  pleased  with  your  action  in  reference 
to  extinguishing  the  fire  in  front  of  the  picket-line.  He  had  ordered 
the  fire  to  be  put  out  several  times,  but  the  order  was  not  carried 
into  effect  till  you  were  placed  in  command  of  the  pickets.  I  am« 
sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)        W.  G.  Mitchell,  A.  D.  0.  &  A.  A  A.  0. 

60* 
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(Official.) 

Hbadqttartebs  Ibish  Brigadx, 
May  8th,  1868. 

Maxtbicb  W.  Waix,  Capt.  &  A.  A.  A.  G.,  to  Major  St.  Clair  Mul* 
hoUand,  oommanding  Battalion  One  Hundred  fqid  Sixteenth  P& 
Vols., — through  Brigadier-General  Meagher,  commanding  2d  Bri- 
gade 1st  Division : 

Headquabters  Ibish  Bbioade, 
Falmouth,  Va.,  May,  *63. 

The  Brig.-Gen.  oommancUng  directs  me  to  add  his  own  expression 
of  gratification  to  that  of  the  Miyor-Genera)  commanding  division, 
in  his  letter  of  commendation  to  you  for  your  conduct  on  the  3d 
and  6th,  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville. 
I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

Maxtbicb  W.  Waix,  Capt.  &  A.  A.  A.  G. 
To  Major  Mulholland,  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Pa.  Vols. 

Colonel  Dennis  Heenan,  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burg, and  honorably  discharged  the  service,  January  26th,  1863. 
Was  formerly  in  the  English  service,  and  for  many  years  held  the 
position  of  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Pennsylvania 
Militia.  Colonel  Heenan  recruited  a  regiment  of  MUitia  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  honor  of  Thomas  Francis  Meagher.  The  comx)any  was 
called  the  Meagher  Guards.    Born  in  Tipperarj,  Ireland,  aged  42. 

I^xttenant-Colonel  St.  Clair  A.  Mulholland  went  out  with 
the  regiment,  and  commanded  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg, 
where  he  was  wounded  in  the  early  part  of  the  day.  The  regiment 
being  consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  four  companies,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Mulholland  was  mustered  out  as  lieutenant-colonel,  and 
mustered  in  as  major.  Commanded  the  battalion  at  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville,  May  3d  and  4th,  1863,  and  received  a  letter  of  com- 
mendation from  Major-General  Hancock,  indorsed  by  General 
Meagher,  for  his  conduct  during  the  fight.  Bom  in  lisbum,  county 
Antrim,  Ireland ;  aged  28.  He  was  subsequently  brevetted  brigadier- 
general. 

Majob  Geobge  H.  Babdwell  went  out  as  major  of  the  regi- 
ment. Fought  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  re- 
ceived a  severe  wound  in  the  left  hand,  which  rendered  it  useless  for 
life.  Was  honorably  discharged  February  24th,  1863,  on  account 
of  disability.    Born  in  Pennsylvania ;  aged  32  years. 
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Captain  La^vtrencb  Eelly  fought  well  at  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburg ;  honorably  discharged  Januarj  26th,  1863,  the  regiment 
being  consolidated  into  a  battalion.    Bom  in  Ireland. 

Captain  John  Teed  was  formerly  connected  with  the  regular 
service ;  behaved  gallantjy  during  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville ; 
bom  in  State  of  New  York ;  aged  47. 

Captain  John  O'Neill  fought  gallantly  at  the  battle  of  Spring- 
field, Miss.,  under  General  Lyon.  Was  greatly  distinguished  for 
his  splendid  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  received  a 
frightful  wound,  and  was  in  consequence  honorably  discharged. 
Born  in  Ireland ;  aged  80  years. 

Captain  Francis  T.  Quinlan  commanded  Company  H  at  the 
battle  of  Fredericksburg,  and  fought  well ;  was  honorably  discharged 
on  account  of  physical  disability.    Born  in  Ireland ;  aged  38  years. 

Captain  Seneca  G.  Willaub  went  out  with  the  regiment  as 
first-lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  to  captain  for  gallant  conduct  at 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  at  which  place  he  received  a  shell 
wound.  Participated  in  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville.  Bom  in 
Pennsylvania ;  aged  30  years. 

Captain  Garrett  St,  Patrick  Nowlen  went  out  with  the 
regiment  as  second-lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  to  captain  for 
gallant  conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  where  he  was  se- 
verely wounded.  Again  distinguished  himself  at  Chancellorsville. 
Bom  in  Philadelphia,  of  Irish  parents ;  aged  29  years. 

Adjutant  J.  Robinson  Miles  fought  at  Fredericksburg,  and 
was  slightly  wounded ;  since  then  was  honorably  discharged  on  ac- 
count of  physical  disability.    Bom  in  Philadelphia ;  aged  30  yea^. 

Chaplain  Key.  Edward  McEee,  distinguished  for  his  gentleness 
in  camp  and  bravery  in  battle,  attending  to  his  duties  under  fire. 
Bom  in  Ireland  ;  aged  35  years. 

FmsT-LiEUTENANT  George  M.  Booe — ^promoted  from  the  ranks 
for  good  conduct,  and  was  honorably  discharged. 

FrasT-LiEUTENANT  JosEPH  H.  G.  MiLES  distinguished  himself 
for  gallant  conduct  at  Fredericksburg ;  aged  29  years. 
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First-Lteutekakt  Henby  D.  Price  went  oat  with  the  regiment 
ma  second-lieutenant;  promoted  for  his  braverj  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg. 

FmsT-LiEDTENAiffT  RiCHARD  Wadb  fought  Well  at  Fredericks- 
burg, and  was  at  that  time  second-lieutenant  of  Company  H  ;  went 
out  with  the  regiment  as  sergeant ;  aged  28  years. 

FmsT-LiBUTENANT  J.  Louis  Sacristb  was  distinguished  for  his 
gallantry  at  the  battle  of  ChanceUorsviUe,  May  3d,  4th,  and  5tli, 
1863.  Bom  in  Philadelphia,  of  French  and  Iridi  parents  ;  aged  24 
years. 

Sbcond-Lieutknaiit  Robert  Montgomery,  killed  in  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburg,  where  he  fought  gallantly,  and  commanded  Com- 
pany J  during  the  action ;  was  an  excellent  man,  a  good  officer,  and 
a  pleasant  companion.  • 

Second-Lieutenant  Chris.  Foltz,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, where  he  fought  gallantly,  in  command  of  Company  H  ; 
an  excellent  man  and  a  good  officer ;  aged  35  years. 

Second-Lieutenant  William  H.  Tyrrell  came  out  with  the 
regiment  as  color-sergeant ;  promoted  for  his  excellent  and  gallant 
conduct  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  where  he  kept  the  colors 
flying  until  he  was  shot  six  times.    Bom  in  Ireland ;  aged  26  years. 

Seoonb-Lieutenant  Wm.  H.  Billinghaus  went  out  with  the 
regiment  as  sergeant ;  promoted  for  gallant  conduct  in  battle,  De- 
cember 13th,  1863. 

First-Lieutenant  George  Boeder  went  out  witn  the  regiment 
as  private,  and  rose  to  first-lieutenant  by  his  military  ability  and 
gocd  conduct ;  participated  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville ;  aged  28  years ;  was  for  many  years  in  the  regular 
service. 

Second-Lieutenant  McKnight  was  promoted  from  the  ranks 
for  good  conduct ;  fought  well  and  acted  bravely. 

Second-Lieutenant  George  Halpin  was  promoted  for  hia 
good  conduct  and  bravery  in  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville;  served  in  the  English  army,  and  was  severely 
wounded  in  the  leg  at  the  siege  of  Delhi,  and  afterwards  In  the  side, 
in  the  same  campaign. 
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ORIGINAL  STRENGTH  OF  THE  THREE  OLD  REGIMENTS 

OF  THE  BRIGADE,  WITH  OFFICIAL  LIST 

OF  CASUALTIES  * 

This  does  not  include  the  losses  i^t  Bristow  Station,  and  other 
minor  engagements,  nor  the  losses  from  sickness  and  other  causes. 

Sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers 950  men 

Recruits  received  at  Camp  Califomia,  Va.,  winter  of  '81 

and '62 61    " 

Recruits  received  in  the  Peninsula,  1863 13    '* 

in  Maryland,  September  12th,  1862  . .  96    " 

"  "  "  "  19th,     "  60    " 

Total 1,069 


• 


Sixty-third  New  York  Volunteers 760  men 

Recruits  received  April,  1862,  at  Camp  California^  Va.,.      100    " 
"  "        September,  in  Maryland. 60    " 


Total 900 

Eighty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers 800  men 

Recruits  at  Camp  California  to  winter  of  '61  and  '62. . . .      160    " 
At  other  times 26    ** 

Total 975 

Grand  Total 8,944 

CASUALTIES. 

Gainbs'  Hill,  June  27th,  1862. 

Sixty-ninth. — 6  enlisted  men  missing 6 

Sixty-third. — ^1  enlisted  man  wounded  and  6  missing 6 

Eighty-eighth. — None.  

11 


*  This  report  bus  been  taken  from  offlolal  dooaments,  in  the  bands  of  Colonel 
James  B.  MoGee,  wbo,  I  am  bappy  to  learn,  Is  preparing  for  publication  a  bistory  of 
the  Irish  regiments  and  organizations  that  have  served  In  the  American  war. 

».  p.  0. 
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Allei^s  Fabm,  Sayage  Station,  Neolsok's  Fabm,  and  Malyerh 
Hill,  June  29th  and  30th,  and  July  1st,  1862. 

Sixty-ninth. — 1  officer  killed,  7  wounded,  19  enlisted  men  killed, 
120  wounded,  and  56  missing 203 

Sixty-third. — 1  officer  killed,  1  missing,  18  enlisted  men 
wounded,  and  50  missing 70 

Eighty-eighth. — ^2  officers  killed,  2  wounded,  6  enlisted  men 
Idlled,  57  wounded,  and  50  missing 127 

Total 400 

AiirnETAM. 

Sixty-ninth.^L  officers  killed,  6  wounded,  40  enlisted  men 
killed,  151  wounded...^ 201 

Sixty-third. — 5  officers  killed,  6  wounded,  81  enlisted  men 
killed,  158  wounded. \ 200 

Eighty-eighth. — %  officers  killed,  2  wounded,  26  enlisted  men 
killed,  75  wounded 105 

Total 506 

FRBDEBiCKSBTTBa,  Va.,  Decemher  13th,  1862. 

Sixty-ninth. — %  officers  killed,  14  wounded,  112  enlisted  men 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing 128 

Sixty-third. — 1  officer  killed,  6  wounded,  1  enlisted  man 
killed,  32  wounded,  4  missing 44 

Eighty-eighth, — 4  officers  killed,  8  wounded,  14  enlisted  men 
killed,  88  wounded,  and  10  missing 124 

Total 296 

Ghakcellobsyille,  Va.,  May,  1863. 

Sixty-ninth. — ^2  officers  wounded,  -3  enlisted  men  killed,  5 
wounded 10 

Sixty-third. — 1  officer  killed,  2  wounded,  and  3  enlisted  men 
wounded. 6 

Eighty-eighth. — 4  officers  wounded,  3  enlisted  men  killed,  18 
wounded,  and  23  missing. 48 

Total 64 
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Sixty-ninth. — ^1  officer  wounded,  5  enlisted  men  killed,  18 
wounded,  6  missing 25 

Sixty-third. — 1  officer  wounded,  5  enlisted  men  killed,  9 
wounded,  and  1  officer  missing,  and  7  men 25 

Eighty-eighth. — 1  officer  killed,  1  wounded,  7  enlisted  men 
killed,  and  16  wounded 25 

Total 75 

Grand  total,  killed,  wounded,  and  mifising. 1,852 
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